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HAD finished, towards the end of 1778, 
the Picture of Paris, which I had begun 
in 1761, and which formed twelve vo- 
lumes; I imagined that I had said every 
thing, at least every thing that I knew re+ 
specting this city, on which the eyes of the 
whole "world are continually fixed; and 
little thought of returning to this subject, 
when a revolution, the remembrance of 
which will never perish, or cease to influ- 
ence the destinies of mankind, overthrows 
at once the manners of a peaceable nation, 
changes its habits, its laws, its customs, its 
police, its government, its religion, and in- 
spires it alternately with the most heroic 
courage and the most cowardly ferocity. 
„ How 
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How august! how abject! how impetuous ! 
how patient! This city must necessarily 
be divided into two distinct classes; the one 
throwing itself with generous ardour into 
the arms of liberty, intrepid, invincible— 
such were the people of the fourteenth of 
July and the tenth of August; the other, 
cringing, rapacious, and cruel, watching to 
seize on and appropriate to themselves the vic- 
tories of the republicans; holding themselves 
forth as the most pure, the most clear- 
sighted, and most decided , patriots, while 
they were only grasping at power and 
riches. The valorous republicans were go- 
| verned by these sycophants, who, hid- 
| | ing themselves in every season of dan- 
| ger, rushed impudently forward when it 
| was past, to . precipitate the people into 
crimes, and put themselves at the head of 
executioners. Thus the intrepid warrior, 
the laborious functionary, every honest and 
| peaceable citizen, has been deceived and 
| abused by demagogues, who assumed the 
tone of liberty to render it odious and exe- 
crable, and who would be only horrible in 
the eyes of posterity as monsters, if they had 
not been likewise criminal through corrup- 
tion ; 
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tion; for the greater part acted in Ampkeit 
obedience to the suggestions and fury of our 
coalesced enemies e e yd 
The pen of al ite is, ae this 
— city still exists. The plan of attack, 
which was to have taken place at Wersailles, 
against the national assembly and against 
Paris, is one of the most horrible projects 
which was ever conceived in the cabinet of 
a perjured king and a corrupted court. 
The city would have been sacked, given up 
to pillage, and reduced to the third of its 
population, while despotism, with its arms 
dyed in blood, would have hovered over its 
ruins. The courage of the Parisians, their 
union, and the unexpected favour of for- 
tune, struck pale that homicidal court. 
The king had indeed fixed in his hat the 
national cockade, the signal of victory und 
of regeneration ; but with the secret: inen! 
tion of immediately tearing it away, aided 
by surrounding monarchs, to whom he 
would have given up the frontiers of France, 
on condition that he should remain in 
peaceable possession, within the precincts of 
his palace, of his valets, his hounds, his no- 
bility, and his parliament. 


The 


— 
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The . begun under his 
auspices, from the day that he returned to 
Versailles, wearing the national cockade, 
which he had saluted before the people at 
one of the windows of the Hotel de Ville. 
Every thing which was afterwards done was 
done in-hatred of the revolution, and of the 
king of the Bastille. | TE 


* 


Paris was the theatre, to which the agents | 
of the respective governments of Europe 
repaired to consummate the plans of their 
hypocrisy. Every day some part of their 
projects was put into execution; and it is 
the province of history alone to enumerate, 
under how many masks traitors of every 
complexion and of every rank have more 
or less deceived the credulity of the repub- 
licans: to make them the assassins of each 
other was the whole secret of the coalesced 
paves. * 


The plan was obvious, but the pasions 
were ardent, and the interest of the whole 
was thwarted by the interests of different 
parties. The natural impetuosity of the 
French promoted the designs of their ene- | 
15 mies, 


| ties, ant u bote of inortney enuaghed' 
them in a contrariety of ideas, and some - 
times pushed them ignorantly on to mea 
sures _ x Sp TEN en _ 
aan | 2 | 
14 al 8 ; = 
-The e of — ee — a 
continued war of opposition among the peo- 
ple, and the seaffolds were levelled by those 
who had erected them; not from a regard 
to humanity, but by the ardent jealousy of 
despotic power. The republicans have 
risen triumphant from amidst those piles of 
carcasses, whose mouths, though dumb, 
seem expressively to murmur, Whoever 
has willed the republic, whoever has suffer- 
cd it, has been the victim of calumny and 
murder. ES 


patriens vii 


The 13th of Vendemiaire, which was 
only the repetition of the 31st of May, was 
to have witnessed the ruin of the republican 
party. A new miracle saved it. The Pa- 
risians were never more deceived- than on 
chat fatal day, and they. cruelly expiated 
their error. The 18th of Fructidor was the 
triumph of the republican party: Paris re- 

mained 


mained calm, and the royalist conspirators 
were crushed. The Parisians were saved 
that day from the horrors of a counter - revo- 
lution, the consequences of which would 
have been incalculable. They cem no 
longer disposed to follow the. standard of 
edition; they turn their eyes towards those 
brave armies which are defending the coun-, 
try, and feel at length, that their own. pre- 
cincts do not alone constitute that country; 
they give themselves up to fetes, to pleasure, 
and the love of the fine arts; they have 
perhaps suffered too much to cherish the 
word republic, but they are republicans 
without knowing it, and instinct, will goad 
them on, sooner or later, towards greatness 
truly national; they will then ruminate 
at times with complacency on the triumphs 
of our armies. and the hatred of Europe 
towards us, which is only a disguised ho- 
mage to so many splendid actions: every, 
sentiment will insensibly lead them to for- 
get the words king, monarchy, and n 


geigneurs. 


The taste for pleasures and enjoyments, 
which are to be found only in Paris, will 
finally 
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finally extinguish that eountet-revolutionary 
ferment which has been so industriously 
kept up by the hostile powers. These ſo- 
reigners have been hitherto lavish of their 
gold ; but the Parisian feels chat it would ha 
so easy for the government to te-act aw 
Isch of Fructidor, that they wilk;;not put 
themselves again in the way of making the 
experiment. The government exhibited 
itself on that day with all the pomp of 
power, and every one exclaimed, Here 
is the government! we must at men con- 
fess it ; and let it be n E 5. 


1 seems 1 though it be 
not really so, is almost always wise; the 
reason is, that there is nothing in the world 
which has not its critical moment, and the 
mastership of prudence is to know and seize 
that moment. Prudence even commands 
us at such times to consult nothing but for- 
tune. The greatest dangers which can 
present themselves have their charms, pro- 
vided we have some glimpse of great advan- 
tage in the perspective of success; but com- 
mon dangers present nothing but horrors, 

and 


— an worth the pains of th 
bree on 

Great political affairs hah 4a FRO of ; 
e which must be waited for, and 
which it is dangerous to forestall; but when 
this point of maturity discovers itself, he 
who calculates the consequences with too 
much scrupulosity is not made for govern- 
ment. Vour most dangerous enemy in 
such an important crisis, is often he whose 
alliance would be most useful to you. 
What address is necessary at such a mo- 
ment, to know how to conquer without his 
assistance: 


_ Fo do your enemy less evil than that 

which he seems to fear; to succeed as much 
by the faults of an opposite party, as by the 
wisdom of your own, is the true art of go- 
verning; it is performing in politics the 
wonderful operations of those machines in 
physics, which the people imagine to be 
the fruit of complicated labours, and which 
are only the result of an ingemous but very 
simple mechanism. 


The 


- 
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Mp has again FRO wen ; 
and though it displayed at first a terrible 
physiognomy, has assumed a mild and com- 
placent aspect, and gained universal admi- 
ration. Would the goyernors arm them 
selves with new powers? Let them place 
moderation and humanity by their side; 
these virtues affect every man; for punish+: 


ments are made to ameliorate, not to de- 


stroy: what would be rigour at other nn 
Seems "mm justice at prevent | 


The government 155 shewn iwelf after 


so many years of anarchy, and the sage - 


and the politician, the weak and the igno» 
rant, the friend of his country and the, 
friend of his own pleasures, every one 
who cherishes glory or loves repose, will 
repeat with joy, from the bottom of his 
heart, There is now a government, and to 
make use of a common phrase, This is 
what we must shew to Europe, and even to 
France.“ 


That person would be endowed with 
singular penetration Who should discover 
the particular cause of revolutions; it is 
* 
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simply the ripeness of things and of events. 
Many moral and metaphysical elements 
= may concur, but it is an action purely 
* Physical which e determines the 
Þ __  erisis. | 


Our republic, agitated, tormented, lace- 
rated in its infancy by triumviral, decem 
viral, and dictatorial tyrannies, is firmly ro- 
| bust, since it has resisted every effort of 
1 anarchy. I have no apprehension for its 
fate but from the inſinitesimals, by which I 
mean that multitude of little authorities, 
which, from being too multiplied, trans- 
form regulations into august laws, and sim- 
ple offices of inspection into chambers of 
inquisition. 


= — —- — — — — 
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The republic 1s surrounded by too many 
mining worms; and, under pretence of es- 
tablishing public order, the individual free- 
man is stung by too great a number of in- 
sects. Let us have general and majestic 
laws, and few regulations, which grow up 
into laws as disastrous for public happiness 
as the first are useful! Upon the whole, 
the word liberty, r willed and pro- 

nounced, 
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nounced, has always rendered a people free. 
The French, and especially the Parisian, 
has only formally to twill independance and 
prosperity. Let him do as much for li- 
berty as he has done for the counter-revo- 
lution; let him listen no longer to the 
voice of him who calls himself the friend 
of the people, but of him who is 80 in re- 
ality. 


It would be difficult at present to deter- | 
mine what is the prevailing opinion. Indi- 
vidual opinion has an obstinacy peculiar to 
itself. From the infinite divisions in society, 
there is no longer any public opinion; but 
the opinion of the least numerous, that of 
sensible men, who feel the necessity of a 
strong government, will become by degrees 
the predominant. The people have too 
long been prevented from understanding 
each other by the change in the signifi- 
cation of words. The Parisian is afraid of 
the abuse of words, and suffers things to 
proceed. Besides almost the whole code 
of morality having been attacked, they 
wait till the system of the legislature be 

quite 
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quite perfected; and the fear of failure, and 
of being worse situated, will concur in do- 
ing good. -If a new crisis take place, the 
class of good citizens would be the prey of 
the wicked; wise men would be under the 


-_ Edhtroul of fools; honest and enlightened . 


men would be the dupes of knaves and 
blockheads j and through such trials no one 
would wish to pass. We have seen in de- 
mocracy, public liberty endangered by po- 
pularity ; and we fear both democracy and 
popularity, because they are _ near 
Ne. to wn e 


: How can it have been imagined that we 
could ascend the stream of events? The 
more tremendous the fall of the throhe has 
been, the more impossible it is to raise it up 
again. The principal hope of the royalists 
has been in those energumenes, who, with- 
out talents, prudence, or choice in their 
measures, have precipitated the car of the 


revolution instead of conducting it; and 


who have taken the reins from more able 
hands, to place them in those of men intox1- 
cated or frantic. In asuming the title of 
patriots 
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patriots par excellence, abe ede e | 
that they aided most e their o a 
secret views. 


They indeed soon came to a good under - 
standing with each other; and it was justl7 
observed, that ! the white cockade had fixed 
itself on the bonnet rouge.” This is the 
reason why so many crimes were committed 
in the name of the revolution, and why $0 

many witnesses remained passive spec · 
tators. 4 2 bi. 


As the mud of Paris is a mud quite pecu- 
liar, on account of the heterogeneous parts 
which form the mixture, so the populace of 
a great city, who are not its natives, and 
which flock from all parts, is a populace 
without a name. On this populace the 
factions built all their projects; and Danton, 
the evil genius of France, put it in fermen- 


tation, After him, the chiefs of parties have 
made their instruments of this infernal herd, 
from whence issued the Heberts, the Chau+ 
mettes, the Ronsins, and the atrocious mem- 
bers of the rebel commune of Paris, It was 
this 4 that constantly surrounded the 

| scaftolds, 


| 8 
RC which, never wearied- with the | 


spectacle, fatigued even the authors of these 


bloody tragedies, and formed the horrible 
commentary of this phrase of Montaigne, 
which they fully and dreadfully exempli- 
fied, The populace in every country rip up 
carcases,' and plunge their hands in bloog's fo 
the albouis; i ©. uti 1 


\ 


But ene aristocracy, it may be re- 
torted, had also its Chouans, its hotrible 


— 


Chouans? It has; but the executionets 


which aristocracy purchased were the same 
which had been already sold to the Robe- 
spierrists. Aristocracy bas reared its tenfold 
furies only among this populace, the scourge 
of every government, and the ferocious i in- 
strument of every party. | | 


Times of relate are productive of 
many great actions and ſew great men. 
Concurrence of talents shades their splendor, 
and there is no giant in all these great poli: 
tical commotions. Every thing is done in 
the name of the whole; and those who raise 
themselves a little above the rest are bro- 
ken one after the other by the W 


shock of events. 
Weak 
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weak men had said, that in revolutions we 
must never look behind us. This is a very 
false maxim. Revolutions are carried on 
and finished by those who measure and 
compare what has been done, and what 
remains to do; and the moral virtues be- 
come so much more necessary, as all ideas 
of their existence have been lost, and inju- 
rious denominations, that is to say, words de- 
void of sense, become sentences of death, 
which hover over the heads of citizens most 
jealous of the liberty and * of their 


country. 


The mass of those insignificant phrases, 
and especially those which were the most 
unintelligible, have been the cement of pri- 
sons and scaffolds. Party chiefs have ven- 
tured to make use of them with success, 
which evinces that in an enlightened na- 
tion the greatest number of individuals are 
unenlightened, and that private calamities 
are a mere theatrical exhibition to those who 
are not personally affected * them at the 


moment. 


YOL. I. 88 To 


xviii PREFACE. | 


Io paint such various contrasts we must 


have an historian like Tacitus, or a poet like 
Shakspeare. If a Tacitus or Shakspeare 
appeared during my life, I should say to 

him, „Form thy own idiom, for thou hast 
to describe what has never been seen, man 
3 touching at the same moment the extremes 
« of ferocity and of human greatness. If 
in tracing so many barbarous scenes thy 


stile is ferocious, it will only be more 


true, more picturesque; shake off the 
„ yoke of syntax; if it be necessary, that 
*« thou mightest be better understood, oblige 


« us to translate thee; shackle us not with 


e the pleasure, but with the pain of read- 
“ ing thee,” 


I do not indeed think that our language 
can exist much longer without throwing off 
those chains with which a gratuitous timi- 
dity has enthralled us; amidst so many; 
new and astonishing spectacles, if the style 
remain enslaved, they will- be transmitted 
neither to the admiration nor the horror of 
posterity. But why should they not? Has 
not the ambitious demagogical multitude, 
amidst the revolutiogary tempest, already 

1 coined 
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coined a language calculated to deceive 
and seduce the crowd? I have heard it 
bellowed in my ears, Let the French 
« perish, provided liberty triumph!” 1 
have heard, I solemnly declare, this excla- 
mation in a section of Paris, Yes, I would 
„ selze my head by the hair, I would cut it 
off, and offering it to the despot, would 
„ay to him, Tyrant, behold the head of a 
freeman! This sublime of extravagance 
was fitted for the mob; it was understood ; it 
succeeded; and shall we not form a language 
to transmit to our remotest posterity these in- 
credible moral and political phænomenon, 
which fixed with so lengthened an astonish- 
ment our looks and our understandings. 


The world has spoken very differently of 
my Picture of Paris. I found pleasure in 
writing it; I sought for truth in every thing. 
This is all my answer. Let me be permit- 
ted, since I have undergone so many un- 
just criticisms, and have been the subject of 4 
so much satire ſor having composed an use- 
ful and agreeable work; let me be permitted 
do transcribe the judgment of a writer who 
has received both the book and the author 
i 122 into 
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into his friendship, who has been the trans- 
lator of the work, and who has displayed 
for me that zeal which encourages the writer, 
and consoles him for the injustice of his 
contemporaries. The following is a transla- 
tion from the German extract of the Citizen 
Cramer *. I will never blot out praises, 
because my literary career is not finished, 
and because I shall re-peruse them in order 
to render myself worthy of the panegyric. 


If d'Alembert, though a foreigner, has 
been honoured in Germany, amidst the sa- 
cred wood of gratitude and friendship, with 
a simple but lasting monument for the essay 
entitled, On Men of Letters and the Great, 
I venture to say that Mercier, for the chap- 


*The passage cited is in a hook of Charles Frederick Cra- 
mer, entitled, Menschliches Leben, &c. Vol. . p. 163 (on 
Human Life) written in 1791, a long time before this citizen, 
then a professor of Greek and Oriental literature at the Uni- 
g versity of Kiel, in Holstein, was acquainted with the author of 
1 the Picture, or before he could guess that the singularity of his 
fortune and his republicanism would lead him to fix himself one 
109 day amongst us at Paris. Many allusions to this passage, which 
| he had preceded by those chapters in my Picture. Apology for 

* Men of Letters, Belles- Lettres, Thirty Writers in France, and n 
1 N | | more, relate to matters previously treated of in this book, which 
I think it necessary to observe, in order that they may not be 
considered as misplaced or foreign to the subject. | 
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ter I have just transcribed, deserves a similar 
tribute. Do you wish to know my opinion 
with respect to his Picture? I will give it 
to you, should it even differ from any of 
yours ; I make use of the right which my 
quality of member of your society gives 
me, together with the article On Monu- 
ments, in the code of our laws; and should 
there be among us any persons whose rigo- 
rous judgment may condemn my opinion, I 
shall submit, though not without keen re- 
gret. If it should happen that in this 
golden age we should see in a dream the 
arts and sciences become dearer to kings 
than shedding human blood, and that by 
chance the dying Alceste gave more plea- 
sure in exciting melancholy sensations than 
the exhilarating illumination of a fleet 
blown up in the air; if at this glorious 
and distant epocha a king of Sicilia, anxious 
for new subjects for operas for the theatre of 
St. Carlo, at Naples, taken from the lost 
operas of Sophocles or the poet Accius, 
should fall on the idea of employing some 
millions of sequins of those enormous sums 
which the chace of a stag costs him in his, 
mates, to explore those treasures of ancient 

literature 
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literature which sleep in the pasted rouleaus 


of old parchments, and which form the yet 


unexamined library of Herculaneum and 
Portici, supposing that these rouleaus still 


existed, that they were not devoured by 


the indefatigable tooth of time, and that 
their unravelling, invented by Mazochi, 
was not among the arts that are lost; if 
it should happen, I say, that to the un- 
speakable satisfaction of all the professors 
of humanities and the belles lettres spread 
over the surface of the globe, we should sue- 
ceed in re- establishing the hundred and 


twenty lyric dramas of Sophocles; that we 


found in the same search the hymns of Al- 
cæus; that we restored the lost decades of 
Livy, and the comedies of Menander; that 
we printed them, and that by this kind of 
regeneration we restored them to the repub- 
lic of letters; and that amidst other volumes, 
of which no erudite in folio De libris Ve- 


terum deperditis, says a word, we should 


meet, for instance, with a work of twelve 
volumes, of one Mercier, a Latin author, 
who gave us a description of ancient Rome, 


the queen of cities, in the time of the im- 


mortal Augustus, and of the more immortal 
| Cicero, 
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Cicero, Horace, and Virgil, with all its local 
manners, its temporary habits, its moral in- 
stitutions, its absurdities, its vices, its virtues, 
its follies, its customs, &c. a work written in 
a spirit of reflective observation, inspired by 
a warm love of the purest philanthropy, 
scourging the vices of his age, sometimes 
with caustic vigour, sometimes with delicate 
address; a work seasoned with the graces of 
wit, unmasking, with the most penetrating 
glance, a thousand prejudices with respect to 
literature, politics, and morals, a work writ- 
ten under the sanction of the purest philan- 
thropy ; if, I repeat, we should find such 
a work among the perishing treasures of two 
exhumed cities, my friends, what fate, think 
you, would attend it in Europe, and from 
one century to another, in every part of the 
world, | 


„What fate? the mostsplendid imaginable! 
The trumpet of Fame would echo it for six 
months; the Villoisins and the Brunks of the 
earth would run, their breasts panting with 
pleasure, to decypher the manuscript; all 
the Heynes and the Bentleys would be writ- 


Ing 
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1 ing commentaries; our Voss ? would explain 
i : 4 it with the obstinate exactitude of German 3 
Wy erudition; and translators, versed not only in 
1 the language of the author, but still more % 
5 in their own, would translate it. The Di- = 
* dots, the Ungerles, Baskervilles, would print 1 


it; the Stranges, the Willes, would enrich 
it with engravings in metzotintos or taille- 
douce. We should find subscribers without 
number; and in every country you would 
see editions of every form, printed not on 
black paper, spotted, or coarse, but on grand 
raisin, vellum, or jesus. These editions would 
be published with a pomp scarcely to be 
equalled by the catalogue of Oxford, the 
new Testament of Woide, or the descrip- 
tion of Turkey by D'Ohsson. In short, 
such a cry of admiration, joy, and astonish- 
ment, would resound from all parts of Eu- 
rope, that perhaps the learned would forget 
for a while the sanguinary Iliad of the singer 

\ 

A celebrated German poet, translator (in hexameters) of | 
n= the Iliad, the Odyssey, the Bucolicks, the Georgicks, the 
bt | i Eneid of Virgil, the Metamorphoses of Ovid, the Idyls of 
bY Moselius, Bion, and Theocritus, &c. His countrymen place 


1 * 2 him among the first critics and literati which this fertile coun- 
, try has produced in Hellenists. 
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of Ionia, and his Odyssey, which swarms 
with so many geographical errors. 0 


« But now, when we are in possession of 
this book, that the author 1s living, that 
we can see him, whilst Theophrastus is dead, 
the work having the misfortune of not be» 
ing ancient, the dabbler in literature, the 
pamphlet reader, the lounger, the pedant, 
who scarcely knows how to read, assumes a 
tone of puerile disdain, and with an affecta- 
tion of critical analysis, they, &c. &c. &c.“ 


A thousand thanks of gratitude to citi- 
zen Cramer! But whilst I was writing, 
and my work printing, the scene has al- 
ready changed its appearance, and luxury 
Springs up more brilhant than ever from 
amidst its smoking ruins. The culture of 
the fine arts resumes all its lustre, and lite- 
rature, whatever may be said to the contrary, 
has suffered but a transitory eclipse. The 
theatres have been restored to all their mag- 
nificence, and fashion is again what is most 
held in idolatry. © From all parts of the 
body social we see the newly enriched 
arise, and with them gold and opulence, 80 

that 
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that at the first glance we should say that 


all evils are repaired; but this is not really 
$0. 


As Paris is a city essentially commercial, 
essentially industrious, essentially cooking, 
we might say, that the evil which exists no 
longer never existed. A brilliant surface 
veils complaints and murmurs. Luxury is 
like a spirituous liquor, which intoxicates 
the mind, and I know not by what spe- 
cies of insensibility we indulge ourselves in 
a sort of epicurism which lets things proceed 
without caring for any thing but the present 
moment. 


The present moment forms already an 
astonishing contrast with that of servitude, 
of terror, of the cruel dismemberment of 


families, of blood, and of tears! 


If all the disastrous events are not for- 
gotten amidst our fetes and our amusements, 
they are covered with a curtain which we 


are either afraid to undraw, or which we 


are rarely solicitous to lift up. 


May 
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May the New Paris meet with the same 
success as the Old Picture of Paris! But 
the touches, alas! are widely different, since 
the model and the painter have been struck 
by time and by circumstances the most 
tempestuous. In spite, however, of their 
fatal influence, both on the author and the 
book, there is one sentiment which consoles 
him, which will reward him for the unjust 
criticisms which he has undergone, and is 
yet perhaps fated to undergo, and which 
promises his writings, not an immortality, for 
which he 1s not anxious, but the esteem of 
the good, for which he is much more solici- 
tous; this 1s the sentiment of having been, 
from the first instant of his literary career, 
the herald, the friend, and the fellow. work- 
man of the great regeneration undertaken 
for the public happiness, which already he 
sces realized in F rance, in Holland, in 
Switzerland, in Italy! and of having been 
at the same time the adversary of those 
who have sullied the revolution with crimes 
for their own advantage, and through mo- 
tives of sordid interest. No; the labours, 
the courage, the constancy of the French, 
their calamities, will not be forgotten or 
lost. 


WY 
n >w =» — 
oy — 
a — 
we arr ow 


3 * 7 PP ; * D - . 
= 

— — — 2 

= I x 


S — 2 — — 2 — — x — — — c—_ — — 3 
. — - — . — 5 > 3 5 - — — 1 — 2 T 
* . n Z > mn I Teepe» . 4 N — . h : o > ; _— = - = nr: — C * 3 1 8 
b _ 
— — — P _ 2. — — —— —— — — 1 - $ — 5 ro 2 * rm I = 
= - * * —— — = 
— „ — * = i . - = — 3 = — i » \ — „ + 2 — = 0 * — 
* _ < — 92 — < 4 + "- * — * ALY. 5 . P / => — 2 1 4 S o 8 — 
* $4 — — = — — . 2 W — PS. . - - . 1 — — — 
1 "—_— pa — ay bh 
— p * * _ A © 0 — 2 — 2 ir — x r e . N 7 * 2 uf 
_ : * L p. - . > . - 71 > » - — 9 —— off 3 — 
* * * > — * Y — aner 2 — a th. — 2 FT. __ DW 4 p SE * ,*%4 N — * ny & wy — 12 — 
A * 2 - - . A — wats bo 4.4 ö — - — r 14 * _ 4 a 3. 7 « * 7 * — 
2 * 8 — ct — — . "6 < 8 — 2 * -- x 2 . ” ö ö 
— <> e . © 2 32 — — — — - a — — — =_ 
——— — ů— 4 - — — —— k a aſd — * _ e 7 
— — — - 33231 —* N 
_— —— — 
* — 0 N * 
> - 


Sr WM EY 1 & 2 
2 


.4a% 


xxvik PREFACE, 


lost. Posterity will reap the advantage of 
our sufferings. It is this sentiment which, 
from the first line of his dreem, if it has 


ever been 50, to the last line of his New Paris, 


has supported, encouraged, and sustained 
the author, and which led him not to quit 
his pen even amidst the night of dungeons; 
which, in fine, dictates to him an epitaph, 
which he engraves beforehand on his tomb, 


and which he wishes may be applicable to 


all his contemporaries: 


Hommes de tout pays, enviez mon destine; 
Ne ſujet, je ſuis mort libre, et republicain! 


10 Frimaire, Ian. 8. 
(Ist December, 1799.) 
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HEREVER-- L turn my N in \»Paris} 
every thing recalls to my . remembrance 
what is no more. I did well to trace my former 
picture in twelve volumes; if it was not done, 
the model is ſo effaced, that it reſembles a faded 


portrait ſtored in the garret of ſome great grand- 


father, dead at the hoſpital. No man before me 
had thought of drawing the picture of this im- 
menſe city, and of painting its manners and its 
cuſtoms in the moſt minute detail; but what a 
change! A Greek poet has ſaid two thouſand 
years ſince, When diſcord reigns in the 3 
the wicked man holds the place of authority ;? 
and when it is not the moſt wicked, alas! it is 
the moſt fooliſh. Thirty or forty wretches, ſtill 
more weak than wicked, have demoliſhed every 
VOL. 1, 3 | thing 
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thivg great and ſacred which genius and courage 


had formed; and theſe thirty or forty wretches 
were the mountain chiefs, as I'ſhall ſhew in the 
courſe of this work. Divine and human juſtice 


has overtaken and puniſhed them by the hands 


of each other, but we muſt be careful not to con- 


found their abominable maxims with thoſe of 


the Revolution. If we are careleſs in diſtinguiſh- 
ing epochas, times, and places, we ſhall not fail 
to confound the actors; and this is the reaſon 


why it will perhaps be impoſſible to form a right 
judgment of this memorable Revolution, which 
has had ſo many different phaſes. 

We may ſay of new Paris what Strabo ſaid of 
Greece! it is in all its points a ſingular and tre- 
gical country. How can ſo many facts and 
events be deſcribed | I will relate what I have 
ſeen. Borne up on every ſtormy wave, loſing no 
gale of. wind, my eye has diſtinguiſhed amidft the 
ſtorm ſome particular incidents. No; all the 
tempeſtuous winds let looſe from beneath the 
ſceptre of olus, ſtruggling with each other, and 
covering with ruin the places over which they 
fweep, are but an imperfe& and faithleſs image 
of thoſe conflicts of the human paſſions in which 
philoſophers have been hurled headlong to per- 
dition; whilſt every thing moſt vile and con- 
temptible, with reſpe& both to ſtyle aud matter, 
diftated impure laws to the mob, the populace 
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Tremendous Cl been iy me writers 'of 


the Revolution; enormous maſs of periodical pa- 
pers, pamphlets; and books, obſcure and volumi- 


nous magazines of contradictory ſpeeches, deluge 
of invectives and 'ſarcaſms, confuſed heap in 


wouldſt make hiſtory ſhrink back even to a Ta- 
citus. Iwill not unfold; I will not conſult thee; 


I will read no more, I will give credit to none 
but myſelf; What can iſſue from à curve in 


whieh'the frothy waves are yet foaming? ? 

Is it for us the ſport or the victims of the 
opinions which have paſſed over our heads? Ts 
it for us to inſtruct the preſent, and labour for 
future generations? The hiſtorian will come, who, 
with new documents, with perfect knowledge of 
the hoſtile and perfidious arts of foreign cabinets, 


will relate how: far wicked and even honeſt men 


have been obedient puppets, unconſcious' of the 
wires that gave them motion. The infernal policy 
of the foreign enemies of freedom has mingled 
ſo much artifice- in its ſuggeſtions, has ſo well 
known how to take advantage of the ideas and 


Paſſions of every man, that the pureſt and moſt 


upright have for a long time ſought where to ſind 


truth and juſtice, and piereing even through the 


3 2 38 veil 


which calumny itſelf has been ſtifled, terrible 
charge of the moſt! obſtingte and bloody conten- 
tions, ceaſe to overwhelm my ſpirits! thou 


4 NEW: PICTURE OF! PARIS, 
veil of falſehood, have ſtilb found themſelves; pen- 
plexed in the labyrinth of eternal illuſions. W 
In revolutions, we become better acquainted 
with men in ſix months than we ſhould be in 
twenty years of ordinary life. ben is the ſea 
ſon when thoſe great and little intereſts; which 
we uſually conceal with; ſo much care, diſcover 
themſelves to open day. This is the moment 


q alſo when every man places himſelf, without the 
1 aid of a maſter of ceremonies, and that every 
La man finds his own-/ ſtandard even amidſt the 
16 calumnies and libels with which he is blackened, 
+ in proportion as he riſes] above bis neighbour; 
L but it is-not ſo eaſy to form a judgment on popu- 
4 lar efferveſcences: they may take place from ordi-· 
3 nary or accidental cauſes, as well bee 
l ; different factions. RC an id OR 0 
"a Paris is a ſingular city, w where w ind perſon· 
1 ages of whatever kind and complexien we would 
5 wiſh; In leſs than twenty-four hours a familiar 
H of the old police would collect together three 
1 hundred individuals, whom he would place around 
N an edifice, and order to vociferatè in ſuch or ſuch. 
bt a tone. We know that in the time of the 
4 league, the Cardinal de Retz and the other chiefs, 
| engaged people to fire blunderbuſſes at | their 
di carriages, in order o have a pretence for ant» 
Tl mating their followers againſt the Queen and the 
. Cardinal. In the ſame manner, the court, am 
4 xious to know if they could depend on the re- 
7 4 If giment 


* of French guards, cauſell the canbfuRite 
of Reveillon to be pillaged, to furniſh them with 


a plauſible reaſon for ſending in troops. The 


regiment of guards ſired on the plunderers, and 


killed them; this was a ſort of rehearſal of the 


bloody tragedy which: they were deſtined" to act 
ſome days after; but the court fell into their 
own ſnares; the blood which they had ſhed made 
the ſoldiers reflect; they were informed what 


| they had been careſſed, debauched ; they trem- 5 
bled at what they had done, and ſhuddered at 


the idea of having killed their fellow! citizens. 
One of them, who was tampered with in order 
to detach him from the court party, heard the 
propoſitions made him in a ſort of reverie, and 


plunged in deep meditation; when aſked if he 
would determine, he anſwered, © Not yet; Tam 


conſulting the ghoſt of Colonel Biron !” 
The furious Charles the Ninth fired himſelf on 
the unfortunate victims that were fiying, and 


during thoſe days of blood, walked through the 


city, accompanied by his court, dwelt with de- 


light on the traces of the maſſacre printed on all 


the walls, and went to the gallows to ſee the body 
of the Admiral. Almighty God] under the power 
of what princes” doſt thou ſometimes place the 
greateſt empires! The neareſt Connexions of Lewis 
the Sixteenth, made the tour of the metropolis to 
inſpect the plan of the ſiege, the places where 


the troops ſhould enter, and rubbed their hands 


with 
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with joy. Perſidious monſters! if they coul 
have eſtabliſhed an univerſal famine of money 
and proviſions, they would have done it with de- 
light. But their murderous plans, the great 
conſpiracy which every day increaſed; gave the 


commune of Paris that inen which 


decided the Revolution. 140 


Nothing i is more real, nothing ase 7 


or more certain, than the conſpiracy of the court, 


and reckoning from that day, there can be no 


peace between royaliſts and republicans; and 
though the number of republicans ſhould be 
more circumſctibed than ever, en n 
not be leſs the conquerors Ni eh 


44 chav N 


CHAP. II. 


EXPLOSION. 


Ir is Paris which has made the Revolution; and 
Paris which has ſpoiled it; I ſhall deen it 


under this double point of view. 


Of all Revolutions ours has been the moſt juſt, 


the moſt legitimate, the moſt imperiouſly com- 
manded by circumſtances. We muſt have de- 
ſtroyed the court of Verſailles, or have been 80 
ſtroyed by it ourſelves. 
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have been made, becauſe the capital was threat- 
ened by the ſatellites: of the court. The popu- 


lation of this great city performed a-reattion, 


and it was high time; it was the ſtroke of the 


whale's tail which overſet the -harpooner's ſkaff. |. 
Paris was about to be delivered up to all the 
horrors of a city taken by ſtorm; alf was treaſon | 
and perfidy on the fide of the court; and the 


States-General were aſſembled only to re-eſtabliſh 
the finances, ta; pay the debts which the court 


had contracted and to open the next day a ne 


account. M. Necker was made the tool; and 
the miniſter, though placed very near the con- 
ſpiracy, did not ſuſpect the exploſion. | 


It would not indeed have taken place, if the 


court had not meditated and prepared the moſt 
ſanguinary and ferocious projects. The deter- 
mination taken on the 11th of July ſaved us. 


The court had not admitted into its calculation, 


that all the monied men and creditors of the king- 
dom placed their ſole confidence in M. Necker, 
who, in compariſon with Calonne, the public 
deſpoiler, was in poſſeſſion of the public eſteem. 
The capitaliſts trembled for their coffers, and the 


Rue Vivienne paid a part of the regiment of the 


French guards. Apprehenſions, which were 
well founded, ſpread everywhere; every man 
was armed in an inſtant, becauſe every man was 
afraid ; while the troops of the court, who came 
7 | | to 
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| The Revolution was made, becauſe it ought to 


g_ 
-+-- __ 


prince of Lambeſc had condeſcended on the eve 


| tal, or vertical, or diagonal, and often oppoſite | 


$8 NEW: PICTUREOF/PARIS 
to exterminate were-llow in their march. The 


to give warning to the Pariſians, by ſtriking an 
old man in the Tüilleries with his ſabre. That 
good patriot, the prince, has a claim to all our 
gratitude. A lucky cannon ball broke the chain 
which held the draw bridge of the Baſtille, and it 
was this cannon ball which overthrew the mo- 
narch and the monarchy. I ſmile with pity when 
I ſee a multitude of writers ſtriving to aſſign the 
cauſes of the Revolution, hunting for its authors, 
. ignorant meanwhile, that, in political events, it is 
one day which produces another; that each day 
is, or may become, the day of a new revolution; 
as in an earthquake, each ſhock has an horizons 


direction. An engagement had taken place be- 
tween the court and the people of Paris, but 
from that point to what has ſince reſulted, there 
has been a ſeries of events, all of which, or each, 
if I may uſe the expreſſion, form a amn 
revolution. | 
The rage of ſpeaking, and dhe itch of writes | 
have-engendered a crowd of pamphlets, in which 
Marat and Robeſpierre, though decided revolu- 
tioniſts, are no more like each other than Mallet 
du Pan and Rivarol, in their wenne 
projects. 
Paper ſuffers itſelf to be fained. We may 
ſome day be led to think, that all that has been 
written 
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written is only a ſepulchral romance; but the 
mobility, the ſingularity, the terrible, and the 
comic of events, all prove that they are the off- 
ſpring of each other, that they have had the 
ſame common origin, the ſame compaſs, the ſame 
direction; that they have been unforeſeen and 
ſudden, confounding the moſt ſagacious and moſt 
attentive obſerver; The leaven which has raiſed 
this immenſe maſs of paſte, is of a kind hitherto 
unknown; the eternal lamentations of ſome 
prove that they foreſaw neither the evening nor 
the nett day; and the declamations of others 
diſcover their ignorance, inſomuch as n 
never ſeen the complication of events. | 
It is therefore impoſſible to ee the 
cauſes of this political phænomenon. Tbis great 
volcano might yet have ſlept a long time; it 
threw out its flames, was extinguiſhed, and has 
been lighted again. Writers have wiſhed that 
its lava ſhould run down on one ſide rather than 
another; the lava has one; Ry DO 1 
_ and his pen! 
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SAGE 7 ' os CAPITAL MES TAS | 
\ Our old dhe 2598 delpitic and de- 
grading, and we have overthrown it by an effort 
of generous enthuſiaſm ; but we have confounded 
what was right to deſtroy, with what was neceſ+. 
ſary to preſerve; what was intimately connected 
with deſpotiſm, with what might have allied 
itſelf with every form of government. The pro- 
je& was to form an entire new race of men, and 
we have been transformed into ſavages. In our 
rage for creating and deſtroying, of exploding. 
received ideas, we have never known on what 
foundations to reſt... In proſeribing ſuperſtition; 
we have annihilated religious ſentiments; but 
this was not the mode to regenerate the world. 
Amidſt this diſorder, this moral anarchy, let us 
endeavour to ſeize a thread to guide us. The 
end of theſe terrible innovators was to ſubſtitute 
the love of our country in place of every other 
affection. The love of our country ought un- 
doubtedly to be the baſis of republican virtue; 
but in order to feel this affection, we muſt find 
happineſs in our country. This attachment, 
which -ought to warm the republican, is not 
merely that inſtin&t which binds man to the 
1 
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glebe where he was born, which endeats him to 
the tree that ſhades the cottage where his cradle 
was rocked, the republican embraces in his affec- 
tion all who ſurround him; all his fellow-citizens 
are dear to him, he is connected with them all 


by a kind of patriotic conſanguinity. 2 95 
In this new order of things, we could not con- 
ſcientiouſly embrace and cheriſh the French no- 
bility. This claſs was in ſome ſort a proud caſt, 
like the bonzes, the gymnoſophiſts of India, more 
anxious to ſeparate themſelves from the commu- 
nity than to be uſeful. The nobility ought to 
have ſeen, that the world is condemned to perpe- 
tual convulſions. Empires fall into ruins, nations 
diſappear. Barbarians iſſue from their foreſts, - 
ſubjugate countries enervated by luxury, the arts 
and enjoyments. Errors, follies, and violence, 
compoſe in every age and in every country the 
hiſtory of mankind. In hearing all the lament- 
able cries which have been uttered againſt the 
Revolution, one might ſuppoſe that the Parifian 
had never read hiſtory, ſince he ſeemed to imagine 
himſelf a privileged being, for ever exempted 
from thoſe ancient calamities which were only 
deſtined to figure on paper; in the ſame manner 
as when, in full health, we read books on medi- 
cine, and are aſtoniſhed, afflicted, and groan at 
the diſeaſe which attacks us, as if all were ſubject 
to feel it but ourſelves. The child, who firikes 
the table againſt which he has hurt himſelf, is but 
a feeble 


12 New Pretvis or yatis, 
a feeble" image) of Pariſiati puerlity accuſing all 
nature, all mankind,” all events, for the / political 
evils of which his city was the centre. The Pa: 
ritian had no foreſight of what has happened, and 
believed that it was an unexpected ſcourge, ereat- 
ed, arranged, and prepared ſolely againſt himſelf, 
and the language of his complaint was fo extra 
vagant; that it became at times humorous and 
comic, being an ineredible mixture of every thing 
new which wit and folly could collect together. 
Ancient and modern hiſtory was carefully ſeru- 
tinized, and every thing which bore the ſlighteſt 
reſemblance to the events of the day was ſeized 
on as prediction and propheey. Every book that 
bore the title of revolution was bought up and 
carried away; editions which rotted in the ware- 
houſes of the bookſellers faw the light, and no 
roite of the purchaſers us heard by the ſhop⸗ 
keepers but this: . Give me the hiſtory of a Re- 
4 wlution!“ Books which had been wh nr 
or-defpiſed for an hundred and fifty years, were 
now. ſought for, and obtained the honours of a 
binding in a library. At ſales, we were always 
hearing theſe words: Give me the Roman Re- 
volutions, the Revolutions of Sweden, of Italy 
and bookſellers, in order to ſell their old books 


printed falſe titles, and took the purchaſe on the 
credit merely'of the label. All theſe ſtudies did 
not give a grain more of patience eithor to the 
noble or the roturier; they pretended; that” they 

ought 
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ought to have been inacceſſible to thoſe ſtrokos 
of fortune, and loaded with imprecations every 
one ho had not known how. to foreſee. or hin- 


der the loſs. of theix; privileges: Abbé, Maury, 
their advocate, ho by his imprudent and ex 


ceſlive confidence: in! vain aſſemhlage of words, 


had done them mote harm than good, was ene - 


loped in the diſgrace, of their reprobation;. they 
Fay ar themſelves, neither for him or his bro 

ther, who periſhed on the ſcaſſold . Every thing 
ama 0. curious of che det lamatpr kind. either 
for vehemence or extravagance, paſſed in von · 


verſations and in pamphlets, and ruſied on a 


noiſy eataract of uſeleſs. phraſes. -, Ihe voice oi 
Mallet du Pan mingled ſelf wiſely with that 
of Duroai®* and Barruel Beauvert; and the whole 


of this inflated, continuous, monotonous tribe, fell 


into the abyſs of forgetfulneſs and deriſion. 

This aroſe from placing almoſt; the whole of 
the actors in the Revolution on the ſame line, from 
not knowing how to diſtinguiſh between Condox- 


cet and Marat, Briſſot and Robeſpierre;,. It is 


from this ſpecies of ignorance that the, tribe of 
ſhameleſs journaliſts. have met with, all the con: 
tempt which they deſerved; by denying the vir- 
tue of faithful repreſentatives, the ferocious 
Montagnard was emboldened ; and a man below 


* Guillotined the 2 th * Anguft. He faid, that the hap- 
* 7 4 1 was to die on the 4 of the 2 Se, 
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even mediocrity in talents, ' as well as patriotic - 
virtues and perſonal qualities, a man without 
energy or diſcernment, that dwarf: called Robeſ- 
pierre, dazzled the putnx; and the ans rilbries, 
while the groſs invectives poured out on the party 
of the Gironde, that animoſity towards men who 
were irreproaehable, theſe abſurd denominations, 
Men of the marſhes' changed into toads, created Ool- 
lots d' Herbois, Carriers, Lebons, and others of 
the ſame deſcription; the enemies of the Revo- 
lutlon imagined they had gained every thing in 
loading the Briſſotins, the Girondins, the Roland- 
its with infults; and thus the party of the Moun 
tain raiſed the ſcaffolds; becauſe the National 
Convention; oppreſſed and degraded for two 
years, could not reſume its reſpectability till it 
had been horribly- mutilated. The Pariſians 
have paid dear for the contempt which they ven- 
tured to manifeſt towards upright and virtuous 
men; the whole nation was deceived by Paris, 
and by all thoſe infamous pamphlets which were 
applauded and circulated by the Pariſians. The 
Mountain party, which at that time was far from 
ſubjugating or deceiving the whole of France) 
took an anſcendaney, becauſe ſuch of the repre- 
ſentatives as were enlightened, moderate, and phi- 
loſophical men, had been the victims of the molt 
deplorable errors. If 'the people had had the 
good ſenſe to adhere to thoſe deputies who joined 


irmneſs to AR ry and courage to wiſdom, 
whey 


who, penetrated with the ſacredneſs of their 
duty, had united to overthrow the double fac- 
tion, they would not hape opeped ſo wide a field 
to the Anarchiſts, the Terroriſts, and the drinkers 


of blood, nor would they hays been ſo-puniſhed 


for their long and invincible blindneſs. But 


whenever the plan was propoſed to march againſt 
the National Convention, they were always ready; 


ings, which robbed every repreſentative of the 
people of his merit or his virtue, it became. the 
mode to run don the deputies, and menace 
them. I ſolemn declare, that the aſſafſination 
of a repreſentative was looked; on as an amuſe- 
continually employed as deſtructive Weapons 
people, was there ever conceived. an opinion 
more erroneous, more unfortunate, more deſtruc· 
tive of that tie which ought to bind the national 
repreſentation to the city which it inhabits, This 
is the origin of all our bloodſhed: by loading with. 


inſults every man who was honeſt or. courageons, 
no man had a right to the public eſteem; the 

moſt virtuous became the moſt feeble; and vil- 
lains and plunderers ſeized the reins of authority. 
It is you, Parifiags, who willed. theſe outrages! 
Read your on indictment, and then, ſi W 
ment on . 
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and after the ſpread. of all theſe virulent writ- ON 
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Ire migbt be BR thät; i 1768, "there" "Were" : 
five or fix” kings in France. Ihe Queen was 4 
king; the groſs Monſieur was u King: all diſputed 
me authority of the king in the nomination to 
charges, to places, to employments, to benefices, 
to ſalaries. "Theſe perſons'embarraſſed/themſelves' | 
very little about King or Kingſhip, as we may 
eaſily judge by their conduct, their proceedings 
and, above all, byetheir converſation. Louis the 
XVIth was the perpetual object of their raillery” 


were the arms which they wielded, with an add 
dreſs that was peculiar to themſelves; and they 
may certainly boaſt, that under no reign the ta- 
jent of epigram was ever carried to ſo high YE; 
pitch of perfection as againſt the perſon of the 
prince. When the idol was completely degraded, 
this group of privileged perſonages, very foolith, | 
very knaviſh, and for the moſt part very arrogant, 
imagined, or were defirous of making it believed, 
that all the powers of Europe ought to arm 
themſelves to defend their places, their charges, 
their benefices, their penſions, and all their noble 
gratifications, and they were aſtoniſhed when 
TEM) { they. 
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they found that Prance ben een halo 
du tn Yr "i Al Fry 

os poor Albers put bimfelf ehe ad 
of a band which wore a ribband, I forget what; 
and every man who was not of this band was to 
be regarded as the greateſt ſcoundrel in the uni- 
verſe. This claſs of high nobility treated the 
king with avowed contempt, and entertained 
ſerious ideas of reſtoring” the old feudal govern- 
ment. Louis the XVith was adviſed of this, 
which determined him to lean towards the po- 
pular party, and aſſemble the States-General. 
We were then ſo entanged, that friends 'arid'ene- 
mies of the Revolution all found themſelves un- 
able to draw buck a _ ſtep Wahoo the ar 
eſt danger. 2 

Theſe Samer nobles heats their” cir- 
cle of authority: they have fince been called 
Ariſtocrats. They were every where in open 
war, both againſt the people, and againſt the ſo- 
vereign, whom they deſpiſed, whom they torment- 
ed, and whom they menaced, when every thing 
did not go according to their mind. They had 
even plotted to carry off the king, and make him 
priſoner, and they were anxious to have him con- 
ſidered as ſuch. At length, when the decrees of 
the National Aſſembly reſtored to the king the 
whole of his authority, they publiſhed in their li- 
bels, that his authority was degraded and de- 
ſtroyed. Theſe ſhameleſs Ariſtocrats had no other 
Vol. I. |S : king, 
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The whole of his adminiſtration was employed in 
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their pride, and their vanity. uhh 
| The great fault of the National Aſſembly was 
that of attempting to coneiliate things, which 
by their own nature were irreconcileable. The 
crown and the plough were the greateſt gainers 


by the French conſtitution. The Ariſtocrats in 


their fury became the official defenders of all 
crowns, and were anxious to render them reſpon- 
ſible for the general inſurrection of France, whilſt 
it is well known that e | 
objection whatever againſt the king. | 

The enemies of the republic never ee 
of the indiſcipline of the troops of the line un- 
til they had been diſappointed in employing them 
for their own deſigns, and in exciting a civil wat 
from one end of the kingdom to the other. 
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THE CARDINAL DE LOME RI 


- * 
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Tuis Archbiſhop, who was held forth as a fort 
of general deliverer, took poſſeſſion of the ſcene. 
As a reward for his promiſes, it was thought 
fit to decorate him with the title of firſt miniſter. 


ruining his own reputation, and in recompenting 
; his 
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his on all 1 abbeys on which 


he could ſeize. nim 

He was — bing the . duties 
according to his own plan, but not knowing how 
to gain over the | Parliament, who refuſed to en: 
regiſter it, he diſplayed all the reſources of his 
genius in ordering the. courts of juſtice to be be- 
lieged by the French and Swiſs guards. A 
Member of the Parliament was carried off from 
the chamber of his peers, The Revolution would 
perhaps have taken place on that day, but the 
Pariſians embarraſſed themſelves very little about 
the Parliament; they roſe, as I ſhall prove here- 
after, only becauſe, at the moment of the impu- 
dent and abſurd. manceuvre of the 11th and 12th 
of July, ſome; trembled for their money, and 
others for their lives, I was one of the latter 
deſcription, and I own that I thought of nothing 
but my perſonal defence againſt the troops of the 
court. If Verſailles had not menaced Paris in 
the moſt openly hoſtile manner, Paris would have 
remained perfectly tranquil. But when every 
one took arms, even poets and authors, on ac- 
count of the ſtrange capers of the Prince of Lam- 
beſc, whom I ſhall ever call a good patriot, and 
which filled up the meaſure of general apprehen- . 
lion, there was but one cry, which reſounded 
from every quarter, and this was the cry of ven- 
geance. 
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wrong in looking at diſtant facts for the cauſes 
of the Revolution. It vas the Tight of cannon, 
and of all the apparatus of war: it was the 
ſtroke of a ſabre on the bald head of an old 
man: it was the lucky impertinence of the 
prince who penetrated into the Tuillenes on a 
Sunday, and violated the ſacredneſs of the gar- 
den at the head of a troop of horſe, which acted 
like a fignal of deſpair, and eleQrified every head 
to ſuch a point, that the commotion which fol- 
lowed aftoniſhed even thoſe who excited it. An 
inſurreftion like this was neither combined nor 
organized: it might have taken place amidſt 
the moſt peaceable people. The Parifians never 
thought of deſtroying Verſailles : it was Wann 
A 4 26010 
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SIEGE OF THE COURTS OF Josriez. * 


nue e ee eee 
volution! D' Artoĩs and Conde had taken thei 
flight. They had till then marched with fronts 
the ſafety of the people of Paris. If the p 


jected maſſacre did not ſucceed according 10 


2 their 
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wir 


their wiſhes, it was, not their fault; they did all 
they could towards its ſucceſs, and the National 
Aſſembly had nearly. been blown up at Verſail- 
les. Theſe princes took-their flight whenever 
they ſaw two heads-ſtuck- on pikes ; and Conde, 
who had taken refuge at Chantilly, having en- 
quired if the burghers had engaged in the affair, 
and being anſwered in the affirmative, decamped 
acroſs the country without following any road. 
The princes and nobles could ſcarcely find legs 
enough to eſcape the lantern: they abandoned 
the king as ſoldiers in a rout, crying aloud, ** The 
devil take the hindmoſt!” , | 

The courtier, the counſel, the clergy, * the 
parliament, bad formed, ſo ftroog.s league again} 
Turgot, that they forced the King to diſmiſs him 
and on the day of this miniſter's diſgrace, the king, 
in croſſing the gallery, was applauded with en- 
thuſiaſm: this was the fineſt eulogium that ever 
was beſtowed on Turgot. It ſeemed as if a troop 
of malefactors had aſſembled together to rejoice 
at the breaking up of the Marechauſee. This joy 
appeared ſo indecent to the ambaſſador of Na- 
ples, that he could not help ſaying to his neigh- 
bour, © I think I ſee a great ſeigneur diſmiſſing 
an honeſt man; his ſteward, and bis inſolent va- 
* Jets, ſeem to rejoice in preſence of their maſter, 
©* becauſe this honeſt ſteward kept them in or- 
der.“ Theſe men were alſo the cauſe of the diſ- 
miſhon of the Maleſherbes, and the Neckers ; and 


; it 
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it was under the adminiſtfatiof'6f the latter that 
the Tovereignity'6 te Princes begaf to take "We 
aſcendancy, hi ho As them. heir Plans 
were directed by an aſſociation of fubaltern intfil 
guers, who were Called in the modern ſtiſe ail 
Feu „ TWo agents of this Tpeties,” Whg do nat 
| merit the hon6ur'sf being named, were detachen 
to work up, as dete it, the arc go geberan 
they were couritenanctd' by the old men of Pontf. 
chartrain, and by” the charges and places whith 
they held under the binder The director⸗gene- 
ral contented himſelf at firſt: with keeping them 
at bay by a pure conſciẽnee and profound eon 
tempt; but worn out by intrigues and oppoſition, 
he determined to withdraw. He might have'faid 
to them at leaving Marli, „Vou will not” ſuffer 
«me to reform vou: I foreſee that in leſs than 
ten years you will all periſh.' The retreat of 
the Dire&or-General was the epoch of their ruin. 
Upon the whole, we bught not to reproach them 
with this wrong; they have been ſeverely" pu- 
niſhed, and France has reaped an ver _ 
veſt from their folly, 1 07 351925 Dorey 
They ordered the courts of juſtice to bells 
fieged, becauſe they had a"profound contempt 
for the long robe, and yet the'greateſt part of the 
officers of the guards had their relations or friends 
in the parliament; but dare thing ys now 


\ T7 


that the king was ou the Primus inter fare; 
they 
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they have told me ſo themſelves, and after [this 
fine reaſoning they conſidered him merely as their 
caſh-keeper;,/or: their treaſurer. It was under 
this point of view that ſome blamed and 
others approved the holding of the States · Gene 
ral; ſome fearing that they ſhould no longer 
have the means of pillaging : the royal coffer; 
others flattering themſelves that it would be the 
way to repleniſh it. Their ſhort· ſighted views, 
and their inſolence, were of ſervice to the na- 
tion, who came on them by 2 in this * 
of diſunion, and cruſhed them. Rae 
I Thoſe who were not of the high nobility, res 
membered: what paſſed in the States in 1614, 
A deputy of the nobility of the Upper Limoſin 
ſtruck. the lieutenant of Uzarche, a deputy of 
the tiers-etat/ of the Lower Limoſin, The ſaid 
chamber made their complaints to the king, who 
laid the affair before the parliament; and as all 
the officers looked on themſelves as intereſted-in 
this inſult, the Parliament condemned this noble- 
man to be beheaded, which, as he had eſcaped, 
was executed in effigy. And, as if in the face 
of the States each one amuſed himſelf in playing 
the impertinent, and manifeſting an opep con- 
tempt of the laws, Rochefort dealt ſeveral blows 
to Maſſillac, under pretence that he had flan- 
dered M. le Prince, and ſpoken: irreverently of 
the Queen, declaring ſeveral particularities of his 
deſigns againſt her. Geran, and ſome others, of- 
| fered 
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fered the Queen to cane M. Rochefort, but M. 
de Buillon diſſuaded him, and undertook to fol- 
low up the affair on the part of the Queen. Not-: 
withſtanding all that the Prince did, M. de 
Buillon, who proſecuted the affuir for the Queen, 
was himſelf [arreſted lt is to be remarked, that 
the Prince had preſented his defence to the par- 
liament, in which he owned the violence com- 
mitted by Rochefort, pretend ing that princes 
of the blood might commit ſuch violences with 
impunity; but having afterwards received notice 
that it was very probable that his on confeſ- 
ſion. would commit the perſonal ſafety of Ro- 
chefort, and that the parliament would proceed 
againſt him in conſequence, it being true that 
princes of the blood could uſe no ſuch violence 
without being liable to juſtice, he withdrew his 
defence. A pleaſant ſort of defence, which 
ſtated the right of e of the blood to cane 
people of quality)!“ ii ad 
After the dene theſe e Gig, i 
had done when the prince and his party de: 
manded the convocation of the States. They 
had hoped to lay a ſnare for the Queen, and to 
excite ſuch difficulties and diviſions as would ſet 
the kingdom in a flame; but when they ſaw that 
they were all conſpiring for the good of the 
ſtate, they then turned towards the parliament, 
and tried to produce the effect which they bad 
not been able to do with the ſtates. They ſowed 
jealouſy 
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jealouſy in this body againſt the government, per- 
ſuading them that they were deſpiſed, and that 
they had not the ſhare which they ought to have 
in the great affairs which were then in agitation: 
They promiſed to aid them in ſupporting: their 
authority. Thoſe repreſentations made to per- 
ſons who had already a ſuffleientiy good opinion 
of themſelves, ſo influenced the parliament, that 
they aſſembled all the chambers on the 24th of 
March, four days after the deputies of the States 
had been diſmiſſed, It was 1 ny that by the 
good pleafure of ne king g. te princes, dukes, 
peers, and officers, of the, crow u- ſould be in- 
vited to meet in the ſaid court, to adviſe reſpect- 
ing the propoſitions which, ſhould be made for 
the ſervice of the king, the en of his ſub- 
jects, and the good of his ſtate. 18 

This decree of the parliament was immediatohs 
broken by a decree of the council: the king ſent 
for the preſidents, and reprimanded them very ſe· 
verely ; telling them, that it was their duty, as 
his firſt, parliament, to. employ the authority 
which they held from him the king, to help him 
to ſupport, inſtead of degrading it in his preſence, 
and that he forbad them BOY: further n 
on this ſubject. 

They were not of the ſame a hut reſale. 
ed the next day that the parliament had at all 
times took part in the affairs of the ſtate, and 
that kings were even accuſtomed to ſend them 

treaties 
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treaties of peace; and aſkitheir/advice concerning 
them. HON dev Wii 4 160 1145; Zuid 
2 In ſhort, after four or eee ee 
broken, there the affair reſted ; the obſtinacy of 
the parliament:bore dow the will of the king. 
- Is not this, with: ſome trifling difference, the 
hiſtory of 1788 und 1188 %/%/ẽ k ĩ i 
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” Tax Calle DEſcompte has a right to claim 
its place amongſt the principal cauſes which have 
produced the Revolution. Verſailles never would 
have been able, or have even ventured to abandon 
itſelf to thoſe wild and extravagant ſcenes of dif- 
ſipation which made ſo great -noiſe throughout 
Europe, had it not found ſo much facility in mak- 
ing loans, which facility would not have offered 
itſelf without the ies Wy the Caiffe D'EF- 
compte. nenn 
This bank gendes that ge breed of 
ſtockjobbers, princes, courtiers, magiſtrates, mi- 
litary men, financiers, notaries, and factors. The 
immenſe quantity of fictitious money which was 
thrown into the capital made thoſe imprudent 
and unreflefting youths who ſurrounded the 
* throne, 
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throne, imagine, that they were placed at the 
head of a nation which was inexhauſtible, and 


for ever at their orders. They dreamt, that they 


had nothing to do; but to enjoy life, thinking 
themſelves abſolute maſters, and above every kind 


of controul, and preſumed that they might even 
throw aſide their cumbrous dignity, that magical 
virtue of courts. The Queen began with over- 
turning all thoſe old-eſtabliſhediceremonies which 
ſtood in the way of her taſtes and her pleaſures, 
without conſidering that E rage eh 
dium of the houſ. 

of the Malſherbes, the 
Turgots, and the Neckers, indicated to the na- 
tion that it would be more ONES. 
ſailles than to amend it. 

There was not à corner of the French domi 
njons iich wessen ſullied with the ſcandalous 
debaucheries of thoſe who were called the young 
Seigneurs 5 and as to their reputation, they had 
themſelyes taken ſo much liberty with it, that ca- 
lumny had nothing to add on that head. 
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flection, and by the uſual aſcendency of words 
over things, is that of having conſidered France 
as one of the moſt ancient monùrchies of the 
world. France has been conſtantly governed by 
the moſt ancient, the moſt dexterous, and moſt en- 
terpriſing ariſtocracy that ever exiſte. 
The great, the high clergy, and the magiſtras 
ture, being the whole, and the nation being no- 
thing, the nobility divided the nation into three 


R 4 , 9 od 
e Doodle iow db e Safco Si 


claſſes, that bf Ts" __ rich _—__ and _ 


ſerfs. © torlt 10 22 9b 

We Ire aſtoniſhed at chad meds mM een 
kad the folly and duration of the old regime is a 
thing ſtill more aſtoniſhing. + We ſhould marry 
the pen of Juvenal to that of Moliere, if we wiſh- 
ed to preſent in all its odious and ridiculous co- 
lours the arrogance of the great. It was ſuch} 
that France ought to have a thouſand years of 
conſtitution and of liberty to waſh itſelf from the 
ſhame of having been ſo w oppreſſed and G 


ed by ſuch men. 


Yes 


NRW Þ1crokEg of pants. 29 
'Yes, what ought to excite moſt ' aſtoniſhment 


in him who! is acquainted with the hiſtory f 


France is, that this Revolution which has changed 
the' face of Tante and which occupies all Eu- 
rope, ſhould have been made at a moment when 
ariſtocracy ſeemed to m ee . of in- 
ſolence to the higheſt perfection 
The Encyclopædiſts and the 8 held'a 
mimber of opinions which called for great re- 
forms; but if the nobility had not been divided, 
if the parliament had not often ſet fire to the 
houſe of its neighbour: the elergy, if the high 
nobility had not triumphed over the lower with 
the moſt imprudent policy, this coloſſus, exempt 
from taxes and all ſtate charges, would never 
have been ſhaken. The Parliaments were the 
focus of the French ariſtocracy ; and the ariſto- 
cracy, ignorant how to diſtinguiſh true courage 
from pride, and feudal haughtineſs, ſo humbled 
the long robe, that the parliament made no fur- 
ther oppoſition to the convocation! 0 the States- 
— t am 21> lwgduls N 115 0 
lt was towards the term of the debradden of 
enacts the marriages of three princes 
of the royal famihy took place. (They were treated 
like ſovereigns, and certainhy had no need to envy 
any crowned head uf —— for their ho- 
— 7.460 Kotte z 
There was ſome e — be- 
tween the houſe of Orleans and the royal family, 
| but 


11 
&# *X 
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but the latter ſound that D' Orleans was not no- 
ble enough, and treated him, very nearly in the 
ſame. manner as he himſelf would have treated 
a ſimple gentleman. | Theſe follies all turned to 
the advantage of the nation, which emancipated 


itſelf amidſt the ſingular quarxels of the court. 


That court, divided into four, formed, four whirl 
winds, which ſwept away all the miniſters and al 
their affairs, from hence four. councils, in which 
it was uſual to conſider the king as the titular of 
the kingdom, the property of which, belonged to 
themſelves. France was merely an inheritance. 
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Ix the eſtabliſhment of newſpapers, of literary 
ſocieties, of thoſe clubs where men ſpoke freely, 
and eſpecially in Freemaſon's lodges, which 


formed a kind of ſchool for oratory, and here 
the ſame rules in ſpeaking were ſuch as were 


uſed in the legiſlative body, we may diſcover the 


different focuſſes of that inſurrectionary ſpirit, the 


exploſion of which could not have long been re- 


tarded, 1 Meere would have: rip 


Irsieffe. | 92815 
| The 
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| The women who at firſt admire every thing 


that is great, looked upon the Revolution as a kind 


of comedy; but as they love all ſorts of luxury, 
oſtentation, and riches, they were diſtreſſed when 
they ſaw their lover's two epaulettes, the blue rib - 
band, the mitre, the parliamentary robe, the croſs 
of St. Louis, and even the cane à corbin of the 
comptroller of finance, all ſwept away; they per- 
ceived that there was ſomething ſevere and ſe· 
rious in a Revolution, and from that moment they 
turned againſt it. | 

The wives of the long robe were thoſe who 
were moſt angry, and openly accuſed their huſ- 
bands of imbecility ; but even if the Parliament 
of Paris had undertaken to force the monarch 
to chuſe as a model the compoſition of the States 


aſſembled in 1614, the national wiſh, the infor- 


mation of the preſent; day, would have riſen in 
oppolition to that mode. The empire of public 
opinion, and of its increaſing force, were then 
truly incalculable. The French ſpirit,” ſo long 
monarchiſed, became ſuddenly diſpoſed for the 


eſtabliſhment of every political theory, and every 


ſyſtem of legiſlation. I may aſſert, without pride, 
as well as without ſhame, that the reading of 
my work, entitled The Fear 2440, which was ſo 
written as to be intelligible to every claſs, had al- 
ready ſhewn that the greateſt changes were pol- 
. and that! it wie Sem. the — 


„ 6 s : 40 gle 
. 


— 


gle between ſuperantinated worn-out maxims and 
the vigorous principles of eternal juſticte. 


would have — kill-a mann 


matters with the end, but other perſons came, 
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Opinion governs the world, and every pen di- 
rected opinion towards the reform of abuſes ; and 
there were ſo many abuſes in France, that they 


but the world. Sti! 
We eee ko debating; fk 


uch 


who ſaid, Will you decide it by the arm? 
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THEY HAD BUT To, —— W 1 

n nne 


Wu hear nothing but this 18 ue 108 


talk of Revolution: © They had but Sar 
« they had but to do that; they had only 40 


* take ſuch a one; they had only to march ſuch 
« a day and ſuch an hour:” all great and marvel- 


_ lous prophets after the event—all in retrogade 


motion towards the paſt, without being able to 
ſay a ſyllable of what is to happen to-morrow; all 
employed in uſeleſs deelamation, haranguing a 
noiſy cataract, and imagining . their. voice is 
to ſuſpend the foaming waves. 96} e 

How can a journaliſt read tee 
without bluſhing at what he has written? How 
many 


— 
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many falſe calculations! how many erroneous 
opinions | what ignorance of the chain that binds 
all the events of this world! It was but—it 
« was but—” When I hear theſe words, I turn 
aſide my attention, and ſuber the ſpeaker to waſte 
his ſyllables in empty air. | 

Others ſay, Oh! if I bad been in the lace 
* of ——, I would have ſoon blown up all theſe 
< rulers in theory.” They may be ſatisfled: ſome 
have been, arreſted, others have, only juſt had time 
to make their eſcape. No perſon will acknow- 
ledge his want of ſagacity, a ae of 
the blow he has received. | 

It might have been ſuppoſed, that this Bae 
tion was the work of ſome man of extraordinary 
genius, of ſome vaſt head of antique phyſiognomy, 
of ſome mind beyond the ordinary ſtandard: not 
at all, We have all been, what Marivaux, who 
was of the number, calls“ lie great middling,” and 
this perhaps is the reaſon -why things have been 
no worſe. There are no miſtakes more dange- 
rous than thoſe of men of genius. Our faults at 
leaſt have been reparable, and the machine has 
not been cruſhed between our hands. Alternately 
conquerors, and vanquiſhed; we have had nei- 
ther chief nor director, and in the bloody fray the 
wicked have periſhed with ſome good men. Af: 
ter a battle, we _ oy dead! Y 
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Br ron the Revolution, Monſieur, the king's 
brother, in ſpite of the enormous weight of his 
maſs of matter, was a wit-monger, and kept a 
wit · warehouſe. In this office were manufactured 
many an epigram, many a joke againſt the poor 
Pariſians. The great atchievement was to mig 
them; the moſt ridiculous things in the world 
were announced in the Journal of Paris, ſuch 
were the letters of the ſociety ; Beaumarchais, 
at the age of fifty-five, was ſent to be coy 
at St. Lazare. 

Bon mots was the choiceſt food of the dtex ; 
their own good taſte and wit _ them in ex- 
ſtaſies. 

This coterie was highly diſpleaſing to men of 
letters, who, hurt by the miſchievouſly cauſtic 
character of the Prince, ere&ed their batteries 
againſt him in their turn. He was repreſented to 
the public as a ſcurvy author, preſiding over a 
literary areopagus, where he was nothing but the 
foſter- father of every thing that iſſued from it. 

The Prince alſo mingled himſelf in certain 
affairs, and acted a part in that of the Marquis 

5 | de 
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de Favras; ſo much the more mal. a- droit, and 
puſillanimous, as he not only unmaſked himſelf 
to every experienced obſerver, but was the cauſe 
of the execution of the Marquis, who carried 
his complaiſance ſo far as not to mention the 
name of the Prince; the laſt act of a courtier, 
which all the courtiers eſteemed ſublime, The 
Prince took his flight at the departure of the 
king for Varennes, and having alternately be- 
come regent of the kingdom, and monarch in par- 
tibus, was called the gros regent, and King of 
Verona, The counter: revolutioniſts denominate 
him Louis the XVIII; and his nullity is an affair 
ſo well underſtood, that the Republicans give 
him this title by way of deriſion. | 
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{+++ DISMISSION OF M. NECKER. 


Tux 1555 of uti breads rom little cauſes is 
but juſt begun, and it is from long meditation 
that I do not travel far in ſearch of the cauſe of 
any event, when that of yeſterday gives me often 
the true ſolution. 

The privileged orders, whe Grow: de 
ſion meant to employ only treachery, ſtratagem, 
and certain little tricks to ſpread diviſion, penury, 
and even famine throughout the provinces, and 

bring about the diſſolution of the National Aſſem- 
bly, ſeeing that it had the impertinence to wiſh 
to eſtabliſh the rights of man, refolved to aſſociate 
the pleaſure of vengeance with the pride of em- 
pire, to ſtrike horror at once into the capital, 
and brave the whole army. They treated 48 
bourgeois fix hundred poor deputies, almoſt 
cruſhed beneath the weight of national calamity; 
and quite aſtoniſhed that the zzers &at were not 
diſpoſed to ſubmit to the ſame humiliations 
which they had borne in the afſemblies of former 
reigns ; they decreed in their ſecret committee, 
that the miniſter of finance ſhould be driven out 


with eclat, that they ſhould make themſelves 
| maſters 


15 
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maſters of Paris, and-of the aſſembled bourgeois} 
that if they found any who were diſpoſed to be 
mutinous, they ſhould be diſperſed, no matter 
how ; in ſhort, that the words of States General, 
and of National Aſſembly, ſhould henceforth be 
effaced from all French dictionaries. Twenty- 
five or thirty thouſand men, horſe and foot, had 
orders to march towards the environs of Paris 
and Verſailles ; but were they quite ſure of the 
military who began to diſcuſs the propriety of 
the order, and who were indignant at the plan 
of being made only inſtruments of ſlavery? Iu 
order to folve this queſtion, à rehearſal of this 
bloody tragedy was performed. The court party 
cauſed a mutiny of the workmen in a manufac- 
ture in the ſuburb St. Antoine; the manufacture 
was ſet on fire, to furniſh a pretence for march- 
ing the French and Swiſs guards againſt the pre- 
tended revolters, and to have the air of protecting 
houſes and property againſt incendiaries. The 
rehearſal ſucceeded to their wiſhes; the ſoldiery 
fired, and wounded as many as they could; and 
the burning of the barriers was likewiſe contrived 
to ſerve as a pretence for a more : formidable in- 
troduction of troops. | | 

The full-grown children had Howells been fo 
accuſtomed to tricking, that at length they trick- 
ed themſelves. They had not the patience, dur- 


| Ivg the whole of this fine undertaking, to wait 
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for the arrival of all the troops. They precipi- 
tated the diſmiſſal of M. Necker; and on Satur- 
day evening, the IIth of July, he received orders 
to leave the kingdom in twenty - four Bann. with 
as little noiſe as poſſible; (4 

This was the ſignal of bankruptcy, and at the 
end of the royal ſitting. and the plenary court, 
every mind rallied itſelf to the ſtandard of inſur- 
rection. The army of ſtockjobbers aſſembled in 
the Palais Royal; a man mounted on a table, 
animated with that boldneſs, the impulſe: of the 
moment, that audacity which effects great things, 
taking two piſtols from his pocket, harangued 
the people; and exclaiming, “Our ruin is de. 
© creed, ſee what is paſſing in the Champs Ely- 
« ſees; the troops are taking poſſeſſion of the 
* whole ſpace between the Star of Chaillot and 
« the Tuilleries, they are drawn up in a line 
eg of battle; we have deliberated enough, let us 
« deliberate with our arms, we are the moſt nu - 
* .merous, and we ſhall be the ſtrongeſt ; let us 
farm ourſelves, let every citizen arm, let us 
* march!” The people poured out in crowds; 
the orator had torn off a branch of the tree 
which ſhaded him ; this branch was transformed 
into a green cockade, and a green ribband” was 
tied to every man's button-hole ; it was the tint 
of hope. But recollecting immediately that 


green was the colour of D'Artois, they took 
thoſe 
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thoſe of the city of Paris; hence the three-coloured 
cockade, which, from the obſtacles that are thrown 
in its way, will poſſibly make the tour of the world. 
| The alarm-bell was rung, gunſmiths and ar- 
mourers ſhops were ſtripped; ſearch was made a 
everywhere for arms; working ſhops were ſet up, 
diſtricts. were organized. The hammer reſounded, 
iron was bent or flatted; kitchen utenſils were 
formed into weapons; innumerable. crowds 
thronged to the invalids, ſeized on all the muſkets, 
and to the great aſtoniſhment of the ſoldiers, com- 
mitted no kind of diſorder; the multitude trayerſed 
cellars full of wine without touching it; it was 
arms alone that they ſought ; they dragged away 
cannon of the heavieſt metal; and marched, off 
as by enchantment. Expert cannoneers would 
have taken two days to perform what was exe- 
cuted in three hours. 

While M. Necker was travelling quietly in 
his- poſtchaiſe, his diſmiſſion had excited the 
moſt extraordinary and moſt rapid commotion 
recorded in hiſtory. What a night from Monday 
to Tueſday! Patrols on foot, and croſſing each 
other at every fifteen ſteps ! a multitude agitated 
by fear, anxiety, and indignation! a hollow 
murmur, accompanied by inceſſant knocking, 
without any determinate object, at doors and 
ſhops! the melancholy, monotonous, and conti- 
nued ſound from all the bells of this immenſe 
capital! the alarm-bell, amidſt the darkneſs, 

| ſeemed 


40 wiw Pietoxs or Pats. | 
ſeemed the fignal of che indignation” and ven- 
geance of a great nation, roured to cruſfr à 
throne LWhat a night And ye princes,” mi- 
niſters, and governors of empires, who have fever 
heard this tocſin, expect to re it t ſound . "_ 
firſt attempt againſt liberty. . 25 
This alarm; bell of the capita was 5 Heard 00 
one end of the empire to the other. An'invi- 
ſible power ſtruck in every part this land of op- 
preſſion; and every where we faw men in arms 
iſſue forth from its boſom. N 
And on what depended this great c. commotioti " 
Shall we explain it? It was excited by a diyie 
nity which we call Fear: The court had terriffed 
the capital by the apparatus of war; from hence 
that memorable day, which was the greateſt, the 
moſt ſublime, and the moſt majeſtic, WIRED will 

- ever be recorded by poſterity. | 
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CLUB OF THE JACOBINS, 


REEL 4 T6 
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How has the fineſt gold become dim ; how 
has it been changed into the vileſt lead | The 
popular ſocieties, the patriotic clubs, the friends 
of the conſtitution were indiſpenſably neceſſary 

| in 
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in the firſt years of our politicat change: Theſe 
ſocieties alone, by the union of the maſs of the 
people, could oppoſe with" advantage the prefu- 


djees and errors they had to overthrow, accelerate 
the progreſs of information, diſſeminate great 


trutlis, eſtabliſ principles, ſpread the love of ci- 
vic virtues, implant patriotiſm in every heart, and 
finally form the public ſpirit, which could alone 
produce unity of opinion as well as unity of ac- 
tion. Such were the labours which were glo- 
riouſly undertaken by the Jacobins! To et 
a degree of happinefs ſhould we have arrived a 
long time ſince, if they had continued as they 
had begun, or as they proceeded” during twWè or 
three years ſucceeding the Revolution: The ma- a 
lignant genius of faction had otherwiſe deeided ; 
already he had hovered over France, glidedamidft 
patriotic clubs, and breathed his impure ſpirit of 
madnefs and fury into all their members. The 
Jacobins ſtill ſubſiſt, but from the inſtant of the 
creation of the' Republic, theſe men no more re- 
ſembled the patriots of 89, 90, and 91, than the 
French of the preſent day, republican | as they 
are in name, reſemble the Spartans or Romans at 
the moſt brilliant periods of their virtue, and 
their glory. 

If we are deſirous to be informed of the cauſe 
of ſo melancholy a change, let us hear the words 
of an intelligent 'repreſentative ; * The popular 
Societies,“ ſays he in one of his reports, were 

« at. 
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dat their birth the temples. of liberty and equa · 
cc ity. The citizens and repreſentatives of the 
« A crowded. thither to meditate together 
on the overthrow of tyranny, the fall of kings, 
« ' and the. great means of conſolidating, liberty. 
< In theſe. ſocieties, we faw the people in union 
q with their, mangatories, enlightening, and ex- 
* amining their conduct. But ſince theſe. ſame 
« aſſemblies have been, filled. with artful men, 
„WhO reſort thither to canvas, by their vehe: 
« ment cries, their elevation to the legiſlature, to 
« the miniſtry, to the higheſt offices of the army, 
« ſince_ theſe. clubs are made up of too many 
6e public officers, and too few citizens, the peg: 
cc * ple are become nothing; it is no langer the 
people who judge the government, it is the 
coaleſced functionaries, who by uniting their 
7 influence, ſilence, terrify the people, ſeparate 
them from their legiſlators from whom, they 
6. ought always to be inſeparable, and corrupt 
the public opinion, on which they ſeize, and 
« by which they impoſe, ſilence even on the go- 
« yernment, by making. themſelves the denun- 
e ciators. of the liberty which they inſult, ruin, 
« and deſtroy,” | 15 
The luminous truths aid in this extrafl, 
ought to appear ſo much the leſs ſuſpicious to 
the impartial reader, as they were dictated by 
one of the moſt zealous partizans for clubs; and 
it is principally to the Jacobins of Paris that 
theſe 
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theſe great truths are applicable. In reality, 
when the Dantons, the Marats, the Robeſpierres, 
the Collots, the Billauds, the Couthons, the Du- 
mas, and many other individuals whoſe names 
eſcape me, predominated in the ſociety, when 
every deputy. of note, the miniſters, the magi- 
ſtrates of the people, and other public funQion- 
aries were become members, they. thought much 
leſs of the government than the governors, and 
were conſidered as objects to whom court was 
to be paid, and from whom were to be torn, ei- 
ther by flattery, meanneſs, or importunity, the 
moſt lucrative employments. The ſociety was 
quite devoted to thoſe perſons, and its members, 


which before ſat as judges on their conduct 


with ſo much dignity, became their vileſt para- 
ſites, their ſlaves, the blind inſtruments of their 
ambitious and deteſtable paſſionsgs. 
Such is the abridged hiſtory of the Jacobins, 
of whom we have been the impartial obſervers 
from their origin to their fall. At different 


epochas they ſometimes did good, ſometimes 


evil; they formed the public mind, then de- 
graded it into demagogical fanaticiſm; and diſ- 
honoured by their exceſſes that liberty which 

they had ſo powerfully ſerved by their labours. 
Conſidered with reſpect to its members, the 
ſociety preſented, at its birth, an union of men 
formed to aſtoniſh us by the boldneſs of their ge- 
mus. Divided in ſentiments, theſe apoſtles. of 
liberty 


44  nEw pretote of PARTS. | 
liberty diſbanded; and were replaced by weak 
ignorant men, whoſe defect of underſtanding 
pushed them on te idelize the very Intrigters'f 
whom they were vanefüſhed. 
"Viewed in its chef de" H, or leaders, this ſö 
ciety was nothing more than ati affemblage of 
factious, miſtaken men, accomplices, and wenne 
of Robeſpierre, and other great criminals. 
One of che greateſt faults of the Conſtituent 
Aſſembly, was not Having! had'forefight and c- 
rage fifficient to ſhit” up all the clubs, and 
chiefly that of Paris, at the moment the conftit 
tion was accepted by the people; ; if it was im- 
poſſible to ſuppreſs entirely at that period thee 
formidable clubs, it was right at leaſt to circiim- 
ſcribe them within ſuch narrow limits as to ref - 
der them incapable of erer becoming rivals with 
the conſtitutional authorities, and diſturbing the 
public peace. Was it prudent to ſuffer altar to 
be eretted againſt altar? By prefervirig the ſeat; 
folding of the edifice, the enemies of liberty aid 
hold of the vulgar among the Jacobins, and em. 
ployed them as weng; we may compare 
them to ſoldiers ſuddenly Aiſbandes; and without 
pay. Thus there has not exiſted a ſingle con- 
ſpiracy againſt the republic, which has not had 
its principal focus at Paris. It is under the 
ſanction of the laws that all law has been de. 
ſtroyed. The Jacobins have aſſumed every maſk, 
you will find them again in N primary al- 
ſembly, 
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taking poſſeſſion of the ſections, and 


and anarchy ! Do not imagine that the cannon of 
Vendemiaire has ſoftened their fury; everywhere 
they had formed new eonſpiracies, and prepared 
for Conde his entrance into the departments of 
the Doubs, and the Jura. To provoke maſſacre, 
pervert public opinion, proſcribe the animating 


. ſongs of liberty ſo formidable to our enemies; 


ſuch is the work of the J nib A jugs 
and net to em 39 1 97 100 


| CHAP. "EVE 


LABOURS IN. THE-CHAMPS DE MARS. 


eee ae * * been ſeen 8 
any people ſuch, an aſtoniſhing and ever memo- 
rable inſtance of fraternity! I never think of it 


but with admiration. Here I ſaw a hundred and 
fifty thouſand citizens, of every claſs, age, and 


ſex, forming the moſt delightful picture of con- 
cord, labour, motion, and joy which was ever 
exhibited! Oh, what monſters are thoſe who 
have effaced theſe ſplendid colours! what a hap- 
py diſpoſition belongs to theſe good and brave 
citizens of Paris, who could transform eight days 

| | of 
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of labour into eight days of the moſt joyous feſ- 
tival, the moſt unexpected and the neweſt that 
had ever been celebrated ! It was a ſpectacle 
ſo original, that it was impoſſible for the moſt 
indifferent or corrupted” to have beheld it with- 
out emotion. In an immenſe ſpace, filled with 
citizens who were truly active and eager to la- 
bour, the moſt varied ſcenes preſented themſelves 
at once to our view; here, they melted into 
tears at the ſight of their general, who came to 
ſhare in the toils of his fellow citizens ; there, we 
heard acclamation and cries of joy at the arrival 
of the king's houſehold ; further on, a military 
band of muſic announced the- arrival of the 
Swiſs, theſe children of liberty, who came to 
partake of the feſtival with their old allies and 
friends. By the. fide of gardener's apprentices, 
diſtinguiſhed by the flowers and ſhrubs. tied to 
their inſtruments, were the pupils of the ſchool 
of painting, diſtinguiſhed by a banner repreſent- 
ing France. After theſe came the hopes of the 
riſing generation, the children of our legiſlators, 
who had joyouſly exchanged the exerciſes of the 
college for the labours of the Champ de Mars. 
Athwart a crowd of monks, women, abbes, and 
coalheavers, I perceived the gallant Captain Ker. 
ſaint, with a phyſiognomy radiant with liberty, 
driving the wheelbarrow with the ſame gaiet) 
as he mounted the Belle Poile, when he went te 


* the enemies of his country. * 8 
1 | 
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Tze reſult of fo glorious and ſo aftoniſhing an 
example of fraternity, deſerves to be tranſmitted 
to the moſt diſtant poſterity. When the Federes 
arrived, we beheld the moſt auguſt of federations, | 
the moſt ſolemn triumph of the people, a day of 
alliance, of admiration, and of tenderneſs. ' 
This memorable day was like an experiment 
in electricity. Every thing which touched the 
chain partook of the ſhock; it was great; it was 
univerſal; it was ſuch in ſhort, that the bare re- 
collection is enough to rally the whole family of 
the French, if our external enemies, jealous of 
our liberty, ſhould come to attack us. Such an 
event would produce' a happy criſis, a national 
effort, which would ſuddenly rebuild the edifice 
of liberty. It cannot be too often repeated; 
never has the court of kings offered ſo magnifi- 
cent a ſpectacle, and ſince Lewis the Sixteenth 
was faithleſs to that facred oath, ſince he could 
never forget that he took it in the face of heaven 
and earth, before a generous nation, he can-ne- 
ver be pitied for the evils which have fallen on 
his head for the moſt deteſtable of þerjuries. 

Alas ! what did he poſſeſs ſo brilliant at his 
Verſailles, in that kind of fortreſs where courtiers 
and accomplices, the heralds of ſlavery, retained 
him as a priſoner? They never loſt fight of 
bim; they continually beſet him, and all this to 
make him ſign whatever ſerved their ambition, or 
Increaſed their intereſt, by the ſubjeQion of the 
nation, 
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nation. Lewis the Sixteenth dethroned himſelf, 
by his diſgraceful flight, and twenty millions of 
inhabitants, who were called Franks, ſlaves as they 
were, by way of Shes n * by a kind 
of miracle. a 

It is ls by oy 2 eee e of theſe 


labours which would not fall ſhort of the reality. 


Citizens of all ages were proud of the honour 


of preparing with their hands the place, where 


they aſſembled to ſwear to defend the conſtitution, 
and live or die free. The multitude of people, 


the briſkneſs of their motions, the diverſity of 


dreſs, every thing concurred to the pictureſque 
variety of this fete; here was a company of 


'coal-porters, there a company of laundreſſes, 
the flour- men, the water- carriers; the ſcavengers 


were un willing to remain idle; the invalids ſhew- 
ed that their arms were yet as vigorous as their 
hearts were courageous. We ſaw even women, 
decked with the ornaments. of their ſex, forget 
its weakneſs, and driving wheelbarrows. The 


trayellers who paſſed by Verſailles. exclaimed, . 


with tears in their eyes, What men are theſe 
Pariſians! It was an object worth ſeeing, that 
vaſt ant hill of citizens, employed in the coarxſeſt 
occupations; the long chain which they formed 
harneſſed in overloaded carts. Enormous ſtones 
yielded to their efforts, it ſeemed as if they were 
dragging mountains; there was not a company 
who were nat ſolicitous to erect an altar to their 

; country. 
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country. Preceded; by bands of military muſic 
marching; four deep, bearing with gaiety the 
ſhovel and ſpade, chanting that immortal chorus 
of a new ſong which they call the national ca- 
rillon; all ſinging, go iru, gs ira, yes! pardieu 
ga ira was re- echded by all who heard them. 
The inhabitants even of diſtant villages joined in 
the ceremony, with their mayor at their ant 
his _ and pickaxe on his ſnoulder. 
hat was moſt ſurpriſing was we or- 
eſo i reighed-, amongſt ſo great a number 
of citizens of every claſs. Not an inſulting 
look, not the ſlighteſt quarrel. There were up- 
wards of two hundred and fifty thouſand in 
the Champ de Mars, and not a fingle centinal, 
A great number of deputies of the federation 
came and joined in the labours, accompanied by 
different members of the National Aſſembly; 
among them Father Gerard was diſtinguiſhed, | 
who, like an ancient Roman, - paſſed from the 
plough to the ſenate, and from the ſenate to the 
plough.-, M. M. Syeyes, and Beauharnois, made 
up the groupe, harneſſed in a cart; it was re- 
marked that they drew more towards the left 
than the right; Abbé Maury drew always to- 
wards the right. On the ninth, the coal-porters 
drew their banner behind them, and one of the 
ſociety, in a ſhort cloak and band, was the figure 
of ariſtocracy perſonified by this ſame J. F. 
Maury. The colleges and boarding-ſchools took 
VOL. I. Her part 
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part in theſe labours. A ſchoolmaſter of Vin- 
eehnes, over heated by his toil, exclaimed, “1 
* can only give my ſweat to my country at pre- 
„bent, when will che happy moment come when 
„ may ſhed my blood for it?? 
The butchers had painted a is knife in 
wer banner, and wrote underneath, Trenbie 
 @fiftairates,” here are the butthers apprentices ! Enor- 
mous maſſes gave way under their nervous arms; 
the workmen of the Baſtine brought in their 
darts all the inſtruments which they made uſe of 
to overturn that horrible fortreſs. The printers 
lent a hand to this patriotie work, and had in- 
ſeribed on their flag, vent ge, ag "of yy 
liberty.” art! r NG 
Several dit of monde peil 
to the circus of the federation, a young ecele- 
ſiaſtie, well podeted, perfumed, and ſparkling, 
ſeemed to look on this glorious ſcene with ch. 
tempt. To the wheeltbartow, to tlie twheelbartow! 
exclaimed the bystnders, and he takes it with 
an air of indifference; © A vigorous patriot, who 
in order to expedite more labour, had a hod on 
his back, while he drove a wheelbarrow full of 
earth, preſſes near him, and exclaims, Leni, 
leave in its place that inſtrument which yon pro- 
fane. He quits his own  wheelbarrow, ſeizes 
on that of M. the Abbe; goes and empties the 
earth without the Champ de Mars, in order that 
: | ih nod bun yan otiony n e 
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he might not ſully it, returns, reſumes his hod, 


and continues his work. 

A whole family were ſeen 2 on the 
ſame ſpot, the father dug, the mother loaded the 
wheelbarrow, and the children drove it by turns, 
whilſt the youngeſt, only four years old, in the 
arms of his great grandfather, who was ninety- 
three, liſped oũt in ſmiling, Ab! ga tu, ga n! 

A eireutnſtabee truly remattable amidſt tis 
immenſe crowd of people unknown to each other, 
was the extreme confideties which reigned 
amongſt them; a young man arriving, takes off 
his coat, throws down his two witches, takes 4 


pickaxe, and goes t6 work at a diſtance.” The 


people call to him, Your two warchet © * No mi- 
« truſt amongſt brethren, anſwered he in thov- 
ing on, and the depoſit was religiouſly reſpeRed. 

An honeſt citizeti was obſerved, followed by 
a wheelbatrow loaded with & caſk of wine, with 
claſſes in his hand, which he offered gratis to 
thoſe who were at work. Do not drink; thy bre- 
thren," if you art not thirfly, that the caſt ntay laſt 
the longer; and indeed none accepted his 
offer but ſuch as were worn out with fatigue; 
and whoſe wearineſs was not tquivocal ; the king 
eame to fake” a view of this he ſpettacle; im- 
mediately With their ſpades and pickaxes on their 
ſhoulders, the eitis eus formed are umd him a guard 


of honodr. 
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. xg pla ning ha wa. on ks 3 the 
whole of the nobility put on their feathered hats 
alſo, the roturiers.inſtantly, cap on their unſea: 
thered hats, in a fort of angry mood. The king, 


who obſerved, all this, takes off his hat, and im- 


mediately all the feathered, hats follow the ex- 


ample. This kind of parade gave an air of 
jocularity to the place and the circumſtances. I 


amuſed myſelf a good deal with the ſtory of the 
hats; beſides hats and caps have always played 
a diſtinguiſhed part in the hiſtory of this world. 
Ihe fifth of May 1789, was the day of the 
opening of the States General. Let us unite, 
« gentlemen, the king permits it; let us pay our 
« debts.” Such was in ſubſtance the ſpeech. of 
M. Necker. The violent revolution. of ſenti- 
ment, the quick ſucceſſion. of events, every thing 
commanded. the renunciation of old maxims of 


politics; but the government pretended to 


meaſure us out a partial doſe of liberty, and at- 
tempted to place bounds to the will of the na- 
tion, but in vain. The court ſeemed to intimate 


to the States General, © You may do a little good 
(0 to 
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« to the people, provided you previouſly ſettle all 
« our affairs.“ 

It was reſolved to excite conteſtation i in the 
aſſembly, The wiſh of the commune was for a 
ſingle national chamber, and the court hoped 
that the increaſe of difficulties would bring about 
the diſſolution of the States General. went, 

What meant thoſe illuſory phraſes, © The Bag 
makes the ſacrifice of a portion of his autho- 
« rity!” A nation is free, a nation becomes 
the regulator of its. own happineſs when it takes 
poſſeſſion of its rights. Every inconſiderate aft 
of authority prepared our liberty. The ſoil or 
climate remained the ſame, every thing elſe was 
changed; yet it is not a particular circumſtance 
which in great commotions determines the flux 
of opinion, there muſt be a combination of r 
circumſtances to that effect. 

The re- union of the orders was celebrated by 
an illumination of three days. 
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TREES OF kr. 3 


A TREE Is ; fine object in the ID 
world; and in the glorious days of the Revolu- 
tion, trees of liberty travelled from all the neigh- 
bouring woods, diſplaced the payement, took root 

at the foot of houſes, and married their green 
treſſes with the balconies of the diferent flowers 


which they ſhaded, 


The ſymbols of infant liberty were W 
with lively emotions; what more ſoothing ſight 
than this mixture of edifices and green and way- 
ing branches? This uſage, ſo favoyrable ta the 


ſalubrity of the air, has been conſtantly dear to 


thoſe patriots who have laboured for the free- 
dom of the French, and who, juſtly irritated at 
the prejudices of a king, and the crimes of a 
court thirſting for blood, wiſhed to immortaliſe 
the great epochas of liberty, by changing our 
cities into rural aſpects. Theſe toils are amuſe- 
ments; the great city was decorated, and in a 
ſhort ſpace the royaliſt and counter-revolutionary 
ſpirit ſuffered thoſe natural monuments of our 
courage to wither, Their yellow foilage ſeemed 
an emblem of the ſickening republican ſpirit, 

<8 and 


and their beautiful and verdant branches were 
now diſplayed only on the frontiers, where our 
armies triumph. How has the vigorous ſap been 


dried up? Thoſe ſymbols of invincible courage 


have been inſulted, they have been baniſhed to 
the fields; and the ſacrilegious ſaw has cut thoſe 
robuſt ſtems which were ſo faithful an image of 
a ſpeedy and vigorous regeneration ; the genius 


of liberty, like morality, may be attacked, but 


is indeſtructible. A generqus repentance has 


often replaced anew thoſe trees of liberty which 


were cut down, or which periſhed naturally. 
The preſence of Buonaparte makes all their 
branches reſume their green, and lends them a 
new luſtre, Freſh twigs, and green branches, 
riſe high as the roofs ; as the ſpring renews. na · 
ture, ſo the great name of the Conqueror of Italy 
has given to the great city, this beautiful green 
clothing, which announces both the yegetable 
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circulation, and the reſurtection of the republi- 


can ſpirit. 
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On what a time for robbers is a Revolution! 
many bad men become rich, and many good 
men remain poor! We would not however 
change our virtue againſt their riches, for virtue 
laſts for ever, and riches W hands oy 
* | 
Who would hw gueſſed that our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt would have been called the Sans-culotte 
Jeſus, that he would have no other ſurname in 
the journals, in the tribunals at the Jacobins ; 
and that this name was not given as a ſarcaſm, 
but a true title of reſpe& ? A prodigious change 
then has taken place in the ideas of the people; 
the permiſſion of ſaying every thing created a 
peculiar kind of ſpirit, which, joined to a good 
portion of ignorance, was only more humorous. 
The moſt tumultuous commotions were accom- 
panied by a number of ludicrous incidents, and 
this great drama has been a true tragi-co- 
medy. 
But it ſeems as if the evil done to another 
were a ſort of elaſtic ſpring, which returns to 
wound the hand by which it has been bent. 
The 
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The more violent the preſſure, the more terrible 
is the ſtroke. Thus evil and injuſtice have their 
repriſals; cruelty produces eruelty, and the 
Mountain, by cutting” itſelf in "op has pref 
ney itself pee Mun 
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HAP. XVIIL 


MASSACRES OF SEPTEMBER. ' '/ 
| Foruxxz- generations will refuſe to believe, 
that ſuch execrable crimes have ever taken place 
amongſt a civilized people, in preſence of the 

legiſlative body, under the eyes and by the/will 

of the depoſitaries of the laws, in a city peopled 

with eight hundred thouſand inhabitants, who 

remained motionleſs, and ſtruck with ſtupor, at 

the ſight of a handful of wretches, hired * the 

perpetration of crimes. 

The number of aſſaſſins did not extecd thinks 
hundred; and in this number we muſt compre- 
hend the quidams, who, in the infide of the pri-- 
ſon, had conſtituted themſelves Judges of the pri- 
ſoners. 

The promoters of 3 the movers of the 
people, in ſhort, the accomplices of the crime, 
never ceaſed exclaiming, that a great conſpi- 
racy would break out in Paris, in the firſt days of 

Sep- 
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Satitember..: No ons; alas ! will now conteſt 
with them that truth, which the event has juſti- | 
fidd in ſo atrocious and cruel a manner; but in 
order to know the conſpirators,” and of what na- 
ture was their conſpiracy, we muſt examine its 

ſource. In eſtabliſhing a chain of facts, no ſuper- 


natural penetration will be neceſſary to convince 


us, that theſe maſſacres were the work of that 
devouring faction 5 which at length attained do- 
minion by robbery and aſſaſſination. 

Whatever be the horror with which theſe days 
of blood and oppreſſion inſpire me, I would con- 
tinually recall them to the remembrance of the 
Parifians, till they have the courage to avenge 
them. Ihe ſituation of the city ſeeming to ex- 
act a more aQiye and extenſive kind of vigilance, 
the counſel general of the commune created Aa 
committee of twelve commiſhries. 

The partizans of the maſſacres ee 
will not afſert, that the diamonds and jewels af 
the perſons arreſted were ſufpicious. Neyer- 
theleſs they carefully took poſſeſſion both of per- 
ſons. and property. This ſingle fact is ſufficient 
to give the key of the maſſacres. When you 
aſk the anarchiſts, why the Committee of In- 
ſpection cauſed property as well as perſons to 
be ſwept away, they can give na anfwer. 
The dep6ts made at the Committee of Inſpec- 
tion, proceeded from the effects taken out of the 
Pn and from thoſe who were there arreſted, 
6 ſuch 
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ſuch as Laporte, and Septeuil, who had aban- 
doned their houſes and their riches at the time of 
the Oy * * e * 1 
cres. 

The magazines of the depdt were the halls of 
the offices of the Committee of Inſpection; it was 
notorious, that in this office the trunks, boxes, 

c. were ſtored. There was moreover in the 
hall one or two. great preſſes, which were filled 
with objects of great value. On another floor in · 
deed, were placed matters little worthy the at- 
tention of theſe men of prey, ſuch as piſtols, ſa- 
bres, muſquets, tuck · ſticks, &e. MKC. 

In this cavern, the maſſacres of Septembes 
were imagined ; in this abominable-den ſentence 
of death was pronounced againſt eight thauſahd 
Frenchmen, impriſoned for the moſt part without 
any legitimate - motive, without -denunciation, 
without any trace of crime, only by the will-and 
pleaſure of * banditti of the Committee of 550 
ſpection. 

Some 5 before the malſotros the LANDER 
of the committee, terrified at this violation of 
principles, aſſected by the frightful ſpectacle of 
a multitude of citizens ſhut up at the mayoralty, 
who proteſted againſt their arreſt, and loudly de- 
manded to be made acquainted with the mo- 

tives; theſe commiſſaries propoſed taemploy day 
and night in interrogating them, in order to ſet at 
liberty thoſe who were impriſoned without cauſe, 

| 2 and 
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and bs feind ſuch as N liable to be taken 
before the tribunals: ts c tint boah 


The 2d of ee news was e Abd 1 


the town of Verdun was taken by the Pruſſians, 
who, added the retailers of this news, had been 
introduced by the treaſon of the Verdunois, after 
a feigned refiſtance. Immediately the alarm- guns 
were fired, the call to arms was beaten, and the 
tocſin began to ſound. Municipal officers on 
horſeback ride to the public ſquares, confirm this 
news, and make proclamations, in order to ex- 
cite the citizens to march againſt the enemy. 
At the firſt ſtroke of the tocſin, every one en- 
quired why, on the appearance of the leaſt dan- 
ger, Paris was to be thrown into alarm, and its 
inhabitants ſtruck with terror, inſtead of having 
their minds inſpired” with that kind of energy 
which belongs to warriors, and which is the har- 
binger of victory? Why uſe means which tended 
rather to enervate their courage? But thoſe 
who were not in the ſecret of the conſpirators, 
were ſoon” inſtructed by their own experience. 
Ah! day of diſgrace and mourning! It was at 
this ſignal that the aſſaſſins were to aſſemble, it 
was the prelude to the moſt terrible carnage, 
The ruffians, marſhalled in bands, marched to 
the: priſons, broke the gates of ſome, made the 
gaolers give up others, and ſeized the victims 
whom the Committee of Inſpection had huddled 


together for fifteen days. 
| Theſe 
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zi Theſe aſfaſſins, armed with en mr 

rous inſtruments, with arms naked to the elbows, 
holding in their hands the liſts of -proſcription 
which had been made out ſome days before, cal- 
led over each priſoner by his name 

Members of che general council, clothed with 
the three · coloured 1 ſcarf, and other individuals 
took their 5 ſeats in the hall of the priſon, where 
was placed a table covered with bottles and 


ed judges, and ſome of the executioners of their 
ſentences of death. On the middle of the table 
was placed the regiſter of the priſon. 71} Din: 
Ihe aſſaſſins went from one chamber to ano- 
ther, called over each priſoner as his name ſtood 
on the roll, then led him before the tribunal of 
blood, who commonly aſked him this queſtion: 
«* Who are you? As ſoon as the priſoner had 
given in his name, the cannibals in ſcarfs in- 
ſpected the regiſter, and after ſome vague and in- 
ſignificant interrogatories, delivered him over to 
the ſatellites of their cruelty, who led him to the 
gate of the priſon, where ſtood other aſſaſſins, 
vrho maſſacred him with a ferocity eee 
1 the moſt barbarous nations. 


At the Abbaye priſon, they mn; that ny 


time a priſoner ſhould be led out to the wicket, 


that pronouncing theſe words,— To the” Force, 
ſhould be equivalent to the ſentence of death. 


glaſſes, around which were grouped the pretend- 


: | 


' 
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and to fniiand ſuch as were liable to be mw 
before the tribunals: : Fas hon ig 10 '$ 


The 2d of Mania; news was We that by 


the town of Verdun was taken by the Pruſſians, 
who, added the retailers of this news, had been 
introduced by the treaſon of the Verdunois, after 
a feigned reſiſtance. Immediately the alarm- guns 
were fired, the call to arms was beaten, and the 
tocſin began to ſound. Municipal officers on 
horſeback ride to the paso ſquares, confirm this 
news, and make proclamations, in order to ex- 
cite the citizens to march againſt the enemy. 
At the firſt ſtroke of the tocſin, every one en- 
quired why, on the appearance of the leaſt dan- 
ger, Paris was to be thrown into alarm, and its 
inhabitants ſtruck with terror, inſtead of having 
their minds inſpired with that kind of energy 
which belongs to warriors, and which is the har- 
binger of victory? Why uſe means which tended 
rather to enervate their courage? But thoſe 
who were not in the ſecret of the conſpirators, 
were ſoon” inſtrufted by their own experience. 
Ah! day of difgrace and mourning! It was at 
this ſignal that the aſſaſſins were to aſſemble, it 
was the prelude to the moſt terrible carnage, 
The rufhans, marſhalled in bands, marched to 
the: priſons, broke the gates of ſome, made the 
gaolers give up others, and ſeized the victims 
whom the Committee of Inſpection had huddled 


together for fifteen days. 
| Theſe 
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Theſe affaſſinsarmed with ſabres and murder- 
rous inſtruments, with arms naked to the elbows, 
holding in their hands the liſis of proſeription 


which had been made out ſome days before, cal- 
led over each priſoner by his name. 
Members of the general council, clothed with 
the three · coloured ſcarf, and other individuals 
took their ; ſeats in the hall of the priſon, where 
was placed a table covered with bottles and 
glaſſes, around which were grouped the pretend - 
ed judges, and ſome of the executioners of their 
ſentences of death. On the middle of the table 
was placed the regiſter of the priſo. 
Ihe aſſaſſins went from one chamber to ano- 
ther, called over each priſoner as his name ſtood 
on the roll, then led him before the tribunal of 
blood, who commonly aſked him this queſtion: 


Who are you?“ As ſoon as the priſoner had 


given in his name, the cannibals in ſcarfs in- 
ſpected the regiſter, and after ſome vague and in- 


ſignificant interrogatories, delivered him over to 


the ſatellites of their cruelty, who led him to the 
gate of the priſon, where ſtood other aſſaſſins, 


— 


who maſſacred him with a ferocity t 


—_— the moſt barbarous nations. 
At the Abbaye priſon, they 1 mat each 
time a priſoner ſnould be led out to the wicket, 


that pronouncing theſe words,— To the 'Foree, 
ſhould be equivalent to the ſentence of death. 


5 
o 
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Thoſe who performed the fame fiinftions at the 
Force, that is, the office of - executioners, pro- 
nounced ſentence by ordering the ptiſoners to bt 
ſent to the Abbaye. Thoſe ho were acquitted 
were ſet at liberty, and led to ſome diſtance from 
the priſon amidſt the cries of Vive la Nation. 
The Legiſlative Aſſembhy deputed ſome of its 
members io go to the priſotis, and preach the law 5 
to the ruffians who were breaking it in fo atro- 
Cious a manner. But of what influence could rea- 
ſon or morality have on aſſaſſins thirſting for 
blood, the greater part of whom were plunged 
into the moſt diſguſting intoxication? Such mea- 
ſures were neceſſarily ineffectual, no harangues 
were attended to; nothing but force of arms 
could tame beings of this deſeription, or the aſ- 
ſembly in a body ought to have gone and formed 
an inſurmountable rampart around each priforr. 
The aſſaſſins rejected with menaces every advice 
and every counſel tending to peace. The Abbe 
Fauehet, Biſhop of Calvados, a member of the 
deputation, was threatened, inſulted, and had 
nearly become himſelf the victim of the murderers. 
He withdrew, and made a report to the Aſſem- 
bly, which was itſelf in a ſtare of ſtupor and de- 
gradation, threatened with a total diſſolution by 
Robeſpierte, who EO an unbounded tyranny 
over Paris. | 

If we vere the cotufation of the deputy Lou- 
vet againſt Robeſpierre, publiſhed in the firſt days 
of 


NEW PICTUAE OF PARIS, 69 
of the Convention, in which the eondutt of this 
falſe patriot, with reſpect to the Legiſlative Aﬀetti- 
bly, is laid open to the day, we ſhall there be- 
hold that impudent conſpirator attempting te 


raiſe the dictatature on the wreeks of the national 
repreſentation, nevertheleſs Robeſpierre ne vet 
ceaſed talking of his civic virtues, and of his 
diſintereſtedneſs; this wretch left the place of 
public accuſer to the criminal tribunal of Paris, 
to retire, as he ſaid, from publie life. He' hüd 
n that he was ho intriguer, that he deſited 
no place, that he would accept none; und all at 
once he found himſelf niched in the counſel- ge- 
neral of the commune, from hence he r 
1 n. 9 | 
The prieſts April at the © dummes wete alt 

maſſacred, ſuve one; they were forced to walk 
out one after the other, and often two together. 
At firſt, the affaſſins killed them with muſquets, 
but on the obſervation of a multitude of women 
who were preſent, that that kind of death was too 
noiſy, they made uſe of ſabres and bayonets. 
Theſe unhappy victims proſtrated themſelves in 
the midſt of the eourt; and duting à moment of 
meditation, abandoned by all nature, without 
aid, without any other conſolation than the teſti- 
mony of their own conſcience, they lifted up theit 
eyes to heaven, and ſeemed to implore the Su- 

pteme Being for pardon on theif murdeters. 
| | 2 Ye 
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2s partizans of thoſe murders l ſavage conſpi- 
rators! who have never ceaſed deluding the ore - 
dulous multitude, will you tell us that ĩt was im 
poſſible for you to arreſt the arms of the mur: 
derers? Will you tell us, that it was not in your 
power to repreſs them? Vou declared to the 
departments by the lying organ of your commiſ- 
ſaries, that you could not reſtrain the anger of 
the people. Wretches ! You. have proſtituted 
the name of the people, which you have never 
invoked, but to diſhonour and cover with it 
your own turpitude and guilt! Was it the peo- 
ple, then, who committed theſe execrable crimes? 
No, the people mourned in ſilence: it was you, 
ye ferocious adminiſtrators, who, in league with 
the counſel- general of the commune, and the mer- 
cileſs Danton, prepared and executed every thing. 
It was ye, who with a ſmall number of confiden- 
tial accomplices, committed theſe crimes, in or- 
der to enrich yourſelves with the bloody ſpoils of 
your numerous victims ! It is you who made Paris 
the murderous cavern of the rich, and prepared 
the miſery of the people, by breaking all the ſo- 
cial ties, drying up all the canals of cirgulation, 
and deſtroying public confidence, ſo neceſlary, ſo 
indiſpenſible to the proſperity and happineſs of 
the whole ö 
If it were not pd that the e e af 


the firſt days of September belongs to this admi- 
5 | OY niſtration, 
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nitration, I would bring to recollection two facts 
which cannot be denied, the payment of eight 
hundred and fifty livres, made by the order of 
the general counſel, to the wine merchant who | 
furniſhed the aſſaſſins at the Force during their 
horrible execution; and the circumſtance of the 
Committee of Inſpection having hired, on the eve 
of the maſſacre, the carts which were made uſe 
es. nnen the quatricy'of 
Charenton:; * 4535 9 
If the een mich had 2 called out in the 
nameof the law, which thoſe perfidious and ſangui- 
nary.chiefs were induſtrious in pallying, how-ſtrong 
and intrepid would they have proved! The whole 
world would have riſen in maſs: but were not this 
national- guard; the main body of which has re- 
mained pure amid every kind of corruption-and 
plunder, afraid of being accuſed of acting with- 
out orders? Were they not apprehenſive, that 
their deſire of - puniſhing crimes would be con- 
ſtrued into criminal: intentions? Such motives 
reſtrained their 1 and . remained n 
leſs. q 
I aw 9 of the Barbe theatre e 
with troops, whom the alarm- bell had gathered 
together. I ſaw them ready to march, and im- 
mediately retire to their quarters, becauſe ſome 
one had come with the traitofous news that it 
was a falſe alarm, that it was nothing. Heavens! 
it was nothing. The courts of the Carmes and 
VOL. 1. F the 
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the Abbey were inundated with blood, and filled 
f wirn corpſes, and this was nothing. 
I aw three hundred men dl peeing 
; 
j 


theit exerciſe in the Luxembourg Gardens, two - 
hundred ſteps from the prieſts whom they were 
muſſacreing at the Carmes. Would they have re- 
mained immoveable . Wen orders to 
3 the aſſaſſins? Bellen OT 10. 
At the gates of the Abbey and the other priſons | 
were deſolated wives calling with ſhrieks on theit 
huſbands, ſeparated for ever from them by their 
murderers; others endured the torture of ſeeing 
them maſſacred at their feet. 'The ſame carnage; 
the ſame atrocities; were repeated at the ſame 
time in all the priſons in every place where 
groaned the victims of arbitrary power, theſe 
cruelties were exerciſed, attended with circum - 
ſtances more or leſs tragically remarkable. 
At the ſeminary” of St. Firmin, the prieſts 
who were confined; waited peaceably, like the 
other prieſts impriſoned” at the Carmes, till the 
municipality of Paris had indicated the day of 
their departure, and delivered them paſſports to 
go out of France, according to the tenor of a de- 
cree which enjoined their exile, and granted 
them three livres a-day for their journey. It is 
inconteſtible, that ĩit depended only on the conſti- 
tuted authorities that this decree ſhould be put 
in execution before the maſſacres, but the prieſts 
were reſerved for this day. They were mutilated; - 
| 4 7 


* 
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and torn limb from limb. At St. Firmin, it was 


thought a pleaſant! amuſement” to n.. 
headlong from the roof to the grounet. 


At the Salpetriere, thoſe e 
thirteen women, ufter having violated ſeveral. 


At the Bicetre, the keeper ſeeing a horde of 
theſe aſſaſſins on their march, put himſelf in a 
poſture of defence. He had pointed tum pieces 


of cannon, and at the moment that he was 


about — — mortal | 


priſoner ive 6:tftr Abit Hm tisst 11 
At the priſon of Wadde e fame car- 
nage and the ſame ferocity took place; nothing 


eſcaped the rage of theſe cannibals; WhOeẽr 


was a priſoner, n bal _— I" of * 
ſame treatment. 1. 

At the Force they —_——_— five 4 50 N 
dame, the ci- devant Princeſs of Lamballe was 
there impriſoned. Her fincere attachment to the 
wife of Louis the X Vith-was all her erime in the 
eyes of the multitude. She had acted no part 


amidſt all our agitations, and nothing could ren- 


der her ſuſpected to the people, towhom ſhe was 


known only by her multiplied acts of beneſicence. 


The moſt exaggerated writers, the moſt ferocious 
declaimers, had never mergionet her in any of 
their papers. 

The 3d of September OW was ned down to 


the office at the Force; ſhe appeared before the 
F2 | bloody 


E 5 


* 


** 


| tilated her, amuſed themſelves with the; barba : 
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bloody tribunal compoſed of a few individuals, 

It ſureiy required a kind of ſupernatural courage 
to ſupport the aſpect of thoſe murderers, covered 
wiel blank; cod: a dt 1A 

Several vdices ere heard amidſt the crowd, de: 
manding pardon for Madame de Lamballe. The 

aſſaſſins ſeemed undecideed and ſpared her for 2 

moment, but immediately after ſhe received ſever 

ral ſtrokes, fell bathed in her blood, and expired. 

Her head and her breaſts were inſtantly cut off, 

her body was opened, her heart was torn out, her 
head was afterwards ſtuck on a pike, and vorne 

throughout Paris; het body was dragged after it 
at ſome diſtance. The tygers who had thus mu: 


rous pleaſure of going to the Temple and ſhew- 
ing her head and het heart to Louis the SAR 
and his family. tig int v3 WTO nt! | 
Every thing moſt 'hideous and moſt deliberately 
ee een could conceive, was exerciſed 
on the body of Madame de Lamballe. 
can add no more. This I can atteſt, that every 
man of humanity in the Convention made the 
greateſt exertions during three months to ſearch 
after and proſecute theſe abominable aſſaſſins, and 
that every motion to this effect was conſtantly. re- 
jected by the Montagnards. It was in order to 
eſcape the vengeance of the law, and from the 
fear of exemplary puniſhment, that they entered 
into the conſpiracy of the 31ſt of May, imagin- 
2 ing 


9 
#1..3 
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ing that further murders were the moſt- 4 N 
tual means of waſhing out the traces. ef their for- 


mer crimes. 


When we reflect, that ĩt was under this bloody 
punet that the labours of the National Conven- 
tion began, we ought to reyerence the courage 
of thoſe who accepted this dangerous office. Ihe 
very great majority were diſpoſed to follow no 


other path than that of juſtice and virtue. The 


Revolution Was completed, the throne demokſh- 


ed; a ſmall minority hard, arrogant, ignorant, and 
ferogigndy were. reſolved. to go on revolutioniz- 
ing.* The: divinity Marat was placed on the 


fore- ground, and his apoſtle Robeſpierre, his 


hands withered and dried with convulſive twitch- 


" ings, clung to the tribune, where he deſcanted 


on his virtues, while the partiſans of deſperate . 
demagogy, inſolently aſſumed. the title of Repub- 


licans, and called the true republicans the found- 
ers of the republic, the moſt pure and liberal wri- 
ters, Federaliſts, a name e which ok had them- 
ſelves invented, 

At the bare ſight of . theſe new men, who oh 


bed the Revolution of its ſacred character, I pub- | 
liſhed a prophetic letter, in which I announced 


at the ſame time their horrible triumph and their 
tremendous fall. The exaggerated fanatic, the 


ſophiſtic barbarian. ſilenced both the philoſopher 


and the ES; and it muſt be owned, that 
the 
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Lex us turn for a moinct to the time rich 
the Convention opened its firſt ſefion. The Le- 
giflative Aﬀembly had juſt overturned the throne ; 
but aſtoniſhed, and in ſome ſort ſtupified at the 
great blow which it had ſtruck, felt itſelf unable 
to ſupport the weight of Empire, and leaving to 
other hands the painful care of taking advantage 
of the victory, withdrew, ſurrounded by honour- 


able ruins. The Legiſlative Body had overturned 


the monarchy, but had not dared to put any thing 
in its ſtead. In the perſon of the monarch, it at- 
tacked every king in the univerſe,” but its energy 
was exhauſted by this ſublime exertion: it held 
out to France, royalty aboliſhed, but had not 
the courage to pronounce the word Republic. 

The Convention ſignalized the opening of its 
ſeſſion by this act of courage; and at what a 
moment! when we were without armies, when the 
defence of our frontier towns was confided to 
* and conſequently to traitors ; when the 


people, 
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people, attached to old prejudices, beheld. with 

ſenſations of difmay the fall of monarchy, ſo long 
the object of its worſhip and its affections; when 
the- legions of Pruſſia inundated the plains" of 
Champagne, and might almoſt without obſtacle 
have traverſed France; when every thing, in ſhort; 
ſeemed to intimate that the enemy was abaut'to 
efface by the blood of its authors the daring de- 
cree, which transformed into a republic a country 
invaded and ſubjugated by the ſatellites of kings. 
We had to defend our territory, create an army, 
and raiſe public ſpirit ; we were without finances, 
and were to combat with paper money thoſe who 
had the treaſures of Mexico. We could only op- 
poſe a raw and undiſciplined militia to the moſt 
warlike troops in Europe, generals of a day made 
on the eve of an engagement to face the moſt 
able taQtitions. "Thoſe great creations were the 
work of à moment. The voice of danger was 
heard: eight hundred thouſand men quit their 
homes, arm to fly to the frontiers; crowds of work- 


. ſhops were eſtabliſhed in every corner, they make 


faltpetre, prepare the thunder, they drive back 
the enemy beyond the frontier, and the French 
hoiſt the ſtandard of _— in a foreign terri- 
ory. . 
Never were ſuch great things performed by 
ſuch weak means, never was there a ſtate labour- 
ing under circumſtances fo difficult; divided at 
home, attacked by all torn by fanaticiſm, 
and 
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and factions, the National Convention W 
over all theſe united obſtacles, and forced the 
Engliſh to fly from our ports, which had been 
won only by perfidy. It repaired the effects of 
that treaſon, which, driving us back from Flans. 
ders, opened the gates of the republic to our ene · 
mies, and loſt us the fruits of the moſt glorious. 
campaign, and of the moſt ſplendid victories. 
Our triumphant armies penetrated anew into Bra- 
bant, and the Hollanders beheld ſoon after, amidſt 
the moſt rigorous of winters, heroes who knew 
how to brave the inclemency of the ſeaſons, and 
triumph over nature itſelf. The Greeks, that 
people whom the friends of liberty ever love to 
cite, becauſe they afford us the nobleſt examples, 
boaſted in the ſpace of ſeveral ages but of three 
or four triumphs. The battles of Salamis, of 
Platea, of Marathon, inſpire the remembrance 
of what glorious efforts the human mind is capa- 
ble, warmed with the love of its country, and the 
enthuſiaſm of independence. But the French 
people performed more in three years than that 
people, ſo juſtly celebrated, atchieved in three 
ages. The Rhine and the Scheldt were almoſt at 
the ſame moment the theatres of our courage. The 
Greeks had to combat the effeminated people of 
Aſia, men enervated by the mildneſs of the cli- 
mate and the luxuries of life; and we, we have 
conquered the warriors of the north, ſtrengthened 
by exerciſe, labours, and the ſevereſt diſcipline. of 
When 
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When Fame everywhere publiſhed. our tri- 
— what could the univerſe think of that 
government which had created an army of he- 
1Oes, and or ganized $ victory in twenty diffe rent 
places? Was not the Convention conſidered as an 
aſſembly of men united in the ſame ſentiments, 
warmed by the moſt ardent patriotiſm, ſtrangers 
to every faction and every private intereſt? an 
aſſembly, of whom it might be aſſerted what the 
miniſter of Pyrrhus ſaid of the Senate of Rome. 
Alas! thoſe men who made Europe tremble, 
who abroad impreſſed ideas of greatneſs and ſub- 
limity, exhibited to their fellow - citizens the pie- 
ture of the moſt contemptible paſſions. At a diſ- 
tance, it was the ſplendour of Olympus and the 
majeſty of the gods; near, it was the melancholy 
ſpectacle of a few frivolous. virtues, little conteſts 
of ſelf-· love, and the ſhameful ſtraggles of hatred 
and revenge. We recollect what was the ſur- 
prize of the ambaſſadors which Theodoric the 
Second ſent to Attila. After the terror which 
his name had inſpired, they expected to ſee this 
- monarch ſurrounded with all the luxury of Aſiatic 
greatneſs, they beheld, on the contrary, a man 
of ſhort ſtature, and whoſe outward. form diſco- 
vered nothing elevated. What!” exclaimed 
they,“ Is this the conqueror of nations! Is this he 
whom we fear, admire, and who fills the world 
with the ſound of his name!” A foreigner, in 
ſeeing our National Aſſembly, would have con- 
ceived the ſame aſtoniſhment. In the ſpace of 

three 
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three years, it preſented the image of the en 
diſgraceful puſillanimĩty, and moſt devoted! cou- 
rage. Sometimes it brought to our recollection 


or ſtrike without mercy at every thing which held 
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the Senate of Tiberius and Domitian, and at 
other times we ſaw it diſplay the great charac- 


ter, the heroic firmneſs of the Senate of Rome on 
che ack of the eity by the Gauls. Amongit its 


members, were ſome to be execrated by the re- 
moteſt poſterity, and others who would have ho- 
noured Athens and Sparta at the moſt glorious 
periods. The Convention was divided into two 
factions, one made up of energetic, violent men, | 
who were reſolved to have liberty at any price. 
The moſt terrible meaſures did not affright them ; | 
they would have facrificed without remorſe the 


two-thirds of the preſent generation, if they had 


thought that -ſacrifice neceſſary. Convinced of 
the perverſity of the human heart, they were per- 
ſuaded that their fellow- citizens were not capa- 
ble of making this ſacrifice to the public good, 
not only of the leaſt part of their fortune, but even 
of the diſtinctions of pride and illufions' of vanity ; 
experience has but too well juſtified their ſuſpi- 
cions, it has but too well taught us that miſtruſt 
is the beginning of wiſdom. Theſe ardent and 
impetuous revolutioniſts deſpiſed as puſillanimous 
the mild and humane conceptions of philoſophy, 
they thought, that in order to eſtabliſh a new or- 
der of things, it was indiſpenſable to proſcribe 


to 
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to the old: At the head of the other party were 
men whio had borrowed from the ſtudy of ſcience, 
and the practice of literature, thoſe mild diſpoſi- 
tions which are valuable in ordinary times, but 
little fitted to weather or maſter the ſtorms of a 
revolution. They thought alſo too favourably of 
reſult of depravity; and that to make men in 
E it to 
their view. 

A wide interval exiſts eedha the f 0 of 
books and the commerce of life. | The philoſo- 
pher, in his retreat, creates to himſelf an imagi- 
nary world, which no more reſembles the real 
world than Elyſium reſembles Tartarus. Theſe 
of whom we ſpeak, wiſhed for a republican go- 
vernment, but they ſhuddered at the means made 
uſe of by their opponents for obtaining it; they 
wiſhed it with as few calamities as poſſible; they 
did not believe that it was neceſſary to ſacrifice 
human victims on the Altar of Liberty; they had 
given the people the firſt impulſion, and imagined 
that they could direct and ſtop them at their plea- 
ſure; they did not reflect, that it was much more 
eaſy to raiſe the paſſions than reſtrain them, to ex- * 
cite inſurrections than to eſtabliſh order, and that 
it was not impoſſible to ſay to a great nation, af- 
ter having employed every means of inciting it, 
as the Eternal ſays to the waves of the ſea, thus 
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far ſhall you go, and no” farther—U/que "Mut; et 
non proctder amplus. If theſe men could have 
governed events, the paſſage from deſpotiſm to 
liberty would not have been marked either by 
that afflictive glare of lightning, or by the fight 
of ſo many devaſtations. In finiſhing their revo- 
lutionary career, they might have applauded 
themſelves like Pericles at the cloſe of his life, 
that he had made no perſon 1 
they could neither ſtop the effufon of blood;"-n0e 
even ſave their own heads. e II001 
Between theſe two parties was a coll with- 
out energy of mind, and ever ready to range 
themſelves under the banner of the triumphant 
party. Blood flowed like the waters of a torrent, 
they ſighed in ſecret, but this was all they were 
capable of doing. Their ſons, their fathers, their 
brothers, might have been ſacrificed before their 
eyes, and they would have hid themſelves, leſt 
their tears ſhould betray their grief, and awaken 
the ſuſpicions of the tyrant. A few others, am- 
bitious and ferocious, ſaw nothing in the Revolu- 
tion but means of fortune or celebrity. Repu- 
tation has charms which ſeduce all mankind, but 
moſt men entertain very falſe ideas on that ſub- 
ject. They with for nothing but to be ſpoken 
of, and they would purchaſe fame at any price. 
Unable to become illuſtrious, they endeavour to 
make themſelves notorious. The annals of the 
world tranſmit to us alike the names of the de- 
ſtroyers 
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ſtroyers and | founders of empires. We read oi 
Gengis· kan as well as Romulus. There were 
alſo, a few madmen in this collection, who ſeemed 
to have impoſed, on, themſelyes a kind of obliga- 
tion to violate every rule of decency, and whoſe 
extravagant cyniſm would have excited only pity, 
if it had not been the maſk of the hypoerite. But 
a new; Socrates would eaſily have diſtinguiſned 
theſe new Antiſthines through the holes in their 
cloaks. They nevertheleſs had their proſelytes. 
Contempt of all form, vulgarity of language and 
demeanour, were: under their auſpices the figns 
of patriotiſm... Politeneſs, urbanity, and reſpect; 
were baniſhed, as remnants of ſlavery, and in a 
ſhort time we ſhould not have yielded in barbs+ 
riſm to the Caffres or the Negroes of Guinea; 
Amidſt theſe philoſophical patriots and ſanguinary 
republicans, theſe, ambitious dwarfs and thoſe 
extravagant cynicks, aroſe one man, who, with 
ing, ſucceeded in eſtabliſhing the moſt bortible 
and moſt inconceivable deſpotiſm that has ever 
exiſted, . He had neither thoſe external advan- 
tages which captivate the vulgar, nor thoſe bril- 
liant qualities which command even the admi- 
ration of the wiſe ; with thoſe little plans of hy- 
pocriſy, and thoſe little tricks which a great cha- 
ratter diſdains, he became the idol of the multi- 
tude, incapable of diſcerning virtue, and eſtimate 
ing true merit. The ſentiment of his mediocrity 

made - 
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made him the enemy of every man of ſuperior ta- 
lents. Genius, ability, knowledge, were ſo many 
titles of proſetiption'in the eyes of this new Omar, 
under whoſe ſavage domination we witneſedie 
deſtrubtion of me greater part of thoſe men who 
did honout᷑ to their eountry, and whom foreigners 
burie.afted amongſt us is an eternal ſubject of 
opprobrium for Franoe. The yeke is much lefs 
diſgraceful, hen thoſe wh impoſe it have a de- 


cided ſuperiority of undetſtanding over us, which 
it is almoſt" impoſſible to reſiſt; it has been 


thought, that it was neceſſary to have great qua · 
lities, in order to commit great crimes. The 
ſoourges of nations have always preſented them - 
ſelves to our eyes under ſtriking colours. Never- 
theleſs, in the moral, as in the phyſioal world, the 
malevolent qualities are not always the attribute 
of ſtrength. The ſerpent, which creeps under 

the graſs, is more dangerous than the tyger who 
diſplays terrific majeſty. We ſhould have many 
reproaches to make to nature, if ſuperior ta- 
lents always or even often accompanied per 
verſeneſs. This man, to whom poſterity will af- 
ſign the rank which he ought to hold, and will 
certainly never place amongſt thoſe whoſe ſplen- 
did vices excite at once horror and admiration, 
made a complete trial of our cowardice. During 
the ſpace of two years, every thing gave way to 
his atrocious will, and he might have continued 
. bis 
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his ſavage domination much Jonger, if he bod not 
imprudently marked out his victims he fore. he ſa : 
crificed theni. He /periſhed a fear acompliſheti 
. what patriotiſm cught to have effected, be pe- 
rithed, and nothing remains of him but the re- 
membrance of his crimes, and of the humiliation 
with which he has covered his vouhtr x, 

Robeſpierre has left us no marked feature to 


puſillanimity; of a dark, diſtruſting ſoul/ barbardus 
conceptions und ĩinſane projects. It will not be 
forgotten, that he had the madig of wiſhing-to 
create a new religion, and exeroĩſe itꝭ ridicuous 
functions. This burleſque ſcene, Which he de- 
ſeribed to us as the happieſt day of his life, did 
not long leave him very pleuſant recollections, 
He felt, in dying, the juſtneſs of the application 
of the title of Cromwell, a much greater multi- 
tude flocked around his ſcaffold than had crowded 
to the altar, ven he erected himſelf into the pon 
tiff of the Supteme Being. But it was not fuffi- 
cient to have overthrown this favage tyrant, it 
was neceſſary to eraſh the faRion that had Hung 
around him, to reſtrain the herd which they gain- 
ed over by their corruption and their flatteries, _ 
and wreſt from their hands the power which they 
had exerciſed as tribunes under him. The means 
employed were not, as experience has. proved, 
calculated according to the rules of ſound poli- 
cy. In order to cruſh W fury, a fatal 
aſcen- 


record; Every thing about him bote the ſtamꝑ of 
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aſcendency Was given to the enemies of the re- 


the days of Praiteal) thought they had labouted 
| forthe reveſtabliſhmerit of the throne ; they hop- 


ſet of young mien deſerting the frontiers, haſten- 
eldeſt friends of liberty; theſe vile Sybarites, on 
effaced and everywhere proſeribed the ſigns and 
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rible wiſh which they did not affect to conceal at 


| dreadful maſſacres. They readily. conceived, that 


created liberty at the opening of its ſeſſion, and 


<<” x 


80 NEW PAOTOREIAF LAKES. 
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public. Thoſe who defended the Convention in 


ed, that by cruſhing the people, they ſhould have 
been able to cruſh the Convention itſelf. 
We ſoon beheld à cowardly and effeminate 


ing to oppreſs, nay, aſſaſſimate the patriots; the 
whom the name alone of republic ſtruck terror, f 


emblems of independence. Jo the ſongs of vie- 
tory they ſubſtituted the atrocious! cries of ven- 
geance;z they prowled everywhere for vidims, 
and thirſted to make an hecatomb of the Whole 
maſs. of republicans. Such, at leaſt, was the hots 


the theatres, and in every public place. /: The 
whole of the ſouth was the ſcene of the moſt 


after ſacrificing every patriot, the re- eſtabliſhment 
of, the throne would not be difficult. In ſhort, 
they believed, that the moment was come, and ; 
the conſpiracy of the 13th Vendemiaire un- 
maſked this faction, which had been too much 
reſpected, and in whoſe hands arms had been in- 
diſcreetly placed. The Convention terminated 
its career by the moſt important of victories. It 


did 


. * 


* 
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did not break up without baving faved it. This 
is what it can i road its enemies bars = _ 
G 

Prejudice and nitobfity may Vid ! its Eons 
poraries, but poſterity will do it juſtice. - It will 
be felt, that it was not poſſible to make a Revo- 
lution which gave a ſhock to ſo many paſſions ' 
and ſo many prejudices, without commotions. It 
is not calm and reflective wiſdom which fits 
"amidſt political tempeſts, but enthuſiaſm, ſtrong 
paſſions, and even fanaticiſm, that ride the whirl- 
wind. The philoſopher mourns 'in filence from: - 
amidſt his retreat over human calamities, and in- 
dicates the means by which they may be reme- 
died; but ambitious men, greedy of titles or 
wealth, cannot diveſt themſelves, at the voice of 
the ſage, of thoſe riches or diſtinctions which they 
have uſurped. It is not ſufficient that there are 
philanthropiſts who write, there muſt alſo be ar- 
dent ſpirits who are capable of akting. Private 
vices often aſſume, indeed, the place of public 
intereſt ; but wherever there are men, we ſhall 
ever behold the weakneſs of their nature imprint- 
ed on their works, and we never ought to indulge 
the flattering hope that the world will ever be 
governed by celeſtial intelligences. 

Our Revolution has undoubtedly been the 
cauſe of very great evils, but the paſt is no longer 
in our power, let us labour for the future, and 
take advantage of our faults. Adverſity ought ; 
VOL. 1. G N to | 
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to be a faithful ſource: of .inſtruftion to nations 
as well as to individuals. We have paſſed through 
every trial, we have preſented the picture of 
eyery extrayagance, and of every kind of folly 5 
but theſe affliftive ſcenes have been compenſated. 
by acts which are fitted to do honour to. human 
nature. No people have carried their enthuſiaſm 
for liberty further, ,or given more proofs. of, cou- 
rage and of devotedneſs; we ſhould have done 
greater things if we had known how to take ad- 
vantage of our impetuous and impaſſioned cha- 
racter. Though we have been badly directed, 
we have reliſted all Europe; we have oyerthrown 
every faction; and, in ſpite of the inconſtancy 
and the lightneſs with which we have been re- 
proached, have ſhewn ourſelves firm and obſtinate 
in the defence of our rights. It is now time to 
ſtop, longer ſtorms would make us loſe the fruit 
of our labours. It is time to preſent to Europe 
the ſpectacle of a great republic, formed amidſt 
tempeſts, which had diſplayed at its birth the 
greateſt vigour, and which promiſes to reach the 
hieheſt deſtinies. 
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| CHAP, XX. 
"BONNET-ROUGE, 


Tux ſtandard of Jacobin perfection! This ri- 
diculous dreſs was adopted by a fooliſh kind of 


a fellow, a repreſentative of the people, who 


wore it conſtantly on his head. He attempted 
to ſpeak one day at the tribune without taking 
off his cap. The Core droit was angry, upon 
which he took his red cap, and placed it on the 
buſt of Marat: this tour d eſirit had been whiſ- 
pered to him by ſome byſtander. 

The aſſaſſins, who, after having committed their 
atrocious deeds under the name of patriots in 
1793, continued their crimes after Thermidor 
under the banners of ex-royalty, were defirous 
of making the Bonner- rouge the French head- 
dreſs; no objection was made to the cap, as the 
enſign of liberty, but a very ſtrong one to its co- 
lour, the emblem of blood. The cap was hoiſted 
at every theatre, and covered every head in the 
revolutionary committees. Under the influence 
of this red cap, the extravagant conſtitution of 
1793 was compoſed. It was the ſignal of anar- 


chy, the helmet of Henriot, the diadem of Chau- 


mette. The Montagnard party, without abſo- 
G 2 lutely 
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lutely admitting, or rejecting it, were pleaſed at 
ſeeing it worn by their executioners, as an orna- 
ment which portended nothing gay. 

The revolutionary women, known by the name 
of furies of the guillotine, paraded through Paris 
dreſſed in this cap, and preſented an addreſs 
to offer to mount guard, to ſerve the artillery 
while their huſbands went to fight the enemies 
of the republic. This extravagance was applaud- 
ed with, enthuſiaſm by all the wearers of red 
caps. f 

Chabot, that odious cabs: * came 
one day to the Convention in the filthy dreſs of 
the Sans-culottes, his breaſt uncovered, his legs 
naked, in wooden ſhoes, held the red cap ſhame- 
leſsly in his hand. It was under his auſpices 
that the Commune demanded the abrogation- of 
the martial law, in order to ſubſtitute a ſyſtem 
of aſſaſſination, which was to mow down with- 
out diſtinction the poor and the rich, all who ad- 
hered to the principles of juſtice and virtue, and 
thereby realiſe the project of the famous Marat, 
in cutting off two hundred and fifty thouſand 
heads. 

This bonnet- rouge was Fa a kind of banner 
againſt the Federaliſts. Federaliſm was a fable 
invented for the purpoſe of making the impri- 
ſoned deputies reſponſible for all the misfortunes 
of which news arrived every inſtant at the Con- 
vention. A multitude of ſections and of com- 

4 munes 
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munes around Paris marched in proceſſion through | 


the hall of the Convention, drums beating, and 
crying out, Viwent les Sans-culottes'! Vive le bon- 
net-rouge! It was after theſe vociferations, that 
the Montagnard party decreed that all the ar- 


reſted deputies ſhould be transferred into a na- 


tional houſe, from whence they es came out to 
80 to the ſcaffold. tr 

A member of the General unden; 
Council uſed to ſleep in his e and in- 

ſulted every one who did not wear it. He was 
called James Roux, an apoſtate prieſt, who 
charged himſelf with conducting Louis the XVIth 
to puniſhment, inſtead of the executioner, who 


was ſatisfied to walt for his victim at the ſcaffold. ,. 
He was ſtill more ferocious and more incendiary © 


than his colleagues, ſo much that he even teri ĩſied 
them. He difhonoured the "bonnet-rouge: by 
degrees the moſt exaggerated bluſhed at this em- 
blemz it did not diſappear altogether, but remain- 
ed mixt with the three colours. We fee it ml 
at m of the eee | 
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THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE AT THE EVECRE, 
I F we rnd $54 a moment An of the ative. 
part which foreigners have taken in our affairs, in 
ſubſidizing. ſeveral chiefs of the} Jacobins, and 
forcing the reſt into crimes,” we have only to 
throw our eyes on the Central Committee of the 
Eveche, which was formed all at once as by en- 
chantment, which declared itſelf inveſted with 
illimited powers by all the ſections of Paris, which 
declared the city in a ſtate of inſurrection, and 
ordered the barriers to be ſhut. 8 
Ihe greater part of the members of the com- 
mittee were not Frenchmen; amongſt them was 
one Guſman, a Spaniard, from whom I gained 
many confeſſions at the time of my captivity, 
and who ſo far intereſted himſelf in my fate, that 
he wiſhed to fave me, in ſeparating me from my 
colleagues, which I conſtantly refuſed. : 
The Swiſs Pache, the Brabanter Dubuiſſon, the | 
Neufchatelois Marat, the ex-capuchin Chabot, 
brother-in-law to two Auſtrians, ſuch were the 
perſons who named Henriot temporary com- 
mander of the armed force, and who gave forty 


ſols a day to ſuch Sans- culottes as would remain 
undey 
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under arms. They filled alſo the galleries of the 
Convention with their violent agents. They 
broke the chains of that anarchy by which they 
were at length devoured; and what is moſt in- 
credible is, that in ſtriking theſe blows, in diſſolv- 
ing the conventional union, they wiſhed that this 
diſſolution ſhould have e air of W — 
the Convention itſelf. ee Baſhi 

- The alarm- bell was in-the hands — 
mittee. Barrere flattered it with his vile falſe- 
hoods, Robeſpierre conſidered it as his pedeſtal, 
and we, honeſt and enlightened men, it was in 
vain for us to ſay to the Convention and the 
Mountain, „It is your heads they are looking 
« after; do not you ſee the ferocious Henriot, 
« he reflects the conſpiracies of the foreign cabi- 
« nets; he holds the lighted match in his hand, 
with which he is going to fire the cannon againſt 
* the national palace.  Herauld de Sechelles is 
% a-traitor, a perfidious wretch, who is in league 
„ with him.” The Jacobins, blinded by the ha- 
tred and ferocity of their character, preferred the 
deſpotiſm of Henriot, his hat on his head, and 
infolence on his brow, to the virtues of Vergniaud, 
of Genſonne,- of Barbaroux, of Briſſot; and the 
ſervile inſtrument of the cruelties of Robeſpierre, 
and Couthon, all made the Montagnards the obſe- 
quious ſatellites of Henriot, exclaiming that the 
ſovereign people were in inſurrection. 


The 
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- | The Mountain therefore approyed the conduct 
of the commune, and humbled: by the moſt in- 
ſolent audaciouſneſs, itſelf ſanctioned the violence 
of a few obſcure-demagogues, and made way for 
that deluge of evils with n mum was about 
to be overwhelmed. - 
Where then was that 2 wad which 
conſiſted only in murdering republican colleagues, 
in creating the words of - federaliſm and fede- 
raliſts, which they taught the rricotenſes, ſiſters to 
the furies. of the guillotine, in propagating thoſe 
magical and ſanguinary expreſhons of which the 
wretches who uſed them were not the dupes, 
and with which they would have thruſt the head 
of every impriſoned deputy under the axe of de- 
eemyviral tyranny ? And let it not be ſaid that 
the day of the ninth of Thermidor ſaved the re- 
publican deputies. - The ſeventy-three members, 
who alone had done their duty and proteſted 
againſt that anarchy, languiſhed ſtill in priſon for 
more than four months. And the Parifians, who 
hated every thing that adhered to the republic, 
did not dare to deliver them ; the whole of the 
Convention bending under the yoke of ſhame 
and infamy, was forced to recall them into the 
ſenate, if I may uſe the expreſſion, in ſpite of 
itſelf. f 
Thy poignard, ob, Tallien! thou reſervedſt for 
thy executioner, but thou couldit not arm thyſelf 
with 


9 
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with it for the true republicans; 'thou haſt ſaved 
thy own head without ſaving the lives of others! 
What imported it to thee, that upright deputies 
groaned in dungeons || After the criminal indif- 
ference with which the republican party was 
conſtantly attacked or menaced, let no one be 
aſtoniſhed at the days of Germinal, Praireal, and 
Vendemaire ; theſe days would not have taken 
place, if the victorious party of the tenth of Au- 
guſt had performed what juſtice and” the love of 
the republic equally. enjoined; but hard and 
frigid egotiſm aſſimilated thoſe repreſentatives 
who had not been in peril, to thoſe cowards 
who, ſaved from a common danger, abandon 
their neighbours, becauſe it would coſt SEC 
flight effort to cruſh a band of robbers. 

Tallien ! thou raiſedſt thyſelf as a W 
fluggard riſes at length when the fire reaches the 
mattreſs of his bed; thou haſt indeed acted a part 
in the tragedy which finiſhed the reign of Robeſ- 
pierre, but thou wert not the author of it; and 
decemviral tyranny and the Montagnards ſtrove at 
that very period to renew thoſe ſcenes of horror. 


CHAP. 
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given to that ſhort ſpace of 
9 marked by events, ſuch as have 
never been ſedn amongſt any people in any country. 
The impriſonment of the eleven French guards, 
who from their -patriotic refuſal to fire on the 
people, had incurred the diſgrace of the court, 
induced the people to arm. The-offcers'of the 
regimentſ of guards ſhook with rage, when they 
ſaw thoſe brave ſoldiers lay down'their arms. The 
grateful people forced the priſom of the Abbey of 
St. Germain- des-Cres; and all the priſoners were 
ſet at liberty. Ihe buſt of the Duke of Orleans was 
carried in triumph, and we do not conceive even 
yet what was the plan or view of this prince; 
be probably had none, or perhaps we ought to 
conſider him as the mereſt automanton that has 
ever figured in hiſtory. After having been the 
puppet of the foreign cabinets, he became the in- 
ſtrument of every faction. One would have 
thought that it was neceſſary to commit ſome act 
of violence on his perſon, and carry him ſeated 
to the throne, in order that it might be ſaid, that 
he had aſcended it in ſpite of himſelf. The 
worn- 
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worn- out ſtate of his body, no doubt, influenced 
his mind, ſince he manifeſted at the ſame time ſo 
much credulity and careleſſneſs, ſuffering a fac- 
tion to act under his name, to which perhaps he 
did not belong, and which, changing its oo n 
principles, and eſpecially divided with reſpect to 
its members, did not fail to cut off the head of a 
chief ſo. inert, who had expended treaſures 
through avarice, and conſidered the diadem as 4 
farm which might be purchaſed, with money. 
On Sunday, the twelfth day of July; the cours 
tiers walked with their heads erect in the gallery 
of Verſailles, they ſmiled with joy at the idea 
alone of the approaching deſtruction of the capi - 
tal; the Sunday following they were humbled, 
and whiſpered to each other. The king had 
taken the national cockade, had come to Paris, 
had paſſed under the ſpear of ſteel, that is to ſay; 
under thirty thouſand pikes or ſwords held acroſs 
for the length of eight hundred paces. ., The 
courtiers were confounded at theſe rapid events, 
and if we had kept the king at Paris, demoliſhed 
and razed the chateau of Verſailles, as I pro- 
poſed, never would criminal hope have entered 
into ſo many terrified hearts, who recovered from 
the ſhock by degrees, and who regarded the Re- 
volution as à torrent which had already ceaſed. to 
flow. E N ee 
The chateau of Verſailles remaining ſtanding, 
gave courage to all the ſlaves of the court, and 
| increaſed 
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jncreaG/ their perfidy ; and äs the: people" ire 
greatly affected by external ſigns, if the habitation 
of the kings had been deſtroyed, as politictl 
forefight' enjoined, the monarch and his court 
would have ſaid that the inſurrection was ſerious 
and deciſive ; they would have acted accordingly; 
and all the bloed which has been ſpilt would 
have ee "in the: veins of the generous 
French. Due 1 n Hut sid; 

My mee was v rb bees u it was 
faid; that I had made this motion only to accom- 
pliſ a kind of prophecy which 1 had made re- 
ſpecting the caſtle of Verfailles, when I repre- 
fented in a dream, the ſhade of Lewis'the XTVth 
watering, with the tears of repetitance, the laſt 
half. broken column of his proud and expenſtve 
monument. I will venture to fay, that this pa- 
lace has conſtantly fed the hopes 'of the coaleſced 
powers, hearing that it was carefully kept up 
and preſerved in all its former ſplendour. The 
princes had made the multitude believe, that the 
king was only gone into the country on a _— 
ing party. 

We ought to have ſtruck the minds of the 
people by this mighty deſtruction, have ſcattered 
at a diftance the materials of this fuperb palace, 
and have built a city with them; and as a bird 
of prey, which, after loſing its neſt, finds nothing 
to ſeize on with its dreadful claws, the court 
would have ſaid, We are quite ſubdued, Ver- 
failles is no more! 


Religion 


* r . 2 


| 
| 


which was no longer marble, and under roofs 
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Religion itſelf, when it has no temple, wanders 
about vagrant and deſolate ; what would have 
been the caſe with royalty, when torn from its 
baſe, inſulated, circumſcribed ? It would have 
been forced to have taken reſt on a pavement 


which diſplayed neither ſhow nor magnificence. 

The chateau of Verſailles was the inveſtiture 
of a great king, of a king proud and powerful ; 
there ought to be no more kings proud or pow- 
erful ; it would have been wiſe therefore, in ſuch 
ſingular circumſtances, to have heard the voice 
of meditation, penetrated with -the ſtrong con- 
viction of the real danger of leaving a chateau 
ſtanding, the centre of every. political operation, 
the name of which, both far and near, excited 
ideas altogether diſcordant with an order of things 
ſo new, and which became neceſſarily invincibly 
commanding, or of no importance. 

It was the impetuous vehemence of the peo- 
ple which produced all theſe mighty occurrences; 
amongſt the wounded were many of feventy years 
old, and children of twelve. In two days time 
the city had aſſumed all the air of an immenſe 
garriſoned town, We only, touched the walls 
and they fell down. Great pieces of artillery | 
were borne away from the Invalids as by en- 
chantment; and, without having been taught, 
every one knew how to exerciſe and handle 
arms. 


[ | 
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«1 1 'WATIONAL GUARD: 

Tuts creation was a miracle, and is a 'ptoof 
that men effect always more by their will than by 
their underſtanding ; and that in great revo- 
lutions, it is not reflection that predominates, but 
0 ee Ha „ 

Had all the kings of France, one after the 
other, undertaken the aſtoniſhing creation of this 
national guard, not only would they bave failed 
in their projects, but they would infallibly have 
periſhed in the attempt. It was the burſt of a 
great people, who were reſolved to be no longer 
the ſubjeCts of arbitrary power. The old regime 
was aboliſhed from that very day; and it ap- 
peared evident to every reflecting mind, that roy- 
alty could no longer amalgate itſelf with a dozen 
capitals, ſuddenly inflamed with the ſame fire of 
liberty, and ready to ſhed their blood to repel” 
and cruſh for ever that inſupportable oppreſſion, 
which had made them groan for ſo many ages. 
That courage was the prelude to the victories 
which in Germany, and eſpecially in Italy, haye 
decided that the French Nation was made to go- 


vern itſelf. Had we been governed by an Henry 
the 
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the Fourth, Lewis the Fourteenth, and Charle- 
magne, the exploſton once having taken place; it 
was in the power neither of the valour nor the 
genius of theſe princes to have ſtopped its vios 
lence or degraded its majeſty. Loa 672] 

The royal authority was truly vilified be this 
hiſtory of the necklace ; but here the monarch 
was ſubdued in the ſame manner as if Charles 
the Ninth had been arreſted when ready to fire 
on his ſubjects. Every Pariſian ſaw the blunder- 
buſs cocked at Verſailles. The general cry, and 
it muſt habe been heard to feel what it was, call- 
ed for the overthrow of the throne; it was im- 
poſſible for the greateſt poltroon not to join in 
the terrible cry; all enliſted, even the poet, and 
the queſtion that day was the giving up the king, 
as in religious revolutions a part of Europe bad 
given up the pope. 

If it was with the eſtabliſhment of re 
armies that ſervitude began, the neceſſity of re- 
creating a citizen militia was readily felt, in order 
to prevent the princes from hereafter coming to 
triumph by force. But what is inconceivable is, 
that the National Guard was the work of the 
twinkling of an eye; there was neither plan, 
project, nor determination. We cried out, 
Every Pariſian is a ſoldier,” and France re- 
peated, © Every Frenchman will take arms.” 

The enemy of liberty ſoon corrupted this inſti- 
tution with nn caps, and epaulets, and 

eſta- 
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eſtabliſhed thoſe diſtinctions for ever dear to 
hirelings, who fly under the command of a; 
ſingle individual to fight againſt the country. 
They wiſhed to ſeparate the National Guard 
from the nation itſelf, and the project of La 
Fayette ſeemed to be that of putting it imme- 
diately under the orders of a commander tacitly 
devoted to the king. But every deſpot is the eters. 
nal enemy of the liberty of the people, and the 
National Guard was armed only for the en- 
of the national ſovereignty. 

Theſe external ornaments inſpired FR + dildey 
and gave a tone of arrogance to a few ſilly indi- 
viduals ; but they bound the wealthy citizen to 
the claſs of the poor, and the moſt ludicrous va- . 
nity became the inſtrument without bn it 
of the ſpirit of a free people. 

The lion is terrible and cowardly at the furs 
time ; if he miſſes the prey upon which he leaps, 
he walks off aſhamed, and never attacks in front; 


he reſembles the _ Lewis the XVIth was 
| like the lion. 
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and when Dumourier had flattered himſelf that 
he could penetrate as far as Paris, with the de- 
ſign of depoſing the Convention, one might have 
concluded that theſe things would have excited 
a general alarm. On the contrary, the theatres 
were as brilliant as ever, and the coffee-houſes 
filled as uſual with newſmongers. The haughty 
menaces of the enemy never reached our ears, 
nor did we form the leaſt idea of their an 
hopes. 

The in whether * its * or by a 
conſciouſneſs of its force, has always thought it- 
ſelf inaſſailable, ſheltered from the fortune of war, 
and fitted to ſtrike terror into its enemies. They 
laughed at the idea of a plan of defence, as a 
_ thing abſolutely uſeleſs, as no one would ever 
venture to attack the great city. 

This ſtoiciſm was one of the greateſt mee 
of liberty. Was it the effect of ignorance, or 
from having loſt in a calm of more than an hun- 
dred and fifty years, all idea of war? 

The people were never greatly intimidated, 
neither by the report, of the body-guards, in 
VOL. 1. H which 
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which Antoinette was painted under the name of 
the tygreſs of Germany, holding the Dauphin in 
her arms, and inſtigating to hoſtilities ; nor by the 
flight of the king, which ſeemed a diſſolution of 
the government, nor by the taking of Verdun, 

nor by the manifeſtoes of all the kings of Europe. 

It was impoſſible to introduce the terror of an 
enemy amongſt them, and the people nevet 
would have known what terror was, but for the 
decemviral tyranny, which did more harm to li- 
berty and the country than all the armies of Pitt 
and Cobourg. 

Theſe two names, from the habit of e 
them, became terms of ridicule; we muſt have 
been witneſſes of this impoſſibility to have be- 
lieved it. Whilſt through all Europe it 
ſaid, © It is all over with Paris: were it the lowẽw- 
ec eſt of the Bourbons, they would put him on 
the throne,” the people who had carried off 
the cannon from the Invalids, and forty thouſand 
muſquets in three hours' time, neither conceived ' 
nor imagined the poſſibility of danger. They ſet 
themſelves to adore Marat, to exalt Robeſpierre, 
to believe in Chaumette; and the Dumouriers, 
the Cuſtines, the Dampierres, the Bournonvilles, 
the Kellermanns, whether they were traitors, or 
faithful to the public cauſe, inſpired neither fear 
nor inquietude ; they ſaw with ſang froid the ex- 
ecution of a revolutionary tribunal, and ſtrong 
in the call upon 0 Wen for three hundred 

. thouſand 
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with them to the Abbey-priſon, and releaſe their 
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thouſand men. neceſſary to complete the armies 
of the republic; they continued to go quietiy to 


the opera, and the curtain roſe exaQly-at tbe 


ſame hour, whether they cut * _ CG 
only thirty. 


CHAP. XXV: 
COMMUNE OP PARIS. , 


Ir is difficult to explain how that tremendous 
authority of Commune of Paris came to be form- 
ed, which was ſo often denounced and attacked 
by the Gironde; a flock of women, forming a 
private aſſociation, which they entitled Fraternal - 
Society, paraded throughout the ſtreets with 3 
banner at their head, inviting the people to go 


»fright magiftrate. When Hebert was arreſted, 
the Commune became a power which ere&ed 
itſelf on a ſudden, The Jacobins made a Na- 
tional Aſſembly of it, and it was in vain to bring 
any evidence of this act of treachery and treaſon, 
the Sicaires fitting at the Hotel de Ville, having 
on their ſide the coryphees of the party in oppo- 
ſition to the Gironde party, ſaid to the Pariſians, 
« Kill, my friends, kill, imptiſon, for Collot 
— d' Her- 
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 «/\P'Herbois is reſolved to fire the alarm guns, 


« and veil the ſtatue of Liberty.“ We ſaw the 


Parifians ſupporting this infernal aſſembly, this 


cavern of anarchiſts and robbers become the de- 
fenders of all ſuch as were unwilling to render 
an account of the riches which fell under their 
gripe on the ſecond of September, and it was 
neceſſary, in order to effect the total diſſolution 
of the national enen, to nnn the 
Gironde. | | 
The ſpirit of Paris was at that time to ths 
the Commune independent of every other kind 
of power, to make it the centre of dominion, 


and the ſovereign of the republic; this idea 


blinded the Pariſians. The maſs of the popu- 
lace took the aſcendancy, and put itſelf in a ſtate 


of vigilance; Chaumette became their king ; and 
this little man, who had been a cabin boy, and 
afterwards a man of letters, who wrote me three 


epiſtles to obtain the place of ſchoolmaſter, and 
was rejected as a hog of the monkiſh ſtye, now 
rivalled Robeſpierre, and would have overthrown 
him, but for a violent meaſure which he ventured 
to take, and which overſet himſelf. The Spaniard: 
Guſman was his miniſter, and he owned to me 
in the priſon of the Force, and before witneſſes, 


that the inſurrection of the 31ſt of May, and the 


following days had been directed by the commune 
againſt the whole of the national repreſentation, 


_ that it was their you to have ſwept away 
: at 
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at the ſame time the chiefs of the Jacobian Robe- 
ſpierre, Marat, and the Girondiſts. The com- 
mune had intended to uſurp all authorit . 


CHAP. XXVI. 


SECTIONS. 


HrsToRy. will be embarraſſed to deſcribe the 
inſolent imprecations of a crowd of energumenes, 
who, in the ſections, were loud in their cries for 
diſorder and extermination; they formed the 
counſel of the commune, in which every thing 
which extravagance or deptavity could imagine 
moſt vile and moſt atrocious, was uttered every 
day againſt ſuch of the citizens of Paris as had 
any degree of affluence. They ſometimes threw 
chairs at each others' heads, but never came to a 
pitched battle. Theſe wretches, after a' ſhort 
diſcuſſion, united their forces to make the com- 
mune triumph over' the Convention ; all their 
cabals tended to perpetuate their revolutionary 
atrocities. Petitions were preſented from theſe | 
cabals, ſo abſurd, and at the ſame time ſo ſedi- 
tious, that Iſnard, Preſident of the Convention, 
wearied and haraſſed with the clamours of theſe 
Sections, declared in the name of France, © that if 

* VEL 
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ever any attempt was made on the inviolability 
Hof the Convention, amidſt the citizens of Paris, 
« the traveller would come ſome day to ſeek on the 


borders of the Seine, the place where the city 
« had once ſtood.” The cry which the whole 


band of the conſpirators raiſed at this energetic 


expreſſion is not to be deſcribed ; nothing was 
heard in Paris but theſe words; © The National 
“Convention is going to deſtroy the capital.“ 
The Jacobins ſeemed to ſhare the fury of the 
ſectionaries. Hebert became a ſuper-excellent 
patriot, an upright magiſtrate, and Marat's crown 
of glory ſhone with redoubled luſtre. The Com- 
miſſion of Twelve was diffolved, and this diſſolu- 
tion became the ſignal of complete anarchy. 
The Miniſter for home affairs, Garat, ranged him- 
ſelf on the ſide of theſe villains, affirmed that 
every thing was in a ſtate of tranquillity, and that 
no conſpiracy exiſted, while all their poignards 
were ſharpened! Hebert, one of the chiefs, had 
been ſet at liberty: this was a- real triumph for 
this ſeditious aſſembly, and the certain preſage of 
the death or proſcription of their enemies. On 
his arrival, the populace covered him with crowns 
and civic palms, which he modeſtly placed on 
the buſts of Jean Jacques Rouſſeau and Brutus, 
which ſtood in this temple of impure demagogy. 


Thus, for having arreſted three or four turbulent 
conſpirators, the Commiſſion of Twelve was load- 
ed with opprobrium, the greater part of its mem- 
bers 
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bers were dragged to the ſeaffold, and others 
eſcaped death only by hiding themſelves in ca- 
verns and woods, or flying into foreign countries. 
The Revolution of the 316} of 258 en to 
avenge a horde of aſſaſſins 

Amongſt the ine eee of de, 
vue conſtantly found three or four ſoreigners, and 
as many ſwindlers, always ready wich motions to 
declare Paris in a ſtate of inſurrettion againſt ty- 
ranny. Theſe commiſſaries, even till the; 14th 
Vendemiaire, declared that the people were wear 
ried with the ſlayery under which they were held. 
and that they were commiſlianed, to manifeſt * 
ſovereign Will. 

Repreſent to youeiuck at | theſe different « 280, 
chas the citizens affrighted, when they heard the 
drum beat to arms, and the alarm bell ringing, 
getting up, and running out to know what the 
tumult meant, learning nothing, marching in 
arms from different quarters, ſurrounding the 
Convention with thirty or forty thouſand men, 
ignorant for the moſt part why they were aſſem- 
bled together. 

We have ſeen the whole city of Paris under 
arms, without knowing for what reaſon ; men in 
municipal ſcarfs running through the ſuburbs, 
and inviting them to march in the name of the 
ſovereign people. A Henriot ordered the can- 


non to be dragged from all points, and towards 


all points, the cannons were dragged forwards, 
then 
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then binkwaids: then dragged” out again be 
next day, after which the Mountain- party, bel- 
lowing and ſhouting, decreed, that the Sections 


of Paris had deſerved well of the count. 


The tranſactions of that day was a wretched 
kind of force, but proved a fruitleſs ſcene of moſt 
terrible calamities to the whole of France. 


The inhabitants of a city ſo immenſe as Paris 


called to arms, furniſhed the commune with the 
means of invading every authority. After hav- 
ing made the attempt, it aſſumed, to the great 
aſtoniſhment of all, a formidable power: the 
Montagnards then became the adherents of the 
council of the commune, as they had become Ja- 


cobins. They entered the Convention only to be- 


tray and deſtroy it, and what was ſtill worſe, to 
defame it; for they had forced the Convention 
itſelf to make the eulogium of the day of the 31ſt 
of May, ſo that the departments, continually de- 


ceived, were perfectly ignorant of what was paſ- 


ſing at Paris. The Commune of Paris was the 
authority which made and executed the laws. 
I have ſeen the precincts of the Convention 


ſix times inveſted by the military force. I have: 
ſeen the volunteers ' deſtined for Vendee, who. 


were brought back expreſsly for this expedition, 


turn their arms againſt the repreſentatives of the 
people; and the citizens of Paris, who came to 
defend them, placed in the rear, abſolutely igno- 


rant of what was paſſing in the interior of the hall 
| or 
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or around it, and on the point of being maſſacred | 
_ themſelves if A not W ee k 
maſſacre. 9 „ een N © | 
From the night: of the 10th of March Fong . 
to the 13th of Vendemiaire, it was openly declar- 3: 
ed, that to reſtore. perfect order, a certain number nn 
of deputies' heads muſt be cut off, and carried * 
in triumph through the ſtreets. As a preliminary 
to theſe aſſaſſinations, the ſeditious threw out the 
moſt atrocious calumnies againſt the national re- 
preſentation; the Fauxbourgs turned out armies, 
and hat was moſt painful to the mind, was the 
utter ignorance which prevailed concerning the 
diſpoſitions and the ſentiments of theſe _ 
ſuddenly * and ſilently menacing. | 


| 
= 
| 
| 
| 


' CHAP. XXVII. 


DISTRICT OF THE CORDELIERS, © 


Ir was in the Diſtrict of the Cordeliers, that 
Danton, loaded with debt, and under ſentence 
of arreſt, ſowed, foſtered, and raiſed the abun- 
dant harveſt of revolutionary crimes. His wotthy | 
colleague, Marat, had two or three ſentences of 
arreſt againſt him ifſued, by the Chatelet. The 
firſt act of demagogy, which opened the door to 
every other was that which Danton directed, by 
arming 
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arming the whole diſtrict to defend the perſon of 
Marat. Without the prudence of La Fayette, 
who was willing to huſh the matter, civil war 
would have been declared. From that day, we. 


anarchiiſts gained the aſcendancy, and it was this 


Danton Wwho was Miniſter of Juſtice! He had 
partiſans, who were attached to him becauſe he 
was, as they ſaid, leſs ſanguinary than Robe - 
ſpierre: this was his whole eulogium. Nature 
had formed him to be an haranguer of the mob, 
to thunder from a bench in a croſs road. He 
was endowed with the eloquence of a porter, and 
poſſeſſed the logie of a robber. This hackney 
attorney was deputy of Paris. The 3 Iſt of May 
he prowled radiant with joy around the Conven- 
tion. I met him, and faid to him, „ You are 
«* ruining the republic and France.” He called 
me ironically the enrage. I anſwered him, I 
« am ſufficiently acquainted with hiſtory to know 
that you are ignorant of what you are doing.” 
I faid almoſt as much to the Miniſter. Garat, 
who was become, from weakneſs or fear, the ad- 
berent of the diſorganizing party, whilſt he made 
war on the Gironde, where exiſted virtues, - ta- 
lents, eloquence, but not enough of that energy 


| neceſſary to exert againſt daring men ever ready 


for the commiſſion of crimes. | 
When we reflect that the furious Jacobins, not 
thinking themſelves ſuſkfiently perfect, went ta 
form themſelves. at the diſtrict of the Cordeliers, 
that 
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that Chaumette, Hebert, Chabot, Bazire a „ Fabre 


d Eglantine, became the valets of Danton, as 
Couthon and St. Juſt, were thoſe of Robeſpierre, 


we know not whether moſt to wonder at, the in- 
ſolence of ſome; or the ſtupidity of others. 


During that long reign of crime and folly, Pa- 
ris was aſleep, and ſuffered itſelf to fall into the 
abyſs of the moſt diſguſting Jacobiniſm. The di- 
ſtrict of the Cordeliers gained the aſcendancy in 


ferocious ſtupidity. The Carriers, the Lebons, 
the Collot d'Herbois ſurpaſſed the demagogical 
Jacobins in ignorance and cruelty. Herault de 
Sechelles who was Preſident of the Convention 
on the day when it was beſieged by the commune 
and its ſatellites, ſeconded by heads revolution- 
arily exaggerated, was in intelligence with Hen- 
riot ſo far as to parade his colleagues around 


the garden of the Tuilleries, as if to preſent a 


fairer mark to the deſtroyers of the ſound part 
of the Convention; and when it was ſaved by 
one of thoſe miracles which have ſince been re- 
newed, he led them back to the place of their 
ſittings, in conſecrating this cheriſhed legend of 
Montaigne, © the force of reaſon and the force 
« of the people are the ſame thing.” The dif- 
trict of the Cordeliers formed the decree of the 


conſtitution of 1793, that anarchical code fo dear 


to all the accomplices of Danton. Thus all the 


Cordeliers, ſtill greater-anarchiſts than the Jaco- 


bins, were i to ſee any term to the revolu- 
tionary 
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tionary commotion; but were deſirous of comms 
nieating it to the following W to the pre. 
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Tuis ag tend like that of a Roman Em · 
peror, and which figured in a public ſquare; the 
hand of the ſtatue. of Louis the XVth. Where 
can it be found at preſent? O ſtrangeneſs of 'def- 
tiny, or rather decree of eternal juſtice ! It is the 
priſoner La Tude, detained thirty-five years in 
ſtate priſons, who is now in poſſeſſion of this hand 
of bronze, the original of which had * the 
order of his long captivity. 

There is nothing more aſtoniſhing than the fa | 
mous ladder which formed his eſcape from his 
priſons of the Baſtille. To make a ladder more 
than three hundred feet in length, to deſcend it 
from a height of more than two hundred feet 
acroſs walls of fifteen feet thick, to eſcape, be re- 
1 taken, and be again delivered by the miracle of 
$2084 the 14th of July! If every man has not his deſ- 
113880 tiny, how explain the patience, the courage, the 
good fortune of Henry Maſſeres de la Tude? The 
__ foot of this ſame equeſtrian ſtatue is depoſited in 
IE | the 
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the muſeum of French monuments—this' i is all 
that remains of three dynaſtie !! 

The day that theſe ſtatues of kings were thrown. 
down, I beheld the | multitude in a ſingular kind 
of aſtoniſhment at finding that all theſe bronzes 
were not maſſive, and that the flanks of the horſe 


were ſcarcely thicker than a piece of three livres, 


as they had promiſed themſelves an almoſt infinite 
coinage of fix liard-pieces, they felt ſome diſplea- 
ſure at being diſappointed.” « What,” ſaid they, 
was it ſo. hollow?” —Y es, every n was hol- 
neee 00 © a. ei 


9 
« * 
* * , 
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CHAP. XXIX. - 


FUNERAL OF MICHAEL LEPELLETIER. 


Hz had conſcientiouſly voted the death of the 


king; and an ancient body-guard, who had been 
looking for the Duke of Orleans, with the in- 
tention of ſtabbing him, and making him ſerve 
as a companion to the great victim, not finding 
him, entered an eating-houſe, and hearing that 
there was a repreſentative preſent who had alſo 


voted the death of the king, he ſuffered for the 


Duke of Orleans. The body-guard drew out 
from beneath his cloak a large claſp knife, with 
which he opened his ide, and after the blow 

meg 
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made his eſcape. It may perhaps be known at 
ſome future day what prepared and determined 
this ſtrange aſſaſſination. The man, as he was 


expiring, was ſaid to have uttered certain words 


which in fact he never pronounced. 


A funeral pomp was ordered in honour of Mi- 


chael Lepelletier. This ceremony wore a charac- 
ter extremely remarkable. They placed the corpſe 
on the ruined baſe of the equeſtrian ſtatue of 
Louis XIVth in the Place Vendome. His fune- 
ral oration was there pronounced by a voice 
which was heard on every roof. It was very 
cold weather. The body of Lepelletier, naked, 
livid, and bloody, diſcloſing the large wound 
which it had received, was borne on a kind of 
litter, and paraded ſlowly by a very long circuit, 
attended by the Convention as well as by the 
Jacobin Society. Theſe laſt had their banner, 
and by its fide another of their own invention, 
which had for its flag the ſhirt, the waiſtcoat, and 
above all, the breeches of Lepelletier ſtil drop- 
ping with blood. Every one might ſee the dead 
man, who, having been the judge of Louis the 
XVIth, preceded him to the tomb. 

It was a ſpectacle fitted to produce ſtrong im- 
preſſions, and what was hideous in the ceremony 
itſelf, diſappeared before the terrible images which 
it preſented to the imagination. The brother of 
the perſon aſſaſſinated led the march. Several 
Montagnards, identifying themſelves with him 

whom 
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whom they were conducting to the Pantheon, 
exclaimed, * This will be our lot: this is what 
« we ſhall gain by founding a republic.“ They 


ſpoke of an unhappy orphan, who was heireſs to 


a fortune of four or five hundred thouſand livres 
a year. Funeral eulogiums were profuſely ſcat- 


tered over Michael Lepelletier. All the women 
had frightful dreams after this ceremony, and ne- 


ver was a dead man ſaluted with ſo many looks, 
or attended with ſo many refleCtions. 

The daughter of Michael Lepelletier became 
the adopted child of the nation, and it is on her 
account that a law of the Roman republic forms 
part of the code of the French republic. 

Under pretence of ſearching for the garde du 
corps, Paris, the Palais-Royal was ſurrounded 
ſome days after by ten thouſand men. No per- 
ſon there could go out without paſling in review 
before the guard, and exhibiting a card of ſurety 
to an officer of the police. This perſecution of 
a kind hitherto unknown having ſucceeded pretty 
well, was repeated ſo often, that the Pariſians 
conſidered it afterwards only as a kind of amuſe- 
ment. 3 1 

At preſent, we regard as a fable all that has 
been ſaid with reſpe& to the arreſt and the pre- 
tended death of the aſſaſſin of Lepelletier. 
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CHAP. XXX. 
DOME OF THE PANTHEON. 


Ar the name alone of the pyramids of Egypt, 


of the Temple of Minerva at Athens, of the Co- 


liſeum of the Amphitheatre at Rome, of the 
ſquared houſe at Niſmes, of theſe magnificent 
and ruined aqueducts, of theſe ſuperb roads now 
broken up, attention is awakened, imagination 
tranſports us back to thoſe times in which they 
were conſtructed, and modern edifices fink into 
nothing. Why are ancient monuments, whoſe 
broken columns are ſcattered up and down, more 
intereſting to the eye of imagination than when 
they ſubſiſted in all their freſhneſs? Why do the 
- ruins which ſurround them ſeem to impreſs us 
with a more ſtriking character of majeſty? It is 
thus, without doubt, and I aſk pardon of architec- 
ture and the ſhace of Soufflot—it is in this man- 
ner that the dome of the Pantheon will, when 
crumbled into ruins, be far more pictureſque than 
the Pantheon in its preſent ſtate. The amateurs 
will ſhudder at my aſſertion, and will cry out 


Vandaliſm. The philoſopher will underſtand and- 


appreciate it. 


But 
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But after all theſe pyramids, theſe antique tem- 
ples, that St. Peter of Rome, that St. Paul of 
London What were they but monuments of hu- 
man weakneſs? What are the loftieſt domes, 
the moſt elevated vaults, to the eyes of the ob- 
ſerver who has paſſed under the arched rocks of 
the Alps, who has contemplated with reſpectful 
aſtomiſhment thoſe rocks, yow piled majeſtically 
on each other, now placed irregularly by the 
hand of nature? And what is the interior of thoſe 
edifices ſo vaunted, by the ſide of thoſe tremen- 
dous caverns which have been dug by rivers in 
the ſides of mountains, and whoſe entrance, in 
ſpite of my ardent curioſity, is interdicted me ay a 
ſentiment of terror. 


Poor little Pantheon by the fide of 3 St. 


Gothard! Since I have heard of its ſtate of de- 
cay, I wiſhed to make it a viſit. I threw myſelf 
into the ſtair-caſe of the edifice acroſs the ladders; 
the duſt of plaiſter, hammers, long ſaws, and 
moving ſcaffolds, ſuſpended by whitened ropes. 
The voice of the workmen echoed along the roofs; 
the leaſt ſound was reverberated, the leaſt motion 
which I heard around me, ſeemed to thunder the 
approaching fall of the edifice, and for once I 


hgured myſelf buried in the Pantheon without 


trial or ſentence. The prediction of Patte would 
then have been fulfilled, and the Greek, Egyp- 
tian, and Roman, would laugh at the French ar- 


chitects. Reſuming immediately the attitude and 
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courage of an obſerver,” I mounted, deſcended, 


examined, and this enormous maſs reſting on 
' light ſupporters which menaced ruin, brought to 
my recollection the dome of St. Peter, and led me 
to ſmile at that hazardous daring art which eretts 
cupolas with fo much difficulty and expence, and 
ſo little ſecurity. I compared thoſe two monu- 
ments, of which one already ancient is ſtill ſolid, 
and the other, which is not yet finiſhed, is threat - 
ened with approaching ruin. In ſhort, when we 
contemplate the Pantheon at which men have la- 
boured during half a century, and which, after 
having waſted the lives of ſuch multitudes, is ſtill 
imperfect, and without a poſſibility of lodging 
any we ſee, methinks, a houſe of cards, which 
grown-up children are conſtructing, to be thrown 
down by the firſt blaſt, and which will perhaps 
be finer than ever on account of its fall. O 
weakneſs of man! He delights himſelf in mag- 
nificent and uſeleſs labours! he is the architect 
of ruins | | 

A tribe of phyſicians fitting by the bedſide of a 
patient, aſſert, it is the kidney, the liver, the ſto- 
mach, the lungs, which are affected; ſo the ar- 
chitects exclaim, 'The evil is here. —No; it is 
there—the legs are good, but the vertebre are de- 
cayed. Every one protrudes his project as the 
infallible remedy; without which the deſtruction 


of the dome becomes general, the fall certain, 
and 
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and confequenthy\ that of al the reſt of the monu- 
ment. Min Nach 

In going out of We dome, ER the fartie pes 
ſure as ſailors and warriors feel after ſtormis and 
battles,” that of finding myſelf alive. And why 
did I go to inſpect the edifice ? Why? Becaufe 
| was told there was danger. Singufar caprice 
of the human imagination! The Iife of à faflor 
is more tumultuors. than ours, and is therefore 
agreeable to a ſeaman. An uniform Ife is an un⸗ 
happy one. Toffed up and down by revolution 
ary tempeſts for a long time under the axe of the 
executioner, my life was full and laborious ; 1 felt 
more the value of my exiſtence. After theſe 
ſcenes of agitation, having landed from the veſfet, 
which, borne on the ftormy waves, thteatened 
every day to make ſhipwreck againſt farrounding 
rocks, I am afraid of growing liſtleſs, if F do not 
go now and then in ſeareh of dangers under the 
tottering dome of the Pantheon. 0 


CHAP. XXXI. 


THE KING OF MACOCO, 


Tux Paris of Robeſpierre was no longer that 
of Louis the XIVth, Louis the XVth, or even of 
Louis the XVIth. 


I 2 At 
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At the palace of the negro King of Macoco, 
they kill every day two hundred men for the 
mouth of the ſovereign. Amongſt us, a civilized 
people, men were killed only for an opinion. 

The archbiſhop had fallen from the top of his 
cathedral, the noble from the top of his fortreſs, 
the king from the pinnacle of his throne, the 
academician from his two- armed chair. La Har- 
pe, who was not much hurt, cried an hundred 
times louder than the reſt, but he made all this 
noife only after the fall of the decemviral tyranny. 
To hear his long and wailing lamentations, one 
would think that he alone had been in priſon. 

A priſoner, of as much importance as himſelf, 
ſaid, © I ſhall not complain; I will live; it is agree- 
« able to me to live, that Imay leave my innocence 
« time to unveil itſelf ; but I ſhould have had the 
* courage to live, though branded with diſgrace, 
« becauſe my honour did not depend on the vain 
* caprice of tyrants, becauſe I ſhould have made 
« my misfortunes uſeful by ſtudying the hearts of 
the men who had cauſed them, and that tran- 


« quil in virtue, I ſhould have oppoſed my con- 


« ſcience to the clamours of a deluded multitude.” 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 


4 THE INSURRECTION, 


LA Zenn. 
Tingle! Tingle! 


MARTON. 
Madame calls ! 


LA MARQUI1SI 
Allons, Marton! I am going to riſe. 


MARTON. 
Yes, I am coming. 
LA MARQUISE. 
What is the news, my dear? 


MARTON. 
Madam, an inſurrection is announced for this 


morning. 


LA MARQUISE. | 
What a tale | They ſaid that it was over, 


MARTON. * 
They talk of carnage, of deſtruction, and of * 


which is ſtill more. 


LA MARQUISE. 
Still worſe, Marton, that is as you think, for in 


ſhort if we muſt— 


MARTON. 
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MARTON, 

Alas! I hear every where that the wreelal 
will maſſacre the women, and thoſe, they tell 
me, who ſhall be to their taſte, unfortunate ob- 
jefts of their infamous deſires. 


LA MARQUISE—(Pery briſkly.) 

I ſhall die ! make haſte and dreſs me then— 
ſince they infult us, and kill us. Allons, Marton 
my rouge.— 0 heavens! Yellow—out of ſpirits 
—[ am frightful—they will kill me! 


" 
— . 
— 


CHAP. XXXIII. 


UNCLOISTERED NUNS. 


A young and pretty nun coming out of her 
convent, by virtue of the decree -of the National 
Aſſembly, and going into a hackney-coach, ſaid 
to herſelf; „If we are not enjoined to unite 
* ourſelves to other religious houſes, like the 
ce monks our brethren, at leaſt that is not forbid- 
* den us—* Go on, coachman, to the Carmes of 
„the Place-Maubert.” 

No re-entrance for profeſſed fiſters who have 
gone out, and whom repentance or neceſſity 

might bring back to the ſheep-fold ; ſuch is the 
ſupreme and irreyocable decree ſigned by the 

Semp- 


* 
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Sempiternelles, and underneath by the ſeurs con- 
verſes. 

How many tears did this ſentence 20 the 
young mother St. Agatha, who unhappily had 
been more in a hurry to enjoy her liberty than 
her penſion! Without fortune, without friends, 
without any other relations than a very pious 
aunt, who had promiſed to receive her, and who 
had diſavowed her; what will become of her? 
What has happened to many others in ſimilar 
ſituations? No, ſhe has been ſaved, and there 
the is who, in full poſſeſſion of her virtue and ho- 
nour, paſſed from the convent into one of our 
corps-de-garde. Do not be alarmed, the only queſ- 
tion was about a diſtrict where ſhe could be cour- 
teouſly received, and in which, in ſpite of the 
anathema of her mild fiſterhood, ſhe is reſpett- 
fully lodged, fed, and clothed. It is pretended, 
even that our grenadiers forbore fearing b in her 
preſence, _ 118 

When the decree which was to cincloiſter! the 
monks began to be talked about, fix nuns of the 
Ave-Maria were condemned to eat their rice 
with an ear-picker, for having chatted a little 
freely on the poſſibility of the ſuppreſſion of the 


monaſtic orders, 
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CHAP. NV. 


DAYS OF THE 21th © oF JUNE AND 1Oth or Av- 
| * GUST 1792, > neil 


Warzn' the artful, La Fayette . favoured the 
flight of Louis XX VIth, and expoſed him on his 
return to Paris to the hiſſes of an indignant peo- 
ple, it was becauſe he had founded on that bold 
ſtroke the project of a republic. The events 
which followed this ſhameful flight confirm the 
aſſertion. From that period, indeed, the Orleans 
faction demanded with loud cries the dethrone- 
ment of the king, and giving full wing to the li- 
cence of the preſs, the king of the French was 
ſpoken of under no other title than that of a 
ſtupid hog. 

The people, deluded by the ſoditious writings 
and diſcourſes which were paid for by the leaders 
of this fame faction, aſhamed of doing obedience 
to a degraded chief, plunged in the mire, conſi- 
dered him merely as a piece of mechaniſm uſe- 
leſs in carrying on the government, eſpecially ſince 
there exiſted a National Aſſembly. 

It was under theſe circumſtances that the firſt 
conſtitution made its appearance. The king, 
then a priſoner, and to whom it reſtored a part 


of 
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of his primitive authority, accepted it. But ſtill 
miſtruſting his ſtrength under this powerful buck- 
ler. he ſurrounded himſelf only with nobles who 
were conſpirators, and prieſts: who were fanatics; 
who formed that obſtinate party of oppoſition, 
the end of which was to palſy the will of the 
nation, and ſuffer the new laws to expire on 
paper. be 3200 410 6.) 
This infolent reſiſtance, this continued con- 
tempt of the rights of a people enthuſiaſtic for 
liberty, France, ſurrounded on all fides by foreign 
:r00ps, the ſcene of poignards, with vipers' tongues 
at the chateau of the Tuilleries, the conſtitutional 
oaths abjured by the prieſts, the perfidious ſug- 
geſtions of the Biſhops to deter the king from 
receiving the paſcal communion from the hands 
of a conſtitutional prieſt, the indignation of his 
ſubje&s, witneſſes of all theſe atrocities, ſuch were 
the principal cauſes which precipitated the tem- 
peſt on his head, and on thoſe of his fallacious 
adviſers. 9 | b 
The chiefs of the turbulent party, amongſt 
whom were Marat and Freron, took advantage 
of theſe firſt crimes and infractions of the law, to 
encourage the conſpirators in their projects. By 
means of their periodical incendiary papers, they 
forged quarrels between the citizens and the new 
ſatellites of the king; a dexterous mode, by which 
they provoked the diſmiſſion of his guard, and 


gave 
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gave bim — —— inſults of * 75 
pulace. 9 

The Toilleries from that time became the thief 
place of rendezvous of the murdering appren- 
tices, where they went to ſtudy under the direc- 
tion of the Duke of Orleans, the parts of his 22 
tragedxp. 

On the other ſide, the crow of the ads . 
alift> placard of the deputy Andre, made every 
head giddy. The multitude faw juſtice and rea- 
fon in the maxims only of Drawcanfir Marat. 
Hence took place quarrels about opinions, di- 
viſions among old friends, diſcord hovered over 
Paris and the provinces, every day there were 
diforders to repreſs, crimes to puniſh ; every day 
the prieſt was inſulted at the altar; the tie of re- 
gion was broken, terror and miſtruſt inſenſibly 
gamed poſſeſſion of every mind. The creation 
of paper- money increaſed the alarm, fortified the 
hope of the execrable authors of the treaty of fa- 
mine, ſince executed, and prolonged with equal 


eunning and barbarity, 


CHAP. 
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reli alt ; 18 
CHAP. XXXV. 
DAY or THE 21ſt oF JoNE 1792. 


Ar length came the 21ſt of June 1792. The 
20th of June 1791, the Pariſian was calm and 
magnanimous ; how different from himfelf at =_ 
fourth-epocha of the Revolution! | 

As terrible as on the day when they marched 
under the command of La Fayette to ſeek the 


king at Verſailles, they marched under the ban- 


ners of the Fauxbourgs to the Chateau of the 
Tuilleries. The threatening diverſity of their 
arms marked the turn of each character, and its 
barbarous induſtry. One might have imagined, 
that there had been a king for each individual to 
poignard, to ſtab, to rip open, to cut in pieces. 

In a moment, the parterre was- inveſted and 
ſcaled, pieces of cannon were placed againſt the 
doors of the veſtibules. Thieves mounted on the 
parapets, glided in at the windows, and whatever 
retarded the impetuoſity of the aſſailants was bro- 
ken into ſhivers, The collection of the edits 
and decrees of the council, ſcattered about by ſa- 


crilegious hands, were ſeen flying from the top of 


the northern pavilion, and falling on the terrace. 
The principal conſpirators had got as far as 
the chambers of the king. At the ght of the 
| 5 monarch, 
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monarch, ſeated by the ſide of his wife and his chil- 
dren, they ſtood ſtupified. Indeed, it muſt be ac- 
knowledged that Louis diſcovered great intrepi- 
dity on this occaſion, having only his heart, as a 
ſhield, againſt two hundred thouſand bayonets. 

Their ſtupefaction ſoon changed itſelf into iro- 
nical inſolence. One of them coiffed Capet with 
the bonnet-rouge, and offered him a bottle of 
wine which belonged to the affailants. The king 
drank and ſhook hands with the Sans-culottes. . 
+ The popular battalions, in deſpair at this laugh- 
able denouement, and judging that the ſtroke had 
failed, diſbanded : they left the garden with the 
coal-heavers, who had no other arms than ſticks, 
and for a flag, a coal-ſack tied to the end of a 
pole. They made way for the regiment of Flan- 
ders, and the grenadiers of the Pariſian Guard, 
who ranged themſelves in line of battle on the 
whole length of the terrace. | 

- Meanwhile, the king once more „ebnet the 
dagger, but trembling for his days, ſhut himſelf 
up in his chateau, and ordered the entrance into 
the Tuilleries to be cloſed every monung again 
the public. 


CHAP. 
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PLAN OF THE NOBLES AND EMIGRANTS TO 


OVERTURN THE CONSTITUTION OF 1791. Avr 
* 


Dunglixc this cnptivity; the Ann n hot | 


ed with zeal. in organizing in the South the ' coa- 
| lition of the faithful ſubjects of Jale's, in order to 
oppoſe a formidable front to the exertions of the 
Jacobins of Orleans Egalite, to annul the oath of 
the clergy, to maintain in its integrity the catho- 
lic worſhip, and exterminate without pity from 
the ſoil of the country the founders of liberty. 


What ſeconded moſt effectually this bold pro- 


ject, was the plan propoſed. ſeveral months be- 
fore, and immediately put into execution, of en- 
gaging mercenary writers, opening correſpon- 
dence in the provinces; intelligent men were plac- 
ed in the offices of the afſembly. for the. ſerret 
communication of pieces, and ſpies at the-clubs 


of the Jacobins, in the ſociety of the Corde- 


liers, in each ſection of the orators and of the 


applauders poſted near them, motion-mongers pa- 


raded the Tuilleries and the Palais-Royal, and vi- 
ſited the coffee-houſes, the work-yards, the thea- 
tre, and the gunguettes, Two hundred thouſand 

| livres 


— 
& Tha, 


0 De= 
* 

tf Cy dS 
res) I RN 


* = 44% 2345 
G 0 A 
rr 1 81 
- T# 4 2 
— wt a — 
6 


oo 3; 


\ 3 1 THI 
8 py 7 <A Pio 


TN 


» =" oY = 
SEL ag 


L * 
> EIS 
* 1 
* 
- 


—_— —— 


2 


> © 


* I 
8 
- Ar 


. - 


126 wEW PIeTvRy or PARKS: 


livres were conſecrated to the payment. of the 

wages of theſe different actors. 
But it was preciſely this plan which accelerated 
the fall of the throne. The infidious manceuvres 

of the Royaliſts were counteracted by the foreſight 
of the friends of liberty. If Capet had his writers, 
his obſervers, his ſpies, the patriots had alſo theirs, 
who poſſeſſed far more addreſs. With the aid of 
the faction they drew on the great maſs of the 
citizens, who wiſhed for nothing but tranquillity 
and the ſtri&t obſervance of the laws. 


CHAP. XXXVII. 


FIRST SYMPTOMS or THE DAY OF THE 10th or 
AVGUST. | | 


Taz tempeſt rolled at a diſtance in hollow 
murmurs. The inhabitants of the Fauxbourgs 
made up a formidable corporation under the 
name of Sans-culottes, which had been given 
them as a mark of deriſion by Lacueil, and which 
they afterwards preſerved as a title of glory, even 
the women became orators in the groupes which 
were continually renewed. The name of tyrant 
had taken place of that of king. The nobles 
were called Ariftocrats, and the Prieſts Calhtins. 

| | The 
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The terrace of the Tuilleries was de orly paſſage 
left for the publie to gu to the ſittings of the Af- 
ſembly. The people, to prevent ſullying the feet 
of freemen with the duſt of the garden of an eng · 
crable deſpot, fixed themſelves with a three c- 
loured ribband the line of demarcation, which 
was ſcrupulouſly obſerved. The other part, which 
formed the royal walk, was called the Black Fo- 
reſt. Public nnn was at the * 
pitch. 

At 0 dives; the ea of that 42 
which was to produce fo many crimes, ſo many 
perfidies. The Marſellais, from their entrance 
into Paris, had begun the courſe of their aſſaſ- 
ſinations. Nothing equalled the audacity of their 
chiefs, and the patriots applauded themſelves in 
ſeeing them in the foremoſt ranks. 

The 10th of Auguſt, after four in the morn- 
ing, they aſſembled in the Fauxbourg St. Antoine, 
to the number of: two or three thouſand, in order 
to go and beſiege the chateau. This terrible 
catch-word was immediately communicated! to 
all the aſſembled Sections. The fame evening a 
perſon ran along the terrace of the Tuilleries with | 
a flag, on which were written theſe words. 
Friends! to-morrow the throne will be over- 
turned, to-morrow we ſhall be free.” The 
' expeQation of ſome ſiniſter event was viſible in 
every countenance. This expectation was foon 
confirmed. . At eleven at night the* alarm-bell 

rung, 
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rung, and the drum beat to arms. The attack 
was to begin at two in the morning. A num. 
der of individuals, who in the evening beſieged 
the furriers' ſhops to have grenadiers' caps, flock- 
ed to the chateau to augment the elite of the 
Royaliſts, ſome in uniform, ſome in coloured 
clothes, all were introduced by favour of a con- 
ſigne, ordering a free entrance to all bearers of 
a blue card with theſe words in black letters, 
Entry to the alartments. The Etat-major had par- 
ticulatly deſcribed one individual, who was to 
preſent himſelf and gain admittance to aſſaſſinate 
the king, but het never came. | g 


* 


— — —— 
, 


CHAP. XXXVIII. 


THE 1lOth oF avcvusT 1792. 


Tux king did not retire to reſt, and the num- 
ber of his defenders ſo increaſed till near four in 
the morning, that it was ſcarcely poſſible for him 
to get to his cabinet. It was three when the 
people: began to make their appearance. De- 
tachments of battalions, preceded by their can- 
non, ſpread themſelves about in the courts” of 
the garden and the chateau. At four, they con- 


liſted of upwards of fix thouſand men. 
Detach- 
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Detachments of the National Guard, and of 
the Swiſs, were poſted at the right' and left of the - 
ſtair-caſe which led from the chapel to the king's 
apartment. The danger then becoming more 
and more menacing, it was already propoſed, as 
a means of conciliation, to conduct the royal ſa - 
mily to the Aſſembly. There was ſome queſtion 
of a petition tending to obtain the ſending back 
the Marſeillais and Bretons who were in the ca- 
pital. At theſe ber ee were heard cries of 
Vive le Roi. 

Soon hs Capet; fitted 1 by a won of 
general officers, courtiers, and gtenadiers, deſeend- 
ed, in order'to review: the different detachments, 
who, as he paſſed along, made the court reſound 
with the cries of Vive /a Nation! while the roy» 
aliſts cried Yive le Roi ! It was ſoon perceived, 
however, that the troops were. diſcontented, for 
he had ſcarcely returned to the chateau, before 
part of theſe very troops which he had paſſed 
in review, drew off; at o'clock, there did not 
remain above two thouſand men. 

Meanwhile the Pariſians, and the people Gam 
the Fauxbourgs, armed with pikes, crowded the 
ſtreets, traverſing the bridges in long columns, in 
ſpite of the cannon which barred them; and ad- 
vancing with giant ſteps towards the Tuilleries, 
the air reſounded with the cries of fury, mingled 
with the tinkling of the tocſin. | 

Before ſeven, they were with the Marſeillais in 
battle array on the Place of the Carrouſel before 
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ſelves in order of battle in the king's cabinet. It 


for by the National Aſſembly. A part of this 


enter, ſhe is an ſ—g—, the cauſe of all the 


the chateau. In this interval, the Swiſs officers 
dealt out brandy themſelves to the ſoldiers of their 
reſpective corps. A general officer offered the li- 
quor alſo to the volunteers of the National Guard. 
Soon after, a voice having given the command 
by flanks to the right, by tolumns to the left, a legion 
of courtiers ſuddenly diſplayed their poignards, 
ſabres, and piſtols,, and marching through the 
midſt of the volunteers, went and ranged them- 


was in this hoſtile ſituation that he was ſent 


armed legion, and a detachment of the battalion 
of St Thomas, who had nearly ſhared the fate 
of the Swiſs, protected his paſſage amidſt crowds 
of enraged people, whom the infinuating power 
of ſpeech alone calmed for a moment. 
At the fight of the Swiſs, the people were 
indignant, and uttered vollies of execrations, it 
was at that moment that a private citizen throw- 
ing himſelf in the way of the king, and taking 
hold of his hand, ſaid to him, © It is not an aſſaſ- 
* fin who is ſpeaking to thee, it is an honeſt 
„ man, who will conduct thee to the National 
* Aſſembly ; but as for thy wife, ſhe ſhall not 


* misfortunes of France.” The king, with an 
impreſſive look, preſſed this man's hand, and at 
the fame moment the Deputy Rœderer, who was 


by the ſide of m left him to aſcend the theps 
* of 
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ofthe hall, and then proclaimed, the decree. of 
the Aſſembly, which called into the place of its. 
ſittings the king and the royal family. 1 

At the voice of Rœderer, the people were 
again huſhed, and Louis and his wife entered the 
Aſſembly. Great God! this calm was the inter- 
val of the terrible ſilence between the lightning 
and the thunder, leaving after its fall the dread- 
ful marks of its fury ! 

A diſcharge of muſquetry was immediately 
heard, which was anſwered by another. Tor- 
rents of ſmoke rolled in the air, and darkened 
the day, the great ſtaircaſe was filled with the 
dead and the dying. 

It was in this fatal moment that the i 
feigning a reconciliation, thre cartridges from 
the windows, and made the air reſound with 
the cries of Vive la Nation! The Marſellais and 
the volunteers of the National Guard, perſuaded 
that the Swiſs had ſurrendered to the wiſh of 
the people, preſented themſelves in crowds to the 
great ſtair-caſe of the apartments, and ſuddenly 
the traitors fired a volley on them from the whole 
line. Three ſucceeding diſcharges filled the ſteps 
of this fatal ſtair-caſe, where death ſeemed to wait 
his victims bathed in ſtreams of blood, | 

The engagement now became general : ele- 
ven cannon ſhot, ſtill viſible, were fired at the 
front of the Tuilleries oppoſite to the Carrouſel, 


A ball ſtruck the edge of the king's window: 
K 2 The 
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The people; amidſt the tranſports of their 
dignation, preſerved an admirabte preſence of 
mind. They fought and defended themſolves he- 
roicaly : they ſeemed defirous of reducing the 
chateau to aſhes, and the tyrants who were afſaſſi« 
- nating them. oy 

The flames had already confined the houſe 
of the field-officers of the Swiſs and thoſe around 
it. The aſſailants gain poſſeſſton of the avenue of 

the chateau. The raſh Swiſs turn pale at the ſight 
of an hundred thouſand pikesand bayonets, but ſtill 
reſiſt. What cries of pain, of rage, what hideous 
ſhrieks from men falling under their arms, and 
yelling out the frightful groans of death! Here 
heads fly through the windows, there whole bo- 
dies were hurled from the tops of the galleries. 
They tear in pieces and ſcatter through the air 
all the mattraſſes and camp-beds of the ſatellites 
of the king. The ſcattered wool falls in fleeces 
like a ſhower of ſnow. 

But now this ſame people, forgetful of theit 
magnanimity, are about to difhonour their vic | 
tory. Inebriated with blood and carnage, 'they 
mtoxicated themſelves in the cellars. Their 
cruelty takes a favage aſpect. All their wia 
vices are going to be diſphyed. 

The Swiſs, every where routed, are parwell in 

all directions. In vain theſe poor wretches give 
up their arms, and aſk on their knees for life. 


The drunken conqueror is deaf to their prayers. 
They 
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They are mercileſsly maſſacred, pierced. with 
pikes and bayonets. Their limbs ſcattered in 
different places, feem re- animated far new pu- 
niſhments. What do I ſay? My trembling pen 
fears to write it. Women, real furies, dared feaſt 
their eyes in ſeeing their dead bodies broiling in 
the flames of burning houſes, and looked with 
tearleſs cheeks on their ſmoaking entrails, 

Robbers alfo mingled themſelves with the con- 
querors. Tormented by hunger, after having ap- 
peaſed their burning thirſt, they penetrated into 
the kitchens. O exceſs of barbarity ! an unfor- 
tunate helper, who had not had time to make 
his eſcape, was thruſt by theſe tygers into a caul- 
dron, and in this ſituation expoſed to the burning 
fire of the ſtove. Then throwing themſelves on 
the eatables, every man ſeized What came to his 
hands. One carries off a ſpit with fowls, another 
a turbot, a third, a carp from the W PR to 
himſelf in length. : 

Loaded with theſe ſpoils, the ae im- 
prudently re- appear in the court, and march off 
with the Marſellais and the volunteers, each of 
whom carried as trophies the arms of the con- 
quered Swiſs, ane the bloody ſhreds of thew Wh 
forms. | 


The battle ey the chateau becomes com- 
pletely the prey of all the robbers who had flock- 
ed from the different departments. While the 
patriots, the men of true courage, who came to 

overturn 
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overturn the throne, and eſtabliſh the foundations 
| of liberty on its ruins, were returning to their y 
homes, ſinging the ſongs of victory, and attend- 
ing religiouſly the bodies of their companions. . 
in arms, dead on the field of honour, monſters in 
human ſhape aſſembled in hundreds under the 
veſtibule of the ſouthern ſtair-caſe, and dance 
amidſt floods of blood and wine. An executioner 
played on the fiddle by the fide of the corpſes ; 
and robbers, with their pockets full of gold, hung 
up other robbers by the baniſters. 

Thouſands of individuals, men as well as wo- 
men, more menacing,, more hideous one than 
the other, in their bloody rags, filled the apart- 
ments. The glaſſes ſhivered under the ſtrokes of 
the bayonets, by which they were demoliſhed. 
They enter the bed-chamber of the Queen. 
Shameleſs intoxication makes it the theatre of 
the moſt infamous obſcenities. The boudoir of 
the modern Meſſalina becomes likewiſe the ren- 
dezvous of the vileſt proſtitutes, Here lay wretches 
inebriated in the boſom of their miſtreſſes; there 
thieves, aſleep amidſt their heaped-up pillage. 

The burning of the palace of Priam did not 
preſent ſo hideous a ſpectacle. The ſtair-caſes 
reſounded under the precipitated ſteps of pick- 
pockets and ſharpers, running up and down, 
croſſing, joſtling each other, running along the 
corridors, and gliding into every chamber. They 
had already broken open the treaſures of the 

Kin 85 
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King, of the Queen, of Madame Elizabeth, and 
the ladies of the court. Aſſignats, gold, filver, 
watches, jewels, diamonds, trinkets, all theſe oÞ- 
jects of value formed part of the ſpoils. ; 

Day-workmen paraded impudently the — 
with watches and chains of brilliants. Others, 
thieves by profeſſion, ſtripped: off the lace from 
the clothes of the attendants at the chateau, 
took poſſeſſion of the wardrobe, pillaged the ſilks, 
the linen, the plate, the liqueurs, the bougies, 
the books from the library, In a word, every 
moveable which they could clandeſtinely carry 
off: they broke china vaſes of the greateſt value, 
in order to get the handles. 

While they were perpetrating theſe acts of vio- 
lence, the heroes in chief ſent oſtentatiouſly by 
their helpers the great ſilver candleſticks of the 
chapel, with plates of ſilver, and a purſe of an 
hundred louis, in order that no ſuſpicion might 
be entertained that any robberies had gone for- 
wards. | 

On the whole, this day preſented the finiſhed 
picture of the deſtruction of the throne of the laſt 
King of the French; and if we may compare 
ſmall things with great, a young chimney-ſ;veeper, 
who ſtood on the top of the organ of the church, 
blowing in a pipe the dies iræ, might have been 
called the angel trumpet of the judgment. 4 

After a tempeſt, we go to look at the devaſtation 
it has made. When reflection takes place of the 
firſt 
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firſt impreſſions of terror, ROS LANE ſigh over 
RIO eee 1653: 00400 

- Figure to yourſelves the WE of peaceable 
citizens whom curioſity had led to the Tuilleries, 
to afſure themſelves if the chateau was yet ſtand- 
ing; wandering ſlowly along, ftruck with melan- 
choly ſtupor, the terrace ſirewed with wrecks of 
the battle. They did not ſhed tears, they ſeemed 


petrified, annihilated, and drew back with horror 


at each ſtep, at the fight of thofe bloody corpſes, 
mutilated; flaſhed, embowelled, and in whoſe face 
indignation ſat ſtrongly delineated. 

Others, more ſtoical, obſerved the ſwarms of 
flies greedy of blood, whom the heat had drawn 
into theſe gaping wounds, and their eyes ſtarting 
from their orbs. 

Meanwhile the populace, wearied with car- 
nage, bending under the- weight of their ſpoils, 
diſappeared with the ſun, and went to reſt, If 
the next day they had reſumed their reaſon, they / 
ought- alſo to have felt their puniſhment in the 
rendings of remorſe. 

On this day, anarchy made the firſt eſſay of 
its hideous omniporence, and preluded the maſ- 
ſacres of September. The Legiſlative Aſſembly 


might have covered itfelf with immortal glory, 


and have deſerved the title of founder of repub- 
lican liberty; but it diſplayed, on the contrary, 
at this period of ſo ſplendid a triumph, neither 
wiſdom, dignity, nor courage, It could reſtrain 

neither 
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neither aſſaſſins, robbers, nor deſtroyers; power- 
leſs to imitate that Being, who in the tempeſt, 
ſtretching out majeſtically his hand, commanded 
the waves of the ſea to be ſtayed, they ſuffered 
every abuſe of the victory to be committed by 
wretches, who, in the phrenzy of intoxication, 
imagined themſelves to be the head, the heart, 
and the arm of all France. 


CHAP. XXXIX, 


GREGOIRE., 


The National Convention replaced the Legi- 
ſlative Aſſembly the 21ſt of September 1792. 
Like the ſovereign it repreſented, its firſt ſteps 
were thoſe of a giant, and its firſt words claps of 
thunder. After having conſecrated the ſove- 
reignty of the people, by a decree declaring, that 
no conſtitution ſhould take place till it was ac- 
cepted by the people, and put the ſecurity of 
perſons and property under the ſafeguard of the 
nation, it was expedient to give the laſt blow to 
the hydra whoſe renovated head continually . 
threatened liberty. The laſt of the French kings 
no longer exiſted, but royalty was fill alive. A 
Member aroſe, and ſaid, There is one diſcuſſion 

oy * | « which 
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* which we ought not to defer an inſtant without 
being faithleſs to the nation; it is the. ſolemn 
« abolition of royalty.” The diſcuſſion of the 
queſtion was called for. What need have 
e we of diſcuſſion,” exclaimed Gregoire, © when 
* all are agreed. Kings are, in the moral economy 
* of the world, what monſters are in the natural, 
e and courts are the repoſitories of crimes, and 
e the dens of tyrants. The hiſtory of kings is the 
e matyrology of nations; when we are pene- 
te trated with thefe truths, what need have we of 
* diſcuſſion?” The queſtion! exclaimed the whole 
Aſſembly, The queſtion! All the members roſe 
as if ſpontaneouſly. A ſolemn filence enſued, 
and on the propoſition of Gregoire, the National 
Aſſembly decreed, that Roya/ty is aboliſhed in 
France. At theſe words, the ſanctuary of the laws 
reſounded with Vive la Nation! Vive la Libext6! 
Amidft theſe acclamations the republic was pro- 
claimed. The ſeal of the ſtate was henceforth 
to be a faſces crowned with the cap of liberty, 
with theſe words for the exergue, French Re- 
public. All acts were to be dated from the Fin 
Year of the French Republic. 

Scarcely had royalty been aboliſhed, when we 
ſaw a dictatorſhip erected on its ruins. Among 
the madmen who dared aſpire to this ſupreme 
rank, we muſt name, Whom ? Marat He ap- | 
peared at the tribune, and taking a piſtol from 
his pocket, as formerly our Capuchins in the pul- 
pit drew out a little bn dien fram their ſleeve, 

ex- 
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exclaimed in the ſtyle of an Italian Ponchinelle. 
« ] fear nothing under heaven |” (he, Marat! 
who had hid himſelf in a cellar to withdraw him- 
ſelf from the purſuit of La Fayette l) & I fear 
nothing under heaven! but if a decree is paſſed 
« againſt me by the Aſſembly, I will blow out 
« my brains before you.” Then putting up his 
inſtrument of death, which probably contained 
nothing but powder, he added, © But no, I will 
* remain in the midſt of you to brave your fury.” 
Some one ſaid to him, on the breaking up of the 
fitting, © Take care, Marat, that you do not 
« Joſe, from too much day-light when you act 
« your part of deputy, that ſort of ſucceſs which 
« you owe perhaps only to the darkneſs of your 
* cellar where you lay hidden on account of your 
journal. Marat! mountebanks are no longer 
* in faſhion! Throw by your cups and balls!” 
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CHAP. XL. 
BAILLY AND A FEW OTHER PORTRAITS. 


From what ſtrange mixture of vanity and phi; 
loſophy, of wit and good - nature, of fim plicity 
and knowledge, was the firſt aſtronomer of his 
age, and one of its moſt upright citizens, drawn 
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into this whirlpool of a reyolution which covered 
him with glory, and ſent him to the ſcaffold? 
His reputation, ſtill more than his talents, had 


ſucceſſively placed him in the electoral body, in 
the States General, in the preſident's chair, and 
at the head of the firſt commune of France; if 


King Bailly, as the court called him, in imitation 
of Louis the XVIth, had diſcovered ſo much 
energy in the ſitting at the Tennis Court, hoy 
came he ſo flexible as to be cited for the delicate 
turn of his compliments? What fort of weak 
neſs led him to ſuffer a few miſerable intriguen 
to form around him a kind of court? Could 
this moſt humane of mankind have foreſeen 
that his mildneſs would accuſtom the people 
whom he. flattered, to complain of his effemi- 
nacy, to aſk even himſelf ſome day for his own 
head, when the pomp of mayor ſhould have left 
the honeſt man at the diſcretion of his vile cour- 
tiers, when from his weakneſs he ſhould have ſuf- 


fered every thing to be diſorganized by the fac. 


tious ? Thus the probity and good-nature of too 
{cientific a man, too philoſophical, and too feel. 
ing, perhaps, to occupy the firſt places amidſt the 
ſtorms of a revolution, were the firſt cauſes of ſo 
many atrocious crimes, the leaft noticed of which 
has been his own ruin. 
What a ſcene of agony was his death! and 


what courage, what greatneſs of foul in his laſt 


moments ! ! Was he an ordinary man, who, when 


droger 
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dragged from the tribunal to'the Champ de Mars, 
his body covered with mud, and his face burnt 
with. the ſhreds of the fatal red flag, looked with 
calmneſs on the change which was made before 
his eyes of the horrible theatre of his puniſhment, 
merely becauſe it pleaſed the mob to prolong 
it? Was he a pufillanimous man, who, with that 
calm which belongs only to dying virtue, anſwer · 
ed mildly to one of thoſe monſters in human 
form, who ſaid to him ironically, «you tremble, 
« Bailly,” = Is it with cold He died on that 
ſpot where formerly a decree had enjoined him 
to publiſh the martial law, by which the repre- 
ſentatives of the nation had ordered him to re- 
preſs, ſedition, and expired, covered with the exe - 
crations of the populace, after _— been its 
moſt reſpected idol. 
 CamiiLEDeESMOULINS interne we think 
of a man who entitled himfelf Attorney-General 
of the Lanthern, when all the lantherns were gal- 
lowſes, who permitted himſelf to make a jeſt of 
thoſe who were hung by the populace, who 
made his ſanguinary declamations in a ftrain of 
pleaſantry, and ſported wittily amidſt the atro- 
cities of Danton and Robeſpierre! He was go+ 
ing continually from one to the other, and pre- 
tended to ſerve them both ; whilſt good men re- 
pulſed and deteſted them alike. ; 
The Jacobins of that time made a legiſlator 
of this Attorney-General of the Lanthern, he 


Was 
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was cowardly, and low, but not yet cool-blood- 
edly cruel enough to pleaſe Robeſpierre. He ſent 
him to the ſcaffold, becauſe he had only attempt- 
ed-with his pen to interrupt his reign of terror; 
and Danton, who had facrificed Briffot - to Robe- 
ſpierre, was the dupe of this impolitic blunder: 
No' one had any faith in Dantonian clemency, 
the Septembriſer was entrapped and cruſhed: like 
a fool. He muſt have carried to the ſcaffold 
the concentrated rage of his defeat, which was 
foretold him by feveral perſons. Manes of Sep- 
tember! you ſtill call for more of your aſſaſſins. 
Wait, wait, all of them will be puniſhed; It was 
Paris who elected all thefe monſters of folly and 
cruelty, who murdered the Revolution by making 

it abhorred, and who did not know, at leaſt for 

their own ſafety, how to be cruel only for once. 

Pacaust.—He is a Swiſs, and was more fatal 

to France than an army of Auſtrians. He was 

in the ſecret of all the enemies of the country, 
Attacked by the Gironde, and defended by the 
Mountain, he placed himſelf at the head of a 
monſtrous aſſociation which had been formed of 
the principal authors of the maſſacres of Septem- 
ber. Theſe men, without any kind of fortune, 
lived nevertheleſs in a ſort of. luxury which was 
not the leſs diſguſting than prodigal. Who paid 
theſe ruffians? Pache. And where did they 
carry on their deliberations? In the hall of the 
Jacobins, during the abſence of the latter. They 
| | were 
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the Jeſuits, emiſſaries, ſpies. From this horde 
iſſued the greater part of the cut-throats who 
cauſed ſo many diſorders in Paris and its envi- 
rons. It produced alſo ſome writers: but what 
ſort of writers? We ſaw the ſtreets of Paris co- 
vered with addreſſes and petitions exceeding each 
other in atrocity. - Senſible men treated theſe 
placards with contempt, but the populace read 


them, and imagined they had obtained abſolution 


for all the blood they had ſhed. Theſe ſubaltern 
ruffians had the impudence to petition for the re- 


peal of a decree which enjoined the proſcription 


of the Septembriſers. Several deputies boldly 


oppoſed it. The ſtruggle laſted upwards of two 


hours. On that day the Mountain ſeemed as if it 
would have rolled itſelf entire on thoſe generous 
deputies, who were defeated. The National 
Convention decreed, that the execution of its firſt 


decree againſt the Septembriſers ſhould be ſuſ- 


pended. From that day, the gate was opened 
to impunity, and all the protectors of aſſaſſins 
walked out with heads erect. 

Joszea LEzon.—A ſtrippling prieſt ebenen 
his catechiſm was the image of this young Ver- 
res, who aſpired to the dignity of being named 
the Little Robeſpierre. This laſt, thinking him 


worthy of confidence, entruſted him with the 


care of deſolating the city of Arras, where they 


were both born. He was proconſul at an age 


in 


298 
were to the Jacobins what the Capuchins were to 


men who had been witneſſes of his late abject 
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in which a man is but a bad preceptor. Of all 
the commiſſaries of the Convention, be was the 
moſt ferocious and moſt anthropophagical wild 
beaſt ; and this was in the courſe of things, for 
he was a prieſt, and was perſecuting his town{ 


ſituation, He had formed an etat major of 
aſſaſſins, with red caps and whiſkers. ' Every 
day after his dinner he aſſiſted at the puniſhment 
of his victims, and ſometimes ſuſpended the mor- 
tal blow in order to read to them the newſpaper, 
I had never ſeen him at the Convention, becauſe 
he had only taken his ſeat as ſupplementary 
three months after the 31ſt of May. 1 do not 
know why this monſter was ſent into the priſon 
where the ſeventy-three deputies were confined ; 
on ſeeing him enter, I ſaid to him only theſe 
words: What, ſo young and ſo cruel!” He 
was the ſeed of Robeſpierre, whoſe greateſt guilt 
was having infuſed his doctrine into this novice - 
foul, and familiariſed him with new crimes. | 
CARRIER —lt was in thinking of the frater- 
nity of Lycurgus, that he aſſociated in death 
individuals of different parties, and ordained 
theſe republican marriages, a term of ſanguinary 
deriſion. It will ſcarcely be believed, but he de- 
clared to whoever would liften to him, We 
* will make a cemetery of France, rather than 
* not regenerate it after our faſhion, and fail 
*in the end we have propoſed.” He was faith- 
ful 
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ful to his word. He wiſhed Frante to be fe- 
duced to the fourth of. its population, the ſove- 
reignty of the remainder, | and the diviſion of 
lands. He was in the ſecret of that horrible 
war of Vendee. This ſecret was to accom- 
pliſh the treaty made with the coalition, and to 
deliver up the wrecks of an exhauſted kingdom. 
Such crimes are not conceivable ; but thoſe who 
could have ſtopt the war in Vendee, and 
who did not do it, thoſe who harraſſed and per- 
ſecuted the experienced generals who laboured 
in good earneſt to deſtroy it, thoſe who ſent an 
executioner to men who were to be regained by 
mildneſs, were the only depoſitaries of that terrible 
ſecret. The Loire is ſtill ſwelled with the tears 
and blood which Carrier made to flow. I ſhall only 
add of this monſter, that in aſcending the ſcaffold 
on the Place de Greve, he liſtened to the ſounds of 
a clarionet, which was piping for his death, and 
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witneſſed the Pariſian joy as his head fell. As 1 
this wretch was rather a monſter than a man, "yt 1 
the Pariſians will not be cenſured for this mani- Fit 
feſtation of joy. ö | if 
RozexT Linpett.—Amongſt the atrocities [i 
which the 10th March 1793 brings to our recol- | EY 
lection, that ſuggeſted by a Deputy, called Robert 3 K 
Lindet, is beyond every thing which tyrants can | 1 
have imagined moſt cunningly barbarous; this is | . 
what he propoſed: 4 9 
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The Extraordinary Tribunal ſball be com- 
e poſed bf nine members, they ſhall be ſubjected 
* to no form as to the trial, they ſhall get in- 


formation in every manner poſſible. The Tri- 


« bunal ſhall divide itſelf into two ſections, and 
there ſhall be always in the hall deſtined 
«for this Tribunal a member commiſſioned to 
receive denunciations. . 

The Tribunal ſhall judge-thoſe what men the 
<« ſent before it by a decree of the Convention. 
* The Tribunal may purſue directly ſuch, who; 
through inciviſm, may have abandoned or ne- 
* glected the exerciſe of their functions; thoſe 
* who by their conduct, or the manifeſtation of 
« their opinions, ſhall have attempted to lead 
« aſtray the people; ſuch whoſe conduct or 
„ writings, ſuch, in ſhort, who from the places 
« which they occupied under the old govern- 
* ment, bring to mind the prerogatives uſurped 
* by deſpots. is | 7 

Who would believe that the party eh had 
declared itſelf republican, par excellence, the ex- 
cluſive protector of the moſt extended, the moſt 
unbounded liberty, applauded with enthuſiaſm 
this infernal conception, and moved that it ſhould 
immediately paſs into a law. Philipeaux, who 
was crowned at his death with ſo many cypreſſes 
and laurels, declared himſelf its defender ; Ver- 
ginaud attacked it with indignation, and repelled 

it 
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it with horror; Cambon oppoſed it ; even Barrere 
treated it as a monſtruoſity which the mb ſhame- 


leſs' deſpots wauld not have imagined in the 


darkeſt fits of their rage. After a great deal 421 
diſcuſſion, Lindet's project was 

Dyroxr DyrzRTREB.—Intelligent, -athiable, 
and obliging ; poſſeſſing only the milder paſſions, 
a modeſt tone, and affable demeanour with every 
one. His profeſſion was that of the bar; and 
when the Revolution, in calling him to the func- 
tions of the Vice Mayoralty, to the organization 
of the commune of Paris, gave him an oppor- 
tunity of difplaying his talents, he was the firſt 
miniſter whom the king choſe from among the 
claſs of the people. The opinion of the public, 
which had hitherto proſcribed every other choice, 
applauded this ; and during the very long courſe 
of his miniſtry, compared to that which took 
place before or after him, he was reproached 
neither for pride, nor abuſe of authority. His 
functions, however, had been as perplexing as 
they were ſplendid; for the flight of the king to 


Varennes had made him the firſt perſon in the 
ſtate; but his modeſty was habitual ; his ele- 
vation did not dazzle him, and he was fond of 


repairing” ſometimes to the ſimple apartment 


which he occupied before he took poſſeſſion of 


the hotel of the keeper of the ſeals. It was a 


ſort of aſylum which he ſeemed afraid of not 
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finding again when the day of = grate 

ſhould be paſt, | 
The events of the 10th of Auguſt, in which 
be had taken no part, enveloped him, as it did 
ſo many others, in the decree of accuſation which 
ſent him to the priſons of Orleans, to be judged 
by the High National Court. Having almoſt 
miraculouſly eſcaped the maſſacre of the priſoners 
of this city, whom the aſſaſſins of September 
went to murder during their tranſlation, Duport, 
thirteen months after, fell under the ſentence of 
Robeſpierre's tribunal. The unfortunate, illuſ- 
trious, and ill-fated Barnave was comprehended 
with him in the ſame indictment. There was 
nothing common in their cauſe; they ſcarcely 
knew each other, and their principles probably 
were not more alike ; but one victim at a time 
was not ſufficient for thoſe murderers, they cou- 
pled them by accident, in order to accuſtom the 
people to ſee their victims - accumulated by hun- 
dreds, though they became acquainted with each 
other only by the means of the ſentence which 
had convicted them of being-accomipligeg. It 
was in vain for Duport to pre his inriebence ; 
to produce evidences writteti by Marat himſelf, 
which rendered teſtimony of his patriotiſm, and 
his reſpect for the liberty of the preſs ; his judges 
were ſo greedy of blood, that one ot the jury, 
forgetting that the queſtions were individual, 
3 | pronounced 
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pronounced ina rage the formule ; * On my * 
« nour and conſcience the priſoners are convicted. 
The declaration of the jury was unanimous, 
and when Duport heard his ſentence, he faid, 
e Revolutions aſſaſſinate men, it is poſtetity that 
« judges them.“ - 
PeTHION.—He had an open countenance, a 
fine form, an affable look, a mild fort of elo- 
quence, talent and addreſs; but his manners 
were affected, and he had ſomething in his fea- 
tures which ſeemed to excite miſtruſt. From 
the firſt days of the conſtitution he figured in the 
Aſſembly, becauſe he ſpoke well, and was mem- 
ber of the Tiers. The inſeparable friend of 
Robeſpierre, their principles were then ſo ac- 
cordant, and their intimacy ſo noted, that they 
were called two fingers of the ſame hand, and they 
continued to be called ſo till the end of 1792. 
It is true, that at this epocha they already de- 
teſted each other cordially. Robeſpierre was no 
longer any thing, he did not even wiſh to be any 
thing, becauſe he reſerved himſelf for anarchy ; 
for he was not made to ſhare in a career purely 
conſtitutional. Pethion, on the contrary, had 
quitted England, where he had gone with Ma- 
dame de Sillery, , tgFfucceed Bailly in the func- 
tions of Mayor of , and he acquired in this 
place ſo much popularity, eſpecially after his 
deſtitution on the events of the 20th June, that 
Robeſpierre could no longer extend to him his 
forgiveneſs 
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forgiveneſs: for the idolatry * which he was 
worſhipped. He regarded him no longer but 
with envy; he was in his eyes only a rival, while 
he heard the people cry, Vive Perlion! Pethion, 
ou la Mort an exclamation which was read on 
every hat, and inſcribed on every wall. 

Pethion nevertheleſs was too much reſpefted 
to be openly attacked; and he acted a conſidet 
able part on the 10th of Auguſt. He had ſeveral 
times viſited all the poſts of the Chateau during 
the night which - preceded that celebrated day; 
and his cares were not loſt, ſince he enſured its 
ſucceſs. The life of Pethion was at that time fo 
precious, that a decree enjoined him. to expoſe 
it no longer ; and for a long time we read on the 
gates of the Chateau this inſcription, ©- The 
Mayor of Paris would have been aſſaſſinated, 
* if a decree of the Legiſlative Body had not 
cc ſaved his life.“ 

He was Mayor of Paris during the butcheries 
of September, but the conſpirators had conſigned 
him to the mayoralty houſe, ſo that he was pure 
with reſpect to their maſſacres. When Manuel 
made his propoſitions at the Convention to give 
the Preſident a guard of honour, and an apart- 
ment at the Tuilleries, Pethion had been named 
preſident. On the formation of the Afembly 
ſome people ſaid that he had the throne in view, 
and many others wiſhed him to aſcend. it; but 
all at once he became the object of hatred; he 

was 
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was outlawed in-- conſequence of the 31ſt May, 
and no one knows what became of him. He 
periſhed, without doubt, in a miſerable manner, 


fince he never re- appeared on the recall of thoſe *. 


who were proſcribed, $M --:- 
Laczoix.—From a ſimple country- attorney 
he became a colonel, and field - officer, in two or 
three months; poſſeſſed of immenſe property, 
and accomplice of Danton, he made a pretence 
of denouncing and accuſing Dumourier, with 
whom he was in league; and protected thoſe 
tribunes who were under the orders of the maſ- 
ſacreer in chief, the Bacchantes, the cut-throats, 
as well as all the extravagant motion-makers in 
the ſections ; whilſt his friend Fabre d'Eglantine, 
a poor poet before the 2d of September, who 
was acquainted with nothing but aſſignations for 
debt, inſtead of aſſignats, was now enabled to 
ſport an hotel, a carriage, ſervants, and miſ- 
treſſes. | 43s {| 
He was one of the great oppreflors of the 
Convention, which was pure as to the very great 
majority, He impeded its motions, and ranged 
himſelf on the ſide of thoſe who vociferated, 
bawled, and talked continually of ſans-culotterie, 
paying court to a guilty municipality in a ſtate 
of open revolt. In ſhort, he was one of the moſt 
indefatigable promoters of anarchy, and always 
ready to ſhield the aſſaſſins under his Stentorian 
lungs. Even admitting that the adverſaries of 
8 theſe 
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theſe anarchiſts had been guilty of ſome errors, 
there is not a fingle man of that party who has 
enriched himſelf ſince the Revolution. They 
ſhunned every committee, in he hands ag 
was placed. 5 K 

Lacroix had been bene with the oral of | 
St. Lewis, the 4th of Auguſt 1792, and that cir - 
cumſtance could not open the eyes of the ſtupid 
Pariſians. It was impoſſible from that time to 
repreſs the vociferations of the tribunes, the me- 
naces of the cut-throats, the crimes of the Ja- 
cobins, and the uſurpations of the Municipality. 

A military man ventured to ſay in my hearing, 
« Do you wiſh to know how to ſave the coun- 
« try? I will tell you. I have well ſtudied the 
* Convention; it is compoſed in part of ſcoun- 
* drels whom we muſt put out of the way, and 
* to effect this, we muſt fire the alarm-guns _ 
“ ſhut the barriers.” | 

Bentabole, who was prefident, pretended not 
to underſtand this provocation to murder, and 
complimented the aſſaſſin on his ſpeech. He 
was exclaimed againſt for his forbearance, and 
called a Modere, and a Feuillaut. 

It is becauſe the departments could not ſee the 
obſtinate ſtruggles of the true republicans againſt 
this ſociety of Jacobins, entirely forſaken by every 
true patriot, by every well-informed man, by 
every deputy who had any claim to eſteem, or 
any modeſty, that they have formed ſuch falſe 

| judgments 
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judgments reſpecting the Convention, and called 
it feeble. 'On the contrary it was ſtrong, coura- 
geous, and intrepid till the 3 1ſt of May. The 
ſeventy· three fought ſtill on the breach, palſied 
every murderous project and decree, ſtruek with 
a kind of terror the Municipality of Paris, held 
it at leaſt in reſpect, and it was only after their 
retreat, and arreſt, - that the dyke was levelled, 
and that France was inundated by crimes. The 
people of Paris were punifhed for not having 
known how to appreciate, or defend thoſe de- 
puties, for having been cowardly ſpectators of 
this laſt attempt, which was the ſignal of every 
violence and every cruelty. 

It is time to declare the whole truth : Robe- 
ſpierre and Marat were not the moſt guilty. 
Obſerve Collot d'Herbois at Nice, and at Or- 
leans, Tallien at Tours, Billaud-Varennes at the 
armies! The Pruſſian, Anacharſis Cloots, 
ſmoothed the road for Frederick William, and 
we, friends of the country, held exaggeration of 
words and ferocity of language in horror, becauſe 
they are always in the ratio of cowardice, but 
the Pariſians were prevented by their fears from 
ranging themſelves on our ſide; and when there 
exiſted a Condorcet, or a Briſſot, it was a Chau- 
mette, or a Marat, whoſe ſtandards they follow- 
ed! When we denounced the confederation of 
Pilnitz, we were the, accomplices of the invaſion 
of the enemy; in wort, it was we who had deli- 

yered 
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veted up Valenciennes to the Duke of Vork; 
Conde, Lequeſnay, and Landrecies to the Em- 
peror; and when the King of Pruſſia, who had 
hired boxes at the opera, ſhould enter Paris, it 
was we who were to wait d his ue at 
the repreſentation. us. 

The Pariſians believed all this and it formed 
the baſis of that accuſation, which ſent the in- 
corruptible friends of liberty and of ee glory 
to dungeons and the ſcaffold, _ 

The enemy who threatened Paris with ruin, 
was delighted with this fatal error; they well 
knew who were the traitors. The Parifians ever 
blind, have not yet learnt how to diſtinguiſh them 
from thoſe men who were honeſt and coura- 
geous, whilſt all Europe ee makes the dif- 
tinction. | 

DvumMovuRrIER,—There is eat reaſon to be- 
lieve he did not become a traitor, till he had met 
with a conſiderable defeat, and till the inſults of 
Marat had determined him to ſeparate himſelf 
from a Convention which FO ſuch a man in ws 
body. 
The return of the Commiſſioners of the Bel 
gie army, had ſpread the greateſt and moſt 
general alarm. Nothing leſs was talked of but 
raiſing the whole nation in maſs. We were 
afraid of ſeeing a renewal of the maſſacres of 
the 2d of September, for there were louder and 
more vociferations 82 the rich and the mo- 

deres, 
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= 


trians. 

All the theatres were ſhut, ad WAP + was 
taken of the firſt moment of terror, to lay the 
foundations of the Revolutionary Tribunal. The 
organization of this famous tribunal-made-its aps 
pearance with the return of Lacroix and Danton, 
Briſſot combated this propoſition, as tending to 
the moſt monſtrous deſpotiſm, but he was not 
liſtened to, Thus the defeat of Dumourier be- 


came the triumph of the Mountain party, who 
knew always how to take advantage of every 
The addreſs of this party particularly 
conſiſted in appearing leſs audacious when ſur- 
rounded with danger; and their adverſaries, na- 
turally humane and averſe to violence, were 
fated to pay dear for their indulgence, and ſe- 


event. 


curity. 


Dumourier loſt his ſenſes when he arreſted the 
It was a 
crime ſo miſerably uſeleſs, that we can only attri- 
bute it to that ſort of madneſs which is excited 
by fury; Paris beſides cared little about this ar- 
reſt, Many, however, believed that Dumourier 
was a traitor both before and after he had given | 


four repreſentatives of the people. 


himſelf up to the coalition. " 


ABE MAURT.—I knew him well; a mere | 
ſprig of divinity ; he, however, entertained an idea 


of raiſing himſelf to the firſt rank of the eccleſiaſ- | 
tical hierarchy, and talked. to me of his future 


elevation 
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elevation when he had not enough to purchaſe 


himſelf a dinner. He told me, „I ſhall-enter 
the French academy long before you ;” and at 
that time, he had not written even a bad ſermon. 
His firſt productions were ſpecimens of what is 
moſt wretched and obſcure in any language. 
But he was born with the ſpirit of an acade- 
mician, a talent for preaching, and the impudence 
of an antichamber, He had great confidence in 
his oratory, becauſe he had exerciſed it with ſuc- 


ceſs on ſeveral men of common underſtanding ; 


and aſſumed ſometimes the ſupple, ſometimes the 
lofty, and ſometimes the unctious tone of a 
prieſt ; he was always fond of acting the prieſt. 

He has done the greateſt ſervices to the Revo- 
lution ; for it was he who rendered the clergy 
obſtinate and reſtive, and who, by exhorting 
them not to bend, cauſed them to break. It is 
he alſo who put into the head of all the nobles 
that ſyſtem of emigration, the moſt extravagant, 
moſt impolitic, and moſt cowardly which they 
could have choſen. This charming ſyſtem after- 
wards took poſſeſſion of the head of the mo- 
narch; and it was in conſequence of Abbe 
Maury's documents that he came to trick like a 
ſchoolboy, who wiſhed: to cheat his uſher. He 
diſguiſed himſelf as a valet de chambre, and 


| when he was in the carriage with all his family, 


they all laughed at the ſurpriſe, the aſtoniſh- 
s | ment, 
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ment, be ſuppoſed grief of the Pariſians, when 
they came to be informed; that-inſtead of aſſiſting 
at the proceſſion” of the holy ſacrament, as they 
expected, the bird was flownz ron beg in . 
of the boots of General Bender. 
Tarquin driven from Rome was in a Sith 
leſs humiliating, but the new Tarquin muſt dine on 
the road; he was famiſhed on. cutlets, and ate 
like a carman. In vain did the queen beſeech 
him to adjourn his appetite ; he arrived too late 
for the rendezvous of Bouille, and his regiment. 
Six men ſtopt the carriage, and he was the firſt to 
cry out, Stop!” He went into the ſhop of M. 
Sauſſe, a tallow-chandler, who ſaw clear enough 
without ſnuffing. M. Sauſſe did his duty, up- 
right as a candle. Whether or not the Blondi- 
net, (this was the name given by the court to 
La Fayette), had in view the malicious ſatisfac- 
tion, the cruel pleaſure of the cat, who ſuffers 
the mouſe to eſcape only to catch it at a leap; it 
is nevertheleſs true, that the Abbe Maury had 
inſpired every governing head from that time 
with the project of eſcaping, that he is the in- 
ventor of the emigrating ſyſtem, and that it was 
adopted even by the king, who could fo eafily 
have ſeparated himſelf from a haughty and inſo- 
lent nobility, which had never ceaſed to inſult, 
and deſpiſe him. 
Of all the emigrants of much note, the Abbe 
Maury, and Choiſeul Gouffer, are the only men 
who 
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who have had underſtanding,” or good fortune. 
The firſt has become a cardinal,” and the ſecond 
has made himſelf under the name of Paul he 
Firſt, Emperor of all the Ruſſias. 53 

There is one, however, who is wiſer and bag 
pier than either, having bean a woman's. —_ 
maker at Hamburgh. | 

\Lz6ctxDRE (of Paris), At the time of. Lewis 
the XVIth's trial, he took it into his head to 
ſay, What a fight of forms and ceremonies ; 
put him to death, let him be cut into eighty- 
« three morſels, and ſend one to each of the 
* eighty-three departments.“ He imagined: he 
had reached the climax of Mountain eloquence, 
and his motion was received with Joud burſts of 
laughter. I was by his fide when he uttered 
theſe words; and I ſaid to myſelf, the obſer- 
vation. of this man will be received with horror, 
and the folly of a ſingle individual, whoſe mouth 
we cannot ſtop, will be attributed to all the 
members of the Convention, By what kind: of 
fatality do I find myſelf ſeated by the ſide of a 
Legendre, and of a Lawrence Leciontre ! They 
prate about liberty, and _ know not how to 
read 

Legendre was brutal, not becauſe he was a 
butcher, but becauſe he imagined that brutality 
entered into the compoſition of a republican, and 
that he was no republican, who did not roar like 


a bull, and make geſtures as if he was going to 
| fell 
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fell an ox. He could not fpeak or geſticulate 
otherwiſe; and the violence of Legendre was 
ſuch, that he wanted ſeveral times to ſtrike 
Lanjuinais, and — him mem _ _ 
tribune. - 

After the return of: the PA we * 
mapded in a particular aſſembly,” the recall” of 
the twenty-two who were - outlawed. I made 
the motion; Legendre oppoſed it, and faid, “ I 
« would: ſooner die at this tribune.” Very 
« well,” I replied, © die then !'—He was ſilent, 
as well as his infernal ſet, and the twenty-two 
were recalled, that is to ſay, thoſe who were ſtil 
living; and all theſe virtuous men have by de- 
grees eruſhed the monſter of anarchy. It was 
Legendre who denounced Condoreet, accuſing 
him of having ſought to raiſe the IE of 
the Aifne. 

CamBon.—The law propoſed by ave, 
which ſhould oblige every deputy to give an ac- 
count of his fortune ſince the Legiſlative and 
Conſtituent Aſſemblies, and to juſtify the cauſes 
of its augmentation, have always been moſt 
ſtrongly oppoſed by the Mountain party; Cambon 
found it bad, he who affected at the tribune to 
flatter the multitude. Whoever touched this ſtring 
was an ally of the foreign courts. We could, 
never put any law in execution that would force 
them to empty their pockets, though we never re- 
fuſed ourſelves to giye an account of our fortune. 


Cambon 
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 Cambon exerciſed a ſort of dictature on the fi. 

nances, and began firſt to ſport with the emiſſion 
of aſſignats. He was deſirous of proſeribing ſtock: 
jobbing; and why did not Cambon -ſhut: up the 
exchange ſooner, as Claviere has never ceaſed to 
demand ſince 1791? This was going ſtraight to 
the root of the evil. It was Cambon who pak 
ſied, and perſecuted the genius and talents of 
Claviere, becauſe he was acquainted with his 
ſuperiority over thoſe miſerable plagiariſts who 
ſtrove to bewilder him with their narrow con; 
ceptions, by ſuggeſting to him ruinous or illuſory 
expedients. The diſaſter of our finances was 
entirely the work of the Mountain party; and if 
any amongſt them affected to denounce ſubaltern 
dilapidators at the tribune, it was only to reſerye 
to himſelf the right of favouring the dilapidatot 
in chief. Why did Cambon remain ſo long 
himſelf at the head of the finances? . becauſe he 
was the. accomplice of thoſe anarchiſts who were 
alſo knaves, and with whom he afterwards form- 
ed a coalition. 

MaxArT.— This Vary born in the country of 
Neufchatel, in Switzerland, at firſt a beggar, then 
a quack, Who united meanneſs of figure and of 
ſtyle to that of character and of underſtanding, 
and whoſe inſolence at the tribune was even ludt 
crous, will nevertheleſs claim more than one page 
in hiſtory from his inconceivable deification, and 


his death, which ſent a young heroine to the 
" tomb. 
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tomb. . Hiſtory will cite this vile demagogue, 

who has. diſhonoured the Pantheon, and all 9 

who lodged him there, and excited a blind. mul- 

titude to pillage, and to crime; yet this wretch 

would not have dared. to have become a preacher. . 

of atheiſm ; there was, therefore, ſomething more 

abominable ;j in the world than Marat, which was 

the ſpirit of Chaumette and of Hebert, that 1s; 

the Facobin-Cordelier Spirit, The hypocrite Robes, | 

ſpierre was conſcious that he ſhould have the ge- 

neral conſent of mankind in his favour in over- 

turning theſe wretches ; ; but in re- acknowledging 

the Supreme Being, the phyſiognomy of impiety 

was not leſs viſible. Why? Becauſe on that day 

he, in reality, put himſelf in the place of the Deity 

whoſe exiſtence he commanded, u us to acknow- 

ledge. 1565 
pms —Foulon, who was. kata; in the Place 

de Greve, decapitated, and then dragged through 

the ſtreets, had lived in ſuch a manner, that 

one could ſcarcely pity his fate. I do-not know 

whether he had any preſentiment of his deſtiny, 

but he had not only cauſed a report of his death 

to be ſpread, he even ordered the ceremony of 

his own interment at his eſtate of Houvein. The 

corpſe. of a ſervant which paſſed for his own was 

carried thither, and buried with all the honours \ 

due to a ſeigneur. | He left ſeveral millions, and 

an execrated memory. A porte-feuille of M. 

Berthier Sauvigny was found, and contained his 
VOL. 1, M con- 
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condemmation. He had gone into his generality 

to put out of the way certain letters feſpecting 
| the wheat tranſaction, ſo fatal and fo badly ex- 
plained. It was his own peafants who arreſted 
bim, and who, joined by the ſoldiery, formed that 
terrible eſcort which ted him to the Hotel de 
vine. La Fayette threw himſelf on his knees 
to obtain time to give him a trial, but in vain; 
the rage was fuch, that they ſcatcely took time” to 
hang him. | 
IA Hare, Bounet-Rouge. —The Amel m R- 

berty, which was venerated at the beginnitig of 
the Revolution, has been profaned fince TI have 
ſeen it on the head of Dumourier. 

In one of the aſſemblies of the republican Ly- 
ceum, La Harpe, haranguing with warmth, ſaid, 
« It is aſſerted that the bonnet-rouge conſolidates 
af r- heads; I declare that it er 
mine,“ and he took it off. 1 

The next day appeared the following adverritt | 
ment. © To be ſold, a bonnet-rouge, lined” with 
* three-coloured taffeta, with a rich filk tuft. 
* Speak to the porter at Panekoukes, and aſk for 
< the Little Lucan. You will find him day and 
night at his office. He will take in exchange 
« a wig with three tails in the academical ſtyle. 
« Beſides, if the purchafer of the bonnet-rouge 
* would ſubſcribe for the Harpiana, or colleQtion of 
* bon-mots, by the author of Guſtavus, he ſhould 


* have the bookſeller's allowance. This work 
: * 
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« is printed, and would already have appeared, 


« bat the eulogium which the author is to make 
in a few journals of which hs er is 
not yet inſefted.” nom, e 

Tas ADE DR eee was a 
curious man, chaplain of the Pariſian National 
Guard: he characterized the vow of eccleſiaſtical 
chaſtity as an inſane, ſacrilegious, anti-ſocial vow, 
Ko. But, exclaimed he eloquently, < what 


* power can/abſolve us from this vow? Rome. 


« At that holy court nothing is finiſhed. Bu- 
« ſineſs goes on ſo ſlowly— % fbwly!--and our 
* marriage is a thing ſo preſſing·ſo preſſing ! and 
I, one of the chaplains of the Parifian army, am 
tc ſo prefſed-—ſo preſſed to give it a good ſoldier! 
Sorbonne, take thy cap, and pronounce 
© cenſure, if thou wilt, excommunicate, anathe- 
“ matize, I do not fear thy thunder. Veil duo, vel 
nemo, this is the only thefts which IT preſent to 
* thee. It is ſound—it is ſublime. If thou dareſt 
« tear it, the king of nature will condemm thee, 
* and approve me. With his approbation I will 
e paſs'by thine. - How can religion, the religion 
of him who curſed the barren fig-tree, make a 
« crime, a pleaſure, which angels bleſs around 
* the nuptial bed, covering their faces with their 
« wings, for fear, without doubt, of envying 
earth that happineſs which is not found in hea- 
4 ven. Is ät then fo eaſy a thing to daſh out 
one's heart againſt the ſteps of the ſanEtuary ? 
M 2 © The 
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The Bernards, the Benedicts, the Dominicks, 
tamed their bodies, but it was in frozen ponds, 
iron hoops on thorns and nettles; and their 
10 "ons without doubt, from the diſcipline,- be- 

© came hard as a negro's hide. They all declar- 

Ty 12 that it was a more difficult thing to preſerve 

their virginity than to raiſe the dead. St. Brid- 
« get aſſures us, that in her lifetime ſhe ſaw ſe- - 
« yeral- eccleſiaſtics in hell who had turned to the f 
< prejudice of the ſpecies the attra&ion given to 
„multiply it.“ Theſe words are a commentary 
on thoſe of St. Baſil. I have never known what 
a woman is, and yet I am not a virgin. The 
Prieur of the Chartreux permitted the novice Se- 
quier to ring the bell every time he felt irregular 
deſires, in order that his brethren might meet to 
pray for him. The community was wearied with 
praying, and thechild of Bruno felt that there would 
be leſs evil in becoming Chancellor of France. If 
© the clergy, ſtill haughty and hypocritical, for ever 
« jealous of the uſeleſs reputation of ſaints,” ſays 
M. Manuel, from whom I. borrow this article, 
« pretended that thoſe who held a god in their 
hands, and ſee queens at their feet, ought not to 
e deſcend as low as the wants of the vulgar, I 
« will unveil the libertine works of thoſe celeſtial 
* miſſionaries, who conſign to hell the paſſions of 
© tender and feeling hearts. I hold in my hand 
the letter of the inſſector, the proces verbal of 
e the commiſſary, the confeſſion ſigned by the delin- 

quent, 
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« quent, and the receipt of his ſuperior, to whom 


« he was carried back, without doubt, when he 
had not wherewith'to purchaſe his pardon, &c. 
* &c.” The author, whom I have juſt cited af- 
terwards gives the numerous curious and authen- 
tic liſt of all the zonfured taken in the fact by the 


police in places where ng they * not 


to be found. | 

DESsPREMENII. When the court held a par- 
liament priſoner in the ſanctuary of juſtice, and 
broke down the door of that tribunal whoſe' mo- 
deration would have ſpared it the blow by which 
it was overturned (for it was by this blow that 
the throne was really ſtruck), this counſellor at 
the Parliament of Paris ated a conſiderable part. 
It was he, perhaps, who determined the firſt 
ſhock of the Revolution. He had devoted him- 
ſelf under the deſpotiſm of the court with a cou- 
rage worthy a true Roman ; but he was noble, 
deputy of the nobility ; and, after having raiſed 
all the parliaments againſt the royal authority, he 
became its humble valet. 

This change was not rare among ſo many men 
ſeemingly- born to be republicans. Mirabeau 
was retrograding when he was ſtopt by poiſon. 
It might have been ſaid, that he remembered 


the committee of the thirty tyrants of Athens, 


which weighed more heavily on the republic than 
a. lingle Piſiſtratus. Wes 
YN The 
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. _ The converſion of Deſpremenil is attributed to 
Madame de Polignac, who, at a dinner of cere- 
mony, ſaid aloud, Put the ſceaus before M. de 
Deſpremenil.“ She ſpoke of the water-glaſles, 
but it was reported that he beheld in this pun the 
meſſage of his nomination to be Miniſter of Juſtice, 
He was a ſlight man, when he was not embroider- - 
ed by the magiſtrature ; and the tribune, which 
had deſtroyed ſo many men who had been re- 
puted eloquent, diſcovered but a barriſter inſtead 
of an orator. He met with a- few cuffs on 'the 
day called the day of poignards; and on his re- 
turn from Coblentz, having been met on the ter- 
race of Fenillants, he had nearly become the vic- 
tim of the people. Pethion came to his afliſt- 
ance: Pethion was then in all his glory. Def 
premenil, all over bloody, ſaid to the Mayor of 
Paris, whom he did not love, * And J alſo, Sir, 
< have been carried about in triumph by the heghle. 

Prirr and ConovrG.—Theſe two names have 
been repeated to ſatiety, It is not leſs true, how- 
ever, that Pitt has been the moſt determined ſub. * 
fidizer that has ever been ſeen in the annals of 
the world—he will loſe his guineas, Pitt in his 
way has acted a part as obſtinate and as ignorant 
as Robeſpierre. His hatred had only one direc- 
tion, it was neither ingenious nor inventive, it 
blinded him, and all the evil he has done us will 
fall on his own country. 


As 
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As for Saxe Cobourg, prince, and. German 
four years ago, after having been beaten ſeveral 
times by our republicans, this great maſter gf the 
art has ſpeedily, placed his talents, his reputation, 
and his glory, under ſhelter, owning, that he un- 
derſtood nothing of the tactic of our military 
ſeholars. 

Mons:zus.—Things wear out from 8 

uſe, words wear out when we uſe them no longer. 
That of Man/ieur is an inſtance, The word citizes 
has almoſt generally taken its place, but not with- 
out conſiderable difficulty, Qs; 
In a primary aſſembly, on a nominal W 
the preſident called each member, who was a lit- 
tle rich, Monſieur, and the reſt by their ſurname 
only. He called over in this manner the name 
of a young vine-drefſer. © I was: waiting you,” 
* he exclaimed, * Why do you make diſtinc- 
* tions among the citizens? Why do you not 
* call me Monfieur, as you bave juſt called my 
* neighbour? Have yqu forgotten the new po- 
* liteneſs of equality? Don't you remember that 
every one of us here is Monſſeur, or that u. 
c 1892 | 

In all the offices whatever of adniiniſtration, 
in all tribunals, the word Monſieur is proſcribed. 

LoriszRroLLES.—Hiſtory will unfold the general 
views of the decemvirate in the invention of that 
ſyſtem, and its principal combination with the 
war 


168 NEW PICTURE OF PARTS, 
war of Vendee, as well as the infernal project 
of its application to every part of the republic; 
ſuch a poiſon could have been Infuſed * by the | 
hoſtile cabinets. 
How was it poſſible te to find. 6 A 15 
| both, ſo many obſequious executioners, ſo many 
- applauders ho followed the funeral carts, who 
counted the number of the victims, calculating 
with horrible inſenſibility if the number increaſed 
or diminiſhed. The theatre of the guillotine ne- 
ver wanted a circle of ſpectators. They talked 
of fixing a ſtone trough under the ſcaffold, and 
making pipes to carry off the blood ; the archi- 
te& had already traced the plan of this conſtruc- 
tion, and now let us calumniate the arts! A- 
midſt ſo many victims, there is one name which 
can never be forgotten, becauſe it recals all the 
heroiſm of paternal affection. 
The unfortunate: Loiſerolles received at the 
Conciergerie an act of accuſation which was in- 
tended for his ſon. He ſaid not a word, but 
obeyed the intimation of the clerk, who ordered 
him to go to the office. He hies away, conceal- 
ing his joy that in ſacrificing his own life he ſhould 
preſerve that of his ſon. The miſtake was not 
diſcovered, becauſe he had done every thing to 
render it complete. He trembled leſt his ſon, who 
was ignorant of this act of devotedneſs, ſhould 
come and claim his place. This venerable old 
man, tied to the plank, exclaimed, © I have fuc- 
& ceeded.” 
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te reeded,” and he received, no doubt, without re- 
gret the ſtroke of death. But as if heaven had 
waited for this laſt and generous victim to mani- 
feſt all its wrath, avenging juſtice at length diſplay- 
ed itſelf; that very day it thundered on guilt; 
that very day the tyrants were hurled headlong, 
and all theſe decemvirs, drunk with blood, tmount- 
ed the ſcaffold the next day. 

Never was there impreſſed on any criminal a 
more terrible ſeal of reprobation than that which 
marked the agony of Robeſpierre. Half killed 
by his brother's hand or his on (for the verſion 
is ſtill doubtful), his face wrapped up with bloody 
rags, purſued by the imprecations and cries of joy 
of the people, reading on every brow the pleaſure 
of vengeance, and the fall of his hideous ſyſtem; 
aſcending the ſcaffold as I had foretold him in the 
days of his omnipotence ; inſulted by the execu- 
tioner, who tore off with indignation the dreflings 
of his wounds; if he did not at that moment be- 
lieve in the retribution of divine juſtice, he was 
only an automaton, who had iſſued from hell to 
puniſh mankind. But no—I think he muſt have 
been aſtoniſhed, and even complained that he did 
not ſee all his accomplices around him, many of 
them ſtill Iive—but let us wait, and ſee what will 
be their end. 

It has been ſaid, and PIO that Robeſpierre 
wiſhed to ſave the ſeventy-three repreſentatives of 
the people, detained for their firm and generous 

proteſt 
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proteſt againſt the 31ſt of May; this is not true; 


Robeſpierre retained us as hoſtages to keep the Cord 
Droit under, and we were to have been murdered 
the night preceding the 9th Thermidor. We 
ſaw all the apparatus of our death, arms, flambeaux, 


every thing was ready; theholes were dug, andthe 
ſignal was expected. O holy Providence whom 1 


adore! thou deignedſt to favour me on that night 
with the ſofteſt ſleep and celeſtial dreams! It en- 


tered into thy deſigns that the ſeventy · three ſnould 
not periſh | they were innocent, and they would 


have ſaved France from the terrible evils it ſuffers 
ed. No, I have never feared death. 1 had a ſe. 
cret feeling that the Author of all good and of all 
juſtice would make us triumph. In theſe times 
of oppreſſion and calamity, my pillow was always 
ſoft. Can you, Robert Lindet, ſay as much? 
And thou, ſavage Amar, I remember thy croco- 
dile tears, when thou cameſt to viſit us at the 


Madelonettes, after having aſſaſſinated the twen- 4 


ty-two. And how cameſt thou to believe in the 


duration of thy power? Thou knoweſt neither 


thyſelf nor mankirid ! Thou wert ſavage, and feel- 
eſt no remorſe! Thou mighteſt as well live as 
periſh under a guilty avenging! hand. We pardon 
thee from contempt, 


Lovyzrt.—He had a hard and brutal father, | 


with an ordi inary mind, who could neither ſee 
nor feel the merit of his ſon. From hence proba- 
bly that hatred of tyrants was excited in his mind, 


and 
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and which was extinguiſhed only with his life. 
He attacked the throne, he denounced Robeſ- 
pierre, he called for the act of accuſation of Capet's 


brothers; he became an obſtinate and indignant 


oppoſer of the nobility, that uſurping caſt, the 
continual obſtacle to every diſplay of greatneſs 
and energy in the nation. He was republican ta 
his lateſt breath, while every kind of inſult was 
laviſhed on him. There are certain moments 
when the virtuous man, eager to repel inſolence 
and injuſtice, is tempted to treat with lightneſs 
the eſteem of mankind ; but Louvet, although 
above the clamours of calumny, anſwered them. 
He was fighting continually and always ſtanding 
in the breach. 1655 

The univerſal blindneſs of the capital with re- 
ſpect to Robeſpierre, emboldened the conſpirators, 
the partizans of virtue were abandoned, but our 
republicaniſm will remain without ſpot or blemiſh. 
I ſhared in all Louvet's opinions; as a reward of 
his virtues and talents, why did he not moe to ſee 
the 18th of Frudtidor | | 


CHAP. 
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char. XXXVIL. 
% | ANECDOTES, 4 


NI. Padre aà merchant of wy within 
to continue his journey from Rome to Naples, 
went to our ambaſſador to have a paſſport. The 
ambaſſador afked him, if he had ſeen the revolt at 
Paris. What revolt?“ replied the citizen. 
What revolt! the revolt of Paris, that of July.“ 
* do not underſtand you.” The ſecretary of the 
embaſſy took up the converſation. * Monſeighenr 
* afts if you have ſeen the Revolution ® © Oh, yes) 1 
have ſeen the French Revolution.“ What 
« difference, Sir,” replied the ambaſſador, do 


«you find between a revolt and a revolution?“ 


This difference,” retorted the citizen; Slaves 
&* revolt againf their maſter: a free people who re- 
« fume their rights make a revolution. You ſee now 
* thy I could not comprehend you.” Thoſe who have 
been preſent at the fittings of the French Senate 
know how noiſy they ſametimes were. The de- 


cree which ordered the ſale of ecclefiaſtical 


eſtates, excited, as might have been ſuppoſed, 
very loud cries among the tonſures. Every mem- 


ber of the clergy aroſe, changed place every mo» 


ment, in order to increaſe the noiſe which his 
brother 
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brother in. ariſtocracy made. A lady, out of pa- 
tience with all this brawling, cried out Gen- 
« tlemen, they meant to ſhave you, but if you 


* 
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© CHAP. xXXV fl. 
XED BOOK. 

Wo is there at preſent unacquainted with 
the Red-Book? This book has gained over 2 
crowd of honeſt men to the cauſe of patriotiſm; 
It has ſtrengthened the weak, convinced the un- 
believing, enlightened the blind, inſpired the up- 
right with more courage, filled every civic: mind 
with generous: energy and ſacred indignation; 
and, in this point of view, it is the moſt eloquent 
and uſeful pamphlet that has ever appeared. Eter- 


nal thanks to the courageous members of the 
Committee of Penſions, who, after numerous ef- 
forts, tore it at length from the hands of mini- 


ſters, whoſe crimes it laid open to the day. 

The 1 of December 1789, M. le Camus de- 
nounced to the National Aſſembly the exiſtence 
of the Red-Book. It yas a thick, elegant regiſter, 
bound in Turky leather, with gilt edges, and 

which 
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which contained 2 lig of eaten of which 
ſome were as follows ;: tiv oi 
On the firſt . a — Fine Who 

had four penſions: the firſt for his ſervices as 60- 
lonel, the ſecond for his ſervices as colone], the 
third for his ſervices as colonel, the fourth for 
his ſervices as colonel. Total of the penſions of 
this German Prince, forty thouſand, nr 
livres. 

M. Claverie de Bamire, four . penſions, The 
firſt and the ſecond, becauſe he was at the ſame 
time ſecretrary interpreter. of two foreign regi- 
ments, who wanted no interpreter, and who were 
in garriſon, one in the Eaſt, and the other in the 
Weſt; the third, becauſe he was clerk in the 
War- Office; the fourth, becauſe he was elerk in 
the War- Office. Total, twenty-three thoufand 
four hundred ſixty- nine livres, of which four thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and fifty were revertible to 
his wife and children, 8c. under the fine tte af 
reſerve. 
M. de Gallois de la Tour, firſt Preſident hs 
Intendant in Provence, in honour . of whom M. 
Barentin cauſed two medals to be engraved in 
the newſpapers, twenty-two thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and twenty livres, in three penſions ;-the 
firſt, as firſt preſident and intendant ; the ſecond, 
as intendant and firſt prefident; the third, for 
the ſame confiderations as thoſe above-mentioned. I 
copy n the text. * 


Mas 
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Madame Iſam, twenty-four thouſand nine hun- 
d and eighty hes 1 av he marriage, 00 
in ronfideration of her ſervices. 

M. Claude Frangois Mota: a {nnd 
pen wall employed for half a century in giving 
leſſons of ſlavery to the nations of the earth, had 


only a penſion of twenty-one thouſand livres. It 


is but little: there are trades en one cannot 
pay too much. fl, 


Every one knows that in Brands 3 


of Grand- Maſter of the Barbers Company pro- 
cured M. d Amdouill6, firſt ſurgeon to the king, 
fixty-two thouſand livres, to be taken on the pro- 
duce of the ſtrokes of razors given every year on 
all the chins in the kingdom. Will it after this 
be believed, that M. d'Amdouille had need of 
a penſion of nine thouſand nine hundred lovers on 
the royal treaſury ? 


It has been ſaid in the National Aſſembiy, 


that there were dead perſons who regularly re- 
ceived the penſions, which they obtained during 
their lives, I like better the penſions conferred 
on individuals who never exiſted, and who. per- 
haps never will exiſt; ſuch as, four thouſand 


livres to the perſon who ſhall marry Madame de 


Baſchi, miſtreſs of Monſieur. 


With reſpe& to Mademoiſelle Hue de Miro- 


menil, penfioned in conſideration of her marriage, 


he is really alive, ſo ber e is _ thou- * 


ſand livres. 


M. Blan- 
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M. Blanchet, four thouſand ſeveri hundred and 5 


twenty · ſeven livres, in conſideration of paſt [ſer 


vices, and four thouſand ſeven hundred and twenty- 
ſeven livres in conſideration of his future ſervices. 
Total, nine thouſand four hundred and fifty- four 


livres. Madame la Marquiſe de Havacourt de 


Mailly, fourteen thouſand fix hundred and fiſty- 
one livres, in three penſions; the firſt, by: conti 


ation; the ſecond, without motive; the third, for 


ſalaries retained. M. Hamelin, twenty-one thou - 
ſand livres, in conſideration of the modicity of 
bis charge of receiver-general of the. finances: 


Of the modicity ! Readers, never forget the arti- 
cle of M. Hamelin, a time will come when we 


ſhall talk, by our fire-ſide, of the wonders of 
which we were witneſſes, as old nurſes relate the 
voyages of Sindbad the Sailor, and the ſtory of 


the Sleeping me in the Wood ioc on 
juuabit. 

This modicity of M. bann wings to 1 
| err an old officer named M. Segrave, who loſt 
an arm fifty- four years ſince. at the fiege of Fri - 

bourg, and who never was able to obtain the four 
ſols a-day which the ordnance grants to every 


mutilated officer. O M. Hamelin! how many 


four ſols a- day on your general receipt of finances, 
and you are not fatisfied, M. Hamelin! You 
really want a penſion of twenty-one; thouſand 
livres! I make a motion that the four ſols de- 


manded ws M. Segrave be given to M. Hamelin, 
that 
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that a thouſand crowns of M. Hamelin's pen- 
ſion be given to M. Segrave, and that the re- 
maining eighteen thouſand Nan be reſtored to 
the nation. 

In general, it was oblerred that the Red-Book 
was a record of penſions to a great number of wo- 
men, comme il faut; to clerks and ſecretaries, comme 
il wen faudroit pat; and to a few military men, 
comme il ex faudroit bunucoup. In the liſt of the wo» 


men, we find a lady near Avranches, who had 


twelve hundred livres penſion for having received 
a colonel ſeveral times at her table. A was as well 
aſcertained that it was at her table. A 
After having ſpoken of the Red-Bock, in 2 
of the ſittings of the National Aſſembly, M. le 
Camus denounced another book, entitled, Book 
of Salaries.” This was the younger brother of the 
Red-Book, and contains, like the eldeſt, à liſt of 
turpitudes and crimes of courtiers and miniſters. 
A member of the Cs Noir having aſked, by way 
of derifion, what the book was covered with? 
With the blood of the people, ene | wy 
are, vehemently. 10 7 Ne 
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ITnx National Aſſembiy bail aka influ: 
enced,  without/\dowbt, by principles: of huma- 
nity, conſulted ſeveral perſons in-1791, to know 
if in a caſe where the law pronounced the 
' ſentence of death againſt a criminal, it would 


be poſſible to find the means of rendering the 


- ſufferer in ſome! ſort inſenſible to pain; The 
inſtrument known under the name of the guil- 
lotine was propoſed; the academy of ſurgery 
was conſulted; many experiments were made 
on corpſes, to verify if the diviſion of the neck 

was | inſtantaneous, and it was | unanimouſly, 
agreed, that this inſtrument, by which the head 
was ſeparated from the trunk in an indiviſible 
moment, extinguiſhed life in the ſhorteſt time 
poſſible. Of the truth of this aſſertion no doubt 
was entertained. No one imagined that after the 
detruncation, there could exiſt the leaſt pain, the 
ſlighteſt degree of ſenſibility, either in the head 
or the trunk, when thoſe parts were ſeparated 
from each other. Never amongſt any people 
has it been conje&tured, that life, and conſe- 
| n ſenſibility, could Rurvive, even for a few 


moments, 
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moments, this mutilation. Nevertheleſs, the con- 
trary opinion ſeems to have gained credit for 
ſome time paſt. Some fears began to be enter- 
tained that we have been deceived in this point, | 
and that we pronounced with too much precipi- 
tation in 1791. Some perſons ſeriouſly enquire 
if it be true, that he who has Juſt been beheaded 
by the action of the machine in queſtion; ſuffers 
no longer when the head is ſeparated from the 
trunk. Others think they diſcover in the con- 
vulſive motion of the muſcles of the face imme- 
diately after the execution, the ſigns of exquiſite 
pain, and an evidence of ſenſibility not yet extin- 
guiſhed. They even go ſo far as to dwell upon 
the grief and regrets of thoſe whoſe friends or 
relations have periſhed by this puniſhment, in 
refleQting that a head, ſeparated from the body, 
has the conſciouſneſs of pain ; that life remains 
as long as there is heat: They are afraid leſt the 
idea of pain ſhould be in this head, as it is in the 
ſtump of a man who has undergone the amputa- 
tion of a limb, and who ſuffers from this A _ 
though it be no more. | 

All theſe reaſonings fall of themſelves if the 
perſon executed dies inſtantly. 'It is therefore 
only a ſimple queſtion of anatomy. Now it is 
well known, that there exiſts in man two organs 
ſo neeeſſary, fo eſſential to life, that it ceaſes as 
ſoon as the action of either is diſcontinued. One 
of theſe organs is the brain, the other the heart. 

3 It 
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4 is on this account that they are called vital 
organs; human life cannot ſubſiſt without their 
action. Thus a wound in the heart is neceſſarily 
mortal ; and a hurt in the brain, great enough to 
hinder this organ from acting, is alſo neceſſarily 
mortal. In both caſes, quickneſs of death /is 'in 
the ratio of the/quickneſs with which the heart 
or brain ceaſe. to act. This is a truth affirmed 
in every book of art, and there does not exiſt a 
ſingle treatiſe of regular phyſick, in which it is 
not very particularly aſſerted, that every hurt ca- 
pable of making the action either of the heart or 
the brain ceaſe, is neceſſarily mortal; that is to 
ſay, that life and all ſenſibility ceaſe at the mo- 
ment when the heart ceaſes its functions, and re- 
Eiprocally, that life ceaſes, and ſentiment is ex- 
tinguiſhed, the moment the brain-diſcontinues to 
act. It is thus that we ſee thoſe die inſtantly 
who are attacked with a ſtrong fit of apoplexy, 
a diſeaſe which, when carried to a high degree, 
leaves the brain without motion. In the ſame 
manner we die ſuddenly, though the brain be 
not affected, when, from any cauſe, a rupture or 
wound be made in the heart, which ſuddenly 
ſtops its motions. Now it is demonſtrated to 
whoever will in the leaſt degree reflect, that not 
only the heart, but alſo the brain, diſcontinues 
acting, as ſoon as the head of a man js ſeparated 
from the reſt of his body. In this caſe, death 

itſelf is inſtantaneous, Death would not be 
© LP 4 long, 


long, and the pain would not be prolonged, but 
in as much as the ceſſation of either of theſe 
vital functions ſhould operate ſlowly, Which is 
impoſſible, fince'at the very inſtant in which the 
detruhcation is compleat, the dreadful 

of the veſſels, Both of the head" arid" the trunk, 
puts an end both to the action of the heart and 
the brain. If any one is curious to know if the 
patient really ſuffers, and for what time, it may 
be anſwered, that his pain is in the ratio of the 
time that the kent zen n to operate 
the detruncation. | 

We may bene that if it be done in a fo. 
cond, the patient only ſuffers a ſecond ;* but we 
ſhould deceive” ourſelves ſtill in adopting this 
calculation, probable as it may ſeem, fince bodily 
pain always fuppoſes, in order to be felt diſtinMy 
by him who undergoes it, a reffection, a thought, 
a ſentiment, in a word, an intellectual function. 
Now how can this function of the mind take 
place, when the organ by which it acts exiſts no 
longer? It is clear, therefore, that the action, 
both of the heart and brain, ceaſe inſtantaneouſly, 
and there can neither be pain nor ſenſibility in a 
body deprived of life. 

One of the-moſt learned phyſicians of the laſt 
age, has anſwered before-hand every enquirer,on 
this ſubject. Wippen, in his Treatiſe on the 
Apoplexy, expreſſes himſelf thus: The puniſh- 
8 ment of decollation clearly proves what indiſ- 

« penſable 
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75 penſable need the brain, during the whole 
10 courſe of life, has of the continual. action of 
e the heart... For as ſoon as the head is ſeps; 
2 rated from the body, all ſentiment and motion 
are extintt, even i in the head; omnes ſenſus et mo- 
«6 "tus animalis, etiam in capite, moriumtur.” What may 
deceive thoſe who, have not the firſt notions, of | 
anatomy, is the palpitation of the. fleſh, the irrita: | 
bility of the. muſcles, which ſubſiſt more or leſs 
as the body i is warm; but this irritability, or this 
muſcular contraction, i in a body which has no 

yet loſt its heat, though deprived of life, cannot 
excite the ſlighteſt ſenſibility,. with, which, it 
ought veyer to be confounded. Never bas any 
one thought that when a worm, or, an eel is. cut 
into ſeyeral pieces, the: ſenſibility, of the animal 
can be excited by irritating with the point of a 
pin any one of the gieces detached from the reſt, | 
though all taken ſeparately are grritable. during a” 
certain ſpace. of time. What we ſay is ſo truly 
verified by every anatomiſt, that from the origin. 
of this ſcience to the preſent day, there is not a 
ſingle perſon who has adopted a propoſition con» 
trary to that which we ne *. 


I uam indebted for theſe 8 to Captain Lags, 
* friend and * at the National Inſtitute. | 
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„Renn in 8 we — te ery of the 
newſpapers. Simple projects of decrees are 
transformed into laws, and a whole neighbourhood 
reaſon upon, or are affrighted at, what is never 
to take place. The people, who have been 
a thouſand times deceived by theſe faithleſs 
new$-hawkers,. do not pay the leſs attention to 
the vociferator. Every mind is alert, and if 
the Legiſlative Body occaſions any ſenſations 
of terror, it is in the brazen throats of theſe in- 
defatigable hawkers. In the evening they run 
through the ſtreets with other newſpapers, and 
make the ſame brawling; and there are ſome 
names, ſuch as Zthienne Feuillant, the Poſtillon de 
Calais, Poutlier, Refreſentant du Peuie which 
have been repeated an hundred timès more than 
all thoſe of kings, of emperors, and of great wri- 
ters of any age paſt or preſent. Coffee-houſes 
and ſmoking- rooms are in motion at the voice of 
the news- kawker. The ſhop- boy ſeizes on the fly- 
ing leaf, the brawler takes the piece of money, 
and is gone in an inſtant. It is he who can attain 
with quickeſt ſtep the diſtant Fauxbourg, where 
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the poor ſtockholder, who goes to bed without 
candle, hears that they have been very buſily 
employed about him, but without giving him 
any thing. & 44118 

Victories and conſpiracies, battles 64 revolts, 
the death of generals, the arrival of ambaſſadors— 
all is publiſhed pele-mele. The news-writer, for 
two ſols, kills a perſon who is alive and in good 
health; he would announce the end of the 
government, as Lalande announces the end of 
the world, if he had been told to cry the great 
treaſon of the DireQory, and'the e ol nn 
N ex- Body. 

Legiſlation, policy, and ese are at Py 
metcy of theſe cryers, who disfigure names, diſ- 
tort expreſſions, and in the croſs-ſtreets - make 
fuch a ſubverſion of geography, that the north 
and the ſouth are confounded together, and the 
affairs of Rome are tranſacted at Ratiſbon. 
The people who liſten to all this terrible non- © 
ſenſe, make their commentaries on it as they go 
to reſt ; and heaven knows how inſtructive“ the 
narrations of hair-drefſers become the next day. 
Sometimes theſe abſurd reports are raked toge- 
ther, and entruſted to the poſt, and all the follies 
which the moſt extravagant and moſt anti-poli- 
tical dreamer could invent, circulate in the little 
towns of the departments, and have no other 
foundation than the cries of the ſtreets of 
Pans, 


Vainh 
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© Vainly has it been attempted to impoſe ſilence 


on' thoſe commentators. They pretend that they 
are privileged heralds; .a ſound might be impri- 
ſoned ſooner than their perſons. 3s anette 
corner of the . ſtreets; objects of ſmall mercery, 


and bawl ſo as almoſt to ſtun each other, the 


price of their merchandize; a few ends of can- 
dles, which the wind melts, cover with tallowy 
their warehonſes three feet long; and though 
the price be very low, you always purchaſe too 
dear, ſince it is the refuſe: of all hs manufac- 
tures, i'r aff is Godt 54 ena Yai 

Formerly: at the tot: of the apo; when 
a puppy went out between the two pieces, al 
the link · boys were bellowing, Tour carriage 
“M. le Marquis, M. le Chevalier, M. le Comte?“ 
they ſubſtitute at preſent the names of Captain, 
of General, of Commiſſary. They are become 
more familiar, preſent their hand to the fine la- 
dies, calling them Citoyennes; and offering a 
cabriolet, obſerving that two can ſit very conve- 
niently; they aſſume an inſolent tone of paiety, 
and indifferent to all parties, they treat with as 
little mg the dog- eared gentry, as the J 
cobin ſcratch, 

The PIR of the tribune has Seeing 
formed, or given boldneſs to all thoſe orators at 
the corners of ſtreets, who talk with one ano- 
ther of great motions, of ſome famous conſpiracy 


diſcoyered, 


: 
CITE) +a" — — — ones 


a. * Aww 
* he . Wat ns 
r 198 
2 N 
® 
5 . | 
„ 


* . i F * * # — 8 
by - * I - 2 &- 
A ""T 2 2 n \ 
Ir BERL} ea — FIR 
604 o l —_. — 


— ä — 
. 8 
e . nt 


— — — 


$5 
= n 


— 


, 


r 
+ LAN 


4 
{ 
1 


| 
| 
; 
j 
b 
' 


1 


r an i = . , 


186 | NE w rierunxz or rA 185 


diſcovered, arid ſometimes apoſtrophize G pat. 
ſengers. The ſtreet:porters call: all thoſe who 
diſpleaſe them, ariſtocrats. They paſs their timo 
in chattering about politics, and have contràcted 
an air of aſſurance) which becomes» ſtill more re- 


markable, as they make you pay a triple ſalary 


fat the leaſt ſervic ess. 


As for the vballad-fingers, we may judge to 


what point they have carried the abuſe of their 
privileges. One of them called Pitou, had ac- 
quired ſo numeraus an auditory; that the guard 
did not dare interrupt him in his warbling funes 
tions. Every time he ſpoke of the republick, he 


clapt his hand dn his; backſide. He Was arreſted 
and , carried to the Criminal Tribunal; he an- 


ſwered-the Public Accuſer, that in the geſture 
with which he was reproached, he had no other 
intention than looking for his ſnuff. box. After 
having been twenty-two times ĩimpriſoned for his 


couplets, and his ſinging, he carried the matter 


to ſuch a pitch, that he was at laſt ane 
to baniſhment. 

This Pitou was a kind of b Diogenes, but he 
did not live at Athens: 856 

The proclamations of ceblatperitanietsl had 


nearly overturned the republican. government. 


Every thing is compoſed of infiniteſimals. 
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"A the. midſt of. this delten, "of all the Tal 
paſſions, and when we had agitated and beat the 
pond, it was. impoſſible that the mud ſhould not 
riſe to the ſurfacrz and trouble the, e the 
waters. 

There are therefore hands of aliens hols 
numbers increaſe. every day with their audacity. 
Conſiderable robberies are committed, nay, even 
conſpiracies are formed, and yet the police is 
active; but it has, like other inſtitutions, its al- 
ternatives of force and weakneſs; it was itſelf 
corrupted.  . :./ 

The Revolutionary d In no 4 5 
intereſt to purſue thoſe wretches, who, under dif- 
ferent dreſſes, glide into houſes, make their re- 
marks, and afterwards hie to their rendegyous, 
where, they diſcuſs the robberies they preme- 
ditates” „ . 

The new robbe are a 4 more darin g than 
the old ; they recommend to him who is to enter. 
firſt, in caſe the door is forced, not to buſy 
himſelf about the | minuties, ſuch as linen and 
other effects; but to ſeize the jewels, plate, and 
| | objects 
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objects of value; leaving the reſt to the petits 
Haigres, which, in their cant, mgans a ſecondary 
order of thieves. - They never forget to menace 
ſtoutly whomever they ſuſpett of being cowardly 
enough to manger le mar Rog that i is, to * . 
the theft. Y 
They have under their orders active citizens, 
(it is fo they call them by way of detiſion), whoſe 
buſineſs it is to carry off porteſeuilles, which they 
call ure; and for this purpoſe chey go to the 
doors of the theatres, where they form a crowd, 
The moſt - adroit marches foremoſt, followed 
flowly by his ardes-de-camp, he preſſes on, feel 
ing the pockets which he wiſhes to lighten; and 
when he:finds a luce which is ſufficiently bulky, 
and which he thinks it eaſy to-filch, he ſeizes it 
by an art which is peculiar to the profeſſion, and 
which I cannot deſcribe ; he paſſes it very dex- 
terouſly to him who is behind him, ſo that if by 
chance he ſhould be arreſted, he cannot be con- 
victed of the crime; and in this caſe there have 
been ſome who have puſhed their impudence fo 
far, as to cauſe the unfortunate plaintiff to be 
_ arreſted, and carried to the Committee of the 
Section, where, in the brilliant days of Robef- 
pierre, the robber found comrades, AR and 
protection. 
They have places which geydd call rapis francs, 
where they ſhare the fruit of their labours. They 
have alſo receivers, fuch as Jews, dealers in gold, 
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pawnbrokers, who buy from them, at a very low 
price, the obſedts which they: have 2 255 
change their form inſtantly. * 
+ Thoſe: who have ey GEN the ne 
of theſe knaves, may go the public audience of the 
Criminal Tribunal; they are eaſily diſcovered, mo- 
tionleſs, filent, examining the attack and the de- 
fence, moving their lips, and' as it were ſuggeſt- 
ing to the priſoner his anſwers. It is there that 
they ſtudy our criminal code, and take advantage 
of eyery point which an ignorance of the deep 
perverſity of the human heart may have dittated 
to legiſlators. too philoſophic. | 

When their comrade ſinks under the terrible 

day of conviction and of truth, his ſilence is re- 
warded, and he is not abandoned. The plan of 
death being aboliſhed, he is placed on the u. 
bouret. But there, ſuperior to affront, diſdaining 
public ſhame, he receives tender ſalutations of 
the eye from his companions and from the ftrum- 
pets, their obſequious miſtreſſes; when I ſay ob- 
ſegquious, it is becauſe they were not r N Prong 
with the thefts of the band. A 
It is a received axiom that it is very _ to 

eſcape the galleys, that they are quit for a ſhort 
journey; which is the reaſon why the new 
thieves are more perverted than the old ones, 
that they have carried their effrontery and info- 
lence to ſuch an exceſs that they give no figns of 
repentance, and brave death with impiety. 
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We bave ſeen woch condemned to the 15 
e the firſt puniſhment which the law'inflits; 
and which precedes recluſion, or the puniſhment 
of the galleys, for men; we have ſeen theſe wo- 
men take up their petticoats, and inſult the paſ- 
ſengers by their obſcene expreſſions; but as this 
act of depravity was growing into an habit, the 
executioner was ordered to faſten their n 
and tye their bandes 

Having exerciſed 00 times ide office of Jury- 
man at the Criminal Tribunal in the department of 
Paris, have never quitted the court without having 
my mind ſenſibly affected for the loſs of that moral 
inſtin, of which; in ſeveral criminals, not the 
ſlighteſt veſtige remains. No ! there is no more 
hypocriſy! Vice and crime have their apologies 
and their apologiſts: The counſel for the pri- 
ſoners, either from inattention, or from the vanity 
of exhibiting their talents, have de- naturalized 
every word that implied morality. Alas! how 
can any one, for a pecuniary recompence, deter- 
mine to whet the poignard which may be turned 
againſt ſociety, and againſt himſelf ! A greater 
motive for grief and affliction is, that the gradins, 
(the name of the benches of the Criminal Tri- 
bunal in which the priſoners ſit), are frequently 
filled with women who are bold before the 
judges, where they aſſume the audaciouſneſs of the 
men, and want only a club in their hands. Let 
us hope that theſe creatures are only the impure 

remains 
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remains of thoſe women who uſed to paſs the 
morning in bawling at the tribunes, or puſhing 
on the Revolutionary Tribunal, who in the after- 
noon inſulted the misfortunes of the victims 
whom the decemvirs ſent to the ſcaffold, and 
crowned their day's work by going to the Jaco- 
bins in the evening. 


The people are ſuſceptible of every inpülle! 


The frequency of puniſhments, the ſight of | 


blood, have induced men to deſpiſe not only 


death, but ſtill more, infamy. In their dungeons 


they jeſt on the guillotine, and make a fort of 
rehearſal of their execution, with ſhouts of 
laughter: and the fifty-ſeven days which I paſſed 
with theſe malefactors, when I vas thruſt 
amongſt them, becauſe there was no room elſe- 
where; theſe fifty-ſeven days, in which I thought 
inhabited a new world, will be loſt neither for 
hiſtory, nor for the knowledge of the human 
heart. Oh! abominable Decemvirs, * you uy 
killed men |! 
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How were the deputies, 8 were tenen 60 
order, continually inſulted, while Marat and his 
adherents were tri ant! Marat ſounded 
the tocſin-on the ſhiip-keepers ;-the pillage be- 
gan at day-break; all the ſhops were taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of; ſugar, candles, ſoap, and other com- 
modities were taken off. A ſentiment of remorſe 


afterwards takes poſſeſſion of theſe pillagers; 


they tax the merchandize- themſelves, and then 
ſeize. it without any reſiſtance, whether the a 
keeper will take the price or not. 


No doubt the commune was in . conivaies, 
with the chiefs of the mob; for it was intended 


to have given much greater extent to this viſit. 
When they ſaw that the diſorder did not go far 
enough, and that the mob did not hang up the 
tradeſmen at their ſhop-doors, the municipal offi- 


cers, who were informed of what was to take place 


the next day, affected an air of wiſhing to * a 
ſtop to the pillage. 

Marat was denounced to the Convention for 
this provocation to anarchy, which aſſuredly was 
not doubtful ; he ſatisfied himſelf with replying 


to 


NEW PICTURE OF PARTS. 108 


6 Dru that they were hogs; fools, and fit 
only to be ſent to the mad - houſe. This ner 
kind of eloquence was familiar to the club of the 
Cordeliers, the Jacobins, the Commune, and in 
the permanent aſſemblies of the ſections; it was 
in this manner they anſwered us. The organi- 
zation of the Revolutionary Tribunal was formed 
amidſt the terrible roarings of theſe armed aſſaſ- 
ſins, who had marched on the Convention to ex 
terminate all the Core Droit; but they made ſo 
much noiſe, uttered ſuch ſhocking exclamations, 
and obſerved fo little: myſtery in their proceed- 
ings, that we were informed of their deſigns. A 
confiderable ſhower of rain which fell at that mo- 
ment, did not a little contribute to diſperſe the 
conſpirators. Not being able to "maſſacre the 
deputies of the C Droit, the Montagnards or- 
dered the printing offices of ſuch journaliſts to be 
deſtroyed, as were enemies to anarchy ; and it 
was at this epocha that Danton, who two days 
before, and in order the better to attain his end, 
had cauſed the paſſing of à law, which ſet at 
liberty all priſoners confined for debt, and abo- 
liſhed arreſt, propoſed anew to break entirely the 
executive power, and to choſe its ASE miniſters | 
from the Convention, © 

No perſon of common ſenſes can believe Un 
this Danton was a republican. He never was 
ſo. Diredtor of the fatal days of the 31ſt of May 
and 2d of June, ordered and paid for by the fo- 
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reign powers, he had made propoſitions for 6 

ing the little Capet from the Temple, of parading 
him in his arms through Paris, and of getting 
himſelf named his tutor. On the other hand, 
Robeſpierre, in the delirium of his pride, and 
blinded by a ſeries of ſucceſs which had turned 
his narrow head, aimed at nothing leſs than mar- 
rying the daughter of Lewis the XVIth, and 
cauſing himſelf to be proclaimed Protector. 
Among theſe wretches, it was he who ſhould 
cConcentre moſt authority in his hands; raiſed 
_ > fromthe loweſt ſtate of miſery to a ſort of opu- 
lence, there was no chimera with which they did 
not feed their devouring appetite. Leagued at 
firſt to reign under the ſhadow' of the tutelage of 
the child, which they would have made away 
with when their power ſhould have been conſo- 
lidated; and divided afterwards, becauſe each 
was. willing to have the glory of placing the 
Dauphin on the throne ; but they could not com 
mit this anti-republican crime before they had 
cruſhed: the Gironde, who had eons the re- 
puhlic, and willed it. 
The party of Orleans was fallen, e the 
nullity of the man was clear; the moſt ſhameleſs 
could have no reliance on him. Figure to your- 
ſelves, if you can, a multitude of wretches, ſul- 
lied with crimes, intriguers greedy for ſpoi}, 
covered with ſhame, eſcaping from the places of 
their birth, enrolled on this great theatre where 
| they 


1 
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they are not known, proud of acting, for the 
firſt time, a part, and opening a large road to 
fortune; having neither home, nor relations, nor 
friends; ſo much the more bold in their impu- 
dence, as they reaped on another's ſoil; ſuch 
was the picture of the capital at this epocha. 
Mretches from every country, adventurers of 

every rank, motion- makers of every age, were 
fallen into the Popular Societies, prefetting the 
moſt extravagant ſpeeches, and uttering the 
moſt ſanguinary wiſhes. They were liſtened to, 
ſurrounded, and the more ſtrokes they aimed at 
rational liberty, the more were they applauded 3 

brawlers of morality, panegyriſts of demagogy, 
and covered with the bonne rouge, they were 
themſelves aſtoniſhed at the credit they acquired 
for talents; and Albitte, the huiſſier, could not 
make out how he became a Demoſthenes. 


1 — * 
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- FRIENDS OF THE BLACKS. 
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We ſhall never perhaps know with certainty 
what was the direct and entire tenor of that fa- 
mous conyention ſigned at Pilnitz, in the. courſe 
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of the year 1790; but it appears evidently that 
a certain cabinet ſent in its plans, which gives 
ſufficient certainty that they were directed to 
bring about the greateſt diſaſters in France. Let 
us judge from the queſtion brought before the 
Eng liſfi Parliament ręſpecting the ſlave- trade. 
This was a ſnare laid by Pitt for the imbe- 
ctlity of our levellers; they did not wiſh it to be 
faid, that England ſhould appear ſingle in re- 
claiming the rights of man. They were the 
Friends of the Negroes was inſtituted, I per- 
ceived the ſnare, and would never ſuffer my 
name to be inſcribed on theſe lifts; which pre- 
ſented the names of many humane, but ſhorts 
fighted men. Pitt and his adherents cauſed the 
queſtion to be adjourned from year to year, ſa- 
tisfied in ſeeing us fall into their ambuſhes, and 
too certain that the civil torches lighted in our 
colonies, would for ever diſſuade * from 
reſuming this queſtion. | 
In the ſame manner the twenty thouſand pair 
of ſhoes, which the Engliſh offered to the Na- 
tional Convention, for our foldiers, who were 
running bare-footed after victory, was a ſtrata- 
gem of Pitt's, conceived to humble the French 
nation; and what is moſt ſtrange is, no one per- 
ceived it; ſo remote were they from believing 
that any one would W thus with a oy Af- 
ſembly. | 
þ | One 
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One of the heads of the ſociety of the. Friends 
of the Negroes was Valadi, ci-devant officer of 
the Guards, and fince a deputy ; who from ſen- 
timent, philoſophy, and love of the people, had 
abandoned the cauſe of the killers. In the af- 
fair of the Negroes, his heart and his want of 
experience deceived him, but he diſcovered the 
ſnare when it was too late. He expiated this 
error in inliſting againſt the Robeſpierrian and 
Decemviral faction, and he n under the blows 
of thoſe ferocious aſſaſſins. 
And whilſt they were pleading for as cauſe 
of the Blacks, the door was opened in the colo- 
nies to burnings and murders; and the Mulattoes 
threw themſelves between the Blacks and the 
Whites, and became at the ſame time their 
moſt dangerous nn. and their 0 en 
enemies. 

Every converſation turned on the ſlave- trade; 
it was diſcuſſed nearly in the ſame manner as the 
quarrel for the muſic of Gluck and 'Piccini, that 
is to ſay, the EY were neither muſcand 
nor politicians. | at IE 
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11 Of 
1 MAXIMUM. . 
_ Tax city was more and more "tormented. by 
the penury of ſubſiſtence, in proportion as Boiſſy 
d' Anglas raiſed his voice to aſſure the people that 
they were going to be ſupplied with abundance: 
He was, after Barrere, the moſt intrepid of liars. 
Bread was the object of violent contention at the 
doors of the bakers, after having waited at leaſt 
five or-fix hours to obtain the ſmall portion def- 
tined for each individual. But it was not only 
bread they were afraid of wanting; the immenſe 
conſumption of the armies, which fell back on 
France, made them apprehend that meat would 
be ſoon wanting alſo. To prevent this, a pa- 
triotic Lent was propoſed, a miſerable parody of 
a London Faſt, in order that the race of animals 
might have time to renew itſelf. The Departs 
ment of Paris, which ſeemed to have ſworn the 
ruin of the city, increaſed the public alarm by 
its placards, doubled the price of grain in the 
markets, and at length propoſed the fixing a 
maximum on the price of articles of conſump- 
tion throughout the republic, the ſuppreſſion of 
the corn trade, the ſuppreſſion of every interme- 
diary 
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diary between the farmer and the conſumer ; in 
ſhort, a general entre of all the crops- after 
every harveſt. ' | WY 7 ICON? 25G 1327 

In ſpite of the . re of the Con- 
vention to ſanction every meaſure which would 
ruin both France and itſelf, in obedience to the 
vociferations of the tribunes, the dangerous peti- 
tion of the eee of Paris was e ill re- 
ceived. 6 
Famine, like the war of the Vendee, had been 
prolonged even by thoſe who appeared moſt deſi - 
rous of finiſhing it. There was no bread after 
plentiful harveſts, ſuch was the will and the con- 
tinually increaſing impudence of the demagogical 
potentates. The Convention, tormented by them 
within, beſieged by a multitude which every in- 
ſtant threatened its diſſolution, decreed a maxi- 
mum diminiſhing the price of grain, waiting till 
it was forced to maximiſe every other kind of mer- 
chandize. 2's. f 

The maximum flattered the unn but did 
not diminiſh thoſe lengthening aſſemblies, ſince 
called quenes (tails) by the Pariſians, for ever diſ. 
poſed to laugh at events the moſt melancholy. 
Theſe queues laſted more than two years, and ex- 
tended to almoſt wy "IPG of A bonfurty- | 
tion. | 

The petitioners fo ſubſiſtance daily beſieged 
the bar of the Convention, where they vented 
every kind of impertinence. It was the Moun- 

tain 
| | 
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tain party who ſent them to excite a commotion, 
but they did not attain their end; the people ſuf - 
fered patiently under famine and the guillotine. 
They did not pretend to riſe: till Praireal and 
Vendemiaire, that is, they did not riſe except 
when excited, hired, and directed. | gt 
The maximum was in every mouth, and the | 
topic of converſation at the corner of every ſtreet; 
and, after a number of interpretations, it was 
ſaid to ſignify brandy, which the multitude. drank 
without mercy. This liquor has made a ſingular 
change in the manners of the people, of which an 
hoarſe voice became the firſt pbybical eee 
tion. 
The words of Boichy D'Anglas at this 8 
remind us of the phyſician, who, when conſulted 
on the caſe of a patient in danger, anſwered, It 
is nothing; to-morrow, it will not appear, and the 
patient died the next day. 9340 
It was obſerved, that when cloth was s at three 
thouſand livres an ell, this circumſtance was 
taken advantage of, to enact more frequently the 
part of the Avocat Pateliu, and teach the art of 
ſwindling a ſhopkeeper of a piece of cloth. Ne- 
ver were the theatres better attended than in 
theſe days of famine. The people eat nuts and 
walnuts, and ſaid, in going out, © I have ſaved fire 
* and candle, it would have coſt me more in wood 
* and tallow at home.“ 


2 ; | The 
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The fare of a hackney- coach coſt fix hundred 


n which was ten livres a minute. An indi- 
vidual, who had been driven to his houſe in the 
evening, aſked the coachman what was his fare? 
Six thouſand livres. He took mn 
and paid him. 

Every body was cd in . Add poor 
only when they came to be undeceived. 


1 \ 


CHAP. XLIX. 


1 + 


STATUE oF HENRY. THE FOURTH. 


Tax ſlatues of the kings had been overthrown, 
while that of Henry the Fourth remained ſtand- 
ing. The people were undecided whether it 
ſhould fall or not. The poem of the Henriade 
militated in its favour ; but he was the anceſtor 
of a perjured king. This ſtatue, hitherto ſo much 
venerated, underwent the ſame fate as the reſt. 
What aſtoniſhed me moſt was, what I heard ſaid 
around me; Ravillac killed Henry the Fourth, 
* it was becauſe he had ſeduced his ſiſter, and left her 
* afterwards.” The people in the long run come 
at the knowledge of every thing. This fact was 
conſigned in a manuſcript of the national library. 

He would have paſſed for a ſacrilegious mon- 
ſter, who heretofore ſhould have inſulted this ef- 
bgy. It was, if I may uſe the expreſſion, a ſacred 
image, and now it was ſhameleſsly mutilated and 

trodden | | 
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trodden under foot. But the kings of France 
were no longer any thing but Sultans and Empe- 
rors of Perſia, and had ſtifled all that enthuſiaſm 

vrhich the French once felt for their monarchs? © 
Me ought to erect in that ſquare a monument 
worthy of our regeneration, and conſecrate, by a 
coloſſal figure, the moſt ſplendid inſurre&tion that 
has ever taken place amongſt any people. The 
| Vandals, who deſtroyed this great and beautiful 
monument, had rather have built up wooden Pon- 
chinelles, vile emblems of overthrown federa- 
lifm ; and the painter David lent his pencil to 
thoſe acts of infamy, doubly diſhonourable for oy 
arts, and for truth. 

In erecting theſe wooden „ in 5 de- 
ſpite at once both to humanity and truth, in dei- 
fying the vileſt of mortals, they were not leſs em- 
phatical in repeating the arts, the fine arts, than if 
the Venus of Medicis, or the Apollo of Belviz 
dere, had been formed by their chiſels. It has 4 
been obſerved, that players and painters have 
acted the moſt abſurd and moſt ſangyinary parts 
in the Revolution. 

David exclaimed .in the Afembly of the Sec- 
tion of the Louvre, that hey might fire grape- 
, fhot on the whole body of artiſts without fearing to 
e kill a fingle patriot.” He wiſhed to drink the 
hemlock with Robeſpierre, becauſe he had made 
a a bad picture of the death of Socrates. His ex- 
travagances were not leſs murderous, and I own 

that 
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that the name of David wedded to painting, 
gives me the ſame” impreſſion of horror when 1 
think of this art, as the art itſelf ſeems to have 
conſecrated in pictures which repreſent martyrs, 
decollations, eroſſes, burning furnaces, in preſence 
of theſe ancient decemvirs, whom David has ſo 
well imitated in thoſe 2 of erimes * "0 manes 
4 d „bh N 0 
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Nr CHAP. Ls N 
© REVOLUTIONARY TRIBUNAL. 


Cour we ever have imagined that we ſhould 
have ſeen a tribunal erected at Paris, a thouſand 
times more odious than the Inquiſition, 'more in- 
conceivable than all the tribunals. of blood which 
have covered the world in the darkeſt ages? 
That contraſt between our writings in favour of 
humanity, in which we corrected the learned mais 
of juriſconſults, in which we traced a new and ra- 
tional plan of criminal procedure, and thoſe atro- 
cious judges, of whom we had not even formed 
an idea in the whole courſe of our lives: that 
theory which was made to haſten the progreſs of 
reaſon, and bring about the reform of our code, 
put in oppoſition with this revolutionary tribunal, 
renders it ſtill more aſtoniſling. It was the work 


of 
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of the faction of the Anarchiſts, who were deſi- 

rous of an unlimited authority, which ſhould re- 
vert on the head of ſome of its founder. 
A volume would he inſufficient to deſeribe ſo 
many bloody ſcenes. We have manifeſted our 
horror more than once againſt thoſe who placed 


the image of Liberty amidſt piles of corpſes, and 


of thoſe bloody clubs and judge executioners, to 
whom was committed the care of erg the re- 
public. l 

Theſe ruffians, diſconcerted by the look of an 
honeſt man, would not have dared to aſſaſſinate 
without this tribunal, which was as great an evi- 
dence of the cowardice as of the ferocity of the 
decemvirs. i 
Fheſe barbarians were moreover the moſt igno- 
rant of men: they had no idea of the republic of 
the United States; and they marked, with the 
ſeal of reprobation, a book entitled, The Federas _ 
lift, becauſe they did not know that the Federaliſt 
is preciſely a work written againſt federaliſm, 'in- 
ſomuch as the book tended to reſtore every part 
of government to that unity, the object of Brif- 
ſot's wiſhes, as well as of all of us who ſigned 
the proclamations to the departments, for the ex- 
ternal ſecurity of France and its-domeſtic union. 
It was after this equivoque, perhaps involun- 
tary, that they excited the people againſt the re- 
publicans by calling them Federaliſts, whilſt by 


| careſſing the populace, they wiſhed to inveſt the 


2 of Paris with the government of 
France. 
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France. It was by means of this inſolent and 
ſeditious unity that the revolutionary tribunal, 
which multiplied itſelf on every fide; was to bend 


all the departments under the ſceptre of the guil- 


lotine, and they would have ſucceeded, for all the 


ſans-culottes were to- be the inn Judges, 
and executioners. 


Thus Briſſot was made the chief & a faQtion 
which never exiſted, while a band of aſſaſſins, un- 
der the name of Committees of InſpeCtion, order- 
ed pillage and murder. He oppoſed; the reyolu- 
tionary power of the Commune of Paris; from 
that time he was no longer a good Jacobin ; they 
wiſhed to kill him, and 1 ne. their 


deſign. 140 , 
Roland eſcaped this tribunal of blood. Alt his 


writings bear the ſtamp of a pure mind. He felt 
a pation; of-writing for the happineſs of his, fel- e 
low- creatures, and was calumniated, like Briſſot, 


becauſe like him he had reſiſted the faction of the 


Anarchiſts, becauſe he could not lie, could not 


crime through weakneſs. His wife, endowed 


with a great character, an extraordinary woman, 


who ſhared in the labours of her huſband, and 


who ſupported his virtues, was perhaps the moſt 
intereſting victim which was ſacrificed by this tri- 
bunal. She went to execution with irony and 


diſdain on her lips, amidſt a multitude incapable 
of appreciating - her merit. Looking from the 
| ſcaffold 
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- ſcaffold. at the, Statue of Liberty, ſhe/exclaimed, 
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Batter talked of nothing but of pulverizing Eu- 
rope, Briſſot furniſhed the plans which it was ne- 


we muſt break with every cabinet. Briſſot adopt- 


* not made a bargain with the faction of the Gt 
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Pay 


0 Liberty. — crimes are ommifted i in thy 


name l“ Semen 09 15331169; U Ord vr 
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ceffary to execute, not to brave Europe, but to 
humble our enemies alternately. N. 
When Caidtbn/avetpbenat Canals 
who bled France at the hollow vein; in order'to 
ſatiate Pache, Bouchotte, and other anarchical 
chiefs, would have no allies, and exclaimed, 


ed meaſures to keep England in reſpe&t, and re- 
main on good terms with other powers. 
This man, who had not gone beyond the limits 
of a wiſe and well regulated energy of character, 
was accuſed at the tribune of the Commune of 
Paris by Robeſpierre, of having ſold France to 
the enemy. For,” ſaid he, they never could 
have entered on the French territory if they had 


* ronde, and of Briſſot, to deliver up Paris.“ 
Ge | 0 
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In proportion as light is thrown upon tlie odious 
. projets of the Anarchiſts, we diſcover; with much 
greater probability, that it was Robeſpierre him- 
ſelf, and his accomplices, who were ee 
with the Pruſſians. 135 N Kei io ins; 5 

Marat, convicted of having preached eonalty 
and the maſſacre of the Convention, was carried 
before a tribunal compoſed of | his peers. What 
did the Public; Accuſer do? He thunders out a 
panegyric on Marat, and a denunciation on Briſ- 
ſot. When we reflect that Robeſpierre was then 
only the protegè of Marat, that he concealed his 
hideous head under his ægis, that he was only 
the inſtrument of monſters more in evidence than 
bimſelf, we are no longer aſtoniſhed at this 
triumph of Marat, which Danton called a proud 
day, but which was the preamble of the maſſacre 
of the twenty-two deputies, and brought on alſo 
that prot: m in which Danton himſelf was 
ſacrificed. 414 ow be 

The 3 firſt hay its —— wid com- 
demning cook: maids and coachmen for improper 
diſcourſe; but ſoon after, the ſatellites of the 
Anarchiſts and the municipality went to the bar 
of the national repreſentation, and en 
ſilence or crimes: 

This Briſſot tried to prarent at the riſk of is 
head, and his laſt writing denounces fully and 
directly the laſt and abominable exceſſes which 
it was ſtill time to prevent; but it was then that 

the 
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the faQion had created and ſpread abroad theſe = 
words ſince ſo celebrated, Briffotins, Rolandins, 


Girondins; and as if a malignant vapour had ſud- 


habitants of Paris, they defamedthis mild, peace- | 


ful, and virtuous man. With ſo many claims to 
publio eſteem, the unfortunate Briſſot ' periſhed 
under the ſtroke of the moſt cowardly calumnia- 
tors; while/anarchy, in the perſon of Marat and 
bis accomplices,/ were held every where in ho- 


nour; for all the lueratide proconſulats, acoompa- 


nied by unlimited en were at their * en 
perfect diſpoſal. 
The eſteem of — nde of e _ 
| vans we might be tempted even to throw it by 


394142 $441 


as a thing of ſmall- worth, when we ſee that 4 


man virtuous as Briſſot did not enjoy it. He went 
to execution with a ſerene brow, and hiſtory 


will remember that it was he who denounced the 
Auſtrian Committee, and that he had the ' modeſty - 
to avow publicly that he had been for ſome time 
deceived. La 8 had the art of n 


— Briſſot on the hoſtilities of the 
King of England, and of the. Stadholder of the 
United Provinces, and on the neceſſity the French 
Republic was under of declaring againſt them, is 
an hiſtorical monument to be conſulted. © 


CHAP. 
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THAT 3 — in 8 we may fa 
the public ſpirit which animated the firſt republi- 
cans, was compoſed by Briſſot and Girey Du- 
pre, whoſe talents and virtues could not ſave 
them from Tallien, the Proconſul of Bourdeaux, 
already the aſſaſſin of Biroteaux. He diſtinguiſh- 
ed and picked out this young and intereſting vic- 
tim. Republican fouls, read what Girey Dupre. 
wrote, and you will. find without any alloy. SANE: 
own noble and honeſt ſentiments... | 

When Briſſot was in power, no perſon had to 
complain of the ſlighteſt vexation. Calumny, ſo 
hot in purſuit, and ever on the watch to poiſon 
almoſt every action of his life, has been ſilent on 
this head. But amidſt reyolutionary* tempeſts, 
when all the impure elements of ſociety were 
ſtirred up, and legiſlators were in communication 
with executioners, when murderers: held a con- 
ſiderable rank, more than one man (I will venture 
to ſay) till then honeſt, till then feeling, bas not 
been able to preſerve whole and entire that vir- 
tue which conſiſts in avoiding every exceſs, and 
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in preſerving himſelf from every contagion of fa- 
naticiſm. Let it be remembered, that the word 
moderate was a term of reproach, and that it was 
a crime to ſhew any marks of pity for the vie- 
tims. The Anarchiſts had, like the mung 
their jargon. 
All Robeſpierre's enemies were not the ene- 
mies of tyranny.” It was a maxim among them, 
that the Revolution could not be finiſhed but by 
blood, and the Revolution permitted them to en- 
joy the exerciſe of abſolute power. The: philoſo- 
pher defired a revolution im morals, they wiſhed 
only for one in the government, that is to ſay, 
till it was entirely in their own hands. One of 
the faction ſaid to me, Tell us, Philoſopher, 
« what could we have done?“ Preciſely,“ I 
anſwered, * the contrary of what you have 
done.“ He did not comprehend me. 
- Virtue acts only from the harmony of all the 
faculties of the ſoul. The conduct of Briſſot was 
conſtantly the ſame ; the wiſe man, from his con- 
templative height, ſees what a low ſeat the curule , 
chair is. Happy if he had known at the ſame 
time that it requires much more time to reſolve 
a queſtion than to propoſe one. Briſſot was too 
precipitate in what concerned the colonies and 
the Negroes; for the principal obſtacle to truth 
is the facility we have of being too well ſatisfied 
with ourfelves. If the firſt ſtep towards good 


be the knowledge of evil, Briſſot ought to have 
known 
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known that his motion was premature. But ſuch 
was the dangerous- inflammation of the public 
mind, that you could not touch a political queſ- 
tion without puſhing it to its laſt entrenchments; 
and there was the abyſs. What is neceſſary to 
become an honeſt man? TO will it. Briſſot 
willed it, and was really ſo. If a word wrongly 
interpreted is ſometimes ſufficient to cauſe the 
miſery of a nation, as a falſe opinion has been 
found ſufficient to deſolate the world, Briſſot is 
not reſponſible for the cruelties which have been 
the work of ſelfiſn or bad paſſions. J. J. Rouſ- 
ſeau has ſaid, that good /aws were above human ca- 
faacity, and that we ſhould be gods to give ſuch to men. 
This is an erroneous ſentiment; it is, if I may 
ſo expreſs myſelf, the morality" of deſpair. When 
the legiſlature is deceived, with reſpedt either to 
time or place, but has honeſt intentions, we ſhould 
pity. and not condemn it. | | 
To have recourſe to' ſteel in the diſeaſes of 
men or of ſtates, marks neither a great phyſician 
nor a great politician, but diſcovers, on the' con- 
trary, a great ignorance in both. Briffot was not 
one of thoſe phyſicians. He never abuſed the li- 
berty of the preſs, becauſe he never wiſhed for 
any other than a rational liberty, and never over- 
ſtept its limits; but the ſcoundrel and the mad- 
man, who knew nothing about limits, were cla- 
morous for liberty without any reſtraint. 
T's: 4 It 


212 NEW rreruaz o PARIS. | 


It was from the e de e pane 
our philoſophical writings were ſtolen, but it 
was after they had been totally perverted, totally 
criminalized, that the Revolution, pure, intact 
in its origin, became from theſe groſs plagiaries a 
fury ſurrounded with ſerpents, armed with torches 
and poignards, the terror of furrounding nations, 
—— ons eee 
poſterit y. | 
Briſſot entered nt — PROT yt 
unſtained with blood. He fpoke ſeveral times, 
but when he ſaw that they tranflated the axioms 
of wiſdom into the idiom of folly, he withdrew, 
deſerted the 49 £20 SIR crime was 
reduced to a ſyſtem. 

Ah! if thoſe ham men, whoſe nw 
mieides have dared to pronounce in their own fa- 

vour, had for a moment returned to hfe, they 
would have rolled down on their heads the ſtone 
of their ſepulchre, exclaiming, What generation 
is this in which we find a race of men whom 
we do not know, and whom we could not have 
foreſeen Gods, we are ſuffocated in this atmoſ- 
phere, give us back our tombs. | 

And [-their diſciple ; I, who under the reign. 
of kings, and in face of their thrones, built the 
veſſel of a republic, but which did not fail in 
a ſea of blood, and had not Septembriſers for 
pilots: I, wo knew that it is to that cowardly 

ſwarm 
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ſwarm vf - writers, apologiſts of "thoſe horrors, 
that we owe the univerſal ſtupor of the nation 
proſtrate before a band of ruffians, a ſight more 
painful, more afflicting than the diſſolution of 
worlds; overwhelmed by all that I have ſeen or 
heard, and dumb with horror, I have only been 
able to confide to paper the ſenſations which tortur- 
ed me. But if indignation againſt crimes hitherto 
unknown in hiſtory, if the contempt which we 
feel for that deſpotiſm of the mob which it was 
their intention to reſtore, can inſpire ability, I 
will paint them. I will defcribe thoſe days in 
which anarchy paraded its vagabond ſtandards, 
thoſe days in which the philoſopher was forced 
to repent what he had written; in which his 
filence was a ſubje&t of condemnation, becauſe 
he was then afraid to emit new truths; thoſe 
days which will never periſh in the memory 
of man, and which they would. willingly efface, 
as if hiſtory was not here below the firſt chaſ- 
tiſement which eternal juſtice inflicts on guilty 
man. e 
I alſo abandoned this tribune, the rival of that 
of the Legiſlative Body, where nothing was ſeen 
but elements the moſt oppoſite to the repub- 
lic, and moſt deſtructive of its virtues, and where 
the daily trumpets of falſehood, of pride, of ex- 
aggeration, finiſhed by transforming into rebel 
maxims the precepts of the wiſe. I was unwil- 
ling to participate in the extravagance or perfidy 
| of 
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of thoſe e e ü ochpes bias 


take their full wing, I was unwilling to favour 
the intoxication of thoſe who were going to 
drink this empoiſoned cup. The firſt ſymptoms 
made me ſhudder: I ſaw in them the total ſub- 
verſion of civil ideas, and the inevitable deſtruction 
of the republic. 'The Energumenes, who, under 
the name of Theologians, had diſhonoured human 
reaſon, were never capable of u extrava- 
gances. | 

There is in the laws,” fays Sophocica; «KY 
* powerful divinity which triumphs over the deep 
« malignity of man, and which never grows old.“ 
Alas ! this divinity was aſleep : the French people 
were immoralized by twenty or thirty wretches; 
every ſound opinion was torn into tatters, and 
produced that corruption of morals. Philoſophi- 
cal writings were neither read nor comprehended : 
one ſtep farther, the contagion had enveloped the 
whole, and in a ſhort time there would have re- 
mained neither republicans nor men, and we 
ſhould have become like the inhabitants of the hell 
of Milton, who roved alternately from icy waters 
to flames, and from flames to waters of ice. 

All writers who preceded us had conſidered 
the Agrarian law as highly unjuſt, inſufficient, 
calamitous, impoſſible to be executed, effentially 
ſeditious, and abſurd under every point of view. 
In ſhort, as the ſureſt means of implanting miſery 
an earth, of overturning the whole, and bringing 
back 


[ 
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not prevent Marat and his affociates from eſta- 
bliſhing this doctrine, from publiſhing it, and 
finding numerous partizans for nearly two years. 


The greateſt misfortyne in our Revolution is 


having invited, without previous preparation, the 


multitude to mingle themſelves in political mat- 


ters, and ſuffered ſtage mountebanks to perſuade 
them that they were wiſe enough to comprehend 
every thing. This is what has rebuilt the Tower 
of Babel amongſt us, and what has made poli- 
ticks a war of words, in which the vileſt, moſt 
monſtrous, or moſt perfidious ſcribbler has figured 
with temporary advantage, and found hearers. 
Political truths are leſs in the head of the man of 
genius than in the heart of the virtuous man, but 
thoſe who have neither genius nor virtue, write 


like the Jacobins. Their proclamations, their 
journals, like the locuſts of Egypt, bave put the . 


French nation in a ſtate of putrefaction. Nothing 
could fave it from cadaverous peſtilence, neither 
the writings of Briſſot, nor thoſe of Condorcet ; 
their opinions were repulſed, and thus the peo- 
ple, deluded by bad writers, is, and always will 
be, the firſt ſtep on which the ambitious have, 


and ever will, place their foot to raiſe re 


to the ſummit. þ 

The art of writing is the firſt of all arts; its 
influence is great, vaſt, and durable, and this is 
the reaſon why it ought to impoſe bounds on 
itſelf, 


* ae 3 2 
back confuſion and chaos. This, however, did 
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itſelf. The ancient emblem of the chariot, wich 
badly driven, ſet the world on fire, finds beans 
juſt application. 
The Revolution hoe lang) time e by the 
writings of the wiſe, had made its exploſion : - 
- fools, ambitious men, and knaves, took poſſeſſion 
of it. Immediately they had the impudence to 
aſſert, We have done the whole.” If we would 
believe them, the pen of the Rouſſeaus and Ray- 
nals, the arms of the 3 of the Baſtille— 
all en to them; N 


CHAP. IIII. 
pHILOSOPHISu. 


Tux amalgama of the doctrines of Rouſſeau, 
Voltaire, Helvetius, Boulanger, Diderot, had 
formed a kind of paſte (excuſe me the expteſ- 

| fon) which rational minds could not digeſt, and 
which to others became hurtful. The old princi- 
ples having become ridiculous, were denied and 
abandoned. A ſwarm of- blockheads did more, 
in order to outdo the efprits forts, they ſubſtitut- 
ed the ſyſtem of atheiſm and licentiouſneſs to phi- 
loſophical ideas. Philoſophiſm was indebted 
for its origin to books badly read, and worſe 
comprehended, ſo difficult is it to lower certain 
2 truths 
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*ruths to the level of a generation which is not 
fitted to receive them. Contagious emanations 
iſſued from theſe modern doQtrines, Collot d'Her- 
bois, Billaud de Varennes, Lequinio, Babcevuf, 
Antonelle, thought themſelves philoſophers. Ig- 
norance is the mother of barbariſm, but a half 
knowledge is ſtill worſe, it makes a thouſand 
errors circulate in all the veins of the body poli- 
tic, in the name of humanity it has done all forts 
of evils to mankind. They overturned every thing, 
they acted the theologian, and ar. their follies 
were political principles. 

Alas! if the ſhades of theſe great men, we 
again obſerve, could riſe from the tombs which 
cover them, and ſee ſuch interpreters, they would 
ſay, Why have we written to have ne 
for commentators? 

How have I been aſtoniſhed to hear PariGans 
juſtify every wandering of the imagination by pre- 
tended paſſages horribly disfigured! This new 
fanaticiſm, and which the ſucceſſor of Babœuf 
would willingly rekindle, dug the bed of that 
ſtream of blood which has run through the French 
Revolution, and this is what has made me conſi- 
der Voltaire and Helvetius in quite a different 
point of view than that in which I had woe be- 
held them. 
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Chap. IIV. 
4 nance r. e 
AM1DST theſe great convulſions, amidſt theſe 
cries againſt all ſorts of governors, amidſt that ge- 
neral tone of raillery, I hear the ſound of the 
tambourin and the fiddle, if we judge from the 
ſixty daily balls which put all Paris in meaſured 
motion, if we judge by the twenty-two theatres, 
if we judge from that crowd of refaurateurs, a 
great extent of conſumption ſuppoſes a - great 
number of conſumers, When every thing comes 
and is fold, it is clear that every thing is bought 
and paid for; and what is more remarkable is, 
that it is the bayonet which has turned the ſpit. 


< He will go far, for he believes what he 


% ſays.” This obſervation is profound. The 
Pariſian has never had any faith in misfortune, in 
ſlavery, in ſubjection, he has conſidered theſe 
bloody ſpectacles as real tempeſts, has ſeen every 
act of violence paſs off like the ſmoke of a heca- 
tomb; it muſt have been to ſtrangers, if ſuch 
there then were, a ſight at the ſame time ſingular 
and aſtoniſhing, that of ſeeing the contraſt of our 


Fo 


great 
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great intereſts and our little paſſions, our thirſt for 


amuſement and our perpetual murmurs. I do 
« not meddle with family affairs,” ſaid a man, who 
was told that his houſe was on fire. This was the 
language of every ſhopkeeper, when he was in- 


—. 


rYow, 


CHAP. LV. 
PRESENCE OF MIND IN A YOUNG MAN. © 


I xNEw him. On the terrible night of the 2d 
of September he expected to be murdered. He 
had already heard ſeveral plaintive cries. At 
eleven o'clock in the evening: the dogs barked 
very much, the hoarſe voice of the turnkey echoed 
through the priſon, filence took place, it was in 
the priſon of the Chatelet. Vociferations were 
heard in the ſtreet of Vive la nation! This cry 
excited the greateſt joy among the priſoners, who 
took it into their heads that they were going to 
ſend them to the frontiers, and they exclaimed 
with all their might, Vive la nation! Let us go to 
the frontiers ! 

A new filence took place; immediately the 
parking of the dogs redoubled ; the aſſaſſins open 

the 


formed of the executions of the day or the mor- 
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the wicket, and enter the court all bloody, with 
their-ſabres in their hands; the priſoners hear the 
bolts undraw ; ſeven or eight phantoms make 
their appearance, covered with blood, as well as 
the ſwords with which they were armed; with a 
hideous voice they order their victims to go out. 
A turnkey walks about with a penſive air, the 
young man throws himſelf at his feet, and aſks 


his life; the man, though naturally hard, could 


not help ſhedding tears. The priſoner was drag- 
ged down between the two wickets, where on 
one ſide he ſaw the cannibals, armed with ſabres 


and pikes, all red, rage painted on their viſages, 


and. waiting only the ſignal to ſtrike ; on the other 
5. fide, a counter with empty wine bottles and 
bloody glaſſes. The commiſſaries were ſtanding, 
and aſking the priſoners their names, after which 
they made them paſs out through the wicket, 


| where they were aſſaſſinated, and their laſt groans- 


were always followed by repeated cries of Vive la 
nation! Their piercing ſhrieks overwhelmed the 
miſerable victims who were waiting for their 
turn, Sometimes they were not even ſuffered to 
explain themſelves, the horrible voice of the com- 
miſſary pronounced theſe words, Take him away. 
My young man was about to be ſtruck, when he 
told the aſſaſſins that he was there for deht, and 
if they took away his life, they would at the fame 
time deprive him of the pleaſure of paying his 

| Ga 
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creditors ; all the murderers exclaimed, I is juſt, 
he muſt not be killed, and he was put on one fide 
with the ſmall nen wth ane who eſcaped owe 
fury. [4 

The young man told me, "that Es nene 
their murders till four in the morning; that he 
heard one of the chiefs of the aſſaſſins accoſt the 
gaol-keeper, and ſay to him, ſhewing his ſabre, 
ſtill reeking, © Look ye, this has laid low more 
than an hundred, and if thou concealeſt any 
« one, Iam going to make away with thee ?” 
The gaokkeeper anſwered him with calmneſs, * 1 
know that my life is in thy hands, but I have 
hid nobody.“ My intereſting young man went 
out amidſt the acclamations of a crowd of ſpec- 
tators, and he had ſcarcely gone ten ſteps before 
he perceived on the bridge three hundred corpſes 
more or leſs horribly mutilated. Of three hun- 


dred and fifty -priſoners, ſcarcely thirty: WI 
half of whom were robbers. 
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4/4 MIGHT Tees., 

By what inconceivable combination of events 
had a few men arrived to ſuch a pitch of influ- 
ence, ſo as not only to palſy but decimate even 
the National Convention, and attribute to them- 
ſelves the formidable power of arreſting the 
members who compoſed it, before the eyes, and 
with the conſent of their colleagues! What is 
more inconceivable is, that no order of debate 
exiſted in the Committee of Public Safety. It 
was one, two, or three of its members who dropt 
in, who commanded, ordered without the parti- 
cipation of the others, according as accident led 
them, all, however, yielding their tacit aſſent, and 
approving the deciſions with a reciprocal conſi- 
dence. It was probably owing to this preciſion in 
willing, to that defect of ſyſtematic plans, to theſe 
violent and haſty deciſions, that the greateſt ope- 
rations were performed with ſo much velocity. 
The principle which put every thing in motion, 
was a perpetual tendency to ſtrong, vigorous, 
and terrible meaſures; every man was diſpoſed 
to do every thing with paſſion and violence; the 
head of this new tyranny was perpetually veiled; 

there 
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there were no. amendments to theſe decrees of 
deſpotiſm, Wich, wave one exerciſed in bis 
turn. 

Ideas of e were dhe leading bens of 
theſe impetuous rulers; and their elevation to 
the pinnacle of ſupreme power was, in our po- 
litical ſtorms, what would be the extraordinary 
apparition of unknown monſters, whom the agi- 
tated ſurges offer to our ſight in a tempeſtuous 
ſea. Many of theſe monſters, however, reſem- 
bled the little dog in one of La Fontaine's tales, 
from whoſe ears and hair, when ſhaken, fell gold 
and all kinds of precious ſtones. The aſſaſſin of 
the farmers general, the legiſlator Dupin, com- 
miſſioned to inſpect the inventory, and the ſale 


of their rich moveable property, made free with 


their jewels, diamonds, and plate. 

A favourite maxim which they had continu- 
ally in their mouths, was, that Paris was too 
great; that it was with reſpect to the republic, 


by its population, what a violent flow of blood 


towards the heart was to a patient, and whom it 
was right to bleed; at Verſailles they had held 
the ſame kind of language. 

All the homicide ſentences of antiquity v were 
familiar to them; and they were continually ſay- 


ing,“ What, is the preſent generation before the F | 


7 a of ages to come?” 


des loix et non du ſang ... This hemi- 


dich was a knawing worm inſerted in the heart 
of 
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of the tyrants, who found alſo this litie in the 
fame ' tragedy, extremely counter-revolutionary : 
A jamais tyran, qu avec un diademe ? : 
We will not peak of the expreſſion of Bar- 
rere; Stams money on tie Place of” Me Revolution. 
It was Amar who held the flyer. | 
A great deal of abſurdity was mingled with 
| theſe atrocities ;/ the 26th'of Floreal, Payan, Se- 
cretary General of the Commune, ſaid at the 
Council, There is a new ſect which has been 
« juſt formed at Paris; anxious to unite itſelf to 
1 counter revolutioniſts by all means poſſible, 
« animated with a holy reſpe&, with a tender 
« devotion for thoſe who are guillotined ; its ini- 
« tiated make the ſame vows, hold the ſame ſen- 
« timents, and wear the fame hair; toothleſs old 
* women purchaſe, at any price, that of the 
« young fair-haired girls that are guillotined, 
and wear on their heads theſe cheriſhed treſſes, 
« This is a branch of commerce, and a kind of 
* devotion quite novel. But let us not diſturb 
« thoſe ſoft enjoyments, let us leave, let us re- 
« ſpeC even the light-haired wigs; our ariſtocrats 
“ will ſerve at leaſt for ſomething ; their hair 
cc will hide the bald-heads of a few old women, 
* and the ſhort locks of ſeveral others who were 
„ never Jacobins but in their hair,” 
Who could believe that ſuch a ſpeech had 
been made? It was at this epocha that began 
the reign of light-haired wigs, as if the women 
had 
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had wiſhed to brave by their repriſals this atro- 
cious irony. To all theſe hideous abſurdities, 
they had only theſe words to reply, Me are in re- 


volution. What was then the magie of this for- 


midable word, Revolution The revolutionary 
government ought to have been only a fuſpen- 
ſion, wiſely combined, of certain rights of the 
people, which they could not exerciſe in difficult 
circumſtances; it is public liberty in danger 
which alone neceſſitates ſuch an inſtitution for 
the ſafety of the country. But the government 
then was nothing but the reflected organization 


of every, vice, and every crime deſtruttive of ſo· 


cial happineſs. 


BATCHEs. 


Sven was the name given to the priſoners 


brought before the Revolutionary Tribunal from 


all parts of the republic; ſurpriſed to find 
themſelves ſtowed into the ſame cart, and for 
the ſame affair, from the Eaſtern Pyrennees. to 
the banks of the Scheld, from the borders of the 
Rhine to thoſe of the Gironde, all ſent to the 

vol, t Q ſcaffold, 
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ſcaffold; all condemned without being tried; at 
leaſt tried without being heard, Brent eves. with- 
out being indicte. Ano big 

When the Salbe ponffitbeies were N 
in order to put to death a greater number at a 
time, the victims were called the Cardinals, be- 
cauſe they had on a red ſhirt in their way, to ex- 
ecution. The modeft but voluptuous form of 
Charlotte Corday was coveted; with this cloak, 
and it ĩs in memory of this heroine that ſeveral oſ 
her ſex Wore, and ſtill wear, red en 


| — 1 faut que la rigueur x 
&« Trop neceſfaire appuy du trone d'un vainqueur, 
% Frappe fans intervalle un coup ſir et rapide; 
« C'eſt un torrent qui paſſe en fon cours homicide. 
Le tems ramene l'ordre et la tranquillite; 
Le peuple ſe fagonne & la docilité; 
De ſes premiers malheurs Vimage eſt affoiblie, 
&« Biento6t il les pardonne, et mEtme il les oublie. 
Mais lorſque goutte a goutte on fait couler le ſang, , 
. * Qu'on ferme avec lenteur, et qu'on r'earre le flanc, 
Que les jours renaiſſans ramenent le carnage, 
Le dẽſeſpoir tient lieu de force et de courage, 
« Et fait d'un peuple foible un peuple d' ennemis, 
„ D' autant plus dangereux qu'ils Ctoient plus ſoumis.“ 
Voltaire, Orphélin de la Chine. 


Theſe lines of Voltaire are not founded; the 
ſcene was enſanguined at Arras, Marſeilles, Cam- 
bray, Saumur, Lyon, Nantes, Orange, Bou rdeaux, 
not a victim in any place, as far as I have heard, 
ever made any reſiſtance, all underwent the 


ſtroke. of death with the ſame ſort of calmneſs; 
the 
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the inſenſibility of the ſpeQators ſeemed to have 
paſſed into their own ſouls. 

The executioners were not infalted. Never 
was there ſeen, ſuch a kind of harmony as be+ 
tween the murdered and their murderers. The 
one ſeemed to ſay, You ſhall not deprive. me of 
my courage z and the others ſeemed to anfover, 
Many more will paſs after you. 

As the poets repreſent the hideous head of the 
Gorgon palſying the arm with its looks, ſo theſe 
dauntleſs human ſacrifices, theſe ſwelling ſtreams 
of blood, the blood of citizens, ſtruck only on 
paſſive minds. One would have thought it only 
a regular cut of wood in a foreft, fo great, or at 
leaſt ſo filent was the indifference which took 
place; ſo decidedly had the French nation con- 
demned itſelf to paſs through the liſt of decem · 
viral horrors. Amar dined and ſupped abroad in 
joyous ſociety, 'and the founders of the republic, 
hurried to the ſcaffold for their zeal towards li- 
berty, were perhaps Ong by e mond of 
that monſter, | 

While the falling axe an the en of the. | 
Revolution, excited neither the courage nor the 
arm of a fingle man, commiſſaries entered 
houſes without. ceremony, rumaged every corner 
of the apartments, forcing locks of wardrobes, 
breaking ſeals of letters, depofits, wills, throwing 
themſelves on the leaſt ſcraps of paper, to find 
proofs of conſpiracy in idle phraſes, ſtealing aſ- 


Q 2 ſignats, 
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ſignats, gold, ſilver, jewels; ; and it was then that 
we ſaw that prodigious number of creditors im- 
priſoned by their debtors, of favoured lovers by 
their rejected rivals, of the injured huſband by 
the unpuniſhed adulterer, of the able artiſt by his 
jealous” brother, of maſters by their ſervants; of 
the impartial judge by the condemned pleader, 
of the general officer by his envious ſubalterns. 

Pupin, the valet of Amar, had in readineſs a 
new report on the adjoints of the Farmers Ge- 
neral, and he burnt with impatience to exerciſe 
the benefit of making the inventory of their ef 
fe&ts in the name of the republic. 

In the inſide of houſes, the proprietor trembled 
at having engravings, pictures, ſtatues, books, or 
manuſcripts, with arms or blazoning, and every 
the ſlighteſt emblem of paſt times; and it was 
who ſhould burn faſteſt letters of friendſhip, love, 
relationſhip, and' gratitude. A multitude of 
works more or leſs curious, have been ſacrificed 
to this univerſal fear. The words of Omar, with 
reſpect to the Alcoran, were not more terrible 
than thoſe of the Decemvirs, when they faid 
with a formal defign, Ves, we oil! burn every li- 
brary, for we ſhall want only the hiftory of the Revo- 
Jution and the Laws. Who could now diſcover 
the Pariſian, who had made the 14th J uly, and 
the 10th of Auguſt? 


CHAP: 


NEW. PICTURE or PARIS 229 


CHAP. LVIII. 


ORLEANIS TS. 


SYNONIMOUS with Montagnards; they always 


affected not to know each other. Marat loaded 
Philip Equality with inſults; and he was always 
in accord with him. It was always the ſame 
point of contact, in the raiſing of the populace, 
and in ſans-culottiſm. Theſe two cruel factions, 
by ſacrificing alternately a few chiefs, formed in 
reality only one in their conſtant oppoſition to all 
order, and all rule; and even as far as the re- 


public, of which they wiſhed only for the word, 


every thing has been in their hands a means of 


trouble and diſcord. 23214 11 „ien 
You have ſeen the automaton which 200 at 

drafts; a dexterous foot preſſes the inviſible 

ſprings underneath the floor. The foreign cabi- 

nets directed more than one motion; for theſe 

motions could not be the work of chance. 
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CHAP. .LIX. 


FURIES OF THE/GUILLOTINE. | 


Tus females of the men of the 2d and 8d of 
September, (See the article of Septembriſers,) 
were never out of the galleries in the time 
of the two bloody committees, they ſurrounded 
the ſcaffolds; they brawled in the groups; 
they tucked up their fleeves. the 4th of Praireal 
to aſſaſſinate the conventionaliſts. It was the ſa- 
cred battalion of Philip d' Orleans. 

As the Directors were paſſing in — car- 
riages on the quay of the Louvre, to go to the 
National Inſtitute, the furies of the guillotine 
poured out che moſt infernal exclamations againſt 
them and the conſtitution of ninety- five, regret - 
ting openly Robeſpierre and Dumas. A good 
kind of man, frighted at thoſe vociferations, ſtopt 
a patriot journaliſt, and forcing him to go back 
with him, ſo as that he might be convinced by 
his own ears, ſaid to him afterwards, «© Well, 
« don't you tremble now?” The journaliſt an- 
ſwered, I am more afraid of a king than of this 
“ canaille,” 
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THE, FORTY SOUS. 


Tus cunning of wicked men is as ſuperior to 
the ordinary ſenſe of mankind, as the cunning of 
robbers with picklocks to the prudence of ava- 
rice. The paſſions expreſs themſelves particu- 
larly by the found of the voice; it is diſicult to 
command an inflettion of the throat. I have 
made this reflection on hearing the haranguers of 
the people; they had hoarſe, hard, and brawling 
voices; before I looked at them, 1 divined their 
phyſtognomy. It was a laughable ſight to fee 
ſheriffs' officers and bailifts' followers, transformed 
into orators ; but their ſanguinary logie ſo. tho- 
roughly effaced the abſurdity of their acting, that 
every one ſhuddered at their brutal eloquence, 
for it was the harbinger of impriſonment and 
death. The wickedneſs of man is not fo much 
in the deviations of his reaſon, as in the deficiency 
of ſentiment which ought to ſerve him as a guide. 
Where had theſe haranguers borrowed the confi- 
dence of ſpeaking in * fellows, who knew 
nothing, and who, from their phytical conſti- 
tution, were ſuſceptible. of no ſhame? Their 


countenance never reddened with apprehenſion, 
they 
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they had. not the modeſty of the bes orator. 
Each time they mounted the tribune, they voci- 
ferated like men who, having rejected the ine- 
quality of conditions, had admitted the equality 
of talents. Every diſtrict had then its haranguers, 
who were paid forty ſous as well as the auditors. 
This was the maſter-ſtroke of demagogy: Dan- 
ton was the inventor of it; and he was very ſen- 
ſible, that in taking the workman from his work- 
ſhop or warehouſe, he immediately augmented 
the price of labour, and expoſed the eaſy claſs 
either to be ſilent, and pay, or have their throats 
cut, This invention, treated as ſtrange and ridt- 
culous, was the reſult of reflection deeply malig- 
nant and perverſe; it would have deranged all 
order and all police, but happily old habits u 
the aſcendency. | 


CHAP: LXI. 


2 

Taz word federaliſm was invented by the 

Decemvirs, in order to proſcribe with greater 

ſucceſs, and aſſaſſinate the repreſentatives of the 

people, who had denounced to all France the 

horrible day of the 33ſt May, the epocha of pro- 
| | conſular 
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conſular impudence and fury. The leſs we com- 
prehended the word federaliſt, the greater uſe 

the dictatorial tyrants made of it againſt thoſe 
whom they wiſhed to deſtroy. They never could 
diſcover the remoteſt veſtige of this imaginary fe- 
deraliſm, while their own numerous ſanguinary 

crimes were unhappily too clear and manifeſt. 


« o „ F 
e . 


CHAP. LXII. 


FRATERNAL REPASTS. 


Every perſon, under pain of being ſuſpected, 
under pain of being declared an enemy of equa- 
lity, placed his tablevin the ſtreet to eat in a fa- 
mily-way by the fide perhaps of the perſon whom 
he deteſted or deſpiſed. The rich man diminiſhed 
the ſplendor of his table as much as he could; 
and the poor ruined himſelf, in order.to conceal 
his miſery ; and whilſt he had conſumed through 
pride all the produce of his .week's labour, his 
decent repaſt, made him bluſh by the fide of his 
neighbour, who, in his turn, thought he had be- 
come ſufficiently /ans-culottiſed. Envy on one fide, 
orgies on the other, changed theſe pretended fra- 
ternal ſuppers into bacchanalia ; the diſcontent 
was general, and thoſe who had commanded the 

| citizens 
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citizens to fraternize, denounced all the cowards 
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CHAP: LXIIL. 
or THE CLERGY. 


Lonpox broke with Rome, and made its own 
pope; and the king head of the Engliſh church, 
in ſucceeding the ſucceſſors of St. Peter within 
his own dominions, proved that the pontifical 
chair, though it were not filled by Roman popes, 
was not vacant. It was uniting in the ſame 
hand, the ſceptre and the incenſe pot. | 

Frederic in Pruſſia, invited, welcomed, and en- 
tertaiped all ſects, and they all lived together in 
perfect uuderſtanding. Roman Catholic miniſters, 
Lutherans, Calviniſts, ſupped together, and in- 
vited even the Rabbin, if he was clean dreſſed 
and well informed. The temples of every kind 
of worſhip were built on the ſame plan, and they 
never talked about ane but in their uin 
and in ſermons. 

The Republic of the United States afforded 
the double example of admitting all kinds of 
worſhip, and of exacting that every citizen 

ſhould 
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ſhould follow one according to his choice. We 
have imitated America but in part; lettingevery 
one follow what he likes. We have rejected all 
civil eſtabliſhments of religion; but in avoiding 
one abyſs, we have fallen into another. I wiſh 
very much that I may be deceived on this head. 
When in the Conſtituent Aſſembly, the word 
Civil Conftitution of the Glergy was pronounced, de- 
creeing at the ſame time the liberty of worſhip, 
the clergy ſmiled, and ſaid nothing, they were 
ſenſible what they had gained; and without the 
double miſtake which was afterwards committed, 
the firſt exacting from them a perſonal and cle- 
rical oath, the other their refuſing it, we ſhould 
perhaps have had at this time a clergy very ci- 
villy, very inconſtitutionally, and w_ . ere 
conſtituted. 

But the fear we had of Catholiciſm, the recol- 
lection of the evils it had done us, the idea of its 
intolerance, the maddening fury of its prieſts, ſe- 
cret maſſes, where they caballed againſt the re- 
publican government, every motive determined 
this government to decide that all kinds of wor- 
ſhip ſhould be free, which is to ſay, in other 
words, we will have no worſhip at all. 
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{7 { CONCILIABULES.  , 

TAE Pariſians have wiſhed to imitate the En- 
gliſh, who meet in taverns, and diſcuſs the moſt 
important affairs of the ſtate; but that did not 
take, becauſe every one wiſhed to preſide at theſe 
meetings. There was an inconceivable incohe- 
rence; no union, no ſyſtem characteriſed their 
operations. A ſhort- ſighted politician, iſſuing 


from bis ſhop, or from his contentious office, 


dreamt one thing to- day, another to-morrow ; no 
wonder therefore at the inconſiſtencies and ab- 
ſurdities which emanated fim ſuch aſſemblies. 

Paris ſcandalized at the depredations and de- 
pravity of its kings, at the prodigalities and in- 
ceſtuous conduct of Lewis the XVth, imagined 
that the pureſt ſyſtem of morals was to take place 
without any obſtacle. The bonnet-rouge was the 
ſignal of thoſe new virtues. What a wide and 
fatal miſtake ! this token belonged at firſt exclu- 
ſively to the loweſt claſſes of the Pariſians, and 
from thence ſpread itſelf into the cities of the 
ſecond and third order; and if the republican 
bayonet had not effaced the ſcandal of the bonnet- 
rouge, France would have paſſed down to poſte- 


rity 
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rity. as containing nothing but a pack of cowards: 
But in thoſe days of ſhame and wickedneſs, 'in - 
which every one that poſſeſſed any virtue was 
ſent to the ſcaffold, or lay plunged in dungeons, 
our great generals and brave ſoldiers redeemed 
from ſlavery the foil of France; "WOW was youre 
to become a deſert. A 
But did not the Committee of Public Safety 
make Europe tremble? could one have expected 
ſuch effects from men who compoſed ĩt the greater 
part of the time? No; but it was not they 
who acted, they did great things withòôut know 
ing it, and, if T may uſe the expreſſion, in ſpite 
of themſelves. It was anarchy which, happily 
for France, formed a ſyſtem of reparation at the 
ſame time that it dealt on every ſide its blows for 
deſtruction. All the deſtroyers at this horrible 
period imagined that they were working for 
themſelves alone, while they were labouring for 
the ſalvation of France, puſhed on by an irreſiſ- 
tible force, they did wonders with meanneſs of 
talents, becauſe the mob, in all their tumultuous 
movements, did not perceive they were but in- 
ſtruments. The two bloody Committees were in 
abſolute need of a great number of faiſerrs ; the 
labour of theſe men was neceſſarily proportioned 
to the immenſity of the different objects, and be- 
ſides, they had to earn their money. This aſſo- 
ciation with the government, horrible as it was, 
conſtituted its great force, and by ſerving it as 
executioners, 
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executioners, they were uſeful alſo to. the ma- 
chine, for we beheld marching on the ſame line, 
an army of and keepers and an army of 
bravo. laldiers: PCH e 16 

This is a kind of 9 ad 3 at 
ſome future day, will ſcarcely be able to unra- 
vel: Paris preſented a multitude of looſe, difor- 
derly-fellows, a battalion of cut-throats ; all that 
was cruel, vile, and abominable, but it was force, 
and it is force, which puſhes men on, and Which 
forms by degrees an irreſiſtible vortex which en- 
veloped and drew in every thing. Men, eſtates, 
property, all was ſwept away by this terrible 
hurricane, which ſhook the whole foil of France, 
but which, when placed in front of the enemy, 
became a tornado which drowns; or burns every 
thing that it meets , Happy he, who could ſhelter 
himſelf from the ſtorm, and who was not driven 
from rock to rock by this foaming flood! Ihe 
Chaumettes and Heberts were to open lectures of 
atheiſm at Paris, and he who was not an atheiſt 
would have been indicted for having calumniated 
the people and the Revolution. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP: 1 8 
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LET HIM BE A WOLF. 

Tas ws the m mm of death 1 to the Nor: 
mam and Salic Legiſlators ; Fargus fo, Let him 
be a wolf, and that wherever. he was ſeized, he 
ſhould be killed. This cry was renewed on the 
formation of the Revolutionary Government. 
Condorcet, Vergniaud; Gaudet, and ſeveral other 
republicans; were hunted with the cry of Wolf! 
Wolf! and the Parifians joined in the ſhout, O 
her, they are wwolves, and they all fell the victims 
of this terror. Friends became ſtrangers to each 
other, and all who, like Briſſot and Gorſas, had 
thrown their ideas periodically on paper, in order 
to point out the means of introducing and eſta- 
bliſhing liberty and juſtice amongſt us, were in- 
cluded under a general anathema, which had its 
ſource in a royaliſt ſpirit at Paris, and which is a 
conſtant inmate in the dirty offices of notaries, 
old procureurs, and whatever compoſes the law 
tribe, habitually cowards, and whoſe ſpirit was 
never any other than that of chicane. 

The people were told, that they would never 
be free till every thing was deſtroyed ; and the 


burgher ſaw with pleaſure the deſtruQtion of the 
2 noble, 
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noble, becauſe he counted on putting himſelf in 
his place. The poor Pariſians, without knowing 
it, leagued themſelyes with the foreign enemy, 
from not being able to difcoyer the plots of the 
royaliſts within. They miſtook ſedition for po- 
licy, and death for juſti ce. 

Famine and uſury had taken poſſeſſon . Pa- 
ris, and the city was on the point of being over- 


turned; the Conſtituent Aſſembly committed the 


horrible miſtake of authorizing nme 
annulling the laws againſt-uſury. .' Eb 
Club was formed againſt club, this wii 
We diſeord and fury, known amongſt the 
antients under the name of ſodalitia and ſynods, 
but ſo ſeverely defended by the wiſdom of the 
Roman laws, and which Thucydides has "MINE 
obſereed; were the focuſſes of ſeditioͤn. 


Ihe ſocial ſyſtem was ſhaken to its very baſe; 


nl it is a miracle that Paris has not witneſſed its 
utter ruin; nothing was read for a long time but 
writers hired to corrupt the mind of the public, 
to perplex and palſy all the ſprings of the body 
politic, to lead this light and ignorant people 
aſtray, on whom the blows which faction aimed 
at the ſtate have always ultimately fallen. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXVI. 


„ 

Tas ſong, which is not a model of poetry, 
but which has afforded a ſtriking example of the 
power of muſic, preſided over the labours af the 
Clamp de Mars, and excited Kar * in 
every theatre. 20 

No blood had been ſhed at this peviee. 5 the 
love of the Revolution was then unallayed, the 
energy it had excited was pure, no idea of mur- 
der had defiled it, and ga ire was the univerſal 
chorus. Libertiniſm had vainly attempted to 
profane this expreſſion; this pleaſantry, though of 
ordinary taſte, was too juſtly appreciated, not to 
remain fixed to its true ſenſe; Ca ira, liberty will 
be efablifhed ; and in ſpite: of tyrants, all will go well. 


8 The word ga irs was alſo reſpe&table from its origin; we 
borrowed it from the celebrated Franklin; it was his favourite 
expreſſion during the heat of the American revolution. | 


i 
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CHAP. LXVIL. 
(THE FORTUNE-TELLER. 


Or what uſe are books, academies, inſtitutes, 
the labours of philoſophy; all thoſe floods of light 

which have embelliſhed and which ſtill embelliſ 
our own times? Theſe rays have not penetrated 
the maſs of the people, they are always the ſame, 
the ſame ſuperſtition beſets them, nor have he 
loſt a ſingle point of their old errors. 

What was called good company were the 
dupes of Caglioſtro and Meſmer, two impudent 
quacks, who inſulted the firſt rudiments of ſound 
phyſics ; notwithſtanding which, they did not the 
leſs pocket the money of good company, while 
the good company werè laughing at thoſe who in 
the ſtreets purchaſed for two ſous the little pack- 
ets of thoſe who ſold orvictan. The Canadian ſa- 


vages conſult conjurors and witches, and believe 


in the predictions of their junglers. The people 
of Paris are ſcarcely more advanced: like the ſa- 
vages, they have their junglers, whom they alſo 


conſult, and whoſe oracles they revere, of which 


I am convinced from my own knowledge. 
In the Rue d'Anjou, near the ſtreet formerly 
called Dauphine, No. 1773, in the firſt floor, lives 
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one of our moſt celebrated fortune-tellers./ He 
is called Martin, and affects the Italian accent. 
There this new Trophonius delivers his oracles ; 
there, in ſhort, he has fixed his ſybillite cavern. 
The entrance is by a little court, which, as well 
as the ſtair-caſe, is filled with perſons of both 
ſexes and all ages, who have the air of ſouls. in 
torment, and who form a queue to wait their turn 
for the deciſion of the fortune- teller. 15 
There I have ſeen feathered ladies, well areſ- 


ſed young men, with a ſerious air. 1 have. con- 


ſidered with aſtoniſhment their. countenances 
ſtreaked with ſigns of fear and hope, and for a 
moment thought myſelf on the threſhold of purga- 
tory. | nnn 
In my turn I reached, but not without ſome 
difficulty, the ſeat of the oracle. I had figured to 
myſelf a man of lofty ſtature and white + beard, 
eyes inflamed, a prophetic tone, ſuch as Caglioſ- 
tro aſſumed, and ſuch as he had taken with me 
at Straſbourg when I laughed in his face from the 
groteſque appearance he made in his pompous 
geſtures* ; but Martin, the oracle, is a man with- 
out legs, with crutches by his fide, and who, on 
the leaſt movement, ſeizes them with an incredi- 
ble alacrity, and draws after him his two caſed» 
up thighs into his narrow and dirty apartment. 


He was then in the ſuite of Cardinal Necllace, whoſe adven- 
ture, by rendering the Court of France 3 broke the ſpell 


of the French people. | 
R 2 | He 
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He 4 a pack of cards in his hands, a grele geb⸗ 
graphical chart covered his table. He has g gay, 
firm, and ſtedfaſt air: he ſuſtains your look with 
the moſt complete aſſurance. * Two kinds of 
clerks go out and in continually to announce the 
company. No one ſmiles in this ſanctuary, and 
even 1 had loſt the deſire in contemplating f6 
many figures half thunderſtruck, and who did not 
ſeem diſpoſed- to jeſt on the oracles which they 
had juſt received. They were ſeated in a large 
and old elbow chair. He intetrogates them in 
. whiſpers, and mutters to every one his ſentence. 
He places his finger on the geographical chart, 
and this appeared to me to be the inſtant of the 
moſt ſolemn revelations. 

Joy ſparkles in his eyes at ſeeing fo welt; 
crowd of votaries. He cuts and ſhuffles his cards 
continually, infomuch that they are become quite 
greaſy. He ſeems attentively fixed on his cards, 
waits for your firſt word, and then caſts his eyes 
towards the floor. Meanwhile money ſhowers 
on his table. I am certain, from the informas 
tion I have received, that he does not make lefs 
than ſix or ſeven louis a-day; for the pooreſt 
becomes prodigal when he wiſhes to penetrate 
the darkneſs of deſtiny. When Martin is offered 
only twelve ſous, he throws away the piece with 
contempt, and exclaims, with an air of dignity, 
Go, conſult the fortune-tellers of the Pont. Neuf and 
the Raffpee, The enquirer bluſhes, and. preſents 

a larger 
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a larger piece. No, never did any departed 
French academician of Paris ſet himſelf at a greater 


diſtance from a country academician. Though 


he gains a great deal of money, his den has al- 


ways the air of a garret. He knows that he 
ſhould be no longer conſulted if he lived in a neat 
and well furniſhed apartment. He has very pro- 
perly gueſſed, that the people never give faith to 


a prophetic ſpirit, unleſs it be in a place. which 


has an air of ſomething like diſorder. He often 
raiſes his voice, and when his terrible decrees are 
pronounced, he makes a ſign, and the 1 We 


withdraws. 


There no one laughs at his lady 3 with 
uncovered brow and timid air each one advances 
towards the myſterious table. They come away 
meditating on the words which have been pro- 
nounced, and never affect an entire diſbelief. 
Whoever is inclined to laugh or ſmile, endeavgurs 
to conceal the propenſity. I was placed at length 
in front of the legleſs prophet. I did not conſult 
the oracle on fortune or paſt eyents, but he ſpoke 
to me, after I had ſaid a few words to him, of 
his great celebrity, and of his-numerous and daily 
viſits which, for a long time, had been uninter- 
rupted. He was obliged to work at ſuch a deftiny 


for two or three days, while two minutes were 


ſufficient for ſuch another. He poſſeſſed: this pro- 
phetic ſecret from his father, to whom it had 
been bequeathed, and ſucceſſively from time im- 
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membrial. For what objects are you moſt cn» 
monly conſulted 2 © For robberies,” he anſwer- 

dc, © for marriages, for goods loſt, for affairs of 
= * gallantry; but there is only myſelf for robbe- 
« ries,” he rejoined, with a commanding kind of 
voice. The police itſelf conſults me, and Iam 
« always' the firſt to indicate the place where ay 
* robber has fled.” 

At theſe extraordinary words I remained dumb! 
* The police conſults you?” —* Yes,” replied he, 
with an affirmative tone, © for there is only me for 
* robberies;” and Italianizing his accent, he enter: 
ed into details which prolonged our converſation, 
The aſſurance of his phyſiognomy did not vary, 
and he had the tone and language of a ſoldier, 
4 who recounts his proweſs. But what moſt ſtruck 
my obſerving eye was, that no one ſeemed aſham- 
ed of having come to this place to enquire his 
fate. i | | 
A train of reflections took poſſeſſion of my | 
mind. ls this anxiety,” thought I, © founded 
“on ſome happy chances, on ſome ambiguities 
<-adroitly preſented, and received with eagerneſs 
<« by the well-wiſhing auditor ? Or, i is it not rather 
te due to the fearful imagination of man?” 

Martin did not explain himſelf on the primary 
cauſes which brought him ſuch a concourſe of 
people, for he could not ſpeak to you on the 
leaſt queſtion in metaphyſics or morals ; but he 
ſeems to be in the firm Perſuaſion that material 
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ſigns announce and precede the events ore | 
and regards the forms which he employs as ma? 
thematical truths. This prophet is an jgnoramus 
of the firſt order, endowed with a moſt tranquil 
ſtock of impudence. Vou can ſound him on 
nothing: nature has formed him with a conſti- 
tution for quackery in the higheſt degree. It is 
not an amuſement with him, not even a profeſ- 
ſion; quacking is innate with him, and we are 
leſs aſtoniſhed at his ſucceſs when we have well 
read on his face the real or affected e 
lity of his mind. | 
He has a Ho very young, 8 hom be 
uſes great ſeverity; and the tone which he em- 
ploys ſhews, that from whatever country he 
comes, he is a ſtranger to every kind of educa- 
tion. Nevertheleſs, he is not deficient in polite-- 
neſs: he makes diſtinctions, and with ſuch ad- 
dreſs, that he takes with each the language which 
he ought to hold, Is he not a true quack! | 
His houſe is not empty a ſingle day in the 
week. On Sundays alone he never receives a 
one. Sunday is. his day of recreation : on Sunday 
he gets into a good carriage, forbids any one 
to follow him, and returns home very late. 
One would ſuppoſe that he went to air his pro- 
phetic ſpirit in the country, ſee his friends, and 
perhaps laugh with them at Pariſian credulity. 
am nevertheleſs inclined to believe that he is 
himſelf the dupe to a certain point of the ſorcery 
he 
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he deals in. It was thus that Bades really:-be- 
1 :cirtbiedegmie 40d; myſteries, 


| Becauſe he had a good biſhoprick, but he allowed 


himſelf not to believe the whole the reaſon, is, 


that one has always a little faith for fortune. 


Martin is acquainted neither with the fates of 
Dotlona'nor thoſe of Preneſte, neither with the 
fortes M irgiliauæ, nor thoſe of Homer, nor the mo- 
dern lots of the ſaints, when the firſt words that 
are heard chanted on entering a church are taken 
for a divine annunciation, a heavenly prophecy. 
He embarraſſes himſelf very little to know if 
the Egyptian man, the Egyptian woman, the Bo- 
hemian man, and the Bohemian woman, have 
read or ſtill reads fortunes in his mode. He 


calls himſelf the unique, as a ſprig of literature 


thinks bimfelf the firſt man in the world the day 


that his ranting tragedy is firſt brought on the 


The difaſtrous time we have paſſed through, 
and the ftorms of the revolutions may probably 
have driven this crowd to Martin; but it appears 
that he is very ſparing in finiſter predictions, 
which is probably a matter of calculation with 
bim, becauſe people pay leſs willingly for bad 
fortune than for good, or perhaps the diſappoint- 
ed enquirer might take it into his head to revenge 
the ſeverity of the onacle on the Mata of the oor 


phet, 


Who 
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Who would have told ten years ſince to more 
chal fix thouſand men, that they ſhould be be · 
headed on the ſcaffold ! They would have re- 
plied, * Oh! we are not noble enough ſor that,” 
eee alone would hers IE from 
| vanity, en * 2 
> Wend bo buiious! to know if Guillotin, in his 
youth, ever conſulted a fortune-telſer or any divi- 
ner; and, in ſhort, if he has had any idea of his 
new and terrible immortality. ' Suppoſe a necro- 
mancer had ſaid to him thoſe words: © Thow 
falt be a phyſician, and thy name feminized ſhall = 
* cure of the ils of life a frortion of mankind.” 
What would Guillotin have thought of _ am- 
phibological words. 

Martin never preſents ſcaffolds in nerſpettive. 
Are they then for ever levelled? May Martin 
not be deceived? and yet we know what would 
—— theſe ſcaffolds ſprout up again amongſt 
us. ly want a deſcent ſomewhat more 
rapid to . vileſt, moſt wretched, and moſt 
ſhameful of human ſaperſtitions, deſpotiſm. -You 
underſtand me, but Martin is acquainted neither 
with the hiſtory of England, nor the Revolutions 
of Rome; but\ſhuffling and turning his. jen de 
tarots in his hands, he enters into no political rea- 
ſoning. 

Struck with all that I had ſeen, ** ſcarcely 
able to recover from my ſurprize, I ſaid to myſelf, 
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How is it poſſible for mankind: to be ſo de- ] 


lous, becauſe he is prodigiouſly feeling, and there- 


fore naturally ſuperſtitious, becauſe the leaſt you 
of his exiſtence is the preſent. 27 

But admitting, ſince to vel well we aud 
150 the round of the circle; admitting that 


there is ſomething real in this Kind of divination; 
if, in ſhort; there exiſts certain unknown rules to 


perceive the future, as we have methods to fix 
the paſt; if we had near us a hidden thermo- 
metor to diſcover the moſt ſecret actions, ought 


we not then to burn all our volumes, ſhut up our 
academies, and laugh at the crowd of writers? 
Martin's cards would be the divinatory book, the 


book par excellence; for it is from want of fore - 


knowledge that we commit ſo many errors and fo 
many miſtakes. 2 
The quack ſometimes performs a cure, and 
to the great aſtoniſhment of the phyſician. The 
men of genius whom I have met with in the 
courſe of my life were not thoſe who have ap- 
peared in print. The mechanician ſhrugs up his 
ſhoulders when you ſpeak to him of the geome- 
trician. Vaucanſon ſaid, I will make you'a 
« geometrician with the end of my walking-ſtick.” 
The ſhepherd reads in the ſky the different 
changes of the ſeaſons, without having recourſe 
to the leſſons of Lalande. The ſpiders, it is a 
fact, led us to take Holland. Every thing is 
myſtery and darkneſs; and if, as I believe, there 
| is 
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is nothing but quackery in fortune · reading Mar- 


tin at leaſt knows, and even perceives more than 
all the philoſophers together, that folly is and 
ever will be the attribute of the multitude, ſince 


the enquring crowd reſort without ceafing to the | 


legleſs man, whilſt no perſon conſults _—_ Mon- 
teſquieu or Rouſſeau, 


As all the morality of the Parifans is contained 


in Chaulieu and Bareme, they are protoundly 
immerſed in nothing but their pleaſure and ſtock- 
jobbing, which they decorate with the name of 
commerce. 'The Jewiſh ſpirit is called the ſpirit 
of buſineſs, Aﬀetted by the lighteſt loſſes, their 
mercenary calculations are fixed on the loweſt 
mercantile operations; and as robbery and theft 
are what is moſt common among them, it is alſo 


what they are moſt in fear of. This is the rea- 
ſon why they repair continually to Martin, who, 
on his fide, has very well judged that -he ought 


to hold himſelf out as the moſt expert of conju- 
rors in caſe of robbery. He will not change his 
habitation, ſince it is at Paris that he ought to 
ſhuffle his cards, on account of the numberleſs 
thefts that are committed, and for nearly the ſame 
reaſon as an oculiſt gave me. ©& I am going to 


« leave Paris,” ſaid he, © becauſe diſeaſes of the 


eyes are much more frequent in the cantons 
* bordering on the ſea, on account of the wind 
« blaſts. I am going, therefore, to ſettle in one 
© of thoſe quarters,” 
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If we recolle&t. that our Martin is without 


legs, that he is in poſſeſſion of the buſt of Aſmo- 
deus, we ſhall be leſs aſtoniſhed at the reputation 
he enjoys. Conjurers, Sybils, and Pythoniſts, have 
been always repreſented under ſtrange figures. 


We love to unite an extraordinary thing to an ex- 


traordinary being. A handſome conjurer would 
never make a fortune. The lame devil will do 
well in any country. I recollect that there were 


at the doors of Notre-Dame two offerers of the 


holy water: one was horribly hump- backed, and 
the other without legs. The eye of the believer 
heſitated on entering; eighteen out of twenty 


the little half-formed man, ſeated. the whole of 
him in his wooden porringer *; he enjoyed a * 
ed preference for thirty years. 


* The women particularly, more tnder, or more curious 
and who have no idea of a man without lego w were the moſt libe- 


ral ig the diſtribution of their altns. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


CITIZEN, ö 7 . 


Tas late king! J rather: was 8 . 
and we were all of us therefore plagiariſts, or 
uſurpers. Great occaſions to ſtrike at terms in 


daily uſe are rare. Every one called himſelf Mon- 
ſieur, and in this imaginary equality the poor and 


indigent confoled themſelves, when they heard 
that the rich was called 1 the ſame name as 
themſelves. 

There was but a ſtep to make from Monkieur 
to Monſeigneur, and its dependencies ; and be- 
hold all at once what a revesſe ! what a frightful 
chaos! The word Monſieur is fled with all the 
protocole of mo/? humbles, ofs eſteem, perfect efteem, 
obedient fervants, moſi obedients, firofound reſects, 
very profound, the moſt profound, reaching the bot- 
tom of the page; and, O ſacrilege! the ward ci- 
tizen has b their place. 

Et il ha 1 un mortel aſſez vain, 


Qu'il pretend egaler un Citoyen Romain? 
CORNEILLE, 


* 


But many people have avoided, and ſtill avoid, 


1 ufe of this ſhort and fimple expreſſion, | 
| Citizen, 
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Citizen. They alledge, that it has been given 
us in a baptiſm of blood. We may reply, that 
at the ſame time the wearied axe was called the 
| fword of juſtice, the iron of the laws : ſhall we, 
therefore, eraſe from our vocabulary the words 
law and juſtice ? Pho 
This is the word which is moſt Sting 1 to the 

ear of ariſtocracy; but in ſpite of all its efforts, 
its lamentations, and its ſarcaſms, this is become 
the ſurname of French liberty, and will only pe- 
riſh with it. Why? Becauſe N N _ 
been done to annul it. i; 
" Madame la Marquiſe, Madame J. Rehevine Me 
dame la Prevote des Marchands, Madame la Notai- 
reſſe, have an attack of the nerves when they are 
addreſſed by the name of Citoyenne inſtead. of 
Lady ; but we'muſt run that riſk, fince we may 
predict that the uſe of the word Monſieur, ſub- 
ſtituted at preſent for that of citoyen, would be 
ſufficient to overturn the republic; the force of 'a 
little exertion is incaleulable, when it is habitu- 
ally and daily repeate. 5 * 
| The legiſlator has found the means 56 chaſtiſing 

ſelf-love, and on' this point I find that it has gain- 
ed great advantages. In vain do the Engliſh af- 
fect, when they pronounce our names, to join the 
title of Monſieur with them. We will have this 
title no longer, we will uſe our war-name, which 
proved that we had no longer a king. The title 
of French Citizen will make all the potentates 
turn pale, and this is what we require. 


CHAP. 


p 
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CHAP. LXIX. 
To COUNTER-REVOLUTIONIZE. 


Arx the time when the Monarchiſts A the 
report that the Auſtrian troops were threatenirlg 
our frontiers with an invaſion, a wag ſaid, that the 
courtizannes, or ladies of the court (which is the 
ſame thing), waited with impatience for the Tal- 
paches and the German Pandours, in order to 
throw themſelves into their arms, 2 e 
revolutionize at their eaſdGf. 

We may well imagine, that this og danke 
always the ſenſe which the ladies of the court at- 
tach to it, in the ardour of their ariſtocraticſm. 
It ſigniſies in the dictionary of the Anti-Patriots, 
forming the project, and trying the means of anni- 
hilating the Revolution, which has annihilated 
them. 
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CHAP. LXX. 


BELL. 


Ir is the inſtrument with which the Preſident 
of an aſſembly calls the members to order, when 
bis geſtures and his cries are not ſufficient to 
command ſilence. The bell does not always ſuc- 
ceed in reſtoring that tranquillity which ought to 
reign amongſt men charged with the execution 
ol the moſt important and moſt auguſt of all funo- 

tions, that of making laws for the glory l 

pineſs of a whole nation. . 4 
This epigram was made againſt the deputy 

of a department fruitful in mules. * 


Quand Foucaut Chabron 8 LT 
Sont une fois a la tribune; 

Rien ne peut les en rappeller. 

En vain la ſonnette les preſſe; 

Le trio s abſtine a beugler. 

Ces Meſſieurs- li ſont d'une eſpòce 
Que la ſonnette fait aller. 
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Catal ebene now: in i e 
not know what that is. I wiſh for the good of 
mankind that all nations may likewiſe become ac- 
quainted with it, as we have been. 

The greater part of our colours have 8 
device. Here are ſome of them: On that of the 
diſtrict of the Capuchins of Paris are theſe words, 

Ve vill be ſhaved by no pne, An inſcription leſs 

waggiſh, but more civic, is that written on the 

colours of another cifiri, No othiy eee ee A 


* a TASET 


NATIONAL COCKADE. 


: 


Cr: inn definition is in your hat. The 
day that Antoinetta of Auſtria ſaw the king te- 
turn from Paris to Verſailles, with the national 
cockade in his hat, the ſaid, 1 did not imagine 1 
had married a roturier. | | 
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Our anceſtors,” ſays one of our writers, 
* would never have gueſſed that national cockade 
would ever have become the title of a journal.” 
But how many things are there that our  ancef- 


| / | tors never would have gueſſed. at. | 
The national cockade will make the tour of the warld. 


| | Theſe words are become proverbial, and the 
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F IMPARTIALISTS. | 

: | 5 Kae was the name given at (the wana 

= of the Revolution to thoſe men who, having no F 
1 | ideas of their own, did not venture to adopt 

; i thoſe of others, for fear of committing themſelves, 
by and who finiſhed by being the laughing-ſtock of b 
. | every party. | | 
4 | Some perſons were embarraſfed, or affected to : 
be ſo (in 1789) to know how much fix and fix | 
[ made. They addreſſed themſelves to a deputy c 


of the Cote Gauche, who en Sir, AND 40 
SIX MAKE TWELVE, 

He who hears but one ide — ke 
exclaimed a thinker. © Let us hear a Deputy of 


the Cote Droit.” The queſtion was propoſed 
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to this honourable Member, who, after having 
maturely reflected, en Six and fix make 


« fourteen,” 
New embarraſſments. A Member of the mid- 
dle of the Aſſembly is conſulted. 


* How many,” he aſks, © did the left fide fel 
« you C Troelve.”—* And how many the right?” 

—* Fourteen.” —“ In this caſe fix and 5 make * 
te teen. n that I am RE? "x 


CHAP. LXXIV.., ©. 


SENSIBLERIE. b 


Sou time before the Revolution, the people | 


of bon ton had adopted a certain ſentimental philoſo- 
phy, which was the art of excuſing themſelves 


from being virtuous. This philoſophy had its 
jargon, its ſenſibility, its accent, its geſtures even 


aſſimulated paſſion, tender modulations, affettion- 
ate expreſſions, which compoſed the exterior of 


perſons of good company at the recital of an im- 


moral action, or the misfortunes of virtue, have 
affixed to this feigned and barren Rey the 
name of Is: | 
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BY wa ENGRAVING. 
Ir engineers had been ordered to take the Baf- 
tille, they would have traced lines, they would 


have attacked according to the preſcribed rules, 
and the royal caſtle would yet be ſtanding. The 
Pariſians took it into their heads that the moment 
was come for taking poſſeſſion of the Baſtille, and 


they took poſſeſſion; they made every countenance 
at the court turn pale; a lantern became the 
grave of deſpotiſm, and a pike the ſignal of li- 
berty. Not a word was faid at St. Denis, where 
lay the camp prepared to ſlaughter us not a 
word at Mont Martre, from whence the cannon 
was to have thundered. In ſhort, not a ſyllable 
any where; and the noble, enamoured of his 
rank, and who deſignated the Deity only by the 
title of the Nobleman on high, took flight, counting 
nevertheleſs on his return with all the nobility. of 


Europe. 


An engraving was exhibited at the time, which 
was diſtinguiſhed amidſt the crowd of thoſe which 
covered the walls of Paris. It repreſented a bar- 


| ber's ſhop, in which were aſſembled cuſtomers of 


different 
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different ranks: underheath was written, 1 have 
clergy, I comb the heads of the MW and dreſs to per- 
feftion the Tiers Etat. 

A ci-devant Seigneur faid to one of his de 
vant vaſſals, Allons, mon pauvre Mathurin, 
« we are equal, we may eat out of the ſame plat- 
ter. — Ah, Monſieur, anfwered the peaſant, 
we ſhall never ſmoke at the ſame pipe! 

Drink ratifiat of Orleans, and riquique*, and re- 
member that the oldeſt is ws he Tun ere 
was in WY Wes mouth, 76 | 
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CHAP. LXXVI. 
DECREE. | 


Tuis word was formerly never found but in 
monkiſh works, or ſuch as were compoſed by 
churchmen. | 

It is only the repreſentatives of the people who 
are permitted to make decrees; the other conſti- 
tuted authorities make arretès; the communes 
make addreſſes ; the citizens make petitions. | 

The Convention make decrees, the Legilabye 
Body makes only laws. | 


* For Riquetti, the family name of Mirabeau. 
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Turs is tb e by the SST the 


members of a faction who erected themſelves into 


a ſociety, with a biſhop for a preſident; to labour 
in common, to gather up the wrecks of the mo- 
narchy. A Member of this Monarchian Club 
wrote to one of his correſpondents : * My friend, 
I ſhall not die contented till I have drank the 


< blood of a patriot.” Such was the kind of plea 


ſure of theſe Monarchians, who called CO 


by the name of en, 
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CHAP. LXXVIII. 


ERKRIBBAN DSE. 
„ine DF 


FP ii 


| A x1ND of halter of all ſorts of colours, witn 
which thoſe who call themſelves ſovereigns tie their 
flaves, in order to be ſure of their obedience. 

We have ſeen at Paris a little German ſove- 
reign, who had made a ſhop of a, priſon. where 
he was confined, for debt, and ſold poppy rib- 
bands, broad and narrow, at reaſonable prices, to 
adventurers or fools. It was called the order of 
Limburg. How diſtant from the three · coloured 
ribband which the free Frenchman wears with an 
honeſt pride. 

In order to ſeparate the garden of * chateau 
of the Tuilleries, which Louis occupied, from the 
terrace of the Feuillants, where the public aſſem- 
bled, the people had extended along the terrace 
a ſimple ribband, which barrier was reſpected, 
and which effect a cannon would not have pro- 
duced. The reaſon was, that the people obeyed 
a law which they had impoſed on themſelves, 
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ys; ted 
CHAP. /LXXIX.” 
EMISSARIES. | 


Apron ſcoundrels, whom Geert -courts 
threw amongſt us, and whom they keep in pay. 
They ſurprize our ſecrets, careſs our palſions.” I 
you are weak, they praife your Prudence; if you 
are prudent, they accuſe you of 'weaknefs. They 
call your courage raſhneſs, your juſtice cruelty. 
If you are mild towards them they complain 
openly; if you threaten them, they conſpire ſe- 
cretly. Yeſterday they aſſaſſinated the defenders 
of the country, to-day they mix in their funeral 
pomp, and aſk divine honours for them, wateh- 
ing the moment when they m 26 _ 
| who moſt reſemble them. | 


; CHAP. LXXX. 


KNIGHTS OF THE POIGNARD. 


Tuts was the name given to a band of ruffians 
wearing the croſs of St. Louis, who, on the 23d of 
ebm 1791, repaired to the chateau of the 
a Tuilleries 
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Tuilleries to carry off Capet, and urho were Uri, 
ven away ignominiduſly by the Natibnal G uatd- 
Colonel D. was caned by a National Guard, 
formerly his valet - de- chambre. Why did you 
give the gentleman a blow?” faid his captain! 
« Give!” replied the ſoldier; L. didi aut anos 
only returned what he. bad lent me —ꝙ F 
Another of theſe gentlemen, Who had inch 

wedeln treated; the ſame day, being ſome days 
after at the opera, his friends made him their 
compliments of condolence. Mardien ! ex+ 
claimed he, tie kicks. I receiuid on my breech will 
© never go out of ny back anh National Gd 

gta She ing 
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CHAP. LXXXI. 


"TRIBUNE. 


Trar of our National Aſſembiy will be as ce- 
lebrated by poſterity as the tribunes occupied by 
Demoſthenes and Cicero at Athens and at Rome. 
If I was not afraid of being accuſed” of national 
vanity, I would affirm that it will be, and that it 
will deſerve to be much more ſo, from the real 
eſtabliſhment of man in his rights, which all na- 
tions are going to acknowledge. 


This 
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This -benefit towards humanity- vin obtai 
homage in all times and all places Si STR gs 
Before the Revolution, the crimes of high trea- 
ſon then known, were of two ſorts, divine and 


human. He who with an iron glove gave a blow 


to the Pope, was guilty of divine high-treaſon. 
The unfortunate La Tide, becauſe he had dif: 


pleaſed Pompadour, was guilty of human high- 


treaſon. We now conſider as à crime of national 
high-treaſon, all n mem 
happineſs of the French Republise. 

I will not ſpeak of thoſe ſtrokes dee 
which have ſo often ſparkled in this tribune. 
Europe has read, and reads every day, what ig 
ſaid there, and we may compare it to a volcano 
which throws out flames, ſtones, and ſmoke ; but 
this yolcano is, if I may uſe the expreſſion, in per- 
petual exploſion, and its fides are inexhauſtible. 
As it has undergone a prodigious change in the 
preſent circumſtances, our eloquence has taken a 


new character. It has not, indeed, the acade- 


mical tone, nor taſte, nor purity of ſtyle, but there 
has been an overflow of ideas of every kind, of 
knowledge, and of new views, a ſort of impetuo- 
ſity which is found amongſt no other people; in 
ſhort, a multitude of talents which had ſomething 
hard and ruſtic, but which were ſuitable: to poli- 
tical order, and while morality. had its eclipſes, 
eloquence, properly _— had its oa 
alſo. - "x4 


The 


— 
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The ipte!of:the — ⁵ꝛ1m all 3 


ſtate of nature, ſo much had men changed their 
logic, their language, and their former ideas. 


No orator admitted of her" eee e as 


he thought fit to impoſe on himſelf. H 

There is more of mind in a free at. 
the people are better inſtructed; or at leaſt they 
are more bold in the developement of theit 
ideas: beſides, a ſingle citizen uniting diffetent 
profeſſions, his genius is fed by them, it has more 
fecundity and reſouroe. We ſtill behold; with 
aſtoniſhment, enterprizes and monuments of little 
republics comparable to thoſe of the greateſt 
kingdoms. If any one has been aſtoniſhed! at it, 
he has never felt the ſentiment of liberty; he does 
not divine what he can effect with the feebleſt 
means. And what then will be the deſtiny of 
the French Republic, which has begun by mak- 
ing the ra of the repreſentative governments, 
which cultivates the nurſery garden of all future 
republics, and which, confirming and ſtrengthen- 
ing the dignity of man, will reconcile the human 
race to the regards of angels. 

What remains to the omnipotence of the Crea- 
tor to do, in order to render man as perfect as he 
ought? Nothing, unleſs" it be to leave him the 
merit of the choice of liberty, after having ni 
ed him with the ſentiment of it. 

The Swiſs return always to the borders of their 
lakes, becauſe they there enjoy a ſort of liberty, 


which, 
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which, though imperfett, is ſuperior: to that AY 
many other people, very different : in that from 
the Gaſcons, who quit their country very willing 


ly with the intention of never going back again. 


Henceforth the French will only make viſits to 


other countries, but ill find none more admira- 
ble © ara IONS oyyn countty, as well as its govern- 


L Here . bye Ant 


Let us judge by theprofocid ſighs, the groans, 
e of our emigrants. They ſhall never 
aſcend that tribune / where the voice of Him 
whom they treated with contempt will be heard, 
where it will immortalize his name, and where 
(what'is more ſoothing to conceive) it may in- 
creaſe the ſplendor and happineſs of a country. 
Who is not an orator? Who does not dream 


of being an orator, after this great and happy per- 


ſpective? Thus it is who ſhall exerciſe himſelf 
in the art of ſpeaking in clubs, in patriotic ſo- 
cieties, and even in literary circles,” where they 
imitate the fundtion of the Legiſlative Body with 
a preſident, a bell, and ſecretaries, and where 
they aſk leave to ſpeak, make motions, amend- 
ments, and conſult the majority; and where, as in 
great aſſemblies, the minority, always more active, 
more obſtinate, and more nearly connected, gain 
the queſtion the next day. But alas! in the ſame 
tribune, the eagle, armed with his thunders, and 
the owl ſtupidly flittering with his wings, have 
appeared on the ſame day, and ſometimes by the 
5 ſide 
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fide of each other. Mirabeau and: Laurent Le- 
cointre have alike made their voice heard. Re- 
publicaniſm has ſpoken by the organs of Ver- 
ginaud and Gaudet, royaliſm by thoſe of Vau- 
blanc and Dumolard. Royaliſm, under every 
maſk, has diſhonoured the tribune of the French 
Senate, it has reſounded with the vociferations of 
thoſe perverſe men who have lighted there the 
torches which they have thrown far among towns 
and into the country. There they have given the 
ſignal of fanaticiſm; there they have dared to le- 
gitimate the aſſaſſinations of the South; there, in 
ſnort, they have meditated on beginning the great 
trial of the revolution and of liberty. 

It was ſullied in Praireal by the impure remains 
of Marat; and but for the epocha of the 13th 
Vendemiaire, the anti-republicans would have bat 
niſhed the ſigns of liberty. f 

The tribune was the lying ph of thoſe 
who attacked and defended liberty. Impudence 
and folly here triumphed for a day, but the next 
they were overthrown. Perfidy and cunning have 
been unmaſked at the moment when they count- | 
ed with moſt certainty on putting us unden ſub- 
jection | 0 

The ſtruggle on that ſpot was | conſtant, tert 
ble, and great; the intrepidity of crime gave 
force to the energy of virtue. Neither falſehood, 
nor falſe attacks, nor threats, nor the violence of 
the conſpirators, ever intimidated the courageous 
enemies 
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enemies of the monarchy. ' In vain did the ſprings 


of republican government relax themſelves: the 


government reſumed its force and its majeſty, and 
triumphed over the orators of royaliſm, who were 
cruſhed: as much by the weight of talent as of vir- 
ture, and when there remained but a few legi- 
flators faithful to the cauſe of the people, ſud- 
denly the republican genius oppoſed a reſiſtance 
of which the hiſtory of no nation furniſhes an 


example. It ' commanded the 18th FruQtidor, 


which became one of the moſt glorious as well as 
one of the moſt aſtoniſhing epochas of our liberty. 
It is from this tribune proceeded that voice which 
in the ſpace of fix years has created ſoldiers and 
generals, the conſtant friends of victory: it is this 
powerful voice which has organized the Great 
Nation, and which has given it a majeſtic baſis, 
by exalting every kind of courage. Such are 
the prodigies emanated from the tribune, and 
which have expiated the diſcourſes of thoſe ſlaves 
either ſtruck with contempt, or thrown far from 
us by exile. If the hearts of the people ſhould 
become lukewarm, or ſhould feel no more of that 
ſacred fire which animated ſo often thoſe who 
have ſaid, No, never; we will never compoſe. 
with tyranny; if the leaſt doubt reſpecting our 
glorious deſtinies could for a moment ſhake the 
courage of the French, it would be from this tri- 
dune that again would iſſue the cry which n 
render to man his natural dignity. . 


CHAP. 


CHAP. 'LXXXH. ad l 5 Wis | 


- + FORCED LAX. 


Tas definition of this word was written on 
the frowning brow of every rich man. Under the 
old regime, the opulent nobles never lay with 
their wives. but the} firſt night of their marri- 
age, in order to have an heir. They conſidered. 
it as a, mania worthy of what they called the 
Bourgeoisie, the deſire of muh their fa - 

mily. | 
The forced A a . e It has called 
the opulent nobility ; and even the rich Bourge- 
viſe, who were always aping the former, to the 
ſentiments of nature. It is now who ſhall pro- 
duce moſt children, in order to contribute the leaſt 
poſſible. And who doubts that the wives of theſe 
gentlemen will not contribute by all poſſible 
means to ſecond their views x F 


„FT ubis refers to the firſt forced loan. 0 
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e ee en rr enn r. 


e an had nn ig now. come to 


pass. "Fhe ****: Cabinet has ſought, to avenge 


itſelf for the loſs of its ancient. colonies, and hay 
appeared to eſpouſe the cauſe of Louis the X Vith 
only the better to betray it. He who does not 


- ſeize the thread will loſe himſelf in che tortuous 
labyrinth of fo. many contradiQory facts; this Ca 
|  binet took advantage of the credulous itbecility 


of Orleans. Indifferent to all parties, U fa- 
voured-every thing which could produce and " 
pagate diviſions among the Bourbons. 
The monarchical government, too often oyer- 
ſtepping its limits, drew near its end; and; both 
from its audacity, and the viciouſneſs of à court 
which imagined that public opinion could be 
treated with contempt. Its imprudent haughti- 
neſs, fed by an inſolent diſdain for the people, 
reſted itſelf on old prejudices, which hitherto had 
cauſed the follies and deſpotiſm of the throne 
to be reſpected: but what opinion creates opi- 
nion deſtroys. The vices of the monarchical go- 
vernment were at their height, and it was become 
an in object of a ſort of deriſion, from the indecent 
immorality 
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immorality/ of the princes, who were a: kind of 
mm nn by . * n 
| The chief nobility, who perceived — 4 — N 

ing ſubverſion, imagined that it would be the mo- 
ment to revive the old feudal government in all 
its ſplendor, and to divide the provinces into par- 
ticular governments“. There was a queſtion of 
ſnutting up Louis the XVIth in a monaſtery, as 
had been done with a few kings of the firſt race, 
and his own brothers would have been obliged to 
have given their conſent, from the immenſe divi- 
ſion which would have been beſtowed on them. 
Conſtrained by this danger, of which he received 
warning, Louis the XVIth made uſe of the only 
counterpoiſe in his power, he convoked the States 
General, and Gone to en * ae 
This Wueste Pilnce, inſtead of following 
the direction of the torrent in which he would al- 
ways have ſwam, far from digging it a bed, de- 
ſtroyed n happy 2 which un ſo often 


4 4 


* They had ken for their model the plan « of government 
which the Proteſtants wiſhed to eſtabliſh in France in 1621; and 
we have the 2 855 made by the Aſſembly of Rochelle the roth 
of May of the ſame year. The whole of the kingdom was divided 
into eight circles, comprehending Bearn. The Duke of Bouil- 
lon had the general command of the armies. Thus the Proteſ- 
tants had formed the project of changing France into a repub- 
lic, The Princes had projected the creating for themſelves pri- 


vileged ſovereignties. 


vol. 1. T offered | 
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offered . at once this imperiaus: _ 
bility, which had threatened him, and reſtiain the 
popular party, whoſe aid he had called in againſt 
his enemies. 18“ 0d ect tide PE 
le was e times Wee NCR he had the 
theateſt intereſt to be loyal and ſincere. He me- 
ditated the moſt ſhameful; the moſt diſhonourable, 
and moſt dangerous flight of which hiſtory makes 
mention, throwing himſelf on a foreign land, to 
be there deſpiſed, degraded, and made a priſoner, 
rather than league himſelf with a great people. He 
had only the ideas of a Marquis with red heels, and 
had never after a ſingle moment of courage, even 
when he might have ſaved himſelf, or have done 
honour to his name, by falling with that dignity 
which his character claimed. Given up to ſu- 
perſtitious notions, and to thoſe counſels more or 
leſs fooliſh which reſult from them, groſsly diſſem- 
bling, and papiſtically vindictive, he had promiſed 
to religion to puniſh all the inſults with which the 
throne was treated. | : 

Three months frankneh and open wy would 
have overturned all the plans of the * * * Mini- 
ſter, and prevented all the diſaſters which have 
weighed on France. This is what has rendered 
the Revolution ſo bloody and fatal; for in the 
beginning it was calm and peaceable; and if the 
king had known how to proceed with it, he 
would have gained the homage and admiration of 
the world. | 


It 


NEW PICTURE OP PANTS! 0 275 


It was the furious obſtinate reſiſtance to neceſ. 
ſary and legitimate changes, the menaces, impre- 
cations, and hoſtile projects of the clergy and the 
nobility, which impreſſed a character on the Re- 
volution which it had not in the beginning. It 
became terrible, becauſe the emigrants were as ſo 
many conſpirators. They called for the ſubver- 
ſion of the eountry, and nothing could calm or 
appeaſe their pride, or their vengeance. As the 


prieſtly impoſtor adhered to the ſlighteſt ceremo- 
nial, and ſtruck with the name of impious who- 


ever ſmiled at his fooleries, ſo the nobles would 
not give up a tittle of their blaſonry, and would 
as ſoon have burnt France for a ribband leſs large, 
as for their whole expulſion. The new order of 
things, the wiſh and want of all the French, made 


them furious with anger and aſtoniſnment; to 
yield nothing, and revenge themſelves inhumanly 
on every demand, was the whole of _ doc- | 


trine. 


Meanwhile the en, cabinets were es 


for the fall of Louis the XVIth; he was there- 


fore adviſed to arm himſelf, to conſpire againſt 


the new order of things, the laſt act of impru- 
dence as ſtrange, as it became guilty after the 
flight to Varennes. W. 

He placed himſelf between two rocks, which 
were ſo much the more formidable, as they both 
helped to daſh him in pieces. Common good 


ſenſe ſhould have told him, that all his ſtrength 
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lay in doing nothing, and that he ought not parti- 
cularly to have followed the plans of the common 
enemy, -who, in order to favour the moſt barba- 
rous of projects, were defirous of POR 
the French in the name of their chief. 
He alone, by his multiplied —— by 
his monſtrous errors, gave birth to the republican . 
government, which no one thought of. Thus it 
is that a ſound and vigorous plant, yet concealed 
in the earth, puſhes back a diſeaſed plant which 
falls into rottenneſs, the new ore increaſes its 
Wrces by the wrecks of the old. A oth ge 
Governments wear out, but once ae 
ir is impoſſible to regenerate them under the form 
which they have loſt. The foreign powers wiſhed 
to ruin us, and they have become our faviours. It 
is by the coalition of kings that we have been ſaved 
from kings. It was the treaty of Pilnitz which 
raiſed the whole nation in arms: it was the King 
of Pruſſia in Champagne who . ons the re- 
volutionary ſpectre. 
The Engliſh people, at a certain period, tried 
and condemned their monarch, and they take it 
ill that we try and condemn ours alſo. They ex- 
petted to have made it a ſubject of perpetual diſ- 
cord amongſt us, and to have cruſhed us one by 
the other. The monarchical government being 
identified with a ſingle man, this man ought ne- 
ceſſarily to difappear at the birth of the republi- 
can government. Every other meafure would 
have 
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ies pn contradiftion, and led the way for 
endleſs commotions. It was neceſſary for us to 
repoſe in a republic, a ſtormy form of govern- 
ment at firſt, but which, after the * 9 
takes a footing difficult to bre. Fa 


The Engliſh bore aa e the hag 


dictature of Oliver Cromwell; 


we have had a 


nurſery of Cromwells, but politically and boldiy 


enlightened, we have broken them one aſter the 
other; and if the nation had liſtened to the ap- 


peal and generous proteſt of the ſeventy- three 


Deputies, of which I ſhall always feel myſelf ho- 
noured in being of the number, and. puniſhed 


the authors of the 31ſt of May, France would 


then have been ſaved from the blows of foreigners, 
and the ſcaffolds of Robeſpierre would never 
have been erected. What proves it is, that the 


unfortunate Briſſot, ſo much calumniated, and 


who always diſdained any noted popularity, ani- 
mated by the pureſt patriotiſm, never was de- 
ceived in his averſion for England; and that far 
from being the hireling of the Engliſh miniſter, 
whom' he openly attacked by his declaration; of 
war againſt Great Britain, no man ever ſaw bet- 
ter than he that there was but a moment to 
ſtrike, and he, accuſed by this ſolemn act which 
will reſound to the moſt diſtant poſterity in eter- 
nal honour of his name and memory, he accuſed 
the ſlowneſs, the. want of energy, of mobbiſh 


brawlers, who, while they were prating about 
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overturning all thrones, remained dumb through 
ignorance, and motionleſs through fear. 
It was this act of patriotiſm and courage which 


pierre was attached; for when every veil ſhall be 
rent, we ſhall fee that the moſt cruel of men 


were alſo the moſt infamous, and that they were 


in agreement with the eternal enemy of France 
to procure themſelves a ſupport or a retreat; ſo 
blind does guilt render guilty men! The prin- 
cipal mover of the offenſive war, or who at the 
tribune propoſed its declaration, deſerves our 


gratitude. It is a crime which the royaliſts 


impute at preſent to the Convention, from 
which it would be eaſy to abſolve it; and even 
to turn to its glory; it ſaved on that day the 
republic from an approaching invaſion, medi- 
tated on the part of the foreign powers; for 
the treaty of Pilnitz had prepared the diſmem- 
berment of France. And it was the chief of the 
French, who in order to regain I know not what 
ſhadow, while he might have enjoyed a real au- 
thority, had acceded to this ſhameful treaty! 
Such ſworn foes are deſpots to their country, if 


once their pride be ever ſo little hurt. 


The end of the Convention in provoking hol 
tilities, was to take advantage of the enthuſiaſm 
of the French people, of thoſe ſublime and paſ- 
ſionate efforts which ſignalize the firſt epochas of 
the independence of a nation. Ought we-to 

Vs have 
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have waited till the enemy. inundating our ter- 
ritory, ſhould give the ſignal of combat! Was it 
not more advantageous, more worthy of us, to 
be before:hand with him, ſince à rupture had 


been rendered inevitable by ſo much treaſon and 
perfidy. Our emigrants, who had fled. from the 


firſt days of the Revolution when it was ſtill in- 


tact, pure, and ſolemn, thoſe cowardly emigrants, 
who are the true cauſe of the horrible convul- 
ſions of the interior, in having taken a reſolution 


the moſt impolitic, and the moſt fatal to their 
cauſe, enjoyed the moſt unbounded protection, 
waiting however till they were ſacrified at Qui- 


beron. Bands had already formed on all the 
frontiers of the republic, and if the enemy ſtill 
delayed to attack us, it was only becauſe he 
waited till we had been ruined. by inteſtine divi- 
ſions. In reality, had. the ardour of our youth 


been reſtrained, it would have led us to have 


waſted in inaction thoſe deciſive days in which, 
full of the intoxication of our independence, 
ſtrucx with new and extraordinary objects, 
ſcorched in ſome meaſure with an electric fire, 
we were capable of the greateſt things. It is to 
the offenſive war that we owe our conqueſts, our 
brilliant victories; it is by them that we have 
forced Europe to tremble ; three months later, 

and the time was over. 
Conquerors of Gemappe, of Fleurus, warriors 
who have planted on the top of Mont Blanc the 
, fthree- 
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three-coloured ſtandard! it is to you'L appeals: 
your laurels, your ſucceſſes depoſe in favour of 
the decree, whoſe ſupreme wiſdom and foreſight: 
we atteſt, The Brabanter freed, the Hollander; 
reſtored to Iberty, the Allobroge become French, 
the road of Italy open to our intrepid ſoldiers 
ſuch are the fruits of the offenſive wary and the 
ſame men who have made it a crime in the Con · 
vention, pretend that we ought to overturn every 
throne, and cover Europe with republics. A 
fine project without doubt, if it were pallible to 
realiſe it, and if thoſe who had. conceived it, or 
rather who talked of it, had not made their 
country groan under the moſt diſgraceful ſlavery. 
And if the National Convention willed that 
France ſhould declare herſelf againſt England, it 
was becauſe ſhe felt that there was not, that there 
never would be, any reconciliation between roy- 
aliſts and republicans ; elements ſa oppoſite could 
never unite, The coalition had hoiſted the flower- 
de-luce againſt the three-coloured cackade. The 
Engliſh nation was become anti- republican, not 
certainly through convictjon, hut to give us new 
proofs of its jealous hatred; for if England was 
the conſlant enemy of France a monarchy, it was 
ſtill much more ſo of France a republic. Eng- 
land ſaw that ſhe could not much longer reap 
the fruit of that ſuperiority which the remains of 
that uncertain liberty which her d al en- 


Joy, » We given her. 


WM 
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Is not the ardent jealouſy, of this nation im- 
preſſed an every page of our hiſtory ! Let us open, 
it, we-ſhall find that it is from this- iſland that, 
have iſſued. for many ages paſt the calamities by 
which we have been afflicted. At all times ber 
ſecret but active policy fomented diviſions. 
amongſt. us, and ſhe, always. layiſhed ber ſmiles 
on. that -party which beſt knew how to injure 
France. Without going back to diſtant epochas, 
does not the preſent time offer us an inconteſti- 
ble chain of evidence ? 


If we bad ſubmitted i flently.to to the inſults - fo 


reigners, if we had been obſtinate in keeping pu- 


ſillanimous mentures with them, would they have 
the leſs fomented the revolt of our colonies, fed our 
diſcords, furniſhed. arms and ammunition to the 
rebels of the interior, ſubſidized the coaleſced 
powers, and even bands of obſcure royaliſts en- 
liſted at Paris? They have not bluſhed at coun- 


terfeitiny g our paper money, without reflecting 


that this example was the ſignal of the ruin . 
their own Banks. 

The National Convention certaand y never pre- 
tended that we could attack or deſtroy a powerful 
marine in all its vigour ; but it was in our power to 
hold the balance, and it is well known that the 
reverſes which our fleets have met. with, have 
been owing. to the blunders of thoſe 1 in the pay 
of foreigners, [ 
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Have we not, it was faid at the ticte, as doch. 


dant reſources as the of our Enemies, N to bund | 


veſſels and form "ſailors 18 ft not aſtoniſhing 
that a nation, Which p poſſeſſes the fineſt ports on 
the ocean and the wecker which has eb. 
lonies, an extenſive commerce,” intrepid marines, 
as well as the greateſt part of materials for con- 
ſtruction, ſhould have neglected this eſfential 
branch of national greatneſs F The active genius 


of republicaniſm required that our naval” Tie? | 


ſhould equal our land armies in trength and 
ſuccels. It entered into its views and projects, 
to ſpread over the ſea the fame patriotic enthu- 


fiaſm which” had led the  TepybRican bayonet 10 


1 


| the Aas de charge. 
We foreſaw what every day confttäs, that 
foreigners could not behold, without a ſentiment 


of rage, a powerful republic power erecting it- 


ſelf by their fide, which from the extent of its 
territory, the riches of its ſoil, the worth, the in- 


duſtry of its inhabitants, ought neceſſarily to take | 


2% TL 


the lead of all other European nations. 

A bad government palſied our expanſiye ge. 
nius, counteracted all the advantages with which 
nature had favoured us. Deſpotiſm, like the 
ſun of the torrid Zone, "burnt and dried up the 
moſt fruitful ſoil; but the French republican was 
going to compenſate thoſe days of inaction and 
ſervitude, by * himſelf . to the zenith 
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of proſperity ; the hoſtile governments knew how 


to appreciate this regenerating movement, and 


made uſe of ere. ue in an power to im- 
pawn 8 erer ahi inge 10 


It is evident, that it was —4 prbpegsdhg ideas 


reſpebting the Blacks and Mulattoes, that they 
kindled the torch which ſet our | colonies on 
fire; that ſame torch which they were care- 
ful to keep at a diſtance from their own. It 
was by exaggerating, by corrupting philoſophi- 
cal opinions amongſt us, that they placed to the 
account of thoſe feeling writers, Who had ſhed 
tears over the fate of the ſlave, thoſe furies to 
which he gave himſelf up, yun he had! Wen 
his chains. ) 


We know at pe that royaliſm, 9 


protected by the enemies of France, had provided 
a retreat for itſelf in thoſe rich countries, and 


that from the ſhock of the three parties, have re- 
ſulted the moſt horrible calamities. Hiſtory will 


publiſh, that the plan had been formed to em- 


bark Lewis the XVIth for St. Domingo“, and 
from thence, like a new Pharamond, he was to 
invite, rally, and concentrate his nobles and his 
e and oppoſe new France to the mother 


= 3 
r 2090 


* He eine to have left Paris in a coal- bh to have ſtopped 


at Rouen at the houſe of Liancour, and from thence make 
the beſt of his way towards the new world. For want of am- 


munition they had made a proviſion of glaſs bottles, ro charge 
the cannon that were to have protected his flight. 


country: 
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country: all the blood which had been ſhed; was 
| the conſequence only-of thoſe CN 
Preparations. 1 {it 918 10 SN 
Our ee ao, that * We 
vagant ideas always gain on the lower orders! of 
the ſocial body, and fill it with ill regulated paſ. 
ſions; that there is no tyranny ſo dangerous 
that of the people, that it is commonly the moſt 
factious who ſeize on the reins of authority; that 
then the vileſt inhabitants of a city acquire the 
right and the power of injuring the moſt vrr- 
tuous ;; that narrow minds ruſh: always into ex- 
tremes; that democracy, in ſhort, changes itſelſ 
ſo eaſily into anarchy, that virtue and courage 
never find themſelves on ſo ſlippery a precipice 
as in a political fermentation of this nature; and 
the coalition organized the 3ſt of May, as the 
means of bringing about a ſanguinary dictatorſhip. 
Thus all theſe atrocious men who perſecuted the 
republicans, were the agents or inſtruments of fo 
reign powers, put in motion by the hoſtile cab 
nets. © The thread of all theſe conſpiracies ends 
there, and without the bravery of our armies; and 
the invincible union of our ſoldiers, it was over 
with France. „ 125: Tut 
Hiſtory, in ſhort, will aan arty we — 
only ſketched. Every faction was careſſed; be- 
cauſe it could foment political troubles; under 
every maſk, and every livery, the coalition have 
breathed diſcord, and perpetuated the empire of 
anarchy ; 
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anarchy ; Lewis, and Orleans, Robeſpierre, Ba- 
beuf, and Puiſaye, parties the moſt oppoſite, ' 
promoted alike their deſigns, provided they raiſ- 
ed obſtacles to .hinder the. French from rallying 
round the republican government. 

But we have at preſent a conftitution which 
teaches us how to diſcover and detect the ene- 
mies of the republic, with whatever veil they 
are covered, we ſhall find out the friends of 
kings; hiſtory, experience, general intereſt, will 
make us ſufficiently comprehend that we 'can- 
not combat beings ſo ann | 2 we 
philoſoph y. 

Wheneyer violations of n of de 6 
the principle of humanity, are in queſtion, their 
infernal genius is readily of accord ; but-we have 
alſo the genius of the republic, and the intrepid 
ſoldiers of our country, united with its virtuous 
writers, will ſoon impoſe filence on all theſe 
hired libelliſts, who having begun for a long 
time paſt in idea, the work of royal vengeance, 
would wiſh to fiſh by cruſhing the nation under 
the horrible weight of European thrones. Such 
blindneſs is ſo monſtrous, that we eaſily trace in 
theſe writings, either abject minds, or venal 
pens. 
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Tuts is the name Sich was gien at ihe be⸗ 
ginning of the Revolution to the eccleſiaſtic who 
had taken the oath to obſerve the civil conſtitu- 
tion of the clergy, decreed by the National Af- 
ſembly. At the time it exiſted, Madame, (the 
wife of the king's brother), gave notice that ſhe 
ſhould have every! day at dinner, two places'for 
two prieſts who had not taken the civic oath. 
Her cook being told of the invitation of his miſ- 
treſs, ſaid, © The bad prieſts have only to come, 
„J will give them a better regale than they 
think of; Iwill write the civic oath in little 
© billets, which ſhall be incloſed in the peſii- 
« pates; if they will not pronounce the On 
« oath, they aun at N dane e 
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A WHOLE too has been 


trayed by its chief. Lewis the XVIth, diſdain- 
ing to be the king of a free people, has made uſe 
of the deepeſt diſſimulation in order to get poſ- 
ſeſſion again of the deſpotic ſceptre; in order to 
cruſh, by a ſingle blow, one half of the nation, 
and palſy the other. He is ſurrounded by con- 
ſpirators; he has liſtened from preference, as 
well as inſtin&, 'to perverſe adviſers, and has ma- 
liciouſly kept himſelf aloof from the good. 
He did not bluſh, in the field of the Federation, 
at making the whole French nation aſſembled 
witneſſes of his perjury, nor feared at the ſame 
time to invite the foreign enemy into our terri- 

tory, in order to ſtifle our infant liberty. 
Enraged at not having ſucceeded in deſtroying 
Paris in 1789, rooted in his deep reſentment, he 
has ſince meditated every plan, every ſanguinary 
project capable of ſatisfying his vengeance ; and, 
when his people, convinced of his perfidy, had 
generouſly forgotten his abominable crime, the: 
crowned monſter calculated with the cold bloodi- 
neſs 


| 1 
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neſs of a cunningly concentrated mind, the mea⸗ 
ſures the moſt efficacious to ruin them. . 


Fallen into his own ſnares, and ſeeing the 


day of juſtice arrive, he is anxious to interpret 


in his favour certain words of a conſtitution 
which he has violated; he wiſhes to inſinuate, 


that, in the ſocial pat, we have permitted him 
to aſſaſſinate the nation, and that he had a right 
to arm foreign ſatellites, without rendering his 


crowned head reſponſible ! | This kind of deſenge 
is a new crime, an infult committed againſt hu - 


man reaſon. Although there ſhould be no law 
againſt parricida} children, becauſe the legiſlator 
had never conceived the poſſibility of ſuch a 
crime, ought therefore the children, who had kill- 
ed their father, to be acquitted? Could: we have 
ſuppoſed in the text of the conſtitution a- con- 
ſpiring king, an N an e . 
r 
It appears, therefore, very i that 
you ſhould wiſh to try Lewis, either by the con- 
ſtitution which no longer exiſts, or by the penal 
code. His.crimes are notorious. The frontiers 
have been inundated with blood; the blood of the 
Parifians and the Marſeillais has bathed the walls 
of the infernal chateau, from whence the demon 
of deſpotiſm has vomited a thouſand deaths, 
Political laws alone ought to puniſh crimes of 


an n extraordinary nature, and i in an A 
| 1,1111070 2/2 Eff 
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rrife.; All-this 49-mewy/(2emible; and neceflary.. 
It is a trial between an injnred nation and u 
guilty king. The political laws Which belong 
10 great ſocieties, and which are continually 
modifying them, are' no longer thoſe of natural, 
or of civil right; | they watch over the conſti- 
tution of the whole; and having no other end, 
they are not ſubjedted to thoſe 8quivocal words 
by means of which the moſt eee arg- 
ments are equally maintained. 

It is political law eee 
cauſes that houſe to be burnt which ſhould con- 
tain the germ of the plague; which protects 
the half-crown of the capitaliſt, againſt the hand 
of the neceſſitous man who covets it; which 
after the death of one man, orders the death of 
another. Theſe laws, political from their nature 
and their utility, are formed- in every great Cir- 
cumftance, and are peculiarly ſuitable to a day 
of tempeſt... Thoſe laws are political which 
willed the inviolability of the king, in order that 
he ſhould be impaſſable in the exerciſe of his 
ſublime functions. The ſame - political laws 
pronounced the forfeiture gf royalty, becauſe 
rate" the diſſolution! of 
the ſtate; and there was no medium · between 8 
diſorganization and the republic. Thus, it is 
no longer juriſprudence which we ſhould follow, 
ſince it is an * which has ſaid, Defroy 
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the power. i \The-Odqranticncal We e 


I e this authority, nor create a tribunal. 


Let us then conſult political laws, and lay 


Aideuſpeb as are liable to abuſe and chicane. 


The founders of liberty ought not to engage 
themſelves in crooked queſtions, and the per- 


plexities of the bat. Too timorous a philoſophy, 
Uke the ferocious ery of en would lead us 
aſtray at this moment. Graden e 


What do the re-eſtablidhment! of the: republic, 
On the one ſide I 


and national intereſt exact? 
ſee. a nation, on the other an individual. This 
individual deſerves death, becauſe he has com- 
mitted the publig ſafety, and been an enemy to 
his country: but this individual, though ſhorn of 


his beams, is ſtill a demi-god to fanatical wor- 
ſhippers; Others ſee in him the depoſitary of 


the immenſe riches which be diſttibuted to his 
favourites; and they would wiſh to reſtore that 
depoſit: F ors een WOT 2 


All thoſe who love gold, hind the: gent dig 


pe: ae Others put themſelves in idea in his 
place, and intereſt themſelves for the criminal on 
account of the height. of his fall. Policy ſees 
nothing but the national parracide, and does not 
heſitate to ſay, The chief of ſo many conſpira- 
< gtes,, whom the people have too often pardon- 


d ed, ought to meet with no other laws but ſuch 
< as are inexorable; ſhe king, who. called him-. 


«, ſelf 
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« felf the palladtum "df the conſtitution; and 
«who acted again inſt the conſtitution in iis 
name; deſerves death. The country, on the. 
border of the precipice, cries to every repre-· 
« ſentative of the people, Auenge, avenge mel. 
Under this point of view, and the only one which 


political reaſon can offer, the repreſentatives of 


the people are no longer judges, ſince the crimes 


are proved, they are only avengers, ard they 


ought without delay to pronounce the puniſh- 


ment which thoſe Grimes deſerve. Political laws | 


of a ſuperior nature require that France ſhould 
no longer be given up to incertitude; we are in 
civil war, two parties are ſtruggling for the aſcen- 


dency. The republic, or the deſpotiſm of an in- 


dividual! is it r or eee that 5 77 
ſhould periſh? * ea „ ee 
I maintain} that we king is Jed! me” burg; 
he has no longer a political exiſtence. He ought 
to be conſidered, and we muſt conſider” him, as 
being for ever cut off from ſociety ; political laws 
have deſtroyed the political being; they have 
. what was neceſſary. The king is nd other 
than a phantom. After the deſtruction of royalty, 
it was ſound policy to put aſide, or adjourn, the 
puniſhment of the crowned head, for time is alſo 
a legiſlator which unravels the moſt knotty queſ- 


tions; and the ſolution of the problem was in 


this verſe of the fable, Before that time, either the 
U2 | * 


1 
i o. 


* 
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* kings the gh, or I. hull die.”" But this eben: 
lution did not pleaſe the diforgayizing party; 
that party invokes diſorder, it loves diſcard ; it 
beats every thing in order to produce 2 confla- 
5 gration. One member goes ſo far as 10 ſay, * 1 
«with to ſet his head on the Carduſel ;“ and he 
takes this language for that of a legiſlator; an- 
ther abuſes the name of republic, without ne- 
ſſtecting that the republic is not yet created. 
True policy fays, Try Lewis the X Vith; 

« pronounce” that he deſerves death; 1 
I prohounce the puniſhment of death.“ | 
f Lewis the XVith be no longer a political 
2 with reſpect to us, he is ſtill ſo for the po- 
tentates of Europe. The anti-ſocial maxim 
_ which make them oonſider ſtates as farms, and 
the people as cattle, theſe maxims will dictate 
to them new impoſtures, they will calumniate 
the French; they will abuſe the ignorance of 
their ſabjetts ; they will not diſcontinue pouring 
in their gold to quioken their ferocious ſatellites; 
the brother of the traitor will be proclaimed te- 
gent; the fon, king; and his age and his inno- 
cence will become virtues. We know how 
much men are guided by words; every Bourbon 
will call himſelf the proprietor of the throne; 
and will offer parts of France to whoever: Will 
_ re-eſtabliſh him. The more extravagant thoſe 
Ha me the more they will prevail among 
| nations 
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nations accuſtomed to regard kings #8 gods 
without, whom nothing can exiſt,” and who alone, 
can girs life ta the political bad.. 
But Lewis is a priſoner; all the emigrant princes 
dare aſſert tat he is no more , Faithful to their 
deteſtable logic, they will only to tyranniſe 
under his name, or after him. The plains. of 
Chalans, violated by the enemy, prove that Lewis 
is literally a priſoner of war; and it is not ava 
mitted to put a priſoner to dea. 


Ife bo merces el thn et e e 


had fallen under the ſword, of the avengers of li- 
berty, his death would not have been a crime; 
but a great act of juſtice in the eyes of the world; 
for every thing then was permitted. But Provi- 
dence, which has diſpoſed of every event of this 
great Revolution, did not permit this, and thus 
ſeems to have indicated to the French the glory 
of forming a republie, and ſparing at the ſame 
time the blood of their moſt eruel enemy. The 
example will be the ſame for every erowned 
head; to make Lewis the X VIch fall, would be 
to make it believed, that he was ſtill formidable, 
He is no longer ſo; the incomprehenſible talif- 
man is broken. The murderer of the Baſtille, of 
Nancy, of Tournay, ef the Tuilleries, will wear 
on his front the eternal ſeal of reprabatian ; and 
his foot will no longer tread the living foil of li- 
herty z he will no longer bays the GERD 

action 
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 faldion of beholding it. From the depth of iv 
obſeure priſon; he will hear our ſongs of victory; 
and who knows but remorſe will penetrate bis 
heart with te tears of true repentance; per- 
haps; in the bitterneſs of his grief, he will en- 
l claim, was a fool, a er es but men had 
* made ine à king!“ PCS iki $4240 | 
We 'niviſt take then into our account the mo- 
ral re- action, which for ever turns the mind to- 
wards pity, when juſtice ſheds blood. If the 
king petiſhes on à ſcaffold, this tragedy will di- 
vide Europe; it will be the origin of endleſs de- 
bates; TREE will ww as a SW 2 ee the 
| French.” 4.912) 10 $032! | 
37 epd phottinies” theſe + bloody commotions!\ 
Thoſe-who might be tempted to call themſelves 
kings, will not venture to do ſo; we ſhall have 
no Pretenders, no further intereſt will be taken 
in a phantom which has vaniſhed; and Europe 
will ſee, that n is no n ang; | 
of potentates. * 101 unt J. ia 
Such is 3 oh which I r 
on'this great queſtion, and my opinion was del. 
vered in almoſt the fame tem. 
The Girondines were deſirous of 0 th 
king, but they did not wiſh at the ſame time 
to loſe their popularity; and the deſpotiſm of 
the mob _ then omnipotent, it was who 
mould careſs it moſt. The Girondines ſug- 
222 : geſted 


8 
geſted we appeal to the- people, hoping: "EY 


by taking this courſe; the iſſue of the trial 
would have favourable chances; but they de- 
ceived themſelves, and I made repeated efforts 
to diſſuade them, but in vain. 1 told them, 


they would themſelves repent of the appeal to 


the people, which I myſelf 'oppofed: - - They 


might have divided on the queſtion of capital 


puniſhment, but they united in the ſame vote, 


and thereby compoſed the voice of the majo- 
rity, though their ſecret, deſign was to ſpare 
the nation the un of a king dragged, to the 
ſcaffold. 1 


It is 50 that in great political affairs, refine- 
ment and diſſimulation bring about events di- 
realy. contrary to thoſe which were intended. 


I was of opinion, that no cunning was neceſſary, 
and ſuperior to fear, and firm in my principles, 
I ſeparated myſelf on this occaſion from the Gi- 
rondines, whom I had always loved and eſteemed. 
[ voted: againſt the appeal to the people, declar- 
ing myſelf with the ſame LEE 13 the 
Pain of death. mY 

The examination of this 1 a me a 
fever for eight and forty hours. and made vo- 
lumes of reflections paſs: through my head. 1 I 
fell fick ; and having, I think, diſcovered the 
true point of view, I do not conceal my opinion, 
that thoſe who voted differently have committed 
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1 age dle, Probably they had not made 
ne fame exertions to come: to the: ſolution of 
this great problem, which. nevertheleſs, will be 
finally decided for poſterity, by the pen of ſome. 
future Tacitus. As for myſelf, I have done my 
duty aa man, and a legiſlator ; ien ep 
r er 
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ON, THE DETHROBED- BACE. * 


1s it indeed the ſame. individual, crowned and 
conſecrated at Rheims, mounted on a, raiſed. 
flooring, ſurrounded by all the nobility kneeling. 
at: his feet, hailed by a thouſand. acclamations, 
adored, almoſt as a god, whoſe, look, and voice, 
and geſture, were as ſo many orders; he who Wag 
ſurrounded with honours and enjoyments z. in 
ſhort, ſeparated; as it were from the reſt of man- 
Lind, is it really the fame man whom I ſee hand- 
ld by four of the executioner's helpers, and his 
clothes ſtript off with violence; whoſe voice'ig 
drowned by the noiſe of the drum, tied to a 
Plank, till ſtruggling, and receiving, ſo ill. pre- 
pared,. the ſtroke of the guillotine, that he has 


vn ene binn n 
not his neck, but the hinder nt gt hi be 


and the jaw; horribly diſſe veredꝰ 


His blaod: flows * 


thouſand armed men affail my ears, and are re- 


blood flows: it is; who ſhall dip the end of his 
finger in it, a pen, a ſcrap of paper. One per- 
ſon taſtes ĩt, and ſays, © It ij deuiiiſiꝝ folt,”” An 
executioner on the edge of the ſcaffold ſells amd 
diſtributes little packets of his hair; the rope that 
bound him is purchaſed; every one carries off 
x little fragment of his clothes, or ſome bloody 


filing off, holding by each other's arms, laughing, 


home from a fete. | 6 


There was no alteration in their countenanees, 


and thoſe have aſſerted a: falſehood who have 


ſtated that a ftupor reigned through the city. It 


was only ſome days after that reflection, and a fort 
of miſtraſtfub fear of the future, caſt a cloud over 
ſome particular ſocieties. The day of puniſhment 
made no impreſſion: the theatres were open, the 
drinking-houfes on the fide: of the bloody ſcehe, 
emptied their cans as ufual, and they cried cakes 
and fetits fates around the decapitated: body. 
He was placed(like any other criminal in the wic- 
ker-baſket, carried to the Magdalen burying 

ground, where he receiyed an ample doſe of 


© e 


Peated along the quays. I ſee che fiudents of the 
Quatre Nations lifting their hats in the air. His 


veſtige of this tragical ſcene, I faw the people 
and talking familiarly, as = ep WER RIS 
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quick. lime, hic ſo calcined bim, ee eee 


be impoſlible for all the eee Mes 5 


Europe to form the leaſt relick of bis remains. 
- The Miniſter of Juſtice: announced and EY 
to him the ſentence of death. It appears that 


Is bois the XVIth had-ſome hope even to the,laſk- 


moment; for it is certain, that he flew into a paſ- 
ſion, and ſtruggled with five or ſix of the execu- 
tioners. * ſpoke for ſome RIDE diy pretty 
a pions: e t no iannnοοα 


It is e mat it W hes lier Duga- 


on, who, without the intervention of Santerre, 


ordered, as if it were the command of the gene- 
rah the beating of the drums. Religion ſeems 


alſo to have aſſiſted the King in this horrible paſ- 
ſage from the throne to the ſcaffold, and the words 
of his confeſſor were ſublime. Go, "TE of * 
Louis, aſcend to lceaube“n, 

From a certain point of view, tinGhes are 4 
Kaare a and the death of a king on a ſcaffold 
is not one of thoſe events which diſturb phyſical 
order, or which can interrupt one of the leaſt-laws 
of nature, or the progreſs of things here below. 
Louis the XVIth might have died a ſtill more pain 
ful death; but men, in overturning an idol, re- 
main affrighted at the blows which they have 
given it, and we are all more or leſs like the ſta - 
tuary, who falls on his erg his own 
work | CET 907 wt bolts” 3 49 
Ko. 4, "AA 4 & 1 
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[ Feawatteſt,'thatfive'or fix days after the pu- 
niſhment;” the greater part of the Legiſlature wh 
had voted for death were affrighted at what they 
had done. They looked at each other with aſto- 
niſhment, and felt a ſort of inwards fear, which 

looked very much like repentance. Sometimes 
they ſought, ſometimes they ſhunned, thoſe who 
had been of a contrary opinion, and whom they 

did not dare to interrogate. I remember very 
well that they met in groups, whiſpered to each 
other, and were embarraſſed at our approach. 

It is certain, that at this epocha an almoſt 
abſolute ſeparation took place between thoſe who 
had and thoſe who had not voted the death of 
the king. That enmities were inflamed, that ha- 
treds increaſed, that open or concealed reproaches 
aſſumed a formidable aſpect; and that, in ſhort, 
the puniſhment of Louis the XVIth threatened 
all thoſe who had been Wenn 9: ſave him from 

it. e 1 A 

"Thoſe inſolent and . wensden eee | 
ſometimes. to ſpeak thundering but tardy truths. 

We kept no longer any terms with men, our 
equals, who dared to call us puſillanimous beings. 
To inſult us, to devote us to the fury of the popu- 
lace, there was no longer any thing common 
between us, becauſe they could not forgive us our 
opinion. Having made the head of Louis fall, 
they were emboldened to cauſe the heads of their 
colleagues to fall on the ſame place. It was a 

ä * N delirium 
| | 0 
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delirium of fury, of vengeance; and of rage, ahd 


I behere: a I PIs from terror than 
| URI e e wt te od 


morſe. Deſacy; a mild, modeſt, and honeſt man, 


deeply verſed in hiſtory, died with grief. Alus! 


ſuch are menl they are moved, drawn ignorantly 
in, gire way to the paſſions of others, and dare 
not have any opinion of their on. There are 


fevr who know how to preſerve any conſiſteney 
of character, when every Mag eee . 


ſhakes around then. 
The Girondins weve Aided at waging ani 


F 
and they faw that their adverſaries were meta- 
morphoſing themſelves into tygers to devour 
mem. They had not that courage which pre- 
vents and deſies dangers, and believed in the in- 


formation, the wiſdom of the nation, and in its | 


power to rife in their favour, The nation, unde- 
ceided, and divided likewiſe with refpe& to this 
great event, knew not whom to acquit er con- 
demn, and abandoned alike to their own def- 
tiny, the different parties of the National Con- 


D rad 


able apathy which was fatal to itſelf. - 
| The Queen aſſuredly enjoyed Ae "ids 

eſteem nor affection of the public. The recent 
ftory of the necklace, her immoderate love for 


2 the 


. enn deep re · 


uſe of a uſeleſs hi t. They repented of the falſe 


rr r, c e 


vention, waiting the refult with a ane 
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the Emperor ber brother, her Guppoſed hawed fur 
n png not conciliate the r. 1 the 
Coma Verſailles, which bad been dignalizerd = 
by a tremendous burſt of thunder, and three thou- 
ſand unhappy people cruſhed to death, or ſtiſled in 
the place Louis Quinze, amidſt the rejoicings 
for her1aarriage, on the ſame place which the was | 
one day to ftain with her blood: She had gen- 
dered herſelf ridiculous from playing too aſten 
the actreſs, exhibiting her ſon to the people, 
making him ber ſhield, treating bim as à king 
with a fort of geſture and movement 'borrowerd 
from our tragedies, eſpecially after ſhe had fur- 
niſhed calumny with arms from her manners, her 
petulanoe, ber nocturnal courſes, and that the 
people ere :accuftamed to regard the little prince 
as the fruit of her illicit amours. Nothing was 
the ſubjett of converſation but her exceſſes: they 
were ſuch, real or imaginary, that it was only at 
this epocha that they talked of a vice almoſt un- 
known, whick has no name in our language, and 
whoſe ſcandal, or rather eee e wm we 
ample ſeemed to wipe away. 

Hiſtory will tell what precipitated - ants 
ment of the Queen. I do not know the details, 
but 1 am perſuaded that the authors of the death 

of Louis the XVIth, having their own-exiſtence 
threatened, braved the menaces of their enemies, 
and were Cy making them believe that 
921 


6 — . 
they were not afraid. Fear has played ſo great 
a part in our revolution; its altar was ſo large, 
3 that what was only done to ſhun an adverſary, to 


ſtrike him with horror, was often attributed to 


poliey, ambition, and profound wiles. What 


ter, who had no other crime than that of her 
birth, to ſpeak the language of the times, was not 
ſpared, and that it is impoſſible to gueſs at pre- 
an encutidn. duty en sidn eee alt 
Jo brave crowned heads, to humble them, to 
render all reconciliation impoſſihle, to attach the 
whole nation to the Revolution, by attaching it 
to its exceſſes, was the end of thoſe who-reſolved 
to govern it. What ſaved the king's daughter, 
idolized by her father, whom ſhe ſaw go to the 
ſcaffold . (while ſhe was for a long time ignorant 
that her mother had undergone: the ſame fate), 
was leſs her youth than the confuſed hope which 

- Robeſpierre indulged of arriving,” through her 
means, to a rank which had then no name, but to 
which he and his party would ſoon have known 
how to have given one. The chimerical and ih 
improbable were at that time calculated on as 


ordinary and poſſible things. 


hy 2» 


The Dauphin of France, hits title: which for- 


merly belonged to the preſumptive heir of the 
. crown, had received from the Conſtituent National 


Aſſerably, which determined the lotof the thrane, 


the 


tends to prove this remark is, that the kings ff. 


 newirrervawor rain. 58 
the title of Prinbe Royal. He Was Peiner m 
the Temple; and there his mother, reſuming be | 
old etiquette of the court, and rehearſing Sueto- 4 
nius, affected t this child with all the re. 
ſpect due to a monarch Ile was. conſidered as 
Louis the XVII th itt his family at the priſon 
(poor human pride 1) wilt che rebels in thi 
Vendee proclaimed him by this title, and all their 
acts were made in his name. This chil 0888 . 
years and ſome tnonths old when the gates of the 


Temple opened to receive him and were ſnut on 
him for ever. The commune had given him for à 
governor, inſtitutor, and preceptor, a cobler named 
Sion. 


All his care was to ünlearn him from be- 
ing a king, or to enact the king. He taught him 
to ſwear, to curſe his father, to call his mother a 
— to ſing the Carmagnole, and cry vibe ler 
Sans-culottes ! and what proved the "progreſs" of 
that new education, was the part they made the 
child act on his mother's trial. Minutes were 
made of his declarations (monſtrous proces-ver- 
bal—but what was there inconceivable at that 
time ) from which it appeared to refult=T ſhud- 
der while I trace thoſe lines—that Marie Ahtoi- 
nette had attempted to draw from her ſon thoſe 
reſources which libertiniſm did not permit her to 
find in her priſon. At this terrible imputation, 
Marie Antoinette anſwered like an inſulted 1 mo- 
ther in theſe words, full of noble dignity : "1 is 
not ſo; and here invoke every mother” preſent. | 
| FR How | 


* 


humour which ſlifled-bip.,He was not poiſonad. 


* 


1 — n 


t hen ſay. if that eee and ſhe was 

alnaſt ſuſſocated hy grief. 4 nbd 
- The child became as itavere.lifileſs, and died. | 
at-the Temple 44n,conſequencerthits ſerophulous 


Connected intimate ly ſor five-and-thirty years paſt 
mh the ſurgeon. . Latteſt 

| e eee eee N 
Te two brothem of Louis the X.V Ith would 
have put their heads under the national razor | 
(to make uſe of a term which was given to dhe 
horrible inſtrument of puniſhment), but for their 
prudence and lucky eſcape. Their /neice. was 
preſerved only to ſerve as an exchange to the de- 
puties whom the baſe treaſon of the infamous 
Dumourier had delivered to the enemy, and the 
head of Drouet in danger cauſed that of the 
Auſtrian Princeſs to be ehe no a nem 
was given her. 

The Queen loſt neither the eve nor * Prog 
her puniſhment, the paſſion and inſtin of a wo- 
man. She ironed her cap with care, dreſſed her- 
ſelf with the ſame taſte, and with à kind of ſun- 
plicity. She ſaid, in her flock bed, to the Gen- 
d'armes, who were ſeparated from her only by a 
ſcreen, & Do you think that the people will let 
me go to theſcaffold without tearing me in pieces?” 
and the Gend'arme anſwered, Vou will go, Ma- 
" . to the ſcaffold, without any harm happen 

4 * 
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| „ ing tc you. She had no carriage, but was „ 

dragged in à cart like the wife of Roland, but mn 
ſhe had not her ſtoiciſm. - The people ſaw her 9 
paſs with an indifference which bordered on con- oy 
tempt, and which her eondudt had inſpired. = 
When ſhe came oppoſite the Palais Royal, ſhe 4 
could not ſuppreſs an emotion of indignation: it 5 
was from this palace that had iſſued her dreadful = 
reverſes. She fainted on the ſcaffold: theſpeQators = 
were as tranquil as if it had been an ordinary vic- 1 
tim. There were neither inſults, ne nor F 
tears, nor regrets. | 38 

It is ſaid that a Ruſſian poet is making trage- 5 


dies on all thoſe dethroned perſonages ; but three 
thouſand years muſt elapſe, or a greater diſtance of 
leagues, to render noble and pathetic that which 
near, and under our eyes, n only s . I 
tranſitory emotions. " 
But the ſparkling Count &Artois, b 
young man, plunged in every ſort of diſſipation, 
whoſe whole courſe of literature was the Pucelle 
of Voltaire, which he knew by heart, What does 
he ſay, or think, of all ' theſe: reverſes? - Did he 
ſuſpect, when given up to every ſort. of pleaſure; | 
and believing that royalty was inſtituted only to 
favour his taſtes, | and pay for them, what, to 
uſe a trivial expreſſion, was his ſtar? Does he 
remember the day when he made the tour of Pa- 
ris on horſeback; to viſit the gates through which 
the troops were to enter to ſack” the city? Has 
VOL. 1. X CNS he 
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"Ke forgotten the moment when the/ Fredgdhgyuiis 


ſeemed to wait only for the word of command to 


fire on the people, in order to ground their n 
So much was ie eſteemed and beloved! 
What has he done beyond the Rhine? With 
what glory has he covered himſelf ?; What has 
ne done for all this ariſtocracy, of which he. is 
the worthy chief? What indemnity will he offer 
to the Emigrants? Was it after his plan that 
the greater part of a corps was ſent to deſtruthion, 
and to be ſhot at Quiberonngn 99 
The principal cauſe of the ruin of the court was 
undoubtedly that Count d'Artois. His haugh- 
tineſs was diſpleaſing to every one: he had intro- 
duced into France thoſe Engliſh follies which me- 
tamorphoſed our princes into ſo many jockeys; 
his prodigalities encouraged thoſe of the Queen; 
their intimacies were the ſubject of cenſure; and 
their common dilapidations made it ſaid that the 
public treaſure was given up to pillage. In fat, 
the revenues of the Count d' Artois not being ſuf- 
ficient for his expences, the king had often paid 
his debts, which were continually renewing, and 
he left many millions unpaid at his departure. 
But it is to be obſerved, that Monſieur, who was 
as economical as his brother was prodigal, was 
in the habit of taking, in order to add to his own 
ſtock, the equivalent of what M. d Artois recely- 


00 to feed his ae 1 Y at notte 2, 
Ihe 
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"IR The old aunts of .the-king, as if infpired-with 
the ſpirit of divination, ipſiſted ſo much on la- 
ing France, that at length they accompliſhed their 

_ purpoſes) Arreſted at ſome leagues from Paris, 
they found the means of getting forward. It is 
very likely that the plan f decampment having: 
been arranged forthe-whole-of the royal family, 
they had only taken the firſt ſtepd. They went to 
Rome, to viſit the Pope and Abbe Maury, the 
great inventor of emigration... But whilſt I am 
writing, ſee the French troops entering Rome at 
quick ſteps, our ſoldiers planting the three · coolour- 
ed flag on the walls of the capitol, and ſaying to 
the ſliades of Cato, Brutus, and Fompeys: es 
n ngen 
Sufficient attention was not paid at the. time 
to the death of Choiſeul, when he was going to 


be recalled to the miniſtry, or rather to be the ſole 


miniſter. This event deprived the vampire caſt 
of a jealous and ſkilful protector. He would 
have ſupported the ariſtocracy, and if the nobles 
have dared to threaten our frontiers, unite them- 
ſelves with Leopold and Francis the Second; 
arm themſelves againſt the country with ſacrilegi- 
ous ſteel; raiſe troops; treat with foreign powers; 
give to one of their accomplices the title of Regent 
of the kingdom ; what would they not have done, 
having for king a Choiſeul, who would have ſub- 


jetted the + 60d dined to them? | 
X 2 We 
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Wie muſt allow that Verſailles, which wanted 
to make the counterpoiſe; was become the ſportof 
Paris; but imagination can ſcarcely figure to itſelf 
the ridiculous gaiety, the turbulence; the intoxi- 
cated'buffoonery of the Pariſians going to court ( 

fetch the baker, the baker's wife, and the baker's” 

5 little boy, which was the name given to the royal 
family. Two hundred thouſand men on the road, 

laughing, brawling, dancing; hallooing, calling 
out, They are bringing kim.” Every ſoldier holding 
under his arms a girl of the town, the haranguers 
feated on the cannon, others putting on the ir heads 
the grenadier's caps, veſſels of wine near pow- 
der barrels, green branches ſtuck on the fire-locks, 
ſhouts, cries, clamours, the image of the ancient 
Saturnalia; nothing can paint this proceſſion 
which accompanied the monarch. Never was 
King Log ſo tumbled about in the frog · pond, 
the nobles, hidden in the crowd, animated this 
tumult, and enjoyed the confuſion of the chief | 


whom they hoped ſoon to replace. A" ho n 
It was the ſame when he was 8 * ti 
from Varennes: it ſeemed the inſtitution of an by 
annual feſtival to make merry at the expence of th 
the court. The Pariſian, according to his own ' he 
expreſſion, made a farce of thofe tumultuous days, fa 
in which extreme licence wore ſuch a charatter | 
of originality and folly, that it would be difficult - br 
to give it a name. Any one would have ſup- ſta 


paved it a king of ſtraw or wicker-work, which 
the 
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the mob was parading, inſtead of a deſcendant of 
Louis the XIVth. The ſpell was entirely broken; 
and as there was not the leaſt ſhadow of reſpect, 
it was nothing more than a pleaſant day of riot 
gaiety of the Pariſians! more dangerous than their 
fury. The mobbiſh familiarity which embraced 
the baker and the baker's little boy, did more for 
the Revolution than the pikes, the ſeythes, and 
bill: hooks ſtuck on the end of long ſticks. Ari- 
ſtotle has deſined man a laughing animal, but no 
one can Imagine to what point he is, or may be- 
come ſo, unleſs he has ſeen thoſe facetious ſcenes, 
thoſe burleſque conceptions, thoſe fantaſtic deli- 
riums of extravagance, which announced a people 
ſuddenly let looſe, and willing to make up in a 
day for the painful reſtraint under which they 
had languiſhed for ſo many ages; and I may 
be credited in afferting, that all the ſpeQators, . 
as if they were aſtoniſhed at ſome extraordinary 
novelty, partook of the tumultuous joy of the mul. 
titude. Was Momus buſy then in ſhaking his 
bells throughout this immenſe” city? At the 
theatre; the farce comes after the tragedy, but 
here the tragical ſcenes were preceded by the 
farce. 404 4 e SPORE e 
In this manner the fall of the royal family was 
brought about by a crowd of acceſſary circum- 
ſtances at preſent forgotten, but which will teach 
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| the hiſtorian that the greateſt Nees not 
take place from a ſingle blow. r 
| "What an epocha reſults from — for future 
gesesatibm our victorious arms have revived the 
Roman republics. The King's aunts, who had 
ö taken refuge at the Vatican as a ſure, a tranquil 
aſylum, are forced to fly; the coalition of kings 


is puniſhed in the papal idol; it loſes its throne, 
vhich contraſted fo Iudicrouſſiy with that of the 
Cæſars; the old diſtributer of crowis has no lon- 


the mover of tbe troubles of the world, who di- 


vided at the ſame time empires and families, au- 
thor of ſo many evils committed in the name of 


religion, alternately perfidious, cruel, cunning; 
the eternal enemy of increaſing light, the impu- 


dent vender of indulgences, the Pope, ſees his 


power diſſolved by contempt. His cardinals are 
the firſt to chant the hymn which celebrates Rome 
reſtored to its ancient liberty. Riſe from your 
tombs, ye great, Who have formed the glory of 
the capitol. They are Frenchmen whore - eſtabliſt 
your conſuls, they regenerate the nations who 


wiſh to be their friends, and in every place where 


humanity ſhall require the deſtruction of deſpotic 
power, of that monſtrous power which is injuri- 
ous to the dignity of man, Every where he will 
find armies of French citizens, who, proud of this 


title, will be anxious to aid him to found or re- 
build 
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build the altars of liberty. Thel fate of the Court 
of Rome will be that of all deſpotic courts; and 


the ſoldiers of other nations, when the moment 


for abandoning the proud deſpots who reign 
by their erimes, ſhall arrive, will * * or of © 
; 374 * 1 nod 


the Pope's ſoldiers. 
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Tar ets theatres eighteen. lunga 
: this is what e | 


balls opened: every 
the evening's amuſem ent. 


Here lighted luſtres tefle@ their ſplendor pl 


beauties. dreſſed. d i Cleofatre, à la Diane, d a 


Pſyche 3 there, a ſmoky lamp- ſheds its oily beams 


on a troop of waſherwomen, who dance in wooden 
ſhoes, with their muſcadins, tq the noiſe of ſome 


forry ſcraper. I know not whether the firſt of 


theſe dancers have any great affection for the re- 


publican forms of the Grecian governments, but 
they have modelled the form of their dreſs after 
that of Aſpaſia; bare arms, naked breaſts, feet ſhud 
with ſandals, hair turned in treſſes around their heads 
by modiſh hair-dreſſers, who ſtudy the antique 
buſts. Gueſs where are the n of theſe dan- 


|  cers? 
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cers? They have none: they ſtick their fan in 
their belt, and lodge in their boſom a ſlight purſe 
of morocco leather, in which are a few ſpare 
guineas. As to the ignoble handkerchief, it is in 
the pocket of ſome courtier, to whom they addreſs 
nnen caſe of nee. ung 
The ſhift has long ſince been baniſhed, as it 
br eee only to ſpoil the contours of nature; and 
beſides, it was an inconvenient part of dreſs, and 
the fleſh-coloured, knit-work, filk ſtays, - which 
ftuck cloſe to the body, did not leave the behol- 
der to divine, but perceive every ſecret chan. 
This is what was called being dreſſed @ la ſauvage, 
and the women drefſed in this manner during a 
rigorous winter, in ſpite-of froſt and ſnow. 
And while an hundred tables offer trees bend 
ing under fruit of every ſeaſon, fruits in ice, while 
fountains pour in abundance orgeat, lemonade, 
liqueors, the poor ſtock-holder ſells by piece · meal 
firſt his ornamental pieces of nen and after- 
wards the piece moſt in uſe. 00:02:86 
Who would ſuppoſe, in Tobin: theſe brilliant 
rooms, and theſe women with naked feet, and 
whoſe toes are all adorned with diamonds, that 
we have but juſt eſcaped from the reign of ter- 
ror? So many thouſands of men who have fallen 
under it leave no traces; and even regrets for the 
old regime, if they are ever heard, are become ſo 
hackneyed, and ariſtocraciſm is deſcended ſo low, 
that noone carries any longer theſe fans dexteroully 
2 | ſtrewed 
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ſtrewed with flowers · de · luce, nor thoſe myſterious 


ſnuff and comſit boxes, which, by a ſecret ſpring. 


diſcovered the proſcribed inſignia of royalty. The 
balls d la viftime, which I ought not to paſs by 
without mentioning, are no longer talked of but 
as a frolickſome amuſement. 

Will poſterity believe, that perſons, 555 rela- 
tions had periſhed on the ſcaffold, had inſtitùted 
not days of ſolemn affliction, and common comme- 
moration, in which, clothed in mourning, they 
ſhould have manifeſted their grief for loſſes ſo re- 
cent and ſo cruel, but days of dancing, where 
nothing was ſeen but the valſe, and joyous eating 
and drinking? To be admitted to the feaſt, it 
was neceſſary to exhibit a certificate, ſtating that 
the candidate had loſt-a father, a mother, a huſ- 


band, a wife, a brother, a ſiſter, by the guillotine. 


The death of collateral relations did not give the 
right of admiſſion to this amuſement. Was it 
Holbein's Dance of Death which inſpired ſuch an 


idea? And why, amidſt the noiſe of violins, did we 


: 


not ſee a dance of headleſs ſpe&res?  *- 
Vain efforts of ariſtocracy to form new cats! 

Every thing which bears the ſtamp of fanaticiſm, 

or of oxtravugant inſtitutions, n as Wife 


away. 133 | ARE. | 
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h Tabea W us of Alben of 
the Count d' Artois, who has taken refuge at 
Edinburgh, in an old and gothic palace; but ſo 
far convenient, as it is an aſylum againſt impri- 
ſonment for debts; and the ci devant prince con- 
ſines himſelf there," to * the RO of his 
rde & hat nigh fragt 
It is a ſort of ation ts rent'a houſe which. 
cds royal ideas; there they make illumina- 
tions, let off ſky-rockets: and other fireworlæs, 
while the exploſion of bombs, the cruſh of en- 
chanted palaces, form the image of the fall of 
the great, who, in the ſame place, were ſurround- 
ed with every pleaſure, but with which en ne» 
ver indulged the public. 10 
ITbe Elyſee Bourbon, is alſo the 080 of theſe 
re and fireworks ; and for three livres 
you purchaſe the privilege of treading, with the 
multitude, thoſe magnificent gardens, which 
were never entered but when viſited by the 
friends or the flatterers of the prince. 
This is not a little regale for the enemy of the 
old regime, for the ſtern republican, and even 
| | | for 


NEW \PICTURE OP PARIS. 818 
for the philoſopher, who remembers the inſolent 
eee e 
merit and virtue. ig d. 9 att; bo IA. 

Bagatelle recals a crowd 3 which are 


not to the glory of its antient poſſeſſor; but as 


he had the power at that time of diſpoſing of 


benefices, he was ſung by the Abbe Delille, the 


paradiſt of Virgil; who alſo made verſes to repay 
the favours he had obtained, or thoſe he ſolicited. 


Poets, muſicians, venders of ſound and ſmoke! 
no, you do not beſtow. immortality; {you ſome- 


times only conſecrate a ſnameful celebrity. The 
intereſted muſe of the Abbé Delille has made 


the Count d' Artoiĩs ſtill more dwarfiſh than he 


as, although the Abbe Delille calls him his 
maker, and alma: a ere ex | 


_ CHAP. XC. Sy . 


ASSIGNATS. 10 P 

Am1psT ſo many extraordinary things, paper- 
money undoubtedly holds the firſt rank. It was 
created by neceſſity, as we throw a wooden 
bridge over a foaming flood; and as we muſt 


paſs over the trembling 1 we paſs with our 
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was followed by that law,” not jeſs aſtoniſhing; 


which fixed the price of commodities, and met« 
chandize. The maximum ſuſtained the aſſignats, 
and gave them life and motion. The moſt rapid 
circulation was eſtabliſhed ;- it was already cal. 
culated, that there was twice too many aſſignats 
in circulation, but the aſſignats ſtill kept up; to 
kill the paper money, it was neceſſary, if I may 
uſe the expreſſion, to wiſh to kill it, and even to 


kill it with heartfelt pleaſure; an emiſſion; ſtill 


mote extravagant, was neceffary to give it a mor- 
tal wound. But it preſerved its vital, vivacious 
character, even in the agony of death. | 

Ihe aſſignat made as many traders: bs there 
were men; no article of trade was ſtagnant; 

every object had its value; the ups and downs 
performed the fame operation in the body politic, 
as the motion of the ſyſtole, and the diaftole, in 


the human body. 


And to follow up my firſt companions in de- 


fault of a bridge of ſtone, the bridge of wood, 
though menacing ruin, ſerved as a paſſage for us 
over the abyſs opened to ſwallow us up. 
Singular and aſtoniſhing experiment! We 
make every thing of men, when we know how 
to command them; let us recolle&; that this ſign 
was neceflary at the time, that it has confounded 


. all timid Yeaſonings; that it has done wonders, 


that it has created the means, multiplied the re- 
ſources, 


te 
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ſources, fuſtained the | armies, and led them a 
thouſand" times to victory; it has made the Re- 
volution; gained liberty, founded the republick; 
and would till have lived, if the moſt deplorable 
folly had not ſtupidly modified this vigorous ere- 
ation. The mandat was the operation of a 
quack, who wanted to teach how to hide a ball; 
the mandat deſtroyed that magie which pteſides 
over every government, the thing in the world 
into which the moſt of what we call magic en- 
ters, to diſtinguiſh a multitude of effects whoſe 
cauſe ĩs ſecret, and inviſible: the a once 
known, every thing crumbles away. 

I conſider the | annihilation of the — 
as a moſt diſhonourable fault in the Convention, 
and the moſt contrary to that bold, and ſome- 
times daring ſyſtem, which prepared ſo many 
triumphs. An everlaſting contempt ought to be 
annexed to that Committee of Finances, which 
broke the charm, and ſtupidly ſubſtituted one 

paper for another; this was ordering irreparable 
evils, and it is moſt aſtoniſhing that the nation 
reſiſted this terrible back ſtroke, and that the 
ſudden paſſage: from paper to money was not 
marked by any other calamities than the ruin of 
a few individuals. 

The aſſignat was a tax which would hure 
been refuſed to government, and the moſt ex- 
tenſive tax imaginable, paid without conſtraint, 
without obſtacle; it ordered ſacrifices, which 

are 
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"4 4 bedthe 1 Huy e the expreſſion, volun- 


- tary; ſo much were we comforted, ſo much do 


we comfort ourſelves at the moment 1 te 
thoſe recent if! 77 hr be 

Wie are come to a bettbe-rottlerzch) ding 
thoſe who have gained laugh at thoſe who have 


| loſt; and after the drawing of this great lottery, 


I think I perceive that we ſhould not be ſorry to 
ſee it dran anew: But blows ſo extraordinary 
are not ſtruck twice at the ſame moment. We 
muſt take time for the mind to cool after thoſe 
days of folly, force, illuſion, and greatneſs; and 
to produce the ſame effects, we ſhould find again 
the ſecret of terror which reigned at that time. 
In politics, each day has its phyſiognomy, we do 
not proceed, we cannot proceed, but in keeping 
pace with events, and as events never perfectiy 
reſemble each other, the operations of govern- 
ment ought alſo to be as different, as multiplied, 
as the events themſelves. This is what reduces 
the ſcene of politics to ſtrokes more or a dar: 

ing, when ſtruck apropos. P37 4 
1 am'far from thinking that forms of 6 
ment are indifferent. Without doubt there are 
ſome more analogous than others to the manners, 
the habitudes of a nation; there are ſome more 
favourable to the diſplay of the human faculties ; 
there are ſome more fitted to affix durability on 
inſtitutions, permanence on laws, action on the 
executive power, ſolidity on the whole. But in 
fine, 


e, 
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fine, a a government is ſuſceptible. of an 5nfinieques 
modifications, and ought to obey the irreſiſtible 


courſe of events: the aſſignat has proved this; 
and we ſhall ſee the aſſignat hereafter in another 


form when neceſſity ſhall require it. Paper mo- 


ney has created in every ſtage a ſpirit of ſpecu- 
lation, which had its comic fide. Ex- nuns traf. 
ficked in light-haired  perriwigs;; ſuch a one ſold 
men's: ſhoes, a green · woman made twenty thou- 
ſand livres a day, with which ſhe garniſhed: her 
porte-feuille; imagination was loſt in regions of 
imaginary riches, every, man metamorphoſed into 
a trader, ſpoke only of millions, and the moſt 


trivial purcbaſe had the air of an important tranſ- | 


action. Jobbers of every kind paraded their 
ſamples from houſe to houſe, with the dignified 
ſtrut of a capatiliſt, offering you candles and neck 
handkerchiefs. But what was remarkable was, 
that the man of underſtanding kept his aſſignats, 


whilſt the fool diſpoſed of his; the fool combined 


better; leſs enthuſiaſtic at the fictitious augmen- 
tation of his riches, he laid them out in merchan- 
dize, which he accumulated, en that it 
would always have its price. Ti 
Thoſe induſtrious traders, thoſe PER "IF 
male ſpeculators, tormented by the deſire of 
gaining, and gliding themſelves every whete, 
formed a wide contraſt with thoſe unfortunate 
females, who heretofore enjoying all the ſweets 
which rank or fortune could procure, were re- 
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duced to live by the labour of their bande. A. 


by offering you the reſource! of their pencils, 
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marchioneſs became a milliner, a counteſs boaſted 
of her talents for mantua-making, others reduced 
to mendicity, diſguiſed their humiliating ſituation, 


their bruſhes, their piano-forte ; poor talents! 
which they had acquired only as the finiſhing of 
a perfect education. But how remote were they 
either from the drawing · room, or the brilliant 
boudoir, where | thoſe (talents received their due 


offerings of incenſe!” flatterers were no longer 


there; the enriched man, who paid, made them 
feel ſeverely the imperfection of the portrait, or 
piece of muſic ; and after having ſo long receiv- 
ed the homage of flattery, they heard the rude 
expreſſions of truth. Some diſſembled their 
pain; others waited till they returned back to 


their garret, to moiſten with their tears the cruſt 


whinh they had obtained. 
A volume would ſcarcely ſuffice: to detail the 


contraſts which the Revolution has produced, 
but what we ſaw during the reign of paper mo- 


ney, was at the ſame time the moſt ſtrange, and 


moſt melancholy, The following is a well 
known fact. An emigrant orders from an en- 
graver of London a plate for falſe aſſignats. 
Whilſt it was engraving, the aſſignats were ſup- 
preſſed in France; he refuſes to pay for the 
plate, the engraver brings an action againft him. 
The judge admits, at firſt, that the counterfeiting 

| | dur 


our aſſignats was a thing of natural right, ſince 
Wolf had even decided, that a poiſoned arrow 


might be made uſe of to deſtroy an enemy. In 


ſhort, the emigrünt . nen to pay the 
engraver. 


CHAP, xt. 


CI- aFAny ACADEMICIANS: 


TuEx marched. MN all under the dandard of 
Voltaire; they repeated his phraſes, as if they 
were thoſe of an oracle; it was who ſhould de- 
claim againſt the Chriſtian religion. All their 
letters concluded, like thoſe of their unbelieving 
maſter, - by this catch- word; e&crd/ez Pinfdme. 
D'Alembert was overjoyed, when in ſome crook- 
ed twiſted phraſes he had thrown out a few ſar- 
caſms againſt prieſts, and worſhip, Marmontel 
was almoſt another Calvin for ſome chapters.of 
his Beliſarius. All the Academicians, in ſhort, 
attacked under covert both the clergy and the 
altar, and even the court, all except the Grands 
Seigneurs, who invited them to dinner. 

There were no fulſome praiſes which were not 
laviſhed on the Duke of Nivernois, for his miſer- 
able little fables, which he drew out with diſcre- 

VOL. I, > i tion 
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322 | NEW PICTURE OF PARIS: 
tion one year after another; they called his horte- 
Feuille a vaſe of precious incenſe, which was to 


be burnt only on high days, and at diſtant inter- 


vals. Never was meanneſs inherent in talent 
more exemplified than in this company, compoſed 
of intrepid flatterers, and impudent detrattors, 
according to perſons, time, and place. They 


were a hundred thouſand paces from genius, in- 


vention, and eloquence; and with their verſes 
and their academical difcourſes, they would have 
made us fall back into infancy, if ſome vigorous 
ſatyrical ſtrokes had not ſcourged their ſhameleſs 
vanity, , and reſiſted their abſurd | pretenſions. 
There was not amongſt them a ſingle name 
which paſſed the ſtature of medioerity, or the or- 


dinary ſtature. They fell, (to uſe a proverbial 


expreſſion), like capuchins of cards, without any 
perſon giving them the leaſt attention, and [ 
yielded to the profound conviction of their abfo- 
tute nullity, and of the danger which they did to 
true talents, by giving my voice in the Committee 
of Public Inftruttion, for their ſpeedy diſſolution. 
That hour marked the ſetting of pedantry, and 
the dawn of literary liberty. 

After the Revolution, thoſe ſame men, who 


nad been continually whetting timid epigrams 
againſt the tiara, the mitre, the band, and ſur- 


plice, took it into their heads to talk to us of the 
religion of our fathers, pupils of Voltaire, their lips, 
familiariſed with his blaſphemies, ſpoke of holy 

3 things, 
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things, and thought they could transform the tri- 
bune into an evangelical pulpit. At this incre- 
dible diſſonance every one laughed; and conſi- 
dered ĩt not as hypovriſy, but impertinence, aca- 
demical pride badly ſubdued; an effect of that 
abſurd arrogance, Which had its ſource at the 
Louvre, ſince it was imagined that what emanat- 

ed from thence had more force, and greater 
weight, than what was faid elſewhere. 13 

The ci-· devant academicians never ceaſed re. 
peating, that the ruin of the French academy 
was the univerſal eclipſe ! Their laughable folly. 
had not however ſufficient charaQter to give more 
than one day's amuſement to a rational perſon. 

What is then that miſerable ſpirit which ani- 
mates three-fourths of men of letters, that lives 
on trifles, feeds on things entirely uſeleſs, diſputes 
about nothings, weighs the legs of flies, is a 
ſtranger to every thing lofty, great, or new? 
There-are men with whom I would wiſh that no 
one ever had diſputed, and whom no one ſhould 
anſwer, ſo modified are they for error and folly. 
A ci: devant academician is aſſuredly of this num- 
ber, and I apply it both ta the French en pd 
and the Academy of Belles Lettres. 

The academicians of the Academy of Selene 
have remained the ſame, always uſeful, always 
dear to the country, always honoured in the 
public opinion. When they ſaw they were fall 
ing, they made uſe of addreſs, they ſtuck to the 
7 | firma- 
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firmament, and under pretence of meaſuring the 
arch of the meridian, for the perfection of weights 
and meaſures, they preſerved their penſions and 
ſalaries; and placed a great importance in the 
confection of the Metre, Kilometre, &c. I be- 
lieve, in my ſoul and conſcience, that there is 
ſome quackery in all this; that the baſis is ne- 
ceſſarily faulty, that we ſhould not go ſo far in 
ſearch of what might be found ſo near. I think 
that the folly of this vaſt and expenſive operation 
will be diſcovered, and avowed. I think that it 
will be long, difficult, painful, perhaps danger- 
ous, to cauſe all thoſe new meaſures to be adopt- 
ed. I am afraid that the mathematicians, who 
have not yet troubled the world, will trouble it 
at laſt, and that their turn will come. But geo- 
metry has rendered ſuch great ſervices, that we 
may pardon geometricians that pieglerie, which 
was not without its value to them; provided, 
nevertheleſs, that they do not take it ill, that we 
meaſure an ell of ribband after our old mode, and 
every one as he likes. 

It appears to me, that the Citizen Pancton has 
told them ſome very juſt and very reaſonable 
things; and I think that the government, taking 
a wiſe medium, ſhould not make a political dog- 
ma, or a coercitive law of a geometrical hobby- 
horſe, which would be acting, not reaſoning, geo · 
metrically. | 


CHAP. 
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THE DISASTROUS DAT. 


Warkz ſhall we find tears, grief, 75 repent- 
ance enough to mark the mourning for the 31ſt. 
of May. Let it be deep, let it be univerſal, may 
its authors be devoted to public execration! 

. Tull that day the Convention, which founded: 
the republic, the ſpirit of the Convention was ex- 


cellent, till that day the Anarchiſts had been — 


ſiſted, repreſſed, enchained. Every thing went on 
in the ſenſe of the republic; its genius preſided 
over every great enterprize. Its laws were good, 
the armies were good; and was it not at the mo- 
ment of the eſtabliſhment, and of the danger of 


che republic, that the Convention, ſtill preſerving 


in its aſſembly all the writers, all the perſonages, 
who had diſtinguiſhed themſelves. by | writings 
uſeful to morality and to liberty, created fourteen 


armies to defend France on every point, to attack, - 


to beat the enemy on every point. The Conven- 
tion in that moment important for mankind, ex- 


cited the enthuſiaſm of the nation, when it raiſed 


itſelf in maſs at the voice of thoſe eloquent ora- 
tors and patriotic writers. But it was on the 


day after the 31ſt that it loſt its courage, the wiſ- 
dom of its deliberations; and, oppreſſed, de- 


graded 
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graded, and vanquiſhed, by a band of dene 
we ſaw it diſmember itſelf, in order to deliver 
over to proſcription, to priſons, and. the ſcaffold, 
its moſt generous and pureſt members, and who 
were moſt fitted to peneunge the, word. . li- 
berty. | 

From that time a bloody crape Wenne 411 its 
| operations: it was widowed by great men. 8 
refiimed'its force and energy only on the triumph. 
of Vendemiatre, when it was neceſſary t6 conquer 
for” the eſtabliſiment of the conſtitution. And 
who made this wiſe conſtitution? Principally the 
deputies who were imbued with' the ſpirit-of the 
Revolution from its origin, and of the Conven- ; 
tion, when it was ſeated on a conftitutional baſis; 
thofe who fought i in the breach on the 3 1ſt of 
May, and whom Providence has preſetved; who, 
ſhewing the marks of their fetters, have main- 
tained the dignity, liberty, and glory of the nation 
in giving to the Conſtitution of the Third Year 
that ſimple and vigorous form which aſtoniſhes 
the thought of man, of civilized man, and makes 
him thank the Supreme Being for the new 'exiſt- 
ence which he has received under its auſpices. 
— Martyrs of the 3 1ſt of May | '' "Your names will 

be revered by the moſt diſtint poſterity. Those 
who were called your accomplices are the foun- 
ders of the republic; they lift up to heaven 
hands that are pure; and, after having conceived 
and realized every great and uſeful idea which 
ought 
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ought to change and ameliorate the lot of man, 
and which humanity claimed. Strangers, during 
their exile or their captivity, to all the extrava- 
gances, all the cruelties, all the barbarous follies 
committed when. their voice was ſtifled, they com- 
bine the day of their re · entry with! that of their 
departure, and they have the right to fay, All 
that interval is mire and blood, all this ſpace 
of darkneſs and crimes belomgs not to us. And 
ye, who dare call yourſelves republicans, and who 
have ſeen ſix thouſand heads lopped off without 
ſpeaking a ſingle word, and without having loſt 
one quarter of an hour's ſleep; ſhew; ſhew us the 
print of the chains of the 31ſt of May! No, they 
only who wore them can like to call En 
innocent, 

This is the point of view which Are wich 
to conceal, and which the impartial hiſtoriun 
will ſeize, in order to paint that diſaſtrous day 


to which we may apply that line of Racine: Com 


ment en un flows vil, lor fur il change ? W717 
When 1 ſpeak of the 31ſt of May, I join 
with it the following days. Undoubtedly the 
Pariſian people in inſurrection were not in a 
ſituation to judge what was paſſing; but this 


formidable maſs joined in the fame idea, which 


was to make the Convention obedient to the 
chiefs of the mob, who changed their names, but 
who had their views either in hatred, or in the 

g dt nr mißeerable 
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miſerable ambition of poſſeſſing ſome ſtrips of 
power, in order to give en * n r 
nity: to robbery and plunder. 10 24 

It is remarkable with 1 facility and: * 
diſpatch they armed this immenſe population. 
It is in thoſe hurricanes of a factious and unexpe- 
rienced multitude that the factious have ſucceſ- 
ſively founded their empire. The Henriots, the 
Ronſins, &c. have had on certain days as many 
and more ſoldiers than either Alexander or 
Cæſar. Whole battalions iſſued from a ſingle 
ſtreet; and this people, ſo long time peaceable, 
became at once warlike, and ſhewed themſelves 
no longer but in arms. 'This leading diſpoſition, 
in ſhort, tended continually in OY CO 
into militia, | 
The cannon of Vendemiaire * ecerefited this 
inclination of the Pariſians towards partial inſur- 
reCtions. They have reflected, that they were the 
dupes or the victims of certain leaders, who, after 
having precipitated them into danger, abandoned 
them with a cowardice truly academical. From 
that day the Pariſians are a little deaf to the cun- 
ning or perfidious voice which would perſuade 
them to riſe in inſurrection; and there is every 
appearance, that if the government be; a little 
firm, they will not expoſe themſelves to carry the 
fire lock and pike into political diſcuſſions, and 
that they will no longer mingle with the ſeQtion- 
orators, and wiſh to govern the governors. 


The 
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- The Anarchiſts, the Antonelles, the Robert 
Lindet's, will call them poltroons, but they will 
be wiſe enough to liſten no longer to the enemies 
of their repoſe and their happineſs.” - 

1 return always to my favourite expreſſion, 
Paris is the Guingette of Europe; but if you fight at 
the guinguette, no one will go to amuſe himſelf, 
and all the artiſts and artizans of pleaſure, of 
ſhows, and good cheer, will be ruined. 8 


Alas I if the good Pariſians had believed mo 


in Vendemiaire! This is the placard which I 
addreſſed to them eleven days before the cahno- 
nade which royaliſm braved, 8 * which it was 
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wurf, and who un to addreſs to 708 
a few fraternal counſels. - Haften rt 
have en as . 
J was afflicted at your conduct, wept over your 
errors, and lamenting the evils vrhich you are 
preparing for yourſelves. I have ſpoken to you 
ſtern truths, for I have for a long time accuſtomed 
myſelf to diſguiſe nothing. I combatted deſpotiſm 
in the day of its triumph, in thoſe days in which the 
courageous man could expect, or received for his 
devotedneſs nothing but Baſtilles, exile, or death. 
I ſhall not be accuſed of having flattered the great, of 
having negleCted the intereſts of the weak or op- 
preſſed. If calumny or petulance continue to di- 
rect againſt me new perſecutions, they ſhall not 


at leaſt take from me that tranquillity which is in- 
ſpired by a good conſcience ; if my countrymen 


miſled, do injuſtice to my intentions, if they ſuf- 
fer me to be inſulted, and anew calumniated, I 
ſhall conſole myſelf by the idea of the future, in 
which the man who has performed his duties will 


find 
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find a compenſation for his labours, and reap the 
reward of his ſacrifices: I hate endeavoured to 
enlighten you with reſpect to wur errors, with 
reſpect to the project of thoſe factious men whoa 


you liſten to with too much complacency, and 


who lead you aſtray;” I have ſpoken an auſtere 
language, to which you are not yet accuſtomed. 


The flatterers of kings make tyrants of them; the 


flatterers of the people draw them on to the brink 
of the abyſs, into which they Always puſh/ them 
headlong. Robeſpierre flattered you: and reflect 
at preſert into what degradation he plunged you. 
The Jacobins flattered you, they talked to you 
continually of your ſupremacy, of your virtues; 
while they endeavoured to aſſociate you with 
their erimes. Robeſpierre is fallen, the Jacobins 
exiſt no longer, but new men are riſing againſt 
you; and alike are conſpiring your ruin. Who 
are the men who are continually agitating them- 
ſelves within your walls, who are ſcaling! the 
tribunes of your aſſemblies ? Hirelings of foreign- 
ers, old valets of kings, vile ſtock-jobbers, who 
are endeavouring.to prolong diſorders, that they 


might be enabled to continue their pillage with 


impunity. A few/ex-academicians, vain and fu- 
tile men, for ever employed about their own pri- 
vate intereſt, abounding in captious phraſes, and 
barren in open and loyal acts: after having been 
deceived; ſo often miſled, will you ſuffer your- 
ſelyes to be ſtill deceived? - Unfortunate Pari- 

fans ! 
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nans ] never can we wonder endugb at your ſtu⸗ 
pid credulity! O unhappy Pariſians! Can we 


help lamenting your fate? Thoſe; who. demi- 


nated over you laſt year appeared to wiſh: for the 
deſtruction of all thrones, in order to conſolidate 
their own tyranny Thoſe who miſlead you at 


preſent are the friends, the defenders of kings; 
they are endeavouring to raiſe] up that throne 


which your hands have thrown down in thoſe 
days of glory which 8 now ſeem at to have 
forgotten. Bor i 2} k dict. | 1 tab! 6 ft 


But have ne ſeriouſly on the horrible 


lot which is prepared for you, if they ſuould ſuc- 
ceed? Reflect, that all tyrants have a common 
cauſe to maintain; that they form in ſome ſort a 
ſeparate family, haſtile to the great family of man- 
kind. Louis the XVIIth or XVIIIth will neyer 
pardon you for having inveſted the palace of 
Louis the XVIth, for baving ſuffered; him to be 
led to the ſcaffold, You would ſoon ſee yout 
walls inundated with foreign phalanxes, who 
would divide your ſpoils, and bathe themſelves 
in your blood. If, as we hope, the projects of 
your enemies and our own are not effectuated, 
would your deſtiny be ameliorated, if by your 
diviſions, by your attempts againſt the mandato- 
ries of the people, you put at a diſtance the re- 
turn of that peace after which the whole of 
France is aſpiring? What! have you not to fear 
the juſt reſentment of the departments? | Liſten 


to 
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to thoſe energetic addreſſes which the Convention 
is every day receiving, they no longer treat you 
as the brave Pariſians, the defenders; the ſupport- 
ers of public liberty. There were certain days 
when you have deſerved thoſe titles, but thoſe 
glorious days are paſt. They conſider you as no- 
thing more than turbulent revolters, tumultuous 
madmen, vile ſlaves who are looking” for a maſ- 
ter. You flatter yourſelves, perhaps, that your 
anarchical exceſſes may remain unpuniſhed. The 
31{' of May undoubtedly ought to have put the 
whole of France in inſurrection, republican pha- 
lanxes ought to have poured in from the north 
and the ſouth to defend thoſe generous men whom 
ye abandoned, or whom ye aided to oppreſs. 
They did not do it, but let not their paſt ination 
be any ſecurity to you for the future; the times 
are changed, misfortunes and ſorrowful leſſons 
of experience enlighten men. The inhabitants 
of the departments have perceived the error 
which they committed in ſuffering their moſt zea- 
lous defenders to be ſacrificed ; that error they 
have cruelly expiated. They will no longer ex- 
poſe themſelves by a cowardly complaiſance to 


new misfortunes. Beſides, in 1793, public opi- 
nion was palſied, tyranny had diſſeminated through 


every canton its numerous emiſſaries, terror had 
ſtifled the voice of the virtuous man, crime alone 


was liſtened to. At preſent, the friends of li- 
berty may lift up, majeſtically their heads. By en- 
lightening 


- 
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lightening their fellow-citizens, they have no Ion - 
ger to fear either proſcription or death. Liberty 
of opinion exiſts, it exiſts even for impudent Hars, 
for wretches ho are abuſing yu; and if the 
1 departments league againſt you, or abandon yo 
to yourſelves, what will be your ſituation? Re- 
1 flect, that it is not within your walls that thoſe har- 
| veſts grow which feed you; that produce which 
keeps alive your induſtry. Reflect; that it is not 
on the banks of the Seine that thoſe veſſels anchor 
which waft to Europe the riches of the reſt of the 
world. Reflect, that you have need of the aſſiſtance 
of the inhabitants of the other cantons 5 F ranice, 
and that they have no need of you. | 
ou want tranquillity and nic to recal 
amidſt you induſtry, the arts, the ſciences, which 
our ſavage Vandals have baniſhed. ' Can your 
city recover its former ſplendor? What do I ſay? 
She may acquire a ſplendor much more ſolid and 
honourable.” Formerly you were indebted for 
the magnificence which ſhone within your walls 
to the vices of the great, 'the corruption of the 
court, and the miſery of 'the provinces ; all the 
oppreſſors of the people came to conſume amidit 
you the fruit of their rapine and their extortions. 
Palaces were erected at the expence of cottages. | 
Liberty, on the contrary, will create comforts at 
which you will not have to bluſh, and for which 
you will meet with no reproaches. The depart- 
ments will contribute to your proſperity, and 
| | you = 
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you will labour for theirs. ”'That river which 
traverſes your abode may, by labour, great indeed, 
but poſſible, ' and even eaſy in a free ſtate, re- 
ceive ſome day thoſe ſtately veſſels which plough 
the ocean. Lou will fee, as by enchantment, 
the colours of different nations unfurled before 
your eyes. This fight will undoubtedly far out- 
weigh that which heretofore was preſented to you 
by the pompous cars of diſſolute courtiers, which 
threatened to cruſh the multitude. Your city 
will became the centre of the moſt extenſive com- 
merce, and the moſt active induſtry. But theſe 
creations can only take place in the boſom of 
pes... ; 9109 Tt 2 
« Put an end, then, to your diſſenſions; con- 
found the hope of guilty men, who are miſlead- 
ing you. Refle& on the misfortunes which you 
are preparing for your children, for your wives, 
for yourſelves. Diſtinguiſſi your enemies, ſpurn 
them from you; but difcern your friends, and 
unite yourſelves to your brethren. Liſten to the 
counſels which a wiſe man of the eaſt gave to his 
fellow - citizens. Two parties were on the point 
of coming to arms; he turned his eyes towards 
the miſled crowd, whoſe moi ſacred intereſts 
and deareſt affections were blinded, like yours, 
| by unhappy: paſſion. He ſees on both ſides ſons, 
| brothers, relations, and friends, and he ſees them 
nevertheleſs ready to tear each other in pieces. 
He is feized with pity and compunction, and in 
his 
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his grief expreſſes himſelf in theſe terms Oh, | 


+ Brama ! at the ſight of thy children thus array. 

ed, and waiting for the fight, my limbs have no 
longer any force, my countenance grows pale, 
my hair ſtands erect on my body, and my- whole 
frame ſhudders with horror. O my felow-citi- 


„ gens! you who are under the ſame, ſky, who 


I breathe the ſame air, who bathe yourſelves every 
day in the ſalutary waters of the Ganges, who 
offer to Brama the ſame preſents and the ſame 


* ſacrifices, what demon leads you aſtray ; what 


« fruit do you expect to reap from horrible dif- 
cord, from frightful civil war? When you ſhall 
« ſee your brethren, your children. ſacrificed, 
* where will you find happineſs? Is it on the 
* tomb of thoſe who are deareſt to you, that you 
vill taſte the pleaſures, the enjoyments of life? 
Alas! you will experience how unhappy are 
* thoſe who have loſt, and who. have loſt through 
« their own fault, thoſe who could ſoften their mis- 
« fortunes, andembelliſh their proſperity—you will 
te experience what remorſe thoſe have to feel who 
« are inſtrumental. in diſmembering their coun- 
« try.” The wiſe Indian did not ſpeak in- vain: 
his fellow-citizens, perceived their error, their 
arms fell from their hands; the two; parties 
mingled together, and they drove from amidſt 
them the perfidious men who had fowed the ſeeds 
of diſaffection. 
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« How happy ſhould I eſteem myſelf if my ex- 
bortations could produce the ſame effect, if I 
could overturn the projects of your enemies, and 
render their exertions powerleſs. . Have but one 
mind with the brethren of the departments ; have 
confidence in thoſe who are endeavouring to put 
an end to your misfortunes; rally yourſelves 
around your legiſlators, protect their delibera- 
tions, cauſe their decrees to be reſpected; let 
them, in ſhort, find peace, confidence, and ſecu- 
rity amongſt you. Drive from their remembrance 
thoſe diſaſtrous days, thoſe days of ſhame, in 
which, under your eyes, they dragged a crowd 
of victims to the ſcaffold. Sixty ruffians covered 
France with blood and mourning ; five hundred 
thouſand men within thoſe walls were witneſſes 
of their crimes, and had not the courage to reſiſt 
them. Remember that brilliant epocha, in which 
a ſolemn federation aſſembled within your walls, 
Frenchmen from every part of the empire. 
approaching your gates, no cruel recollection rent 
their hearts, they felt nothing but the enthuſiaſm 
of liberty, and the joy of uniting themſelves to 
thoſe whom they conſidered as its founders. To 
day they have fathers, brothers, friends, to weep 
over, and thoſe objects ſo dear have periſhed 
under your eyes. Haſten, then, to expiate your 
faults and your errors; be to France what you 
were in the firſt days of the Revolution. | 
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* Nu not diſdaln che advice of a n wiſhes 


only your happineſs, who would not wiſh to have 
reproaches to make you, but who, forced at pre- 
ſent to expreſs ſtrong truths to you, comforts him- 

ſelf with the hope of having ſoon the pleaſure of 


rejoicing at his efforts. I ſaw, without terror, the 
dungeons into which the rage of your tyrants 


plunged me; but I cannot fee without a ſenti- 
ment not leſs painful, without a ſentiment of ter- 
ror, the abyſs which is dug under your feet. 
Let peace and concord . re-eſtabliſh themſelves | 
amongſt you. The Royaliſt will tremble at their 
approach, and will be forced to fly or hide him- 
ſelf. On the contrary, if your diviſions continue, 
Republicans will remove from among you, and 
your city will offer nothing but the. fad fpec- 
tacle of miſery, diſcord; and anarchy. 

« Pariſians ! the government approaches. This 


the enemies of the country. would wiſh to pre- 


vent, as well as the happy days of peace. Cloſe 


your ſections, put an end to the inexhauſtible 


chattering of your little ambitious leaders, who 
are looking only for places; delirium and frenzy 
compoſe the elements of their dangerous diſ- 
courſes. Submit to decrees matured, meditated, 
and whoſe wiſdom will be admired by poſterity. 
Obey the laws, abandon your miſleaders, and let Eu- 
rope no longer ſay of you, that you wiſh for no kind 
of government; that after having overturned the 


monarchy, you with alſo to * the Republic; 
take 
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take from all our enemies the joy they. would , 
have in ſaying, with ſome reaſon, that you 0 | 


9 in the er ee, of ban 


CHAP. XCIII ; : 


| THE \HEAD-LOPPER. 
I nave ſeen this monſter: he was a long time 
a ſlave at Moroceo, whoſe ſovereign reckons in 
the number of his amuſements that of cutting off 
five or fix heads every morning before breakfaſt. 
It was there that he accuſtomed himſelf, from 
compulſion, to the horrible trade which he Pro: 
feſſed afterwards from taſte at Paris. F 
It is ſaid, that at Verſailles this ferocious man, 
to hinder the rain from waſhing off the blood 
which diſcoloured his beard (which he wore a 
ng time), kept it ſheltered under his riding- 
He faid, returning to Paris after the night 
£ Pe. 6th of October, 1789, © It was worth 
" while to make me go down there for 1700 leads! 
He boaſted of having torn out the heart of 
Foulon and Berthier ; and pretending to have done 
an at of patriotiſm, he wanted to demand a civic 
medal from the National Aſſembly. 
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Hot then is it Ut we have ſubmitted to tele 


proconſuls who have thus mowed down the ü- 


man race? What is this legion of executioners 
which has inundated France with blood? We 


muſt indeed love man well to love him till. "Theſe 
_wretches proſtrated thernfelves before the buſt of 


Marat, and admired the gigantomacy of Collot ; 
they meet in every city, in every town, with an 


| animal bolt, that is to ſay, with gaol-keepers, 


ſcaffold-carpenters, and ſatellites, as many as they 
could have wiſhed. If the French nation had 
not been plunged i into a legarthic ſleep (except- 
ing our brave ſoldiers) how ſhould we have found 
fuch an exceſs of cowardice and apathy ; but our 
ſoldiers were occupied in thundering on the Au- 
ſtrians, and clearing the territory of France. 

Thoſe head Ioppers iſſued from the revolution- 
ary committees, from the revolutionary tribunals, 
from the revolutionary clubs, payed forty ſgus to 
each individual, (thoſe were the imaginations of 
the horrible Danton) and from the revolutionary 
irmies; every thing was then revolutionary. 
Revolutionary logic was printed. What an eclipſe 
of the human mind ! Where are the principles 
of a revolutionary logic? But as this language 
has had its reign, we ought to make forte mmen- 
tion of it here. 

The guillotine was firſt called the bend lep 
per: it was an invention which, from diſpenſing 


with the ſervice of the hand of the executioner, 
| has 
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has multiplied executions, and favoured perhaps, 


more than all the- reſt, the fanguipary ſway. of 
the two hideous committees, But the term head- 


chopper did not prevail. 


It is called the quilloting... | wWe h dir talked of 


the reign of the guillatine, the! reaſon of the guillotine. 
If any one had told Monteſquieu that this word 
would one day be placed in the political diction- 
ary of the French . what would he we 


thought ? 


- 
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CHAP. XCTV. 


| ANACHARSIS CLOOTZ, 


Hz came tq us Bun Pruſſia, and had entitled 
himſelf the orator of the human race. A faRti- 

tious coſmopolite, he ſpoke of the univerſal re- 
public, which he promiſed the world. It was 
ſaid on this ſubject, that Mount Athos ſhould be 
the tribune, and the Cordilliers the benches, on 

which ſhould, be ſeated this repreſentative of the 
univerſe, He made ſeyeral ſpeeches more ex- 
travagant one than the other, as if he meant to 
render the Legiſlative Body ridiculous, . But it is 
rather to be ſuppoſed. that he followed the leſ- 


ſons which had been giyen him, and whigh tended 
| ta 
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to bring republican ideas into contempt, * the 


' 
F 
| 
| 


extravagant extenſion which he gave them. 


x 


The C. Gregoire, Biſhop of Blois, has 
written to John Ramon Joſeph de Arce, Arch- 


biſhop of Burgos, Grand Inquiſitor of Spain, that 


he ought to convert himſelf to humanity, and - 
am perſuaded that he has done this in the ſin- 
cerity of his ſoul. But I doubt whether at the 
voice of Gregoire this hideous tribunal will be 
annihilated, this throne of cruelty and intolerance, 


whoſe baſis is at Madrid, and which extends \ 


terrible power to Lima and Mexico. Clootz' $ 


republic made us laugh when we had little diſpo- 


ſition to ſmile, Will Gregoire's letter ſtrike the 
ſoul of the grand inquiſitor? Will he be chriſtian 
enough to provoke himſelf the ſuppreſſion of the 
tribunal, of which he is the chief, as he is in- 
vited? This is what the future will teach us. 
Anacharſis Clootz was beheaded, though he 
had for a long time followed the Jacobin ſtandards, 


and if the good Gregoire went to Madrid, I would 
not anſwer” that he would not be dragged. into 


the dungeons of the Holy Office; that would de- 
pend on circumftances. The Auto- da- fe may 
again be rekindled, and more than one torque- 
mada is living in that fine country in which igno- 
rance and fanaticiſm will have Ge alt and invi- 
ſible retreat, _ 

| Univerſal republic! What is the acceptation 


of this wad? | If you underſtand that the uni- 


91200 
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verſe is to have the ſame laws, it is evident, that 
though the principles of nature and the declara- 
tion of rights be of all places, as of all times, 
their application is ſubordinate to a crowd of 
local circumſtances- which "nectſſitates modifica- 
tions. 

Shall we be told that nations i different 
conſtitutions, will found them all on the princi- 
ples of liberty and equality, and love each other as 
brethren? We may here apply the advice of a 


miniſter to the Abbe St. Pierre: *Send mi MNouaries | 


firſt to convert the globe.” 

Several countries of Europe and America will 
ſoon aggrandize the domain of liberty, but ſome 
hundreds of nations will yet be a long time ſtran- 
gers to true principles, and it is doubtful if they 
will be ſoon adopted by the Barbary corſairs, 
the plunderers of Arabia, and the Anthropophagi 
of the Southern Sea, 

Shall we be told, in ſhort, that the different 
ſtates of the globe will form alliances? This hy- 
potheſis applies ſcarcely to any other than thoſe 
who are united by commercial relations? In 
this manner, a great deal of time muſt run on 
before the French ſign a treaty with the Iſco- 
rides and the Papys; and, under theſe different 
aſpects, the univerſal republic i is in politics what 
the philoſophical ſtone is in phyſics. a 
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chr. XCV.__ 
* GREAT SCARCITY, 


Ir was during the winter of 1794 that the 
want of meat was felt at Paris. A crowd at 
once, and at the ſame time, filled the ſhops of the 
butchers ; houſemaids, cooks, ſervants, &c. A 
pound of beef roſe at once from eighteen to twen- 
ty-five ſous. The citizens murmured, and none 
reflected that the conſumption of this article by 
an army of twelve hundred thouſand men, joined 

+ to the extreme ſcarcity of forage, and the war of 
the Vendee, occaſioned: this increaſe of price. 
From that time, the ſending cattle to Paris di- 
miniſhed inſenfibly. The penury was alſo aug- 
mented by the manceuvres of malevolence. The 
ſanguinary commune iſſued their famous atrete, 
which reduced every mouth to a pound of meat 
each decade, and was affixed at the door of every 
houſe; and the members of the revolutionary 

committees were like ſo many Dr. Sangrados, 
who lowered every appetite without mercy. 
How many mothers of families have I ſeen grow 
pale, and wipe away their tears at the reading of 
this ſiniſter paſtoral letter on the univerſal faſt ! 


Nevertheleſs, droves of milch-cows arrived from 
the 


”— _ 
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the provinces; the devourers of the people began 


in this way the fact of famine; and laboured-ſe- 
dulouſly to annihilate the reproduction of the 
ſpecies. The forerunners of the revolutionary 
army, like famiſhed wolves, had already ſwept 
the country, darting their prying eyes into every 
farm and every yard. Thither they precipitated 
themſelves, armed with pitch-forks and bayonets, 
ſeized the ſheep, the fowls, burnt the barns, un- 
tied the oxen in the ſtables in the face of the 
proprietor, and fold their prey to infamous ſpe- 
culators. Theſe atrocious robberies made eggs 
and butter diſappear. At nine in the morning 


the Hall, till now the vaſt and rich ſtorehouſe of 


all the productions of nature, were ſtript. The 
women formed themſelves in long files, and from 
midnight braving the inclemency of the ſeaſon, 
waited patiently each in their turn to procure at 
the hazard of their lives three eggs and four ounces 
of butter. The cavalry and military force of the 


ſections, detached by the prowling beaſts of the 


revolutionary committees, augmented the tumult 
and diſorder. How many women with child 
(they were afterwards treated with more reſpeQ, 
and took their turn before the reſt) were victims 
of this unhappy period ! How many precious 
fruits of conjugal love have been ſtifled in their 
embryo, and annihilated at the ſource of life 
Oh ! what feeling man could have ſeen, without 


weeping for grief, thouſands of individuals of 


both 
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both ſexes running after the cake 


ſtreets leading :to.-fleſh-markets ; who, ' bending 
under the weight, ran themſelves to avoid being 


aſſailed by the crowd which preſſed upon them, 
and ſeemed to devour with their eyes the raw 


meat! A ſullen diſcontent darkened every vi- 
ſage: they curſed life, and the execrable authors 


of the famine; meanwhile the gen d' armes gallop- 
ed their horſes amongſt the ſtalls of three feet in 


length, overthrew the venders, and increaſed the 


number of accidents, under pretence of prevent- 


ing them, e by . tactic the __ | 


ſhameful traffic. 


 Ruffians, in the pay of the commune, pe the 
women range themſelves in files, but while they 
waited for their turn, ſhivering with the cold, 


broad-ſhouldered carcaſe-porters, forming an im- 
penetrable rampart before the ſhops, carried off 
whole oxen, and when the lion's ſhare was taken, 


the women ranged after each other had not ad- 


vanced a ſingle ſtep, and e by hundreds 
with empty hands. 


Fiſh, which had been ſpoilt from being too long 


kept, was bought up with avidity, and from its 


corrupted ſtate occaſioned diſeaſes. On the Quay 
of the Vallee, lamb was ſold fifteen livres a pound, 


and the ſale continued a long time with ſcanda- 
lous profuſion. The peaſants went about the 


ſtreets with baſkets of fowls in their arms. The 
Pariſtans lived for ſome time on hens and chick- 


- ens, 
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ens, which it was impoſſible to bring up in the 


country, ſince all the grain was put in requi- 
ſition. This factitious abundance of a commo- 
dity, which was almoſt excluſively the portion of 
the rich, laſted but a little while; and gave place 
to vegetables. What is called dry pulſe,” ſuch 
as rice, lentils, beans, was heaped up in military 
magazines, and the diſcovery of half a peck of 
this eatable, which more than one family was 


forced to dreſs in pure water, was looked 1 | 


as an inſtance: of good fortune. 

\ To this deſolate penury of fubſiſtence was 
joined the more deſolating difficulty of having 
bread. From two in the morning the women 
ranged themſelves in a long line, which the peo- 
ple deſignated afterwards by the name of queus. 
The young girls were not the laſt to put them- 
ſelves in the ranks. - Their'wanton chatter, their 
immoderate laughter, was heard afar, and kept 
awake more than one young man. The dark- 
neſs of the night, the gates of alleys conveniently 
half open, were favourable to a tte à tote, dex- 
terouſly concerted. We ſaw men of ſixty yetits 
old; valets, ſhop-boys, ſtopping to review theſe 
ranks, and chuſe their dulcineas. Others, more 
ſhameleſs, began with kiſſing the women at the 
head of the file, and continued on to the laſt. 
Theſe embraces were accompanied with other 


liberties leſs diſcreet ; and theſe ſort of amuſe- 


ments contributed much' towards the perverſion 
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of morality, and the extinQion of female modeay. 
The ſentiment of fraternity was annihilated in 
every heart. Every one held it as a maxim to 
eame a quality common to every mind. The laſt 
of the file found means of ſliding forwards to the 
_Aarſt ranks. - The women ſoan ſtruggled forcibly 
with the men, The ir charafters acquired a tone of 
ſharpneſs from reſiſtance. They all became im- 
petuous, contracted a habit of ſwearing, and at 
length their voices, grown hoarſe from loud and 
angry cries, were = men 0 thoſe | 
of carmen. T bei 
In the intervals of "OR which followgd: theſe 
ſcandalous diſcuſſions, were heard the cries of 
infants, and of the aged aſking for bread. How 
ſhould I pity the inſenſible being who youlg t 
have been moved by theſe cries! . 
Nearly at the fame time, other queues were 
formed. far oil, ſoap, and candles. The day- 
labourers with mournful and downcaſt looks, 
counts with ſighs the hours that he loſes from his 
Work. 

The ſudden and exceſſiye dae of wages 
was the conſequence of the homicidal law of the 
maximum: The execrable commune had built 
its plan of univerſal famine on this law, but in 
order to conceal the project from the eyes of the 
credulous multitude, an advertiſement was ſtuck 


up at the moment of its formation, by which 
every 
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every tradeſman, either butcher or grocer, had 
gave up buſineſs, og we ume 
and arreſted as ſuch. 8 e 

This ferocious law enen the evil; ry 
thing diſappeared, and the tradeſman, to indem - 
nify himſelf for his toſſes, and particularly for the 
pillage of his butter, ſugar, coffee, and for the 
arbitrary confiſcations of the commiſſaries for mo- 
nopolies, hawked about his goods in ſecret from 
houſe to houſe, where individuals een en OP 
at any price. 

Such, in 1794, was ths firuation 6 thicgope- 
ous city for ſubſiſtence; in which formerly reign- 
ed that peace and abundance which makes our 
country an object of affection to ns. 

The year 1795 was not Re hinet hindi 
preceding ; from the beginning of the autumn, 
fleſh-chandlers began by ſelling their meat at 
twenty-five ſols, who, in the month of Ventoſe, 
aſked three livres ten ſous, ſtript alſo of its ane 
order to make tallow. | J 

The agents of the old commiſſion bad given 
birth to this abominable traffick. By means of 
the right of requiſition and detention with which 
they were inveſted, they bought meat at the price 
of the maximum, then ſold it _ to the retailers 
at an exhorbitant price. 

The ſame pillage took place with ceſgiel to 
other commodities, which CIT to money-job- 
bing, 
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bing, as well as that of watches and ite by 


the brokers of the hall, macro yp ah gr to 


the depreciation of the aſſignats. 
The cold at length came to en theſe 


_ evils; during two years the capital received its 
Coals were extremely 


firing from day to day. 
rare, and it was remarked that never but a ſingle 
boat entered at once into each wharf. People 


ſometimes paſſed their nights in order to take 
their turn. The wood was ſold as faſt as the f 


wood-porters could take it out of the water. 
The river ſuddenly frozen up cauſed a 9 


failure of ſupply, and no other reſource was to 
be had but cutting down the woods of Boulogne, 
Vincennes, Verrierres, St. Cloud, Meudon, &c. 
Bloodſuckers, iſſuing from dens of robbers, took 
advantage of the public misfortunes to ſatiate 
themſelves with gold and ſilver. They ſold two 
cart load of wood for four hundred livres; the 
neceſſitous ſawed their wooden bedſteads to dreſs 
their food, and keep themſelves from dying with 


the cold. Old men returned from the foreſts 


| bending under their loads, and reminded us of 
the fable of the poor wretch and death. The 
publie fountains were frozen; the water - carriers 
in thoſe quarters diſtant from the river, foreed to 
go far in ſearch of water, were paid fifteen and 
eyen twenty ſous the bucket; the citizens, en- 


Wc at this potts, all became water-car; 


riers; 8 


„ tj md a oa ma . the „ . 
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ners; and When the reſervoirs of the - public 


fountains were untha wed, queues — 
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CHAP. XVI. 


PALAIS ITY CI-DEVANT PALATS: oo 


| * 
As the S's of the Beſt fruit begins 


by a ſlight rottenneſs, ſo the Palais Royal is the 


ſpot-which has corrupted” our modern manners, 
and propagated the gangreen. I never traverſe 
theſe long galleries, without ſeeing that ſhade, 
who from the ſame place where his great-grand- 


father had given, as Voltaire ſays, the ſignal of 


pleaſures, gave the ſignal for every ambitious in- 
trigue, every atrocious crime, and whom we may 
conſider as the real founder of the ſeaffolds of 
Robeſpierre, and the ſanguinary regime which at 
the ſame time oppreſſed and degraded the na- 
tion; for its ſtupor and its ſilence, during eighteen 
months of crimes, are, as I have elſewhere ſaid, 
more alarming to the reflection of the philoſo- 
pher, than the phyſical diſſolution of the world. 


Here [I am, under theſe arcades, hotbeds of 


every poiſonous plant which has been earefully 
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NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 
tranſplanted into every department. Here is the 
focus of civil diſcord and cabal | here is the tem- 
ple where ſtockjobbing devours the public for- 
tune, and condemns whole families to hunger, 
reduced to miſery by an allowed and murderous 
traffick l look at thoſe daring ſpoilers of our laſt 
reſources | ſee them walking by bands, their 
heads ect, their look inſolent, a picktobth for 
ever in their mouth, and their hand in their 
breeches · pocket, chinking their louis. They have 
U red faces, and round bellies, the ſmile of irony 
1s always on their lips; they brave the look of 


the honeſt man, and though the patroles ſeparate 


them, they join again in groupes like drops of 
quickſilver; they go; come, return, accoſt each 


other, divide by platoons, and then meet again 
in a body; he who is in the midſt gives the or- 


derly word: it is a ſign, a geſture, a half-word 


which changes every half-hour, and immediately 


they have the courſe of exchange of the louis, ra- 
pidly pencilled down on a ſcrap of paper. 

This is that hoſtile army, ſubſidized and main- 
tained by the foreign cabinets! Their guineas have 
deſtroyed our paper 2 and attacked ew 
credit. 

Under the ſteps of the Rue Vivien are the 
{ubaltern thieves, who execute the orders of 
their chiefs with a punctuality not leſs aſtoniſhing 
than their addreſs, to ſeize the n hints we 
the word of command, | 

Their 


— — 
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Their dreſs is pretty uniform; it is an hair-cap 
with a fox's tail. Hercules, the ſtrongeſt of men, 
covered himſelf with the ſkin of a lion, which is 
the ſtrongeſt” of all animals; thoſe who are the 
moſt cunning, and moſt knaviſh, put on the ſkin 
of a fox, which is the moſt crafty and moſt vora- 
cious of all beaſts. „ 

They are in doublets, with dirty booty, and 
greaſy hair, a gallows look, livid mouth, fardonic 
grin ; their eyes are in continual ſearch of pocket- - 
books, are moveable and winking like thoſe of 
apes, who ſtudy to ſteal without being ſeen; 
their language is raillery or obſcenity. 
keep near taverns, which ſerve them as retreats; 
they ſpread their nets in obſeure corners; then 
fally out ia haſte to give the alert to their accom- 
plices. They are ſtationed at the doors of the 
theatres, but they never enter; they read the 
play- bills that are ſtuck up no more than the re- 
ſolutions of the Directory, and the Conſtituted 
Authorities; one might ſuppoſe that the laws 
did not regard them, ſo calm and collected are 
they in their inobſervance, or violation of them. 
They drink often, and but little at a time; the 
thirſt of gold tempers the thirſt of wine; their ſo- 
briety is not a virtue, but an attention ine 
loſe time. 

Women mingle amongſt them, and carry on 
the ſame trade; they are even ſtill more cunning, 
they read the cypher much more quickly than 

VOL. 1. Aa men; 
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men; * mouſe who carries off a um of 


bread, and who ſkips into his hole with the rapi- 
dity of lightning, is their perfect image you have 
no need to ſpeak to them, they gr what mw 


are going to ſay. 
. Theſe perſons do not tea den ee thiy 
pump out, as by an attractive force, their con- 


tents, and in a tone ſo ſimple, ſo piteous, that 


theſe knaves in robbing you, ſeem as if they bag 


rendered you a ſervice. - 


Step back to. the galleries which lead to the 
theatre of the republic, you will perceive from 
one end to the other ſhops full of girls, who give 
breakfaſts and cold ſuppers ; you enter, you go 
out without ſaying a word; you are helped by 
ſhewing your aſſignat. Brokers, jobbers, -ſale{- 
men, ſmoke, drink, ruminate in thoſe filent ca- 
verns; no perſon ſpeaks, and the greateſt orgies are, 


if we may uſe the expreſſion, dumb. The avenues 


are dark and cold, libertiniſm aſſumes in theſe 
places ſomewhat of an icy form, which appears to 


have its code, and its motives. 


Not far, and as ſoon as day breaks, hair-dreſſers 


boys give a kind of public leſſon, and teach their 
miſtreſſes to dreſs women's wigs. By the ſide of 
a doll with a golden head-dreſs, hang ſauſages 
and hams. On the other fide, thouſands of bot- 
tles of fine wines, liqueurs of Martinico are 
placed on ſhelves, and preſent to the eye of the 


_ Paſſengers their precious labels. While I am 


writing, 


IF wx FO RT 
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writing, two hundred bottles, ranged on a rotten 
plank, have fallen down on other. bottles, and 
Cape wine mingles its torrents with thoſe of the 
cream of Barbadoes. The ſoil deeply impregnat- 
ed, has chaſed away for an hundred yards around, 
the filthy odour of the place. + ' 

He who heretofore modeſtly drank his liquoriſh 
water, though only a ſubaltern ſtock-jobber, now 
ſwallows and favours nothing but Champagne, 
and other delicious wines, from the cellars of 
emigrants, and which they will never drink 
again. 

Delicate morſels, partridge-pies, Cal baſkets BY 
cherries, winter green-peas, brawn, ſuch are the 
delicious rarities which theſe money-brokers re- 
gale themſelves with, who, in a ſpace of fix hun- 
dred feet ſquare, find their table, their walk, 
their reſidence, their enjoyments, their fortune, 
and the eternal aliment of their monſtrous la- 
bours. | 8 
The current price of louis, of which they are 
the maſters, is enregiſtered 'from hour to hour on 
the pye-cruſt ; you read 1000 livres, you go back, 
it is changed to 1500. 

The jewellers ſhops are as numerous and bril- 
liant as if there was neither miſery, nor miſerable 
beings. You ſee nothing but watch-chains, half 
pearl, half diamonds. Thoſe who have only juſt 
wherewith to buy a loaf, look at theſe precious 
jewels, which are only ſeparated from their hands 

A a 2 by 
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by a- tranſparent glaſs, and this frail uo is 
religiouſly reſpected. 
The woollen-drapers * from the top of 
their ſhops to the floor, every kind of undulated 
ſtuff, which form a perfect contraſt with the ig- 
noble and dirty clothing of the paſſengers ; one 
would ſuppoſe that this merchandize was not in- 
tended for Frenchmen, and that they were going 
to embark it for Turkey. We contemplate it 
with nearly the ſame eye as the pictures of the 


{ 
Muſeum. Theſe ſtuffs are under your hand, you 
may touch them ; no one ſeems to be watching { 
them, and the maſter is careleſs anddaucy, when g 
you aſk him the price. 


Shops leſs expoſed, but not leſs rich, airs you 


brilliant ſuperfluities; ſuch as rings with two tl 
faces; a heart's-eaſe, or a panſy, or a Cupid 0 
holding by a thread a bird on the wing; firma- 1 
ments of ſtarry jewels ; preſents of friendſhip ; ear Ii 
pendants in flowers, in filigree, gold boxes, of 
etwees, or medallions, ſilver ice-cups with their fig 
ſpoons, cups of filver of antique forms, with ebo- ww. 
ny handles. And in admiring all this rich jew- fre 
ellery, which ſhews that gold ſtill exiſts, and has up 


not totally diſappeared, although three quarters 
and a half of the city may have loſt the remem- * 


brance of it, the odour of exquiſite ragouts aſ- inſu 
cends in light vapour from the air holes; the * 
fide tables are loaded with fruit, confectionary, I 
and paſtry, and there you may dine at every hour, but | 
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as in the courts of German princes, at the ſound 
of mulical inſtruments, and French-horns, filled 
by girls who are not nymphs of Diana. | 
Petty gaming-houſes ſupport the ſhops of girls 
who ſell garters, thread, lavender-water, tooth- 
bruſhes, and ſealing- wax; by their fide are book 
ſellers ſhops, where the diſeontented ariſtocrat 
eternally renews his daily lamentations. The moſt 


filly pamphlets are ſold amidſt books which have 


prepared the Revolution, and works which ſup- 
port the cauſe of liberty; but the bookſeller, in 
ſpite of his avarice, ſells thoſe laſt only with re- 
gret. | nnn | 

The anti-republicans are continually declaim- 
ing againſt all that is done, or that ſhall be done; 
the republic takes no notice of them, and goes 
on ſurrounded by triumphs *. How many allure- 
ments held out continually to youth, and to- the 
libertine! Pictures from curious collections, H- 
centious engravings, libidinous novels, ſerve as 
ſigns to a crowd of proſtitutes lodging in the 


wooden ſhops. Their nets are ten feet diſtant 


from the ſauntering youth, idle, and —_— dried 


up in the flower of his age. 
| : : 

* The repreſentatives of the people are condemned to the 
inſults, to the calumnies of the journaliſts, as the Engliſh are 
condemned to their robbers on the highway; and all to avoid 
a greater danger; the licence of the preſs proves its liberty. 

I can brave, ſuch a one will ſay, I defy their poignards 
but this is not enough, we muſt know how to brave calumay 


I ſpeak 
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I 6ſpeak now only of the galleries. Above N 
theſe wooden ſhops are gaming inſtitutions; where f 
are aſſembled all the et and torments * * 
hell. ö 8 te 
| Almoſt all the commotions which have trou- * 
bled Paris, have had their origin in the receſſes * 
of the Palais Royal. It is in this infernal place pl 
that the greateſt enemies of France have laboured P. 
at their plots; and a focus of impurity ſuch 'as ol 
this, if it was to ſubſiſt a long time, would be 0 
ſufficient to mine the moſt robuſt republic. The = 
republican genius will never be truly ſeated: but ye 
on its ruins; that is to ſay, when it ſhall-be th 
transformed into an edifice, new, wok uſeful to * 
the ſtate. A 
This palace has its phaſes; not leſs changeable T 

c 


than thoſe of the moon. As ſoon as the day 
cloſes, all the arcades are fuddenly illuminated, 85. 


the ſhops become reſplendent, and the jewellers a 
ſhew-boxes throw a long luſtre, The crowd be- LY 
comes more numerous. This is the moment in . 
which the gaming-houſes open, notwithſtanding on 
all the ſeverity of the laws of the police; whilſt on 
the great ſharpers are employed in the drawing- the 
rooms above, the leſſer ones are at work in the lia 


thronged paſſages which communicate with the 
adjacent ſtreets, and which ſerve as gliding-holes PR 
to ſwarms of pickpockets and money-jobbers. 
Formerly, it was the moment when ſtrangers 7 
and virtuoſoes went to admire, in the private ol 
40 5 apart- 


; | 
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apartments of the Duke of Orleans, the n 
figures of Aretin done in wax, large as life; the 


moment in which the youth, loſt to himſelf, tried 


to feaſt his eyes with the ſpectacle of the pre- 
tended ſavage, who coupled publicly with a fe- 
male of his ſpecies, at twenty-four fous.a head ; 
and this infamous man was put into the ſame 
priſon in which were thirty-two. repreſentatives 
of the people! I ſaw him, he was releaſed after 
a few days impriſonment. Your ſteps under the 


arcades are arreſted by a ſmoke which pricks 


your legs; you look, it is the kitchen- flame of 
the reſtaurateurs; and cloſe to them, the balls 
are beginning in theſe ſubterraneous grottoes. 
Acroſs the air-holes, you ſee circles of girls, leap- 
ing, giggling, ruſhing on their gallants like bac- 
chantes, with diſhevelled hair. Vonder are 
groups of diſcounters of mandats inſenſibly in- 
creaſing. Enters a ſpruce fellow in a blue riding- 
coat, round hat, waxed boots, tooth- pick in his 
mouth, he whiſpers, Four and half ;. they ſtammer 
out a few words; the group opens, he goes 
away; he has gained twenty thouſand livres; all 
the girls follow him, thee and thou him fami- 
liarly, toy, with him; he ſtrikes them wantonly 
with the palm of his hand on the backſide, or 
pinches them lightly ; he ſkips away, and is ſeen 

no more. 
Meanwhile in the auction rooms, the Stentor 
gives the ſignal. The brokers, dealers, retailers, 
| are 
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are all ſeated. Women's wigs, chimney pendy- 
lums, ſhawls, handkerchiefs, ſhirts, beds à la du- 
_ cheſſe, are ſold to the higheſt bidder. A barker 
parades each of theſe objects round the tables 
before the bidders. He grows hoarſe, he drinks, 
he has acquired 4 bellowing, which holds the me- 
dium between the human voice and the roaring 
of a bull; the tricks of the ſellers are ſuch, that 
they always deliver to you a worſe merchandize 
than that you purchaſed : the brokers make thoſe 
who are not of their trade pay much dearer. 

Spies of the police prowl in the ſecond-rate 
coffee-houſes, but no one now talks politics 
there; they drink their beer ſilently like Flander- 
kins. The taſte for brandy with ſeveral has 
taken place of that of wine; the ſot who drinks 
double, and ſometimes muddles himſelf, enaQts 
ſome of the pictures of Van Oſtade; the drink- 
ing places are crowded, and theſe guinguettes, 
without air, are places where I have felt moſt 
pain, in obſerving men labouring to become 
brutes. | 

Under the arcades are holes of ſhops, into 
which the girls attract paſſengers by their glances; 
there you ſee only a few rows of packets of pow- 
der, intermingled with glaſſes full of thread and 
toothpickers; and in other ſhops of the ſame 
kind, which are ſcarcely more richly furniſhed, 
. you find no other wares but thoſe exhibited by 

the ſign, or perhaps the dreſſes of theſe young 
= | ladies 
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ladies hung up on the inſde, in order to make a 
ſhow : thoſe places are to the ſeraglio, what the 
cooks ſhops are to the refayrateur Meot, where 
you enter vaſt ſaloons, the aſſiduous rendezvous 
of every man fattened by rapine, army contrac- 
tors, agents, adminiſtrators of tontines or lotteries, 
profeſſors of nocturnal robberies, in ſhort, ſtock- 


jobbers in chief. There you are ſerved at a nod. 


The diſh is put upon the table the moment it is 
called for; and as all thoſe who eat are lined 
with gold, they eat, and are attended like kings, 
princes, ambaſſadors, and financiers, 

Private rooms offer you at the ſame time every 
thing to fatiate gluttony and ſenſuality. The 
glaſſes which decorate them, multiply to the libi- 
dinous eye of an old ſatyr the charms of his miſ- 
treſs; and all the ſeats are elaſtic. In ſhort, there 
is a private ſaloon, where you drink the cooleſt 
liqueurs, and where burnt-incenſe eſcapes from 
boxes in little light cloudy ſtreams. There you 
dine à /Orienta/e; but there the covetous man 
never enters. These pleaſures are only for the 
prodigal; he finds in theſe apartments on certain 
days, all the pomp and ſingularity of the repaſt of 
Trimalcion. On a fignal given, the ceiling 
opens, and from heaven deſcend cars, drawn by 
doves and driven by Venuſſes; ſometimes it is 
an Aurora, ſometimes a Diana, who comes 1n 
queſt of her dear Endymion. All are clothed 
like goddeſſes. The amateurs chuſe, and the di- 

vinities, 
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vinities, not of Olympus, but of the ceiling, join 
themſelves to mortals. There was a time when 
the kneading of the Egyptian was in vogue. 
You: were kneaded by female hands in a wine 


bath; but this act ſalutary to health, and which 
favoured a neceſſary perſpiration, has been diſ- 


continued, though it equally ee to clean. 
neſs and pleaſure. 


You may well imagine that theſe oils come 


out from ſuch places, are ſtrangely ſcandalized to 


have their ears tormented with the ſounds of 


Poſtillon de Calais, Le Meſſager du Soir, The Mir- 


ror, they take no notice even of the Letter r 


Polichinelle, of The Conſtitution in Catches and Glees, 
of the petition of the Fockies of the two" Counſels, 
Satires againſt the government are as indifferent 
to them as all the eulogiums you can make. 
Their delicate dinners are far beyond thoſe of 
directors. They are ſtrangers to every thing that 
paſſes out of the circle of their pleaſures; poli- 
tical debates excite no more of their attention, 
than the diſcoveries of Lavoiſier excite that of 
bad poets. If they enter a ſhop, it is not that 
of the bookſeller who lives on royal pamphlets, 
they enter print-ſhops, their boot- makers, the con- 
fectioners, who are cloſe to each other, or the 
jewellers, whoſe windows are ſhining with gold 
and diamonds, ſnuff- boxes, and enigmatical rings. 
Their idle lacqueys lounge at the paſtrycooks and 


ſauſage ſhops, where they make their vulgar ſpe- 
culations, 
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culations on the pretended wines of fifty-two 
ſorts; but theſe lacqueys ſtrive in vain to imitate 
their maſters; they can never do, even in retail, 
what the money. jobbers do in wholeſale, and with 
magical monoſy llables. 

Such is the infected lazar- houſe 3 in the 
midſt of the great city, which would threaten the 
whole of ſociety with degradation and corrup- 
tion, if the ſcandals which it offers were not con- 
fined: to a ſingle point. 

The fatal contagion of gaming, the . of 
cupidity under all its forms, the licentiouſneſs of 
morals and of artiſts, do not extend to the reſt of 
the city; and it is a thing worthy of remark, that 
ſeveral quarters ſeem as it were epulated by all 
the vices which boil at the centre. What 1 have 
noticed as more diſtreſſing than libertiniſm which 
belongs to the warmth of youth, is, that blaſphe- 
my and infidelity are in every mouth and at every 
moment, / that it is becoming a fort of ſtyle, and 
that no care is taken to prevent it. | 

But it is a great ſcandal in our age that this 
brutal and depraved language has peryaded al- 
moſt every condition; and, ſince the epocha of 
the Revolution, has made a ſport of the moſt ſa- 
cred words, which were never heretofore pro- 
nounced but with reſpe&. The holy name of 
God is uſed in every converſation, not through 
impiety, but from want of decency and gravity. 
It 
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It is, perhaps, from having profaned the lan- 


guage, that we have loſt a part of our virtues; 
but what is moſt deplorable is, meeting almoſt 
every where troops of children without order or 
modeſty, who ſwear, bla] [pheme, and ſcandalize 
chaſte or pious ears. It is time to renew that 
_reſpe& which is due to the Supreme Being. For- 
merly the tongues of blaſphemers were 'pierced 
through. The brutal are not ſo dangerous as the 
poliſhed vices, but the precins of the Palais 
Royal have the melancholy . of n 
both. 

At Sodom and Gomorrah they did not read the 
books which are printed and publicly ſold at the 
Palais Royal. Juſtine, or the Misfortunes of Virtue, 
is expoſed on every ſtall. Put a pen into the claws 
of Satan, or of the evil genius of mankind, he will 
not be able to make a worſe. Twenty other pro- 
ductions, leſs abominable it is true, for that of 
which I ſpeak has borne away the prize of tur- 


pitude and of vice, are there to finiſh the decom- 


poſition of what inſtinctive morality remains in 
the heart of certain young people. And the ſel- 
lers and buyers are authorized oo theſe words, 
which have ſo often deceived us ;—< Liberty, un- 
limited liberty of the preſs.” | 
In the corner of that ſhop do you hear Sha is 
| ſaid? They are literally making vows for the army. 
of the Empire. It is going to recroſs the Rhine, 
and 
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and paſſing by Brabant and the Luxemburgh, and 
leaving Lorraine, Alſace, and Flanders on the 
rear, to reduce France on the north, to the limits 
exiſting in the time of the Valois. The book - 
ſeller's wife, daughter, aunt, and couſin, do not 
entertain a doubt of the victory of the three coa- 
leſced kings, which is to give them coffee for their 
breakfaſt, ſugar, and cinnamon, at -a very low 
price. The death of Charette was a ſubject of 
general lamentation, but they expect every thing 
from the — of Richer-Serizy, and the pen of 
Babceuf. 

It is of little conſequence to thoſe idlers whe- 
ther the coalition have wiſhed to make a ſecond- 
Poland of France. There is no longer any liberty 
when they can no longer aſſaſſinate the national re- 
preſentation ; and ſince there has been a revolu- 
tion, why ſhould there not be a counter-revolution, 
till the entire re-eſtabliſhment of demagogy ? 

In almoſt every houſe, trades are carried on 
which have not a name, chemical analyfis 
never would ſucceed in decompoſing the dif- 
ferent elements of theſe new traffics. The 
mind of man is aſtoniſhing, when pecuniary in- 
tereſt becomes the baſis of his thoughts and his 
actions, we find truly wherewith to ſmile at his 
mercantile ingenuity. The head of the greedy 
man calculates all at once, the time, the exchange, 
the variations, and ſubjugates chance, if I may 
uſe the ——_— in a bold and daſhing way. 

Ah! 


* 
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Ah! how many talents are 1 when ene on 
private: intereſts | | 
Walking under theſe acades, 1 bas bens 
ſtruck with the reſemblance of ſeveral phyſiogno- 
mies which were known to me, and which I had 
ſeen in my travels. I thought I beheld the Teſur- 
"reCtion of perſons departed. . Wen 
Does there exiſt amongſt men an attractive 
or ſympathetic force, which reproduces thoſe 
phyſiognomies to which you have been moſt at- 
tached during the courſe of your life? Or is it 
the play of imagination, which cannot detach it- 
ſelf from certain objects? It ſeems at leaſt that 
there are almoſt imperceptible family-features, 
but which we may read on every face; and if we 
were to claſs together the individuals who reſem- 
ble each other, if they ſhould. converſe together 
they would perhaps diſcover that they en 
from the ſame ſtock. 4 
We ſhould then remark a concordance in the 
found of the voice, ſome relative geſture, ſome 
reſembling motions, either in the winking of the 
eyes, the moving of the lips, or in the vibrations 
of the tongue againſt the palate, or in the con- 
formation of the noſe, in holding the head in ſuch 
or ſuch attitude, and the quickneſs or ſlowneſs of 
the ſtep. If individuals, having their characte- 
riſtic ſigns of reſemblance, were to be claſſed, and 
if a ſerious converſation ſhould take place be- fi 
tween them, might not happy diſcoveries be made, 4 
and 
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ah might not the looks be _ to Win families 
that have been ſeparated? 1 

It is a great pleaſure for me to ay; _ There is 
the perfect reſemblance of ſuch a one, whom I 
have ſeen in Switzerland. There is a head which 
has been deſcribed in Lavater; that woman re- 
minds me of her who danced in Germany, and 
who kept me in aſtoniſhment for two hours; 
there is the amiable homelineſs of my Bernois 
lady; that girl ought to have a great deal of wit, 
for ſhe reſembles my prattler of Mortier- travers; 
thoſe figures who juſt paſs me are Genevois; and 
here is a Baſque.” 

What I have been ſo long ae of is now 
under my eyes; it is the p/yviona trace, that charm- 
ing invention, which offers to the curious the moſt 
varied and numerous aſſemblage of the portraits 
of both ſexes. I fix myſelf before it in a reve- 
rie, and during that time the crowd elbow me 
and preſs on my back. I turn round, and claſs 
all thoſe individuals in families to which I have 
given names, which are known only to myſelf... It 
is a noſe of a certain tournure, and I fay to my- 
ſelf—* His relation is at Spire.” —A young lady 
paſſes, and I repeat—©She does not know that her 
ſiſter is at Lucerne.“ Ga 

I -ſhould have made a pretty good 8 ſpy; 
but this manner of obſerving has a diſagreeable 
ſide: it gives you antipathies, and antipathies too 
quick, too rapid, and which would lead you to 

form 
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form wrong judgments. Happily theſe iupher 
fions paſs off; but in however flight a degree 


you are governed by paſſions, they gain the aſ- 
cendant. If the ſtudy of phyſiognomies under the 
long walks of the Palais Royal has its charm, it 
difpoſes you alſo at the ſame time to a certain 
miſanthropy; for how many disfigured faces, on 
which the heavenly original is almoſt totally effac- 


ed! The true phyſiognomy of man has given 
place to figures of Ogres and Ogreſſes, who ſeem 1 
ready to kill: and devour each other. The majeſ- | { 
tic harmony which ſat on the forehead of that 0 
mother ſuckling her children in the plains of the r 
Palatinate, is here replaced by a woman of noble is 
figure, it is true, but her hardened eye wanders 01 
daringly, and her indecent oy deſtroys all * m 
beauty of the model. fe 
It is not neceſſary to be a decypherer of hiero- th 


glyphicks, to divine the end and employ of all 
thoſe groteſque effigies, whoſe features, attitude, 
and dreſs, give us leſs the idea of man having ſe- 
rious occupations than of mountebanks. I never 
paſs by thoſe figures without thinking of Briareus 
with his hundred hands, and I put mine in my 

In the middle of theſe arcades, in the centre of 
the garden, is the Lyceum of the Arts. It ſeems 
to abſolve the edifice, for whatever elſe we may 
have to reproach it. Decent afſemblies, uſeful 


lectures, the greateſt zeal for the advancement of 
the V 
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the ſciencesand the arts, in profeſſors truly animat- 
ed with the love of public good, a crowd of uſeful ' 
diſcoveries haye been promulgated, encouraged, 
and rewarded in this place, and from hence we 
may ſay, after Moliere, Where does virtue 80 to 
nich herſelf 1 55 | 

Oh! what a miſerable part in woo” will the 
people of Paris at! It was they who lent ſo 
immenſe a force to the party of Robeſpierre, 
Marat, and the rebel-commune ; ; it is they who 
ſurrounded, the ſcaffolds with demgnſtrations 
of ferocious } joy; it is they who have eme ſeve- 
ral times to attack the national repreſentation ; it 
is they who rallied to aſſaſſinate the Conyention 
on the 13th Vendemiaire, and who exclaimed ſo 
much againſt 1 its want of complaiſance i in not ſuf⸗ 
fering itſelf to be murdered; it - was they who 
thought that this ſacred depoſit was their pecu- 
liar right, and who have covered it with inſult and 
humiliations; it is they who, in their profound 
ignorance, have always talked of what they did 
not underſtand, have always been ready to follow 
the ſtandard of revolt, and ſtupidly paſſive before 
their daily murderers, did not riot the leſs the eyen- 

ing in taverns, and places of proſtitution. | Indif- 
ferent to the glory of our arms, hearing of our 
triumphs without enthuſiaſm, as ſtrangers to war 
and to national calamities, they are continually 
repeating. the ſame calumnies ; they have loſt 
their ancient graces without gaining any vigour 
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| in Plum; they are becöfte meamly eovetoits, 
without being mote economical.” The great ſcenes 
| of the Revolution have not been able to enlarge 
their underſtandings, ever narrow, ever bounded. 
"They feed at home on the môſt linpertinent fs 
5 bles. They are become ſo abſurd in their reaſon · 
ings, that in order to puniſh them you Have only 
to let them talk, and they excite pity. Ungrate- 
ful towards their benefaQors, they think that 
the government is only for the point which they 
inhabit, ad that the republic wilt exift only when 
it ſhall pleaſe them to adopt the name. The ſpott 
of e every. wretch who wiſhes to make them thelt 
tool, there is only one voice to which they turn 
a deaf « ear, that of the honeſt or ſenfible man. 
It is on this abominable maſs that the foreign 
Cabinets founded their greateſt hopes. Our ene- 
mies had ſaid, Let us ſtir up this indocile, filly, 
and ferocious people, and we ſhall obtain the 
greateſt ſucceſs. In reality, the poignard raifed 
twenty times by this people againſt the national 
repreſentation, has nearly accomplithed the great- 
eſt of crimes; they murdered Ferand, and carried 
his head in triumph through the hall of the repre- 
ſentatives of the people. The Convention owed 
its preſervation, not to the ſmall number of its aſfaſ- 
ſins, but to their complete cowardice. The foreigners 
loſt their guineas, and perceived too late that amongſt 
European ruffians there are ſeveral claſſes, and 
that the inhabitants of Paris, the greater part it is 
1 es, 
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true, the dregs of the departments, were the worſt 
and moſt daſtardly of the whole: It is in Paris 
alone that we have ſeen the clubbiſts at forty ſous, 
and the ſectionaries, who were eager to aſſaſſi · 
nate the government for the ſafety of the pub- 
lic. | Apoſtles of Marat, or partizans of Capet, 
the one placed the reſtoration of things in the 
regime of Robeſpierre, * this me in the coun- 
ter· revolution. 

It was, mn ſhort, at the Palais ids that the 
chiefs of theſe two faftions held their ſittings j 
and if they could have agreed, it was all over with 
the republic. The time paſt corrupts the time 
preſent. They talk at the Palais-Royal as the 
Royaliſts at London, and the partizans of anarchy 
at Rome; they imagine defeats, they diſband-our 
armies, they call for the deſtruttion of the go- 
vernment, and this is ſport for men of buſimeſs 
and money-jobbers: The moſt ſcandalouſly lying 
newſpapers, by inſerting whatever can give pain 
to good citizens, make it 4 trade to deceive the 

See how they ready 5 a har the: e 
powers, how they intrigue in their favour, how they 
declaim more loudly than themſelves, in order that 
our victories ſhould be interpreted into our Joſs. 
They have not the modeſty to conceal their Juke- 
warmneſs for their country; and it is to our ri- 
vals, eternally jealous of our power, that they lend 
be l by nat. feating to propoſe to us to 

B b 2 make 
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make the moſt cowardly. ſacrifices. Peace muſt 
do us ſtill more harm than war: we muſt; aban- 
don our conqueſts, becauſe the blood of foreign- 
ers is too precious for us to dare to ſpill it. What 
is all this French blood that has been ſhed? We 
have pretence neither to indemnities nor com- 
penſations. This terrible war ought to end in 
meanneſs and ſupplications. For the conqueror, 
he ought to forget that his independance was 
to be torn from him, and the enthuſſaſm of our 
ſoldiers, the ſacred love of their country, ought 
to bend before the intereſts of the foreign nego- 
ciator, who will grant us peace; on our obeying 
the principles of humanity, which we! ſhould! of- 
fend by taking precautions againſt. the moſt im- 
placable enemy of our nation, him whole reſent- | 
ment has laſted for ages. "$4 
All theſe news-writers become ben whe? 
the government is to be haraſſed. They ſpeak 
of humanity, in order that all chances may remain 
favourable to the coalition; they ſpeak of reſti- 
tution, in order that all the advantages may turn 
in favour of our enemies. The court of Vienna 
is particularly dear to them: it is, who ſhall 
exaggerate its preponderance. Are they paid? 
Are they mad? They have a ſecret want of wea- 
rying out the government; they indulge the 
hope of diſſolving it, and none of them conde- 
ſcend to perceive what would be the terrible con- 
W of ſuch a n If we were:cap- 
: | quered, 
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quered, then they would no longer wiſh for peace, 
becauſe in their blind hatred againſt the govern- 
ment, the dignity of the French Republic was of 
little import to them. We are conquerors, we 
muſt grant to our dangerousrivals'what they would 
not perhaps have exacted if ny had yn pos- 
_ of part of our territory. 

Ihe mind, divided between aſtoniſhinent and 
indignation, knows not what this new race of 
writers is, who favour with their pens foreign 
powers, and who call down ſhame and ruin on 
their country, and all for the triumph of their di- 


plomacy. 


CHAP. XCVII. 


WINTER BALLS, 


WINTER balls have already ſucceeded the nu- 

merous balls of ſpring and ſummer. Theſe wear 
another complexion, but theſe pleaſures meet 
with no interruption, ball rooms are to be found 
every where, for alas! what contributes to idle- 
neſs amongſt us, idleneſs which preys on the 
Pariſian, (lounging by nature) and which will kill 
him with his nineteen daily theatres ; the reign 
of idlenefs, 1 ſay, is as continuous in the great 

city 
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. baſe of an opera che 


| tub 

Next wo; money, dancing 1s actually all that 
the Pariſian loves, cheriſhes, or rather what he 
idolizes. Every claſs has its dancing ſociety, 


both little and great, that is to ſay, rich and poor, 


TY 


all dance, it is a rage, an univerſal taſte. The 


Pariſians dance, or rather whirl about, for nothing 


is more difficult for them than to keep time, and 


nothing more rare amongſt them than a muſical 
ear. . 


| Under the reign of terror, the 8 thy | 
and trembling, and not venturing at that time to 


write a newſpaper, or ſtop a cart, hied to the 
play-houſes and to clubs, and danced only in pub- 
lic fetes, and ſometimes around the ſcaffold ; im- 
mediately all the walls were covered with nume- 
rous advertiſements in a ſtyle almoſt academical, 


announcing balls of all colours, and ſome ſo 


cheap, that the ſervant-girl might become a fub- 
ſcriber. 
Not a little girl who does not. find a gallant 


to conduct her to theſe ſchools of turbulence 


and ſeduction. If her lover refuſes to take her 


to the ball, or does not dance aſſiduouſly enough 


with her, ſhe turns him off without delay, and 
vows a woman's hatred, that is, a diſguiſed hatred 

towards him. 
They dance at the Carmes, the ſcene of the 
murders of September ; at the Noviciate of the 
| Jeſuits ; 3 
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Ieſuits; at the Convent of the Carmelites, i in the 


Marais; at the Seminary of St, Sulpice ; at the 


Convent of the Filles de St. Marie; they dance 

the pavement of all the tombs which have not 
yet been taken away. The names of the dead 
are under the feet of the dancers, who do not 
perceive it, and who forget that they are treading 
on graves. . They dance alio in every guinguette, 
on the Boulevards, in the Champs Elyſces, along 
the quays, dancing in all the cabarets, the haunt 
of the infanterie, of money-jobbers, who, after 
having all day Jong cheated whatever unfortunate 
individuals fall into their hands, make at length 
ducks and drakes with the public fortune. Danc- 
ing, in ſhort, at all the profeſſors of rigadoons, who 
are called artiſts, the ſame as players. 

There is, howeyer, this difference between 
them and the modern profeſſors of the human un- 
derſtanding, that they have never been anxious to 
diſcover whether, when a man dances, his ſoul 
was then in his heel or his pineal gland. 


They wake the fiddlers at night. They knock, | 


ring, bawl at the door, as they do at the accou- 
cheur's in preſſing cafes. © Hallo quick ! get 


up! run |, they are waiting for you.” The fiddler | 


rubs his eyes, ſwears, Mat a raſcally trade it is; 
gets up, dreſſes himſelf, and goes and gains his 
lix livres piece, without reckoning three bottles 
of wine, of which he does not leave a drop. 


All 
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All the players on the violin are engaged three 


weeks beforehand : they gain money in re 


tion as they go on a long time. Go on a lon 
time: this is the principal merit they muſt go 
all night, and the wriſt muſt be unwearjed! Why 
bas the violin ſo much credit? I do not know 
f why, but every fiddler is in vogue, provided he 
can hold the fddle-ſticks till four in the morning, 
and that i is the main part of the buſineſs, of the 
art I ſhould ſay. In ſhort, the fiddler ought to be 
ſtrong i in his wriſt, in his arm” to make the cords 
twang. . 

It is fo ferious a buſineſs, that there is a pro- 
miſe, an engagement in writing, for there is no 
jeſting with the adminiſtrator of a ball! The per- 
jured fiddler who ſhould break his word, who 
ſhould difappoint a dancing ſociety, would be held 
In greater horror than Marat, Drouet, or Ba- 
bœuf, and beſides, he would be e before the 
juſtice of peace. 

The ſovereign people dance every day They 
are not then ſo diſſatisfed, and in each of thoſe 
balls ſo renowned, there are gaming · rooms, ſide- 
tables for refreſhments, illuminations on the one 
ſide, on the other ſhaded corners, favourable twi- 
light; in ſhort, darkneſs viſible, pur not like that 
of Milton. 

It is who ſhall ſtudy to kill five or fix hours in 
ſhaking his heels; but in the ſtyle of the elegant 


| balls, the noble tone of the ancient paladins is re- 
| vived: 
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vived: it is the cavalier and the dame, while in 
the people's balls they fay, Citizen, Citoyenne. 4 
It may naturally be conceived, that the adver- 


tiſements for the balls of the elegants cannot be 
framed otherwiſe than according to the ariſtocra- 


tical jdioms; that is natural, and our #conceivables . 


and our zv0nderfuls would not enter a ball of citi- 
zens. Fie! that would look fo much like the 
republic; and it is a ſettled point between the 
notary's and the grocer's wife, that it is a word 
which is not ſupportable. Does a republic 
dance? We have ſeen a king dance: Louis the 
XVIth, and the 'court balls, what will replace 
them? What will make up for the court-minuet, 
in which the dancing arch-princeſs turned her 
back to her dancing arch-prince, to preſent her 
front to the King of France? Oh! how majeſtic 

that was 
But the two fraud balls, and the balls of 
Pruggiers, of Lucquet, of Mauduit, of Wenzel, 
of Montanſier, and all private balls, even the 
moſt elegant, though crowded, hide their dimi- 
niſhed heads at the fight of the ball of the hoze/ 
Richlieu, which rakes together a world. It is the 
ark of tranſparent robes, of hats loaded with lace, 
gold, diamonds, gauzes, and emboſomed chins 
[ts entrance is forbidden, except to perfons of a 
certain fortune. In this enchanted place, a hun- 
dred goddeſſes, perfumed with eſſences, crowned 
with roſes, float in Athenian robes, exerciſe and 
purſue 


* 
1 4 
— * 
, x 
I 
"0 
v. 
-. 
L | 
"== 
x. + 
y " 
1 
V4 
o 
T3 i 
ww 
' 
1 0 
* 1 
4 
Þ $44 
111 * 
* 
4 R N 0 
EK 
11 
* ' i 
k 'Þ | 
I» 1 
4 a 
N \ 
1 
yy . Li g 
4' va 
: . * N 
1 
I % }; 1 
5 4 5 > 
: "4 | 
4 87 
! 4 — 
1 4 
; ' 
Wo». 8 
fl 7.4 y 
+,,46] 
1 
= 
1 1. 0 
"yl 
11 
VB 


378 NEW PICTURE OF, FARIS- 


purſue alternately the looks of our ineregibles, with 
ſilvering hair, ſhoes o 4a Turgue, and reſemhling in 
ſo ſtriking a manner that humorous and new en- 
graving which bears their names, that I an Wand: 
led to think it no caricature. i 
The women, there are nymphs, om, 4 
vages ; ſometimes Minerva or Venus; ſometimes 
Diana or Eucharis. All the women are dreſſed 
in white, and white ſuits all wamen. en 
is naked, their arms alſo. = 
I! be men, on the contrary, are 00 Wee | 
They ſometimes bring to my remembrance theſe 
lacqueys who, in the old regime, danced in the 
drawing-room once a year, Shrove Tueſday at 
midnight, twenty minutes before their maſters 
went to bed. They dance with a cold, moroſe 
air: one would imagine they were thinking about 
politics—they are thinking of nothing, unleſs it be 
ſome plans of money-jobbing. 
The women are more decidedly given up to 
the pleaſure of the dance, but ſtill with, mode- 
ration, If a few words are heard, they are 
rare, and iflue only from the mouth of the riga- 
dooner, a deſpot armed with his fiddle-ſtick, who 
affects a ſoldierly tone and ill- humour, who cor- 
rects every falſe ſtep amidſt two hundred women, 
whoſe filent dance is certainly a ſingular excep- 
tion to the uſual tumult of French ſocieties. 
They evidently are in meditation, in order to 
adjuſt 
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adjuſt their different motions wth more r 
ſion *. 


— 
. 


A ets waa 


form a ſort of groups between the different ſets 
of cotillons, without interrupting any. It is ſel- 
dom, indeed, that a dancer receives the leaſt 
ſhock. Her little foot falls juſt within an inch-of 
mine; the bounds like a flaſh of lightning, but the 
muſic makes her return to the point ſhe quitted. 
Like a brilliant comet, ſhe runs through her ellip- 
ſes in whirling on herſelf, as by a double eſſect of 
attraction and gravitation. I might advance a 
little before her without fearing to touch any 
thing but her garment. I feel almoſt her breath, 
and without grazing her. 

Every one is motionleſs under the wetted 
of the dancers ; and the women on whom you de- 
cide aloud, paſs and repaſs with velocity, as if in- 


different to the praiſe ; but their ear has loſt no- 


thing of what has been ſaid about them. 

Their eyes, which ſeem invariably fixed on 
their partners, glance through the circle with 
ſuch rapidity, that you muſt ſtudy that motion 
with attention in order to ſeize it; nevertheleſs 
they have ſeen every thing. 


ON! EAR | 

* The moſt majeſtic, the moſt gravely ſolemn, the moſt 
magnificently ridiculous thing I have ever feen in my life, was 
the French minuet danced before the King of France, The ſteps 
of the dancers were ſcarcely heard—a filence—I cannot de- 
ſcribe that ſort of reſpectful awe. I appeyl to all ſuch witneſſes 
as are not guillotined. Poor mortals ! 
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-- Farther on are courtezans in ſeparate groups. 
There the motion is ſtill more rapid: they are 
covered with diamonds which reflect a ſparkling 
luſtre. Their dancing has an expreffion more 
characterized. We cannot help obſerving, that 
they are afraid of appearing too laſcivious; but 
the look, the look which never lies, reveals them. 
They cannot and never will be able to imitate the 
geſtures, the voluptuous, but deeent compoſure 
of other women. The converſation around them 
alſo acquires a ſort of licentiouſneſs which does 
not exiſt at thirty paces diſtant from their groupes. 
Theſe have paid a * e to the N 
mer. 

In an inſtant, at a thick Sena, all thoſs 
groupes are divided, the empty benches are in- 
ſtantly filled, but only by the women. What no- 
velty is announced by this change? A concert, 
which is about to begin. The women, who had 
been reſtrained in dancing by the deſire of ſuperio- 
rity over their rivals, and whoſe attention was 
enchained by the varied and multiplied figures of 
the cotillons, now begin to ſpeak. The men, 
who are ſtanding, are glancing over, and watching 
them—they ſeem to be ſeated there in order to 
receive the homage due to their frivolity. Such 
are diſtinguiſhed who have put rings on their 
toes, thoſe who wear a light dreſs, fleſh colour, and 
ſo tight, that you may ſafely wager there is no 
ſhift next the ſkin. 


A con- 
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A confuſed buzzing drovyns the concert; the ſar- 


caſm which has ſueceeded the ingenious bon- mot, 


runs through the crowd. They cürſe the government 
aloud; when it is mild and humane, whilſt the ſan- 


guinary and tyrannical government was an object 
of reſpect. - Silence is never obſerved but When 


Rhodes tries to draw from his violin ſounds as 


melting as thoſe of Orpheus; but ſtill it is nat 
Viotti. The paliſadoes ranged round each bench 
(I ſpeak of the men, it is the ſame thing), the pa- 
liſadoes give themſelves up to à thouſand deela- 
mations againſt the governors, endeavouring to 


excite againſt them every ſentiment» of deſpair, 


of contempt; and of public hatred. The region 
of the ball becomes the den of calumny; but 
more inſolent than miſchieyous, it degenerates 


into ſtupidity, into a. torrent of groſs invective, 


and ſoon drives away even the inquiſitive. One 
man I to his neighbour, Look at theſe wo- 
men.“ Well!“ “ They are all kept by depu- 
ties. Do you think ſo?“ * She with the 
lively eye and ſlender waiſt, ſhe is the miſtteſs of 
* Raffron. That young lady, with bare neck, and 
« covered with diamonds, is the ſiſter of Guybmard; 
© his laſt motion was paid for with the jewels of 
the crown. That beautiful forward fair girl, 
© ſhe is the youngeſt daughter of Iſnard, who has 
put aſide an hundred denden crowns for her 
portion Sheis to be married to- morrrow. There 
„is not, as * ſee, a member of the Legiſla- 

tive 
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« tive Body, bar mn eee 


© here, each of whoſe gowns coſts the republic a 
« part of its domains.” ' The concert is finiſhed, 
and ſupper begins, where the women, who have 
no longer the reſtraint of ſtays and bodice, 
Which formerly locked them up, may eat to ſa- 
They devour turkeys ſtuffed with truffles, and an- 
chovy paſtry; they eat for the famiſhed ſtock- 
holder, the ſoldier, every clerk and agent of the 
republic; and whilſt they are feeding, they talk 
of the horrible evils of the republic. Tbere is 
nothing ſo abominable as the preſent regime; if 
they dance, it.is to enrage the two.councils, who 
they have heard do not love dancing. They add, 
that there is nothing but balls which are impe- 
riſhable in France. All the ſcrophulous gentry, 
who have their chin in their cravats, exclaim, 
« Pa-ole viftimee cela ne freut pas durer.— Upon 
ce the wo—d of a victim, this cannot endu-e.” 
_ Meanwhile, the women who are curſing this 
dreadful republican. regime, are the daughters, 
fiſters, wives of contractors for the republic; 
they keep on eating, and drink no longer wine, 
on account of the weakneſs of their nerves, but 
ſwallow down Kirſchwaſer, TW and * 
from Martinico. 
Formerly the women at balls mals refreſh 
ments, conſiſting of a few biſcuits with a little 
wine. It is mere gluttony that rages at preſent, 
0 15 and 


xtW 21ers of bats, .; $89 - 


and I could not ceaſe admitivg their Hrm coun . 
tenanee at table, and with what free graces they 
ſatisfy their robuſt appetites. Cold partridges 
make two mouthfuls, diſhes difappear; and great 
glaſſes of water evvl in intervals i kane 
burnt by the fire of ſpirits. I Stor a 

" Noily vulgar pleaſures! and women” he Ii 
theit element amidſt your tumult! Content glows 
on their faces in ſpite of their eternal abuſe of 
the preſent moment; never amongſt any people 
was ſuch lieentiouſmeſs permitted; even Jacobin 
vulgarity ſinks beneath the rudeneſs of the un- 


cockaded females. They have danced, drunk, 


ate; they have deceived three or four adorets of 


the oppoſite party with ſuch freedom and eaſe, 
as to make it believed that our age has no longet 


need of the leaſt ſhade of ' hypocriſy or diffimy- 


lation, and that it is beneath us to palliate our 
habits and our taſtes, whatever they may be. 
return immediately to the circle, having 
feaſted my looks with all theſe different attitudes 
in every piquant and really new point of view, 
for I am a ſtatuary and painter in my brain, and 
this is the reaſon why there is not a ſingle pic- 
ture in the Muſeum, which 1 have not retouched 
according to my own imagination. Ah! poor 
painters, how cold and monotonous you are in 
general, without ſpirit, and particularly without 
invention l. how fit you are to paint Calvary's ! 
Unfortunate, hiſtorical painters ! you have mur- 
dered 
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dered hiſtory. And your Watteau; no, he has 
not ſeen balls, or our grandmothers were. very 
heavy and very aukward, in compariſon of their 
daughters; no, Watteau had ſeen nothing. 1 
compare all theſe talking and acting dancing . 
figures, to thoſe I have met with in different 
countries; and I am perſuaded, that French wo- 
men are of all women thoſe Who have moſt 
grace, even in thoſe functions which leaſt admit 
of it; ſuch as eating voraciouſſy, looking boldly, 
talking loudly, and declaiming anti-republicanly. 
But likewiſe. I know not if any one has ever 
| ſeen at any period, or in any country, a woman 
in the midſt of the rudeſt of winters, without 
ſtockings, or any other ſhoes thag a ſlight ſoal in 
the form of -a ſandal, and ſimply tied by flight 
ribbands, expoſing the toes of her feet, orna- 
mented, or rather compreſſed, by ſeveral rings, 
and whoſe oſtentation alone makes them bear 
the pain which they feel in forming the dance. 
WM ho could believe, amidſt thoſe balls, that war 
is on our frontiers, on the banks of the Rhine, of 
the Sambre, and the Meuſe, beyond the moun- 
tains, and over the ocean? That Europe al- 
lied, under the influence of frantic fanaticiſm, 
the dogma of tyrants, ſtill more abſurd than the 
dogma of tranſubſtantiation, is obſtinately threat- 
ening France, the republic, the conſtitution, Pa- 
ris, the balls, and even the dancers; no perſon 


thinks on theſe bloody hoſtilities, on theſe coa- 
leſced | 
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leſced majeſties, who. are anxious to raiſe up 
again the e of their throne on French 
„„ 4 

1 ſee even a ſwarm of young men, of twenty- 


three ) years, embryo-fupfyo-crates, who have ſtuck - 


their cravats up to their mouths, and who dance 
longer, as if enchanted at, having ſaved them- 
ſelves, (I know not how), from the requiſition. 
But what noiſe. is that yonder? Who is that 
Roman, preceded by ſo many applauſes ? let us 
draw near, let us ſee! The crowd preſſes around 
her! Is ſhe naked? I doubt. Let us draw 
nearer ; oh, this is worth my. pencil; her light 
pantaloon, like the famous leather breeches of 
Monſiegneur the Count D' Artois, whom four 
great lackeys raiſed i in air to let him fall into the 
garment, ſo that it ſhould form no plait, and who, 
caſed up all day, was unbreeched at night, by 
raiſing him up in the ſame manner, and with 
more exertion; the female pantaloon, extremely 
tight, though of ſilk, perhaps ſurpaſſes the fa- 
mous breeches by its perfect adherence; it is 
| garniſhed with a kind of bracelets; the bodice 
is cut ſlanting in a knowing manner, and under 
a gauze curiouſly painted, the reſervoir of mater- 
nity are palpitating. A ſhift of clear lawn ex- 
poſes the legs and thighs, which are encircled 
by hoops of diamonds ſet in gold. A ſwarm of 
young men ſurround her with the language of 
diſſolute] Joy; ; the impudent young woman leems 
VOL. I. Cc to 
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to pay no attention. One further" bold ſtroke of 
the Merveilleuſe, and we may be able t6 _ 
plate amongſt us the antient dances of the g 

of- Laconia there” remiins ſo little to let Ei, 
that I know not if true modeſty" would not pain 
by taking off the tranſparent veil. The fleſh 
coloured pantaloon, cloſely applied to the kin, 

_ irritates the imagination, and diſcovers" only the 
fineſt parts of the form, and thoſe attractions 
which are the moſt concealed ; ſuch are the days 
which have preceded thoſe of Robeſpierte! Sf 

It reſults nevertheleſs from Hence, that all wo- 
men appear abſolutely to have the ſame ſkin, as 
they diſcover to the firſt glance The fare Fair 
treſſes. Alas! unhappily for me, T'idolize no 
hair but which is black, or brown! 1 know, 
however, that under this fair decoration——Oh! 
when will the faſhion come for a {kin brown, or 
tawny, for I am for beagties' more or leſs Affi 
can ! . 1 | 
| But let us leave theſe great balls; the pipe 

and tabor beat only mechanically; the coloured 
lamps ſmoke and look pale. 5 

Let us go home, and make a viſit 10-mortol 

to a bourgeois ball. 
Well, I have here mere to gueſs at than elſe- 
where, the reſembling feature is more difficult 
to ſeize, there are infinitely more of details and 
of ſhades, though on the firſt view all appear 
pretty uniform. The moſt dexterous diſſimu- 
lation 
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Jation holds its empire here, betauſe the dance 
goes on under the inſpection of mammas, aunts, 
uncles and brothers. The girl has to deceive all 
theſe ninnies; and, with ſom&'contrivarice; the 
ſucceeds. To theſe balls mammas, it is true, 
condi their daughters, but nearly im the Tame 
manner as thoſe duennas, who accompany young 
aftrefſes as far as behind the ſcenes, and all for 
_"the fake of form. "Theſe" young petfons appear 
at firſt timid in attempting' pirousttes, rigadoons, 
and entrechats; but theſe ſteps, which they have 
meditated, Wich they have ſtudied; 'which they 
have repeated ſo laboriouly' in the preſence of 
their maſter, are to be, as they imagine, the firſt 
ſtep to fortune; They dance with matrimonial 
intentions, for they all expect to marrythe. rich- 
eſt man of the neighbourhood; and this is what 
ſanctifies, in the eyes of the mamas, the ſin of 
the ball. The confeſſor has loſt his credit; but 
regains it with uſury when he tolerates the ball, 
and condemns and delivers over to perdition the 
republic; more than one poor girl has found 
means of marrying advantageouſly for having 
made a trial of quick ſteps, and lightneſs. In this 
manner young girls, which till now never hap- 
pened, go every where. There are no longer 
what they call ſeducers, ſince the great. facility of 
marriages, ſince divorce is introduced ſo complai- 
ſantly in aid of all our fancies. No one fears ei- 
ther the contratt, or engagement, which can be 
broken, made, and unmade again. No one any 
C 2 longer 


388 | NEW-PICTURE OF PARIS. 


longer fears / thoſe accidents, which formerly 
threw a ſtain on a family for half a centur . 
Balls have therefore taken place of convents 
for girls; they uſed to be viſited at the grate, at 
preſent the interview takes place at the dancing- 
maſter's, who is become quite as genteeb and as 
convenient as a portrait painter. Congratulate 
yourſelves, good mammas, and ye auguſt female 
citizens, logically miſtreſs ſhopkeepers, moſt ariſ- 
tocratical wives of notaries, formerly the pariſh 
ſermon was a tireſome ſervice ; now. you, have 
the morality of the Vaudeville, the veſpers put 
in Vaudeville, in the pieces of Santeuil and Do- 
minique, the veſpers chanted by Harlequin. 
This chanting delights all your little famihy, 
and, conſeſs the truth, yourſelves. The ball after 
that appears to you a decent place; for every 
thing is comparative, and you fee no inconve- 
nience reſulting from it. This is not the moment 
to condemn balls, which facilitate marriages. 1 
am certainly not a rigoriſt; I would not hinder 
girls from being married; but theſe midnight 
balls, I warn you; complaiſant mammas, favour 
a gteat many things, and only ſerve to widen the 
balls of the Foundling Hoſpitals “. Military 
balls are alſo diſtinguiſhed by a ſtill greater effer- 
veſcence. The tumult of camps, and the clank- 
ing of arms form, if I may uſe the expreſſion, the 


muſic. The motions, the ſteps of the dancers, 
, ; 

* The number of foundlings is increaſed at Paris, nearly 

double within eighteen months. 

a” | have 
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have ſomething manly, and you may perceive by 
their martial air, that they would paſs with the 
ſame ardour from the arms of ' pleaſure to the 
field of victory; all the chins there are naked, 
and the manly antes is Fug by! puree 
able muſtachioo. | 

It is with regret that 0 ben thi we 
defenders of the country ſurrounded by theſe wo- 
men without modeſty, more fitted to turn them 
from their duties than to attach them, and who, 
by their dangerous attractions, may render them 
incapable of fuſtaining the weight of arms, and 
the fatigue of war. Modeſt and virtuous wo- 
men, be the bearers of national gratitude ! give 
your hand to thoſe warriors, whoſe character in 
general is always more frank and n. than 
that of other men. 1 

There are balls for all conditions, water-car- 
riers and coal-porters have theirs alſo, for I would 
not forget any thing. In theſe cellars, even at 
the bottom of alleys, in filthy cabarets, at the 
ſound of the tuneleſs fiddle, or ſqueaking clari- 
nets, every Sunday and decadi (for the people 
keep the two holidays alike) often even in the in- 
terval theſe Auvergnates dance ſo as to ſhake the 
flooring, and make the proprietor tremble for lo- 
cal reparations. The dancing-room is lighted by 
a luſtre compoſed of two croſs pieces of wood, or 
by a few earthen lamps ranged along the wall. 
In the midſt of a cloud of tobacco ſmoke, and the 
ſmell 
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ſmell of brandy, you ſee inimaginable dancers 
riſe of; fall back without ſtep or meaſure; and 
quite alongſide, on benches half worn, even groupes 
of men and women ſmother each ther, with 
ſmacks of k iſſing ſo hideous as made me turn 
aſide my head, and which at preſent make me 

repent gf; having giyen the ſcene a place in my 
memory: Sometimes the wooden ſhoe, in jump- 
ing, flies off, breaks the lamp, and ſprinkles the 
aſſembly with the. oil; that is nothing, it does u 
harm either to ſhoes or ſtockings, or to the cotih 


lon; the burning tallom makes no impreſſion ou 


the / tanned ſkins of theſe Veſtriss; they ſnatch up 
their ſlouched hats, and move off; giving one ano 
ther, by way of 1 oY, pet _ blows with * 
fiſts. | Aris ” 2 BYE. i le: 
In ax: I _ 153 balls Wl t hs 
profeſlion, dreſſed like negroes, ſavages, Chineſe, 
paladins, drew univerſal admiration, becauſe they 
were not known, but I have often found out theſe | 
ſubtle-ſwindlers of fame. What is it nevertheleſs 
that the love of glory will not undertake ? I have 
ſurprized them in a ball of waſherwomen, intoxi- 
cating themſelves with the admiration of twenty 
ſempſtreſſes. Thus an actor of the ſecond. and 
third rank, hiſſed and re- hiſſed, takes a part at 
Nicolet's and Riboe's, and is crowned with ap- 

plauſes; he then paſſes a good nig bt. 
Celebrated dancers of the opera! Is it you 
who have turned all the heads in the city? You 
4 may 
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may count as many aykward imitators / hen 
are pretenders't to corporal graces; * but I f Veſtris 


be an. objett of imitation, windpipe Garat j Is, AN 
object of imitation allo, and we hear nothing but 
the quayering of his, eternal cadences, Windpip kt 
Garat is an inſtrument faid to be unique, wh 
executes. mu ical, difficulties, and difficulties fo 
great, that they ſeem almoſt queer and oddiſh, . 1 
am told that 4 is very fine, people are. tranſport- 
ed, and this 1 Is What Ii found moſt curious. Ah! 
theſe balls and concerts! the tree of luxury and 
opulence flouriſhes amidſt a city peopled | with 
1 ects c of miſery, As \ we ſee a ſuperb orange-tree 
g out of a, painted caſe filled with dung. 

Fern my dest Pariſi ans! dance or go to 
maſs—dance and g gp, tc to abs; at the fame, time, but 
for, heaven" 8 1 55 fever think of F politic: for when 
yh would talk, p olitics, ou fall Ig ofſelt 


TOI. 


| Erin that © could be laid for r you. You then, are 
; CUOTOIUTL is Fg! © 
Th aking g way on on. 9 credit of : 2 few ; wretches for 
I the he horrors.of of 9 5 diſſoju ution. Dance, 
I b beg of you, e ance | | for it 5 Sg you 
ſhould haye any other employment that ſuits. y you 
ſo well. Alas! would j it not have been better 
for you to have I. dancing the 31ſt of May, the 
2d of June, aan 4th Tas ag ſhe 18th Ven- 
demiaire? 1 Sea £4 
And Who f in ane end, aud Pariſi ans, do 
you liſten to? There 1s, leſs. ennui in ſreing the 
” dance 


F.x '4 
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Ba than in hearing a Royaliſt p pot-pourri i* at 
the Lycees, iſſuing from the mouth of a literary 
declaimer, who hires himſelf as a finger © ora fiddler, 
and who ſells in perſon his worn-out rhetoric. 
| Like the fiddler, he continually : recommences the 
ſame bumdrum chat he gave us ten years ſince, 
and he does f not even perceive the « ennui that he 
diſtils. : e a 

Dance for ever, Ma my dear e and 
in preference to the {ad and monotonous Iitera- 
ture of our academical dances, in preference eſpe- 
cially to all thoſe common. place phraſes of ſtupid 
ariſtocracy and extravagant royaliſm, Let our 
Lyceums, inſtead of detailing ſuch hackneyed de- 
clamations, open their ſpacious halls for the 
dance. Begone, ye blockheads, whoſe ſtile is far 
from the dancing mood; you, are not worth the 
fiddle which enlivens our ſpirits, for you throw a 
ſhade over the moſt brilliant and numerous afſem- 
blies. Give way t to the tambourin'; and the bet- 
ter to prove that ye "ought. to do ſo, let us hear 
what the grave Monteſquieu has written on dan- 
cing. . * Dancing pleaſes us by its lightneſs, by a 
certain grace, by the beauty and yariety of the at- 


* — 8 


'* Wretched declaimers, who are continually holding 1 up to 
us the bloody robe of Cæſar (which Anthony diſplayed only 
once to the Roman people), know that in politics yeſterday is a 
corpſe, and to-morrow is ſomething ; and that in the perſon of 
Louis the XVIth it was not a man that was put to death, but 2 
TIT - 

titudes, 
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titudes, by its connection with muſic; but it 
pleaſes eſpecially by a diſpoſition” of our brain, 
ich is ſuch, that it ſecretly brings che idea of 
all the motions to certain motions, the greater 
part of the attitudes to certain attitudes. - 
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PATRIOTIC — 2 — 


Go p and ſilver was laid with good will on the 

altar of the country, to aid its wants. An hiſto- 
rical account of all the patriotic offerings made 
fince the beginning of the Revolution might be- 
come the ſubjett of a work fitted to honour the 
nation. IT. mall kite only one which deſerves 
the preference; becauſe it was one of the firſt 
that was made. . 
There are in Paris certain locieties of work- 
men, who. voluntarily united from the love of la- 
bour and of piety, preſented the pure image of 
that monkiſh life which for a long time has been 
ſought for 1 in vain in cloiſters. 

Among theſe eſtabliſhments, that of the bro- 
ther ſhoe-makers of the ſtreet of the Grand 
Truanderie i is noted. Theſe honeſt and laborious 
mechanics, from the produce of their common la- 
bours, had formed a capital of an hundred and 

fifty- 
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fifty-ſix thouſand fix hundred and fifty livres,; the 
igtereſt of which. kept up a certain degree of eaſe 


amongſt themſclyes, and furniſhed, a fund for cha- 
rity... Theſe excellent patriots offered. to the; Na- 


tional Aſembly,the ſacrifice of. their. little trea- 
ſure, aſking only a penſion for the aged and in- 


firm. 


+. v6 e 


*4 #4 43917 [ 77 7 „ & Fr. * * ” 
been been cp xc bus 0260 
9 7 


Ani nh v6 T6 HefMD 
1 
. 


nan. "ExniEATVRES, "FOLLKES. 
dre tein ore gf; tn Whey 4 * Sonik 


ed have been, hauſted on every 


candidate, on. all governors paſt, preſent, and to 
come : the voice of 2 is for ever indefdti- 


321 


that N is among the Papen what the - in 


1 0 


againſt nature was in Sodom and Gomorrha, it 


has acquired the right of citizenſhip. But if jnju- 
ries and inſults, are not ſpared to. men in place, 
they pay for all theſe ſarcaſms by the molt calm 
contempt ; they are indifferent even to the writ- 
ings which defend them, how then ſhould they 


not be ſo to thoſe who attack them? One would 
| imagine 


PR 
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imagine that they had taken for their den ice x ine 
of o ¹n - muolt ol en bas tz, fofw 
Laiſſons les bavarder, et gardoris Faction. an 


0. endet sugar: . 


The hugdres, and. dbirtysthre daily new ſpapets 
all change, each accbrding to its fancy, and the 
effeft, Which reſuliꝭ id ſuch; as is produced by a 
too numerous and diſœordant orcheſtra; you can 
no longer diſtinguiſ any thing ; it is a noiſe, aud 
a noiſe-which often makes yon laugh. There is 
ſcarcely a ſtreet where there is not a newſpaper 
printed, and three newſpaper: writers in the gar- 
rets ſcribbling, or rather cutting out columns of 
neyyſpapers, and never mending their pen till they 
are paid the month in advance. From having 
been too anxious to raiſe the preſs above every 
thing elſe, to make it the ſupreme magiſtraturę, 
to place it above the laws of decency, of civility, 
the preſs ĩs fallen back to Zero. Such is the firſt 
fruits of licentiouſneſs. The good which is found 
in thoſe. ſheets is loſt, becauſe exery periodical 
paper is conſigned to contemptuous oblivion, 
becauſe all of them have changed their baader 
according to even. 
Caricatures ſeem to have taken . 6 4. 
have formed an addition to the unlimited liberty of 
the, preſs. | The paſſengers ſtop in crowds before 
the print ſhops, to look at the ucredibles, the won- 
derfuls, the fiſhwomen, the fate creditor, the folly 
of the day, the anarchift, the danger of wigs. This 
| | laſt 
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laſt carieature repreſents a woman on horſeback, 
whoſe hat b r have flown of at 7 ſame 
time. e 
Theſe dane e * our — 
dities, our follies, our humours, and our vices, 
excite only the tranſitory ſmile of a light people; 
vrho ſtudy themſelves in their dreſs, varied at 
every inſtant, and fully juſtify: the charge of abſur- 
dity offered by this faithful mirror. The print of 
the incredibles has generalized the dog's ears; as 
ſilly journals, from the ae wo n wo 
made many republicans. 2 04.4. 97 
By the fide of theſe eee in fu 
dreſs the portraits of thoſe generals whoſe un- 
known names are ſuddenly covered with immortal 
glory, and 'who, generous defenders of France, 
have ſaved the whole of Europe from the horri- 
ble ſyſtem of oppreſſion and ſlavery which kings 
had meditated againſt it. Their republican har- 
mony, ſtrangers to the meanneſs of jealouſy, does 
them no Jeſs: honour than their victories. Cha- 
rette ranks among them, ſince French generoſity 
does juſtice to his talents, while it deſpiſes his 
contemptible fanaticiſm. The portraits of Louis 
and his daughter are framed and expoſed like the 
reſt : they are pictures, and nothing more in the 
eyes of the ſpectator who buys them if he pleaſes, 
or laughs according to his fancy. You are 
plucked by the ſleeve, and offered the death of 
Louis the XVIth and Maria Antoinette, trage- 
dies 
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dies at _ fifteen ſous piece, but! 5 e pu 
chaſes. Ei e ee. N | 
But what is moſt ag d is { hs lileſinefs 
of the people. The lower claſſes work very 
leiſurely. Their arms ſcarcely deign to make 
the leaſt effort. Their trades are become a kind 
of amuſement. Hard labour terrifies them; the 
hand-cart is ſlightly loaded, the porter's knot is 
gently prefſed..' They hire their arms, as it were, 
by condeſcenſion, they want to gain in an hour the 
value of a whole day's labour; they ſeem, in 
ſhort, by working with the moſt marked careleſſ- 
neſs, to oblige the maſter, who pays them high 
wages. They fill at an early hour the guinguettes 
and theatres. Forgetting the paſt, killing the pre- 
ſent, and thinking nothing of the future, they go 
every day to the public walks; they are on the 
Boulevards, on the Quays, with their arms croſſ- 
ed; they are in coffee-houſes, occupied in a party 
of billiards, or hanging over a game of domino. 
Thus they paſs their time, almoſt aſhamed of the 
labour of the ſhop. Thanks to the undiſſembled 
multiplicity of drinking ſhops, billiards, cheap 
play-houſes, cabarets, the Pariſian is become the 
idleſt man on the earth, and we are led to enquire 
by what means this idle multitude are fed? 
A ſhort time fince, the cut of the gowns of 
women of faſhion was ſhaped. like a heart; at 
preſent, that of the bodice terminates in wings 
of butterflies, of which the ſex ſeem anxious to 
be 
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de the emblem, and which they ofteneſt take for 
a model. Yeſterday they wore hats 2 Ja Pamela, 
to day hats 2 PAnglaiſe;' yeſterday they decked 


ſimilated them to odaliſts; to-day their caps take 
the form of the wife of Philip de Comines; yeſ- 


and fixed to the ancle with a ribband elegantly 


the embroidery which - finiſhes at the extreme 
point of the ſhoe.- And let no one imagine that 
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themſelves with feathers, with flowers, with rib- 
bands, or a handkerchief in form of a turban;'aſ- 


terday their thin ſhoes were loaded with roſes, 


Enotted ; to- day a great buckle cut in diamonds 
covers almoſt the whole of their foot, concealing 
every part except the end of a ſlight bouquet, 


this is a caricature of our faſhionables, ſcarcely. is 
it a ſlight ſketch of their ee of their omar” 


varied changes. 


As to the walking claſs, they ape the firſt very 
well with reſpect to caps, hats, and finery';. but 
they are always deteſtably ſhod, not becauſe their 


ſhoes are flat, but becauſe they are badly made, 


and out of form; which ſhews that they buy 
them ready made, and that a young girl often 
takes the ſhoes of her grandmother. The eye 


can ſcarcely accuſtom itſelf to ſee them walk 


without aſſiſtance ; and though tucked up half 


leg, they ſplaſh themſelves ſtill more than the 


men. When I was a young man, the women 
walked on their toes, and the ſtuff of their ſhoes 


was untouched, the wet did not paſs the ſole. 
At 


| . 
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At the bmenk T Wine RAW hats ure the 
rage, and ſtraw puities, which have Uſer the 
triumphal feather. Amor? er Mon ot h 
Fatigued in rambling through Paris ae 
my palate, if T enter a coffee-room;"F" hear every 
one complaining | of being ruined by the Revolu- 
tion; and thoſe who hold this language 
thing, and paſs theif lives at the coffeꝭ Hufe; but 
it is 4 ton; every one 4 
Revolution, and he who had two hundred livres 
revenue, would make you believe that he had 
twenty thouſand. Every one loudly calls for 
peace, and no one rejoices at our aſtoniſhing vic- 
tories. The tradeſman who has read Roman hif- 
tory, is no more affected by the great actions of 
our generals than by a romance. He will ſtoop 
down, and whiſper myſteriouſly in your ear, Buon- 
aparte is going to paſs the Rubicon, and imitate Ceſar. 
Where has he taken that great idea? In talking 
with his neighbour at maſs, where he goes not 
from faith, but only, as far as he imagines, to en- 
rage the republic. He pities the prieſts, ſpeaks 
of their miſeries, of their inconveniencies, which 
all reſult from the Revolution; every thing croſs 
that happens in the world has no other ſource. 
His wife and daughter are attacked by dreadful 
pains in the ſtomach. It is at the zueuer that 
they have picked up this diforder ; it is in conſe- 
quence of the long faſt, impoſed two years ſince 


by Boiſſy d'Anglas. Do not imagine that they 
, are 


\ 
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are angry with, Boiſſy, they have forgiven him in 
this hard Lent, they have given him all their con- 
fidence, ſince Boiſſy has e them at leogth 
red, eggs 2 la reale. 
The eternal run is the e fate of the | 
ftockholder. Beggars by profeſſion are poor 
ruined ſtockholders; ; the republic will never find 
in its reſources : wherewith to pay, I do not fay 
the principal, but even the intereſt of all the pre- 
tended ſtock : belonging to pretended ſtockhol- 
ders; and this is the reaſon why the intereſt 
which the man of feeling ought, to take for the 
real creditor of the ſtate is ſo diminiſhed. In 
ſhort, every thing is become rentier. The old dif- 
mantled coach, drawn by harridans tied with 
cords, driven by a coachman and poſtillion i in tat- 
ters, and whoſe heels appeared through their 
ſhoes. This droll equipage is no longer the car- 
riage of the pretender, it is that of the ſtockhol- 
der. The ſhopkeeper, for ever avaricious, mur- 
murs, but he is quiet; one would ſuppoſe that he 
perceives that he waſtes his breath in vain, and 
that no attention is paid him. People in eaſy 
circumſtances have taken a wiſe reſolution ; they 
no longer buſy themſelves about politics ; they 
turn a deaf ear to the ſpeeches of the factious, 
laugh at the wars of the journaliſts, ſtudy nothing 
at their toilettes but the caſes of their dreſſing 
cabinet ; look at themſelves in their boots, with 


a perfect indifference for every thing beſides. | 
„ | The 
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The new millionaires, till more indifferent, but 
not leſs ſavage againſt the government, make it 
an important buſineſs: to be with the princeſſes 
of the day at Garat's concerts, called at the Bou- 
levard. playhouſes, the modern Orpheus. Theſe 
upſtart men are perfectly ignorant of muſic, but 
they applaud moſt outrageouſly the quiverings of 
the ſinger, and they allnüre the women-who em- 
belliſh all the boxes aq alte game, 

If this world be a 4 — — ata why. 

| ſhould. not the former apple and uipe · women 
figure in their tutu, eſpecially when they are 
pretty? For true n en women is 0 
and beauty. 7 

Terdgivking'i is in n Mah mage! 80 W the 
only occafion-which brings private ſociety toge- 
ther, There are no longer any dinners: every 
one eats at the reſtaurateurs, of which the num- 
ber is infinitely multiplied: you ſee them at the 
corner of every ſtreet. You ſee nothing but 
daubers hoiſted on a ladder, painting for ſigns, 
hares, hams, lobſters, ſauſages, or writing in 
Engliſh letters, cold breakfaſts, private rooms :— 
This laſt advertiſement is but too public. 4 

The pots and pans, it is preſumed, are oyer- 
turned in alrnoſt every houſe. Formerly you went . 
and took a dinner with a friend: it is now quite 
different, every one remains at home, or goes to 
take his dinner at his refaurateurs, ) 

VOL. Li Dd | 5M 
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3 ens eaten bet 
% " teftalaly indicates [rptire” ang-:difunion i 0, 
meſtic arrangements, as we may aſſert that the 

 refatratturs evince an eſſential en our man- 

ner of living, and in our morals. 

*; | eee 
4 _ gether: they ſeem the firſt ſtep to mount up to- 

| wards French urbanity, ſo long unknown. The 

| women go to thoſe parties in full dreſs: it is a bril- 

Hant aſſembly, a certain filence takes place, conver- 
 fation is carried on by whiſpers ; each groupe in- 
- fulates itſelf in the midſt of the ſociety, and 

the paſſions, which every where elſe have their 

phyſiognomy and their language, ſeem. here to lay 
aſide whatever they have of violent and perſonal, 

and hatred itſelf aſſumes an air of amity. Upon 

the whole, it is poſſible that tea-drinking may 

bring us back to our old French politeneſs. The 

days in which there are no tea- parties you walk 

in Coblentz, in the Champs Elyſees, eat ices at 
Garchy's, at Velloni's, go to the fetes at Tivoli, 

to Ruggieri's fire-works, and the poor man af- 

fects to ſhudder at the indecent difplay of that 
luxury which nevertheleſs nouriſhes and feeds 

—him, for there muſt be luxury at Paris. | 

The horſe-races at the Champ de Mars have 

„ inſpired the favourites of our Amazons with a 

taſte for riding; not thoſe Amazons who burnt 

off their breaſt in order to draw the bow the bet- 

ter. 
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ter. All are ambitious of the glory of riding by 
their fide as knowingly as Franconi. They are 
all anxious to ride in the Engliſh mode, but not 
knowing how to ſeias the motion of the horſe, 
they fatigue themſelves, and make the fpefta- 
tors laugh at their convulſive ſprings: the Bots 
de Bologne is their Olympic career. Some years 
ſince, fooliſh jockeys uſed to ſhear off the ears of 
their horſes, at preſent it is the mane which 
they ſhave ; they put ſhining _ on n n 
* — ſoon powder them. HOG 

It is difficult to know- trier de be 
are more anxious to make a parade of their nags 
or their belles; but they ſeem moſt pleaſed with 
their geldings, from the pleaſure with which they 
careſs them, and the attention which they pay 
them. This reminds us of à petit maitre of the 
old ſtamp, who was very fond of horſe-racitig and 
actreſſes ſouſers. He was aſked which he idelized 
moſt, girls or horſes? After a moment's filence 
he anſwered, © I love women une hong yr ware 

* moſt eſteem for horſes | 

It is ſaid that the greater part of wet evans 
ride on borrowed horſes, and' that all theſe ele- 
gant horſemen cut the air with the ſwiftneſs of 
an arrow, in order to ride away the  debauch of 
the evening, and to get an appetite for dinner. 
The lacquey, who ofttimes belongs no more to the 
cavalier than the horſe, follows with ſad coun- 
tenance his maſter in the morning, and waits im- 

Dd 2 patiently 
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patiently; for the end of the courſe. On wems 
there are few fiery courſers ; a ſpecies of Engliſh 
ſhott tail, and ſhort ears, worn gut with age and 
| famine, make com path —— | 
men; take theit- Riff palicions for graces; 5 — 
mire their o.]n dextetity in the midſt of their 
courſes; but whether they walk, trot/\ or canter, 

theſe young men may berge Aa a and 1 
look. N * | 
But wine is wok angulur is, that the women 
and young men ſtop ſuddenly in the midſt of 
their courſe, and when the ſun has three hours 
yet to run, quit the pute air of the country for 
heated ſaloons, where they go to hear muſic; not 
with the intention of liſtening, but anxious to find 
— to whom they may talk of their . trot- 
g. Which is the greateſt. 8 the rider re- 

— from . % bo io vynt OH 

The only. books that are at ſins hewked 
about are books of obſcenity, the titles-and prints 
of which are equally repulſive to modeſty and good 
taſte, They ' ſell theſe horrors every where on 
ſtalls, along the bridges, at the play-houſe doors, 
and on the Boulevards. The poiſon is not dear, 

ten fous the volume. All the productions of li- 
bertiniſm, and the moſt licentious, bid one on the 
other, and all attack public morals without fear or 
reſtraint. One would ſuppoſe that theſe pam- 
os venders were Greet traders in filthineſs; 
| d + every 
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every title which is not infamous ſeenis to be ex⸗ 
cluded from their ſhops or ſtalls. Youth find there, 
without obſtacle or ſeruple, the elements of every 
vice. This horrible manufacture of licentious 
books, has for manufacturers all the counterfeit 
traders, or kind of pirates, who will deſtroy the 
trade of bookſelling, literature, and men of let- 
ters; it has for its baſis that unlimited liberty of 
the preſs which the moſt falſe, the moſt wicked, 
or at leaſt the moſt blind of en are A 
preaching up.” 

The inſtitution of Win the 2 adul - 
tery, comes in aid of this diſorder. It ſeconds, 
in a powerful manner, the diſpoſition for liberti- 
niſm kept up by the exceſs of gluttony and 
good cheer, by the daily frequenting of theatres, 
balls, and thoſe frivolous diffipations of which 
there are no ſuch inſtances amongſt any _ 
nation on the earth. 

This multiplicity of theatres ban idle 
ml deſtroys the arts, and thoſe trades which're- 
quire attention, palſies the arm, renders the mind 
effeminate, and ceaſes to be an amuſement from 
its being fo continually repeated, There are no 
longer any holidays, ſince the people are invited 
every day to loſe half of it to maintain, and main- 
tain badly, an army of ſhowmen. The Pariſians 
are as laſcivious as the ſparrows that people their 
roofs; they are ſtill more volatile, and change 
their female more frequently, and the greater part 

have 


4 
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have not OED 55 thoſe =nimab1n thei 
er 41 hie 
2 fk <:peogie:ts jaded 
laugh at the diſorder which is the conſequence 
of theſe debaucheries. There is not a corner of 
a ſtreet, not a wall, which is not triply covered 
with advertiſements of remedies for the radical 
cure of the venereal diſeaſe. Theſe papers are 
put into the hands of old men, women, and young 
girls, and no one bluſhes at giving or receiving 
them. Each quarter has its houſe for cures, it is 
tonic cakes, paſtilles, chocolates, comfits, &c. &c. 
Mountebanks of the ſame kind, but. leſs in vogue, 
play the merry Andrew on horſeback or in cabri- 
olets, and Pierrot diſtributes to the ſpectators an- 
tifiphilick remedies, at the ſound of cymbals, ela · 
rinets, and French-horns. Such are the people 
p of Paris, who have undergone a thorough change 
in eight years; who ſell their crowns of ſix livres 
for gros ſous, and exclaim againſt money-jobbers; 
who drink, laugh, ſing, dance, and murmur at a 
peaceable and vigilant government, which they 
accuſe in the morning of being royaliſt, in the 
evening of being terroriſt ; for they never ceaſe to 
have theſe rhymes in j# in their mouths, whom 
they calumniate, and whom they threaten, at leaſt 
in words, after having endured long and ſilently, 
ſometimes even with the appearance of en 
tion, the government of Robeſpierre. 


I ould | 
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I ſhould ſpeak of the hotel of Bullion, the eter- - 
nal receptacle of the moſt elegant furniture of the 
emigrants, frequented by brokers: and iotriguers, 
who were in the ſecret of the fabrication ai aflg- 
nats, that is to fay, that of the total af their pra- 
pieces of art of ineſtimable price; for heaps of pa- 
per without value, and who fold them again for 
great ſums of money to contraftors, who, hereto- 
fore lacqueys of the anti-chamber, or ſtall-· bays, 
no ſleep on beds of down. Such are the fports 
of fortune! I have been aſſured that Scipio 
buckler, ſold for fifteen hundred livres, had be- 
come the prey of a goldſmith: this, however, 
was not the caſe, but was on the point of being 

I ſhall ſpeak in another place of hauſes of com: 
merce, of thoſe counting-houſes of publicans, 
which are true ſchools of roguery ; of thoſe per 
petual ſales and reſales, where ſheriffs' officers play 
a double part, where the goods which ſeem ta 
paſs from hand to hand remain always in the ſame, 
and augment in value in proportion to the over- 
throw of private fortunes. The money-jobbers 
had no need of having their cupidity ſtimulated 
by all the accidents of the Revolution ; but they 
have become ſo impudent, have aſſumed a dic- 
tion ſo ſavage, a cartouchian morality ſo decided, 
that if it be curious to hear, it is painful to ob- 
ſerve them. 


I can 


% . .* 
mY . ; 81 a : 


Lean certify, that houſes! are trafficked" for as 
bought for fifteen days, and then reſold always 
with a premium. They never make any repairs, 
but each new proprietor, by augmenting their 
rent, vexes the tenants, and treats them cavalier- 
ly: Never were conquerors more inexorable to- 
wards a coriquered people: They make them 
underſtand with ſufficient oſtentation and haugh- 
tineſs who is proprietor, and it matters little to 
them whether the wall is ready to tumble from 
decay, or the roof be open to the day; they pay 
no attention except to their cellars, which they 
fill with thirty ſorts * * on "__ _y make 
freſh ſpeculations. 
Io thoſe who abs ſuffered dy the Rebe 
tion, nothing remains but the hope of making it 
up at the peace; others wait for ſome favourable 
chance, and ſigh after banks; many regret the 
aſſignats, which gave every mercantile object a 
briſk circulation. A great number deſired, and 
the wiſh is almoſt general, the re-eſtabliſhment- of 
a lottery, an eſtabliſnment abſolutely neceſſary, 
and- which would: be: adopted if the moſt cul- 
pable folly did not ſtill blind us with reſpect to 
the diſaſters of direct taxes, the hardeſt, moſt diſ- 
aſtrous, and 'moſt anti-republican of any. The 
Council of Elders, who pique themſelves on their 
wiſdom, have rejected every plan of a lottery, We 
might ſay— 


Avant de tant juger, apprends a tout * 


T ſhall 
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I F ſhall always dwell on the indirect tax of a 
national lottery, which ſnall not — be _ 
known under the name of lotto. e- 
ls money then become a eee 20. 
cle than the life of men, their repoſe, their trou- 
bles, or their fatigues ? A formal requiſition con- 
ſtrains every man to the ſervice of the ſtate, and 
oppoſes a youthful population to the dangers of 
the war, hile the overplus of money muſt not 
be directed towards the public. treaſury. Ava- 
rice every day rids itſelf of the'payment of taxes, 
keeps its treaſures hid, and accumulates to the 
detriment of the ſtate: the riches which it with- 
- draws from circulation, or which it employs in 


the deſtruction of credit; and may not the govern- 


ment, by preſenting it with favourable chances, 
by a productive ſpeculation, draw out from the 
earth, or the ſtrong cheſt, a part of that n 
vrhich is wanting for the vital motion? 


Ought we, it may be anſwered, to take from 


the poor, from the unfortunate, their laſt farthing ? 


| Beſides, it is not the poor man who feeds the 
wheels of fortune; if he puts into the lottery, it 
is but a very ſmall ſum, it is the farthing which 
he would otherwiſe throw away in cabarets to 
poiſon himſelf with bad wine, which diſturbs 
his reaſon, and leads him into exceſſes; it is 
the farthing which he would give to fortune- 


tellers, to mountebanks, and impoſtors. The rich 
| | only 


Alas! miſtaken moraliſts, why rob him of hope? 


„ 
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only hazard conſiderable ſums. You lament over 
the inhabitants of the country! You. are igno- 
rant, then, what treaſures they are heaping up. 
that they have buried the coin which they amaſſed 
with ſuch diſguſting cupidity, and that they 
would have ſold a-radiſh for half · a- crown. It is 
the remorſeleſs farmer, the hard tradeſman, and 
griping uſurer, who endeavour to add to their im- 
menſe gain the benefit which chance or 3 
promiſe them. Nemo dat quod non laber. 11 

Aſk the tax-gatherers; they will tel you, mid 
the miſer in tatters, fearing for his dear trea- 
ſure,” or after having formed his calculation, who 
brings by night his ſack, and drags forth the caſh. 
which the earth or a wall would have buried to 
the hour of his death. We have never yet been 
folicitous to calculate what avarice, powerfully 
excited, might give back to the general ftock ; 
and though it ſhould be diſappointed, -would not 
this diſappointment be a juſt puniſhment for its 
long inſenſibility? Thoſe who ſtarve us, who 
haraſs us, who commit a number of little crimes 
to enrich themſelves, if there be a key to open 
their dark coffers, would it not be wiſe to make 
uſe of it? Let it not be ſaid alfo, that lotteries 
render nothing of the ſums they receive. 
Money 1s the produce of labour, but he 40 
loves his money is forced to a ſecond labour. 
Now it is certain, that there are at preſent too 
many idle hands. The overflow of daily ſhows 


are 
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ſo precious to the ſubſiſtence of the poor, and 
which would return to him by way of lottery, is 

expended for comedians and ſingers of every colour 
and deſcription, from Garat, who drinks gold as long 
as he can draw his breath, to Madame Angot, who 
on the Boulevards, would pump in all the copper 
in Sweden. Muſicians, mountebanks, rope-dan- - 
cers, all theſe idle profeſſions, often dangerous, 
are ſupported by the people, and they muſt not 
be ſuffered to expend a few pence to enjoy at 
leaſt ſome agreeable dreams. Break then the 
ſpring which winds them up, and which, though 
they be in pain, mmm at 
enſe. 

From what ſingularity, what affeQation of m mo- 
rality, do you make a vain difplay of erudition, 
to prove the pretended immorality of an eſtabliſh- 
ment which at leaſt is but a ſpecies of luxury, 

like diamonds, theatres, dances, and balls? Of 
what conſequence to you is it how men ſpend 
their money, which they will otherwiſe ſpend 
every day for ſounds, geſtures, and jumping ? 


are evidences of this obſervation. This money, 
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gde 3 eng- abr funk od! ing. 

pt nt co at the oroflitatinn. prey was 
— of the ſoothing word of fraternity, Clamp- 
Fort tranſlated the inſcription. traced on all our 
walls: *, Brotherhood or deatl, in this manner; 
15 Be my brother, or I kill vu. i He ſaid, e fra. 
berni of thoſe people is that of Cain and Abel.” 
The words or death, have fince been effaced. 
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MOTHERS WHO SUCKLE THEIR CHILDREN... 


Ir we are daily employed in tracing the dif. 
treſſing ſcenes of our Revolution, why ſhould we 
not ſpeak of a fight at leaſt conſoling, and which 
is continually before our eyes, that of the multi- 
tudes of children ſuckled by their mothers. 
Wherever I turn my eyes, I meet children in the 
arms of women, and men themſelves carry about 
theſe innocent creatures. There is no ſpot of 


| graſs, 
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graſs, no walk, no publie place, which does hot 
ſwarm with children of every age. Here yon ſee | 

youth drawing in a miltitude- of little carts, in | 
fancy in peaceful ſlumber ;\ your ſteps are croſſed | 

by theſe little equipages, but you do not mu- | 

is 

| 


mur, you are not offended; becauſe you are am- | i 

ply rewarded for the delay by the ſoftiſmile of all 1 
theſe lovely and innocent beings. They ſurround [| 
you, they preſs your knees, you put them gently 


— 


F ͥ K— —— 


by, in order to purſue your way. There, the lit- | ; 
tle gitl of ten years old acts the gouvernante, re: 7 
gulates the conduct of her ſiſters and couſins, and | 
nothing is more intereſting than to contemplate the | | 


ſubordination' which reigns among ages which 

we.confound with that which we have reached 
ourſelves. | Neyer in any city, at any time of my 7 
life, did ever fo great a number of children meet 1 
my looks. Maternity has become a pleaſure, | 


for our French women all ſuckle, all pique them- 15 
ſelves on being mothers, and all feel that the po 1 
1 — ther, ur ck bi 
Muaternity is ſo much in eſteem, that cnt, ö 

ft 


tions ſilence every idle remark which malice or 
ſlander can invent. The ſex is juſtified for all 
its weakneſs, when it acts the careful and atten- J 
tive nurſe. The youngeſt are thoſe who inſpire : 
moſt reſpect, ſo much do the duties of nature, 1 
when they are accompliſhed, impoſe ſilence on = 0 
the babble of our empty moraliſts. Is not nature 5 
already an enormous uſurer towards a weak ſex? 

3 | and. 


| | 


N 


014 worn terent or pane. 


and if the woman did not find'in the charms and 
careſſes of a child, not a reward, but an indemnity 
for her pains, the 3 1 venere me 
ſoon exhauſtecc t N e 
It ſeems, e eee 1 flown 60 | 
| the frontier for the defence of the country, are 
te- entered to animate new bodies, and form a fo- 
eus o republicans, WhO will n the labours 
and ſacrifices'of their anceſtors. ee, 
-/ Infants more caefultyiyneinied; more free in 
their motions, and no longer under the rod, diſi 
play a character of joy and independence which 
charms the obſerver.” The rod has diſappeared 
together with the tribe of groſs and venal nurſes; 
their little faults are corretted by a word, and it 
wi reap etna doh eee . 5 
cy to be governed only by words. 
Look at theſe young pupils: at antes 
— our faults, and our misfortunes; 
will furniſh them with ſubjects of converſation j 
they will be our judges,” and the true hiſtory of 
our calamities and of tp e Rat err 
mouths. | 
The little imperious adden en decide 
nnd aſſume a tone of republican independence. 
The ſhades are perceptible from year to year; 
and leſs tormented by pedagogues, they are un- 
reſtrained in their amuſements; their motions, 
which are more _ are u ee more grace- 
ful; 2 
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ful; they will be better than us, becauſe hd 
have been happier in their cradles. 1 
In 5 
that in certain walks it ſurpaſſes that of grown-up 
_ perſons . This delicious fight, which evinces 
the wiſdom of regenerating nature, can never 
weary. If ſuch be the fruit of the Revolution (as 
no one can doubt), it forms alfa a ſcene ſo'affe- 
ing, that it may ſerve to ſoften-the dark colours 
of the picture af our paſt diſaſters: But hy muſt 
it be an etetnal law of nature, that good muſt ariſe 
from the ſource of evil, and that ĩt ſnould flow only 
ftom thence? I dare not harbour ſuch a thought, 
it would corrupt that ſentiment of joy which di · 
lates my heart at ſecing a new generation ſpringing 
up, which reſemble the ſwarm of bees iſſuing from 
the flanks of the bull of Ariſtœus; and we, like 
the inſtrument of fome inviſible and powerful arm, 
muſt; only tranſiently glide over that path of peace 
and glory which is the lot of man, as hiſtory 
proves, at the end of gteat movements W 
overthrow of empire. Je (ig 


* of ten children, I reckoned eight who had light hair; * 
children of the rh nnn com- 
mane, | 14:20:02 £ 
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to write the hiſtory of the Engliſh. We might - 
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What a man this Samſon is. | Perfefty inpec | 


his wife, that of Briſſot, that of Couthon, of lead- 
ers of every party, and all with the ſame compo- 
ſure: he has made the mingled blood of princes, 
legiſlators, plebeians, philoſophers, flow in one 
ſtream. We call a gaoler an animal bolt, we may 
call Samſon the guillotine hatchet: He fells the 
head that is brought him, no matter whoſe. What 


an inſtrument! what a man! He ought to be 
afraid to remain a day in Paris. 


What does he ſay? What does he think ? 
Does he reflect on having put to death all the 


. chiefs of every oppoſite party; Charlotte Corday, 


and Fouquier Tinville, the wife of Roland, and 


_ Henriot, 


I ſhould 


ſible; he and the inftrument of puniſhment were 
one and the ſame thing. He has cut off the head 
of the moſt powerful monarch in Europe, that of 
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1 could like to know wilt paſſes in bis mind, 
and if he conſiders his terrible functions only as a. 
trade. The more I think on this man, the pre- 
ſident of the great maſſacre of the human race, 
felling crowned heads, as well as that of the pur- 
eſt republican with the ſame inderence, the 
more my ideas are confounded, 

I have ſeen the young girl at the eve of her 
marriage brave death with more ſang froid than 
the famous D'Eſtaing, who had filled Europe 
with the glorious recitals of his courage and intre- 
pidity. How does Samſon fleep after having 
received the laſt words or the laſt looks of thoſe 
detruncated heads? In truth, I ſhould like to be 
in the ſoul of this man for a few hours ; I ſhould 
perhaps ſurprize ſome ideas which are unknown 
to me. He has ſeen the ſavage Danton die in- 
toxicated, whoſe decrees all ſmelt of wine; he 
has ſeen Robeſpierre and his deteſtable ſatellites 
in their laſt moments tremble, grow pale, and 
ſweat with that terror with which they had frozen 
the French. He would have cut off the head of 
Condorcet as well as Marat. What a ſingular - 
man! and his exiſtence is not a problem | | 

He has heard thouſands of women furies ap- 
plaud with infernal ſhouts this horrible deluge of 
blood. He ſleeps, they ſay, and he may indeed, 
for it is very poſlible that his conſcience is in per- 
fect tranquillity. 
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The guillotine has reſpected his conſcience, as 
making an integral part with it. No one ever 
thought of condemning to the flames the rolling 


plank which placed the victims under the fatal 
knife. It is true that Samſon was not like the 


executor of juſtice of Nantes, at one and the 
ſame time executioner, preſident of the popular 


ſociety, and witneſs ſuborned to give evidence 
againſt the priſoners. No one, as at Nantes, con- 
tended for the honour of having him for a ſon-in- 
law. We-did not ſee, as at Nantes, perſons of 
every rank and condition accoft him with a careſ- 
ſing air, and preſs his bloody hands in a friendly 
manner; and the Pariſian women did not wear in 
their ears, as a great many women of Nantes, 
guillotines of gold. 

He received, it is ſaid, excuſes from the Queen, 5 
when on the ſcaffold: ſhe had undeſignedly trod 
on his toe. What did he think at that time? He 
was for a long time paid with the money of the 
royal treaſury. What a man is this Samſon! he 
comes and goes like any other man, he is ſome- 
times at the theatre of the Vaudeville; he laughs, 
he looks at me; my head has eſcaped him; he 
knows nothing about it; and as it is a thing quite 
indifferent to him, I am never wearied of obſerv- 
ing that careleſſneſs with which he has ſent to 
the other world a crowd of -men of the firſt as 
well as laſt rank. He would begin again if ——- 
and why not? Is it not his trade? 


When 
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When the carts with theſe numberleſs victims 
were dragged by three or four harridans, how 
was it that in the ſpace of fourteen months there 
were not found forty determined men to pierce 
their flanks, and give that great ſignal of courage 
fitted to awaken it in the fouls of their fellow- 
citizens? But no; all the brave were dead, or at 
the armies; and the terror was ſuch, that if one 
had ſaid to an individual, „At ſuch an hour 
ce the cart will paſs before thy houſe, thou muſt 
* deſcend and place thyſelf in it;“ the individual 
would have waited. for the cart, would have de- 
ſcended his ſtair-caſe, and taken bis place. 


CHAP. CIlI, 
NATION. 


Ir was formerly only a ſimple term of geo- 
graphy, or of the rhetorician who wiſhed to ſwell 
his ſtyle. You will never find the pen of the 
writers of the age of Louis the XIVth uſing the 
words, The intereſt of the nation— The ſervice of the 
nation— The treaſure of the nation, becauſe in fact there 
exiſted no nation. France was only a vaſt park 
of ſheep, which he who made himſelf maſter might 
ſhear or ſell; for ſuch was his pleaſure. 


E e 2 CH Af. 
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CHAP, CIV. 


SANS CULOTTES. 


Ws are in general ignorant of the origin of this 
word. It is this: The poet Gilbert, perhaps the 
moſt excellent verſifier after Boileau, was very poor. 
He had trimmed ſome philoſophers in one of his 
ſatires; an author, who was deſirous of paying his 
court, in order to be of the academy, wrote a lit- 
tle ſatirical piece, which he called the Sans Cu- 
lotte. Gilbert was rallied on it, and the rich rea- 
dily adopted this denomination againſt all authors 
who were not elegantly dreſſed. 

At the time of the Revolution, they remem- 
bered the term, adopted it, and employed it as 
an inyincible ſpear againſt all thoſe whoſe writ- 
ings or diſcourſes tended to a great or ſpeedy re re- 
form. 

They thought it an excellent joke, and that 
they might laugh at it as they did twenty years 
ago ; but politicians are more invulnerable than 
poets, and they took with a good grace the title 
which was given them. I was inſcribed on the 
firſt liſt of ſans-culottes, at which I only laughed. 
But theſe gratuitous inſults, and the inſolent tone 

familiar 
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familiar to gilded drawing-rooms, irritated certain 
minds, and led them to invent and detail, with- 
out reſerve, the term of ariſtocrate. ö 
All this took place before the Revolution. 
Who would have thought that republicans would 
have adopted this term, and made it a * of 
rallying ? | 

It was certainly in order to annex contempt, 
hatred, and execration to the word, to the idea of 
republic, to the quality of republican, to the only 
government which can be avowed by reaſon, juſ- 
tice, and ſocial reaſon; it was to render the natural 
rights of liberty and equality deteſtable and ridi- 
culous, that the Jacobins imagined and put in 
vogue the ignoble ERR and the — 
lottide fetes. 

I make no doubt but ſome day, thoſe years in 
which ſuch fetes have been celebrated, will be 
ſtruck out of the number of republican years. TI 
truſt that the republic will date from the conſti- 
tution of the third year, and that it will be im- 
poſſible for reaſon, or a new race, to conſider 
them otherwiſe. Why ſhould thoſe years of de- 
teſtable anarchy uſurp a title, againſt which the 
avenging cry of humanity will riſe in 46, en 
by the iron pen of hiſtory. 

What, the republic exiſted under the vols of 
terroriſm, and when the abſurd rapacity of the 
Agrarian law was preached to the people 
What! were thoſe proconſuls, who have carried 

fire 
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fire and flame, devaſtation and death, throughout 
France, republicans! Were the laws of our de- 
cemvirs republican laws the exerciſe of every 
horrible erime a republican government: 

Our poſterity, more juſt and more wiſe, will 

never date the æra of our regeneration from any 
other moment than that in which the conſtitu- 
tional laws exerciſed their happy empire,- '' -- 
Amongſt thoſe uſurpers of the glorious title of 
republican, there is' not a ſingle one who would 
not have aſcended the throne of the mob, and 
there they would have ſat, though it had been 
garniſhed with pointed nails. I have ſeen even 
that mule of Auvergne, called Romme, wiſli to try 
it: Babœuf wanted to replace Marat; and if Ba- 
bœuf and his aſſociates have been and are _ 
hcans, certainly I am not. 
- What profanation of that ſacred wed? which 
fooliſh and ferocious men have aſſumed in order 
to delude the multitude, and thereby rendered 
credible the ſacerdotal-cruelties of every age, and 
every country, as well as the reaſonings of the 
moſt abſurd theologians. They have made hu- 
man reaſon take a retrograde ſtep ; they are 
moreover guilty of a greater crime, of the almoſt 
entire demoralization of a great, but alas, too 
credulous people. 

Sans-culottiſme has conſtantly followed the 
vagabond ſtandard of anarchy ; and if the conſti- 
tution ſays that I muſt fign in the year in which I 

2 write, 
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write, the fixth year tie republic, I will ſigh it 
as I ought; but I appeal to the juſtice and con- 
ſcience of poſterity, to rectify the inexcuſable 
error. , | 
The greater part of thoſe Sans-culottes do not 
gueſs even at what hiſtory will ſay. of them; 
they, who think themſelves ſo penetrating, and 
do not know that they have been puppets, dur- 
ing the greater part of the fittings of the National 
Convention ; that their diſpoſition for power and 
rapine have been greedily ſhatched at, in order 
to accompliſh the projects which rolled above 
their heads, as the heavenly ne roll above 
the head of an ignorant ſavage. 

Tf hiftory, armed with its mirror and agus 
pen, ſhould ſay to them, whilſt alive, © You 
% have been nothing but execrable puppets, 
moved by inviſible wires !” cruſhed under the 
weight of irreſiſtible evidence, where could they 
find caverns deep or dark enough, to bury the 
ſhame of having committed ſo many crimes, not . 
for themſelves, but for a kind of old Men of the 
Mountain, who laughed at their harangues at the 
tribune, at their anger, and their puerile paſſions. 
And theſe Sans-culotte puppets, theſe madmen 
of a new kind, have multiplied amongſt us; 
they have ſaid, that there were none that knew 
how to govern but themſelves ; but man is a vaſe 
full of good or corrupted liquor, whoſe good or 
| J bad 
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bad odour is diffuſed around; nothing has San 
diffuſed * en, but a AIG war 
of words. 101 „ reg 


HAP. . 

; - UNDEILFY. 1 Ln * | 
0 PARISIANS! . 11 . I have ſeen you ſince 
the Revolution parade through your ſtreets, in 
pomp, the buſts of many illuſtrious perſonages, 
on whom you have laviſhed your adorations ; I 
have ſeen you bear to a temple the aſhes of ſome 
amongſt them, whom you conſidered as gods ! 


a moment came, and you immediately undejfied 
N O Pariſians 


57 
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| CHAP. cl. 


11 _ 


FABRE »  EOLANTINE: | 
Tux . e one eee 
took arms againſt each other with the inſtrument 
with which they ſtruck at innocence; and they 
have done themſelves juſtice. Humanity and 
liberty have no tears to ſhed over . 
lation. 
| Fabre q Kelantiae: i is of that. n he was 
the promoter of the infamous revolutionary re- 
gime, and its panegyriſts; he was the friend, 
companion, counſellor of thoſe murderous pro- 
conſuls, who carried fire and ſword, devaſtation 
and death, throughout France. Why affect to 
regret theſe ſubaltern ruffians, who would only 
have excited contempt, if tyranny in ſtriking them 
for its private views, had not awakened a kind of 
intereſt in their favour? | 
That Mountain, or rather as s 1 called it from 
the firſt day I fat within the walls, that crater, 
which has vomited out all the burning lavas of 
ignorance and crime, had two ſummits, equally 
odious to every friend of their country, and of 
public liberty. ' 


As 
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As for myſelf, who have followed the ſtandard 


neither of Marius nor Sylla, alike in oppoſition 


to thoſe chiefs who have conſtantly laboured for 
their own elevation, and meyer for the republic, 
it is as a republican that L deteſt their dema- 
gogical principles. SHIAL:: 


I will not examine Eating or not the bande of 
Fabre &Eglantinewete ſullied with dilapidations. 
I know that he was a promoter of aſſaſſinations, 
and I accuſe him as ſuch before poſterit. 


As a poet, he had talents. The Philinthe of 


Motiere is an excellent comedy. It is to be re- 
marked, that Ronſin was alſo a writer of plays, 
but of bad ones; that Dubuiſſon was a very ob- 
ſcure dramatic poet; that Grammont was a 
player; that Collot d'Herbois, a player, was alſo 
a dramatic writer; that he had even made a piece 
in honour of the Hortrait of Monfievr. It is re- 
markable, that ſeveral players were accompliſhed 
actors in that hideous anarchy, which has inun- 
dated our country with blood, which has trans- 
formed Frenchmen into inſtruments of crimes, or 


into cowardly _—_—_— of the moſt horrible : atro- 
cities. ES a tc | 


CHAP. 


| 
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' Unvzn the old regime, it was the reigning 


mode in France which extended its empite over 
all the nations of Europe. At preſent, when our 
women wear cockades among their ornaments, 
and that we read on pots of rouge, Vegeta! Ne 
timal; inſtead of Ia mode, we fay le mode. A 
mode of government, to fix a mode for the col- 
lecting a tax. Mode, then, ſignifies em, method, 


* CHAF: CVE 13 vt 
DENUNCIATION. 
Ir was a trade during the Revolution, autho- 


rized by a law of the Jacobins, and was more 
horrible perhaps than murder; it killed the na- 


tional character, at leaſt in cities; it engendered 


hatred, perfidy, reſentments, jealouſies, and the 
ties of families were broken for a long time. 
d They 


— 2 — — 
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They found a crowd of denunciators, becauſe 
they taught villains a moſt terrible ſecret; I mean 
the art of gaining the money or property of ano- 
ther, by telling a lie, or making a falſe report. 

Were the denunciator even impartial, he ſees 
all men in a falſe light, when he expects a re- 
ward for beholding them criminals. Thus a fa- 
miliar of the inquiſition accuſes him who lets his 

roſary fall, as guilty of ſacrilege. The ſpy of the 
J acobins was not leſs atrocious in his accu- 
ſations.. 1011 | 

The aſſembly of the 8 a . bell upon 
earth, it was compoſed. in part of women of the 
mob; who were ſo many furies, reſembling ſer- 
pents, hiſſing inſtead of ſpeaking, and ſpeaking 
only to make wounds with their forked tongues. 

What agent thus powerfully ſtimulated the 
patriotiſm of theſe denunciators ? An aſſignat 
of five livres. | 

How much evil has this execrable engine oc- 
caſioned, to gain five livres a-day ! thoſe hideous 
Megrzras. had renounced every ſentiment of na- 
ture. | 

It was they who, giving the ſignal to all the 
mobbiſh tribe, and threatening others with the 
anger of the mobbiſh chiefs, eſtabliſhed the per- 
manence of the ſcaffold. It was they who ap- 
plauded the daily maſſacres, who received two 
hundred livres for each denunciation ; while 
others, more ſubtle, diſcovered your ſecrets, and 

repairing 
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repairing to Robeſpierre, mingled the wormwood 
of their own diſpoſitions with the gall of the moſt 
atrocious of men. 

It was at the Amars, the — Tinvilles, 
the Robert Lindets, that they paid, their deareſt 
viſits. 


' CHAP. CIX.. 


GIRL. 


To have a girl ſignifies, in the dictionaries of all 
nations, to be the father of a child of the femi- 
nine ſex ; to have a woman, ſignifies having mar- 
ried an individual of the ſame ſex. 

In France, theſe words girl, and woman, have 
not the ſame ſignification in the dictionary of gal- 
lantry. I could cite an hundred examples; but 
one will ſuffice. E 

A young man was accuſed of loving girls ex- 
travagantly ; there were ſeveral married women 
preſent, with whom ſuch an accuſation might 
have injured him. One of his friends who was 
there, anſwered, © Exaggeration | malignity! he 
“has women alſo.” | 2 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CX. 
" /TAPPE-DURS. 


Turs was the name given to a company of 
cut-throats, armed with knotted ſticks, to which 
they gave, by way of deriſion, the name of confi 
zution. Their place of rendezvous was in a coffee- 
houſe near the Italian theatre, kept by one Chre- 
tien, juryman. of the Revolutionary Tribunal. 
They were continually parading in the Palais 
Royal; inſulting the paſſengers, and arreſting 
thoſe who would not ſubmit to their inſults, 
Janiſſaries of the Committee of General Surety, 
when that committee had need of any commo- 
tion, of any diſorder, to ſerve as a pretext for 
atrocious meaſures, called bitter; it was, the 
 tappe-durs who were eee to excite 
them. 

They walked about, their heads erect, with 
menaces in their mouths, and the looks of aſſaſ- 
ſins; they extolled only a few of the moſt exag- 
gerated of the Jacobins, and devoted all the 
others to the ſcaffold. It was truly painful for 
an honeſt man to ſee theſe bands of wretches. 
Every eye ſhrunk from their ſavage look ; they 
ſpoke only of arreſt, and of putting to death the 
ſulſtected. 
ä Their 
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Their inſolence marked the climax of the ex- 
travagance and barbarity of men. It was in ſee- 
ing and hearing them that we gave credit to the 
ſyſtem of extermination, ſo infernal were their 
words; authors of fo many crimes, they called 
themſelves patriots par excellence, the friends of 
liberty and juſtice, and the true founders of the 
republic. What a republic! Good heaven ! 
built on corpſes, tombs, and wrecks, with only 
atheiſts, robbers, and eg for rulers n ſub- 
jects. 

Such a ſyſtem appeared incredible to thoſe, 
who, diſtant from the events that were paſſing, 
were diſpoſed to believe that the picture was 
overcharged; but it is ſoothing at leaſt to reflect, 
that theſe evils are paſt, and that a legal govern- 
ment, ſeated on its baſis, ſeems, by its force and 
authority, to have reſtored humanity and reaſon 
to their rights. 

At the time of the re- action of Praireal, royal- 
iſm, which diſguiſed itſelf in pantaloons and 
wooden ſhoes, took theſe tappe-durs into its pay: 


they N their ne but not their fero- 
city. | 
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n CHAP. CXI. 
SAN GUI NOScRATE. 
TuakRE was a time in which neither the re- 


clamations of the rights of man, nor the plaintive 
voice of nature, found any ſympathiſing heart; 


they only ſerved to provoke the hatred and 


wrath of the Sanguinocrates, who had ſeized on 
the government, 1 | 


CHAP. CXII. 


FALSE ASSIGNATS. 


Our enemies were defirous of making the 
counter-revolution by falſe aſſignats, on the fide 
of Switzerland and Mount Blanc ; the Swiſs lent 
their aſſiſtance in a moſt admirable manner, they 
were introduced by millions ; they were thrown 
even by packets into the inns, and in ſeveral 
places the good were refuſed in payment, from 
fear of receiving bad; the greateſt part came to 
us from ** 


It 
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It is ſcarcely to he imagined how bl intel- 
ligence and talent were employed in theſe per- 
fidious manuvres. Mponſſeur s bookſeller, named 
Gullat, was the brit mak er of falſe aflignats, who 
was puniſhed. I have great reaſon to think that 
he was: in 4 1700; be ee eee 
enn rank. | 
Makers of falſe alignats, ee met 10 
the ſame priſon; but I do not knom whether 
the former made a line of ſeparation, and kept 
themſelves aloof. They were commonly young 
ſpendthrifts, who connected themſelves with en- 
gravers. One is the bearer of the falſe aſſignats, 
another has only a ſingle one, ſo that if be is 
caught in paſſing it, the law may have no hold 
on him; when be has ſucceeded, his comrade 
gives bim another, and fo on.- | 

The crime of forgery is become company I | 
is multiplied an every way ; public documents 
have been altered, and even lottery tickets. The 
civil and criminal tribunals are fully occupied 
with this kind of crime. The imagination ex- 
hauſts itſelf in contriving the moſt daring and 
impudent plans of ſwindlers ; intrigue, for ſeven 
years paſt, bas played the firſt part, and bas 
ſpread its nets on every ſide. 

The profeſſion of intriguer and ſwindler is ſo 
general, that it forms a numerous claſs; having 
its connections, cuſtoms, and habits. If you are 
not in the ſecret, you will be deceived in every 

VOL, 1. | Ff thing, 
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. enten eres | "uh 
"ow 450 1 pity the ied at a 
due Lali, de Foy, de Charttes,' or Ia Rotoride, 
he ſees nothing which is' before his eyes nor diſ- 
tinguiſdes between the rn 
taliſt, and that of a knave. ce es, 
Dianton, deputy to the cane for: Paris 
overwhelmed with debt, after having been ſtruck; 
off the roll of attornies, became a broket, and 
gave the ſignal to every knave of this claſs to deal 
in Wholeſale, and without timidity; he had al. 
teady provided for the abolition of the arreſt for 
debt. It was a day of triumph for all the party; 
reckoning from this day, Danton was conſidered 
as a man of 'vaſt conceptions; it was even ſaid, 
that for eloquence he would make the ſecond 
volume of Mirabeau. Queque ipſe miſerrima vidi. 
Knaves have always had a ſwelling ſtyle, and was 
there not enough to laugh at and weep at the 
ſame time, when a blind multitude, deceived 
with reſpect to their wickedneſs, gave them̃ cre- 
dit for profound underſtandin ? 
Palſe affignats did ſcarcely any harm to the na- 
tion, on account of their ſmall number, com- 
pared alſo with the immenſe quantity which the 
Committee of Finances had fabricated, and the 
inconceivable rapidity with which it e 
every orher fabrication. | 
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ig is * * name which, is 1 given to 
thoſe,. who, with a napkin tucked under their 
chin, and on their knees before a prieſt, receive 


from his fingers, into their mouth, a little wafer 
of paſte with which, you. { ſeal letters. 1. a > 
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- CHAP. CXIV.. 194 
A ae wm aba "i 80 ag 2 
* ET ” pelentey. near the Tuilleries, a prieſt 
one of my friends; he was in the national uni- 
form : here is our conyerſation, word for word. 
Prieſt.—“ I mount guard tol day, (ſhewing his 
5M cartouch-box): but you will not gueſs what I 
„ have in this.“ _I.—* Probably cartridges.” 
Prieſt, Something better than that.“ J. 
Faith, I conceive nothing better than cartridges 
« at this moment.” Prieſt.—“ What I have 
© there is for every moment.” I.—“ Is it ſome- 
Ff2 | G t 
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_ « thing that kills?” Prieſt.—* On the contrary, 
_ it is ſomething which makes alive; it is the 
3 « principle of all things.“ I.“ The principle 
© of all things e foon. that is a 

« little extraordinary.” Prieſt.—“ It is never- 
© theleſs true.” I. Is it the truth of a prieſt, 
e or a ſoldier ?” Prieſt.— I own that it is a lit- 
t tie the truth of a prieft,” 1 J. Inn that caſe, ' 
« explain yourfelf more dearty. Let us ſee what 
„ myſtery your cartridge-box cbntains.“ Prieſt. 
10 l in feality a great myſtery. It is the Boy || 
&« Dieu.” I. The bon Dien!“ Prieſt.— Yes, 
« the von Dieu. I am going to tell you about it. 
J was. at the Corps de garde, when I was ſent 
« for to. carry it to one of the faithful, who was 
« difpoſed to take the great journey; and in or- 
ce der to conform myſelf to a very wiſe arrerte, I 
te performed my function of prieſt, in the dreſs of 
« a citizen, whilſt for this particular miſſion it was 
not neceſſary that I ſhould wear any ſacerdotal 
* gatment. T own, alſo, that it is more convenient 
e and more decent to be clothed as a citizen 
e ſoldier, than to go in a dreſs of a funeral maſk, 
* to frighten à man at his laſt moments, and make 
4 Jittle chifdren kneel down in the ftreets.” I.— 
My friend, thy language ſmells already of thy 
* dreſs. I forgive thee for being a prieſt. Adieu! 
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The howling ob. Mats; I am miſ⸗ 
Nee reh caps are thrown up in the air, 
The words, carnage, Mond, death, vengeance l this 
a, b, c, of the Jacobin idiom, is repeated, ene 
hurled from neighbour to en by: the 


Huaille. 
The Huaille reigned the 1 near fifteen js 


and deſpotized the city; for to deſpotiſe, that is 
to ſay, in little as well as great, in a family as in 


a kingdom, is to be ſole maſter when we can, 
and when we cannot, to aſſociate with ſubaltern 
_ deſpots, who in their turn exerciſe an arbitrary 
power, to make thoſe Youu we whom it has 
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been beſtowed. 
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Tuts Was the name metly given 10 Main 
eecleſiaſtical decrees, as the tonfure, the ſubdeaconry, 
the deacomy, the pricf hood, which were granted by i, 
biſhops, ſurrounded: with religious pomp, to all 
thoſe, who, in order to want nothing, renounced 
every thing, N. INCOFPorating themſelves with the 
Ines ein 301-0 4191 910 BUM o 

A prelate was aſked, if. ines the Revolution, 
he ſhould continue to ordain eccleſiaſticks ac- 
cording to the new decrees , No, truly, my 

e hrimcifiles: . My duty! . My conſcience 
Ez bien ! e rok they wh file Jour er” 
4 fon. 9 
1 1 my hienſion! that is a hittle too bold” 
An old domeſtic was preſent at this dialogue. 
Monſeigneur, as was cuſtomary, owed him ſeveral 
years wages. 

« What! is it ſo, Sir; will they ſuppreſs Mon- 
ce ſeigneur s fienſion I... and my wages .. Your 
e wages? they will go with the frenfion !''—— 
& D—1 it ! he ſhall ordain— You ſhall ordain, Mon- 
« ſeigneur ; you ſhall ordain! 
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ang Aba wy 
ENTITLED, THE LAST JUDGMENT OF KINGS, 
Arc of àn original kind, which was acted 
with the greateſt ſucceſs on the theatre of the 
city. You beheld all the monarchs of Europe 
in their reſpective dreſſes, amuſing the ſpectators 
with their ſceptres' and their crowns; they diſ- 
puted, "fobght; when à republican comes; and 
ſets them all to rights. After having: 'muzzled 
them, he makes them dance like bears. One 


might have ſuppoſed that the author had 211 | 


5 2 happy verſe/in ene wy 2 
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"The piece offered ſome — BOM Ls 6-4 
was much followed; but ſo ſhort a ſpace of time 
had followed between the profound reſpect, and 
the merry mirth of the populace, that 'we might 
have exclaimed, If the exempt of the police 
« ſhould come in, he will ſend thoſe people to 
the Baſtille.” 


Many dramas of nearly the fame kind formed 


amuſement for the Parifian, Bu events became 
at 


vn rierung er n 


at the ne time ſo ſingular and fo terrihie, that 
theatrical fiction was far from attaining hiſtorical 
fact. 1 ; | , 3 , 
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| ACTIVE. erika. 

. 
ins A * of the National Adembly, i 
was neceſſary to be an active citizen; that is to ſay, 
to poſſeſs property, to have a right of voting in 
the Primary Aſſemblies; ſo that Socrates, Corneille, 
Jean Jacques Rouſſeau, if they had lived ogy 
us, would have been excluded. | © 

We ſee, therefore, that the adjeftive killed the 
ſubſtantive; alas! the true active citizens are 
thoſe, who, by taking the Baſtille and the Tuille- 
ries, put an end to the indignities of a CP 
regime. 


| ; CHAP. 


A /1 7 


— 8 
TO - KEW Frervns OF/ PARTS. 441 
a | 13 * 
r 149759 T8 
- 0 , 3 : * 
} rf} f (91+ $11 721 
" Ov» 1 0 0 * 
2811225 + Wi) T6 38 7 


dn tk.” 
nn LITVLE caro. 


o * Appen of the new — 
even before, it was who ſhould change their 
chriſtian names for Roman ſurnames. As for 
Couthon, he derogated, and took à Greek name; 
he called himſelf rgfiJes-Conthon. All at the 
top or bottom of the Mountain decorated them- 
ſelves with the names of the great men of anti- 
quity; and that ſo thoroughly put me out of all 
| patience one day, that on ſome difplay of new 
folhes of their own growth, I exclaimed, with all 
my force, No, you are not Romans! | The furious 
bell of Collot d'Herbois was rung over my head, 
and drowned® ſome other truths, which made 
them ſkip about like ſo many wild goats. I own 
that I amuſed myſelf infinitely on that day, when 
I had the pleaſure of ſaying to Robeſpierre, 
foaming with rage, and pale, Hold thy peace, 
and hear me for once, for thou art ignorance 
« perſonified ; have you made a pact with vic- 
* tory? — No! — but we have made it with 


“death |——It is clear to all what you are ſtriving 
* for.” 


The 


* | . derung es ls 1 
The great reputation of theſe Cb. and 
Brutuſſes, having finiſhed nearly like that 3 
Gracchus - Babœuf, we ſhall dwell on that extra- 
vagant mania no longer than . to recite the 
| e little ſtory. 
As child, baptized Cato; wits boſe name his 
father had made him acquainted in reading ſome 
pages to him of the Roman hiſtory had fiplen 
inte hig mother! cabinet, where, in the joy -of 
bis heart, be haſtenedsto plllage a box of ſweets 
-meats: His father enters, tales him in the fact; 0 
aud ſays to him oodlly, ? Cato wautd: not auf, de 
re. The child achamed, xinpties his pockets, 
 and-after: having reſtored it, iw himſelf at the 
knees of his father, bo ſays) to him, . Cure; 
| . iter having. vommitird a theft, ben W 
* duced himſelf: to tue fituation: of repairing it -by a 


2 Aumiliating polture; riſe t:. A 2570} yer 
his leſſon was good, and I doubt not but the 


child, if he has any talents above the common, 


will think W 80 e IN * BY 
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Effay: "EXE! 
e 


1 Vive is- be h. fab "Ris! pocha embraced the 
Revolution, without preſent ambition, from ve 
for bis country, aud halved deſpotiſin 
and oppreſſion ho has made the energy of his . 
Pattiotiſm"confiſt in things and not in words; 
| who, in the criſis of the Revolution, has never 
ceaſed to love Hberty and equality founded on 
Juſtice,” which is its rule; Who, puſhea' oli with 
the whole of France by the tevolutionaryXorrent, 
has neither provoked, nor ordered, nor protetted 
its devaſtating crimes; who, if becher ten into 
errors, unhagpily infepartble- from hutmafity, has 
laboured earneſtiy to repair thoſe Which he has 
diſeovered: Who has always akted in entire Tub- | 
-miſſion to the laws,” and whoſe mouth and hands 
have been preſerved at all times pure from falſe 
er deen W e blood. 
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cHap. cxxi 


LETTER oF RQUSSEAU. 


Tais letter is fingular and Preh. I wiſh 


it to be read to all the inhabitants of Paris, who 


wear the ruſt of the old regime ſtill in their 


hearts; for is it not ſingular that the ſame man 
calls me Monſieur in a letter, and Citizen. in ſo- 
ciety? If this practice continue, we ſhall have 


two ſorts of language, one for, the ſtreet, another 
for the houſe. It was with ſome difficulty that 

the name of citizen eſtabliſhed itſelf; and why 

is not this honourable name en 0 the 
word Monſieur ? 


Rouſſeau, when he was in Svitagrlaad. wrote 


to his friend Dupeyron, © I have a ſurname, 
« which I think I deſerve better than ever: at 
Paris I was called Citizen; give me this title 
c which is ſo dear to me; endeavour to propa- 
« gate it, and let thoſe who love me never call 
ce me Monfeeur ; but in ſpeaking of me, the Citizen, 
and in writing, My dear Citizen.” 
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alter that of Revohuion, It Hgnißes that coup dle. 
main, which, if it were poſſible, would revive the 
aſhes of the laſt of our tyrants; a phenix who 
would be called king now] a een 
ou comprehend me? 


- CHAP. CxXIII. 


J- J. ROUSSEAU AT THE ars. 
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Ae feeling heart muſt evollef with . 
fire that autumnal evening, when the inha- 
bitants of Ermenonville brought to Paris the 
coffin of the author of Emilius, under un arbour 
of ſhrabs and flowers. | 

The air was calm, the ſcy ferene ; a long cur- 
tain of purple veiledl the fetting ſun at the hori- 
20n; a fight breeze agitated gently the aft 
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| The ſounde of ſimple and plaintive muſic were 
heard at a diſtance. A crowd of citizens joined 
the proceſſion. W ye pal . with 


joy. a7 1 
| The funeral * Label th majeſtic &- 
lemnity. A numerous band of youth followed 

it in reſpettful ſilenge. The £ /mphoniſt left a 
ſhort” interval: 'betweey” each! e that 
very one might recollect, and 00 in thes 
chorus. * „lille W 31 N afoidtsr RED 
The favourite airs of The May of Nature, were 
: — thoſe which, the lover repeats eyery day, to 
his miſtreſs, __ tender wife to the happy — 1 
band. 

It might have been ſaid, that angels defctnd- 
ing to earth were-eome-to tranſport him to 7 
ven amidſt their celeſtial concerts. 

The proceſſion ſtopt at the baſon which repre- 
ſented the Iſle of Poplars. lt received the tears 
of the ſpectators ranged around, and above all 
thoſe of the women ; who thought of Julia, So- 
phia, and Warens, ſo tenderly, ſo conſtantly be- 
loved by her adopted ſon. Every eye was fixed 
on the coffin, laid on a platform, and covered 
with a blue cloth ſown with ſtars. . | 

The glory of the great man need through 
the darkneſs of death, he ſeemed till to exiſt. 
A thouſand flambeaux lighted this affecting 
| ceremony. Every face was embelliſhed with 
tears, they offered the image, not of inconſolable 


r grief 


ef for the loſs of a friend, but of Ihe tranguil 
The obſequics were terminated by the air,” e 


8 Din ma cabane objrurg ; and every one withdrew, 

_  Ginging it in a p E 
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